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Beware – politics – look away now! Is this the new 
normal? I’m not sure I like it so far, but no doubt it 
will cease to feel strange and slightly threatening 
and will become run-of-the-mill. But be in no doubt 
that we are still under threat from this blummin’ 
virus, more so now that restrictions have been lift-
ed. I am angry about that, as I am angry about the 
whole way this entire thing has been handled, but I 
suppose the pages of The Quay are not the place 
to air my views. Those who know me know what I 
think, and if I start a rant about it I may not shut 
up. Yes, I know the economy has to recover, that’s 
not in doubt, but it’s the cavalier way everything 
has been handled that I can’t bear, and the disre-
gard for what scientists are saying. I know they say 
conflicting things, but that’s because they are deal-
ing with an unprecedented situation and are learn-
ing about Covid-19 on the fly. I appreciate some of 
the points being made by scientists I trust and all I 
can say is that what I have read has convinced me 
that face coverings/masks are vital. I am surprised 
they haven’t been made compulsory, but I think 
that ship has sailed. If you have a mask and can 
bear to wear it, please do – the only way we are 
going to come out of this is by eradicating the 
virus, not ignoring it and assuming it has gone 

away, because it hasn’t. 
OK, enough ranting – it’s Carnival time! If you 

look in the centre of this month’s issue you will find 
an 8-page pullout giving you all the information 
you need about Wells’ Virtual Carnival 2020. The 
Carnival crew have worked really hard to put 
together a wonderful range of events to join in 
with, albeit in a different way than usual. They are 
to be highly commended. Please do try and join in 
with some of the things if you can – there truly is 
something for everyone. And I know they will 
appreciate donations – this year has cost the 
Carnival committee a lot and they won’t get much 
back, putting future Carnivals at risk of a shortfall 
in cash. If you can donate something, please do. 

Finally, an apology for the picture on the cover 
this month. No, it was not taken in Wells – as far as 
I know we don’t get Swallowtail butterflies here, 
more’s the pity. It was taken at Toad Hole Cottage, 
part of the How Hill Trust Environmental Study 
Centre on the Broads near Ludham – howhill-
trust.org.uk/toad-hole-cottage-museum 
Swallowtails are beautiful things, they are rare and 
they live in Norfolk. They should be celebrated as 
part of this wonderful world we live in that we are 
in severe danger of messing up.                         SP
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Homes for Wells news
By David Fennell, chair, Homes for Wells  
Before my time, during the conversion of the Old 
School (the Field Studies Centre) some excellent 
landscaping and planting was carried out. It’s gener-
ally been low maintenance and the established 
shrubs look very good now. But at this time of the 
year, while the sun’s at its highest in the sky, every-
thing (including the weeds) grows more vigorously 
than ever. 

We’ve decided to order some brown bins for the 
tenants at the Old School. This will help with the 
disposal of hedge trimmings and weeds in the non-
landscaped areas. 

Are gardens still wanted, these days? They cer-
tainly were a couple of generations ago. We’re cur-
rently in discussions with Flagship about seven 
empty flats in Northfield Waye. It is good news that 
they’re being offered to Homes for Wells first. Two 
of our trustees joined me a few days ago when we 
went to look at them. Our thanks to Glenn, who 
helpfully showed us around at short notice.  

Depending on the asking price, and the cost of 
necessary improvements and modernisation, we 
would like to take over as many as possible, 
because they are within a short walk of everything 
in the centre of Wells. If you are a dog owner, for 
example, the Old School would not be for you 
because there are no pets allowed in a communal 
development. But dwellings with gardens could be a 
paradise… 

The unusual and interesting shape of the plots 
that some of them are on means that they all have 
good gardens, some of them in fact being very big! 
Whilst visiting, we saw a muntjac deer in one of the 
gardens, looking as if it was deep in the countryside, 
despite being in the heart of Wells. And we discov-
ered a mistletoe plant, even though it won’t have its 
white berries until Christmas. 

There are four one-bedroom dwellings and three 
two-bedroom dwellings, if you are tempted. If you’re 
on our allocations list, express your interest now, 
please. If you’re not on our allocations list, please 
apply now. Our application forms are on our web-
site and can be printed out. If you haven’t got a 
printer, please email office@homesforwells.co.uk 
and ask Lotte to send you an application form. 

You might not be of the generation that watches 
Gardeners World but there are fashions and trends 
that come and go. Who knows, you might never 

have considered the pleasures of having your own 
garden, but now could be a perfect time to begin. 
Having a garden is immensely beneficial. You can 
enjoy the physical exercise of mowing the lawn, 
trimming the hedge or planting flowers. Spending 
time in the fresh air can clear your head and relieve 
low spirits. The sunshine and birdsong, or anything 
natural, can really lift your spirits. Your children (or 
dog) could have many contented hours in a safe 
and natural space. Homes for Wells needs garden-
ers!! 

Our housing committee looks after maintenance 
and is chaired by Johanna Tennant. We are very for-
tunate in our trustees, and they bring many differ-
ent talents and experiences to Homes for Wells. We 
are always open to recruiting new board members. 
Every year at our AGM, in September, anyone who 
has served three years has to retire. We look for peo-
ple who support our objectives. First and foremost, 
we want trustees who are purposeful about provid-
ing affordable homes for as many applicants as pos-
sible (whether we buy the dwellings, or manage 
them, or enter into joint ventures to provide them). 

Secondly, you should want Homes for Wells to 
grow, with strong cash flow and finances and a 
more resilient organisation. 

You should be willing to serve for three years, 
attend all board meetings (six a year) as a good col-
league, offering supportive ideas and constructive 
criticism and abiding by majority decisions. You 
should honestly declare any interests, respect confi-
dentiality and be resilient in the face of setbacks. 
Please contact me through 
office@homesforwells.co.uk if you are interested. 

It is nearly three years since I was approached by 
my predecessor, Lyn Watson, to become Chair. All 
but one of the trustees at that time has retired. 
Recruitment has been a great success and we have 
a younger board now. 

One of things I’ve had to be resilient about hap-
pened very recently. The offer from Elsmith to 
Homes for Wells to develop the abandoned croquet 
lawn has just been withdrawn, on the grounds that 
Homes for Wells had not completed the deal by 
April this year – even though it was obvious that we 
couldn’t commit to going ahead before we had 
planning consent. Thus much time and effort has 

Continued on page 7
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By Simon Daykin, director, Wells Maltings 
When you read this, we will have reopened, and we 
shall be reflecting on how our plans and protective 
measures are working, how customers have respond-
ed, and generally how the experience of coming out 
of lockdown has been for us, and for Wells at large. 

Cautiously, carefully and steadily are our guiding 
principles. Safety remains our primary concern. We 
all must continue to do our bit to keep the virus in 
retreat and prevent a second wave. In a business 
that thrives on social interaction and sharing of 
experiences, that’s going to be hard – but we are up 
for the challenge, with everyone’s help. 

For the time being, just our café and bar will 
reopen, with a Covid-secure series of systems and 
procedures to protect the safety of customers and 
staff. Changes to opening times, numbers of tables, 
menus and service methods are all in place. It will 
feel strange to begin with, but it’s totally necessary. 
By mid July, we should also have our visitor informa-
tion centre and heritage centre back open too.  

But you will have to wait a little longer for the 
arts programme to restart. Our intimate auditorium 
does not lend itself to the kinds of safety measures 
we can employ in other areas. Our obligations are 
twofold – firstly, we have a responsibility to our cus-
tomers, staff and volunteers not to reopen our per-
formance spaces until we are content that it is safe 
to do so – for everyone’s benefit. Secondly, we must 
work sustainably, within our financial resources and 
needs. We are a not-for-profit organisation without 
regular core funding, and although we have been 
successful in securing emergency grants to help us 
through this crisis, they won’t last forever. Smaller 

audiences mean smaller financial returns, and that’s 
a huge challenge for our business. 

It’s also important to say that we want to offer 
you great film titles and latest releases, and at the 
time of writing these aren’t available to us just yet. 
So all things considered, it will be into August 
before we take the first tentative steps into unlock-
ing our programmes again. 

The coming months are going to be tough on 
Wells generally, and we are very aware of the ten-
sions between those who live here and those who 
visit. We’ll be managing flows of people through our 
doors very carefully and trying to encourage respect-
ful and sensible behaviour. We can’t take unreason-
able risks with the safety of our staff and volunteers, 
and local people, many of whom are very vulnerable 
to this pernicious virus. That’s why we aren’t rushing 
at this, and taking things steadily, learning and 
adjusting as we go. 

With the situation changing quickly, it’s hard to 
say here how the next month or so will pan out. 
Keep in touch with us on our website: www.wells-
maltings.org.uk, or on our Facebook and Twitter 
feeds, where we shall be sharing the experiences of 
the reality of return. 

Thank you all for your continued support, confi-
dence, and faith in our future. Let’s all work togeth-
er to resume the fun, the fellowship, and the fantas-
tic (and in the case of our bar, the foaming and the 
frothy) in as safe a way as possible. The last three 
months have been hard and unprecedented: but it’s 
how things transpire in the next six months or so 
that will be even more important. 

Stay safe, be strong – and above all be kind.

Wells Maltings – slowly but surely...

By Cllr Roger Arguile 
The Wells Central Support Hub can now be 
reached by phoning 01328 711996. Since 24 
March we have dealt with 220 calls from locked 
down people who have needed help. 

We have also assisted with the distribution of 
the April and May editions of The Quay. Many 
thanks to our willing volunteers and to the 
Carnival Committee for stepping in to help. 

Now the number of locked down and shielded 
people has dropped and the Community Hospital 

has offered to take on the task of dealing with 
those still in need. 

We are ringing those who have needed the 
Central Support Hub services recently to tell them 
of the change. 

If they ring the old number Greg Hewitt, the 
town clerk, will direct them to the hospital num-
ber – his office is in the hospital anyway. 

Please tell people of the new number. The Hub 
is still in business, ready in case there are any hic-
cups.

Wells Central Support Hub has changed its number
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Alderman Peel High School news
By Alastair Ogle, Principal 
I would like to start by thanking all the parents 
out there for all you are doing. As you know, 
teaching children at home is extremely difficult. 
The combination of online work, the wide range 
of subjects, your own work and responsibilities 
and the culture change as home becomes the 
place of work is all a huge challenge. Alongside 
this I know some parents are key workers and 
work for the NHS or have very different and chal-
lenging employment circumstances. With your 
support students have been producing some excel-
lent work. 

It has been a real pleasure to welcome addi-
tional students to school this week. Our proce-
dures as detailed in our risk assessment and guid-
ance have ensured students have remained social-
ly distant at all times and benefitted from seeing 
each other and staff. I would also like to thank 
them for their mature attitude to the situation. 

We are continuing to provide free school meal 
vouchers via the government scheme and were 
really pleased to hear this is continuing through-
out the summer holiday. If you feel you may now 
be eligible because of a change in circumstances, 
please apply using the link below. The process is 
completely confidential. As well as receiving 
supermarket vouchers to the value of £15 per 
week, per child, as a school we will, from 
September, receive an additional £955 per year 
for every student who claims, meaning we have 
additional funding to support students.  

Please use this link to apply: https://fiso.nor-
folk.gov.uk/synergy/Enquiries/Citizen/ 
FreeSchoolMeals.aspx 

Despite the current situation, planning for the 
next academic year continues and we have been 
in contact with parents and carers of the current 
Year 6 students who will be joining us in 
September. Unfortunately we cannot, under pre-
sent guidance, invite them to visit us as in previ-
ous years but Mr Tawana, Mrs Norman and Miss 
Sperry have been in touch with schools and stu-
dents via online meetings and lots of information 
is being shared with us to help us prepare. We 
have draft plans for a phased return in September 
to enable Year 7 to experience some form of phys-
ical transition to APHS in place of the three transi-

tion days we normally hold in July. This will, of 
course, be dependent on the guidance at that 
time. We will continue to be in touch and update 
you on the situation but if parents of Year 6 stu-
dents have any specific queries or concerns please 
refer to the transition information on the school 
website or use the ‘Contact Us’ form online. 

We are hoping we can all return in September 
and we will hold celebration assemblies to cele-
brate with students the hard work they completed 
prior to Covid-19 and what they have produced 
during remote learning. Many students have faced 
challenges such as family illness and a lack of any 
internet coverage but the effort these students 
have made, despite these challenges, has been 
really impressive. Due to extended absence from 
school, in September all students will be asked to 
complete a range of assessments so we can plan 
the curriculum for the rest of the year and beyond, 
addressing areas on which they need to focus. We 
will also make sure every parent or carer has the 
opportunity to meet with their child’s tutor to dis-

Continued on page 31
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By Cllr Roger Arguile 
Where were we? Stopping is easy – well fairly; 
starting up again is more difficult, but in spite of 
all we decided we needed to meet again if only by 
Zoom. 

So, just to remind you: the Neighbourhood Plan 
is intended to provide policies for the future of 
Wells as a town for its residents and for its visitors 
too. It will be a legal document, not just a wish 
list, which is why it is both new and important. Of 
course, there are forces which we cannot resist and 
powers which we do not have. The question is 
what kind of town we would like to see and what 
needs are there that we would like to see met. 

How do we find out the answer to such ques-
tions? First, you may remember we asked you just 
a year ago what you thought about housing devel-
opment in Wells. Your replies were much valued. 
Now, this will be supplemented by the delayed 
housing needs survey jointly run by Holkham and 
the town council which is scheduled for the 
autumn.  

But we also need to consult directly face-to-face 
with everyone in the town who wants to take an 
interest, not just in housing but about a whole 
range of issues from parking to open spaces – 

whatever concerns people have about the town. It 
needs to be a dialogue. So we intend to set up a 
Neighbourhood Plan website. We intend to use 
Facebook. We need a debate so that ideas can be 
thought about, not just presented for approval. 

All very vague? Let me offer some examples. Tell 
your story. You work in Wells but live elsewhere? 
How does that work – transport, bus times and 
parking? You live in Wells but work elsewhere – 
same issues. You live in Wells but shop elsewhere – 
when and why do you shop wherever you go? 
When you want entertainment, what is lacking in 
Wells that you would value? Music? Eating places? 
Sport, what else? Overall the issues are about what 
you value, what you want to see, what you dislike, 
so that we can draw a picture of what Wells 
should look like and feel like to live in over the 
next twenty years. 

We will take August off but in September we 
will come back with to tell you more and to make 
space for you to say what you want. So, now’s the 
time to start thinking, to write down ideas, to talk 
about them with your family, friends and neigh-
bours so you’ll be ready to take part in the dia-
logue in the autumn – the more ideas we start 
with, the better the plan will be.

Neighbourhood Plan – back in action

been spent in vain, in the hope that we could pro-
vide more homes for a uniquely low cost. 

On the other hand, fundraising has been remark-
ably successful these past fifteen months – as our 
accounts will show when presented at our AGM. 
What a pity, then, that the pandemic stopped our 
‘Auction of Promises’ in March, our stall at the 
Carnival, and the Autumn Fair we hoped to partici-
pate in with the Wells Community Hospital. 

Our main reason for existence is, of course, our 
portfolio of affordable homes. It is gratifying to see 
that it is now 50% higher than it was two and a 

half years ago, and we have a great team in our 
office to manage them. I hope that I will be able to 
announce a further success, on behalf of all my col-
leagues and shareholders, before my time is up.

Continued from page 4

An annual £15 subscription to The Quay makes an ideal gift 
The Quay is delivered free of charge to all properties in the NR23 area. If you have friends or relatives 
who live away, but would like to know what goes on in Wells, please help us to keep our costs down by 
suggesting that they take out an annual subscription – it’s only £15! Send cash or a cheque made 
payable to Quay Publishing Ltd, for that amount to 2d Maryland, Wells next the Sea, Norfolk NR23 1LY 
and include the name and address of the person to whom the subscription should go.

CONTACT Homes for Wells, The Sackhouse, 
Jicklings Yard, Wells next the Sea, Norfolk,  
NR23 1AU 
• Telephone: 01328 711703 
• E-mail: office@homesforwells.co.uk 
• Website: www.homesforwells.co.uk
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ESTABLISHED 1957 
07901 656608

Visit our stall on Wells Quay 
for Fresh Shellfish

A&M FRARY  
Shellfish Ltd

CRAB & LOBSTER FISHERMEN

We Also Do 
Wholesale 

Sales

Ross Fulford 
Brick & Stonework Specialist

• New Builds 
• Extensions 

• Renovations 
• Garden Walls 

• Patios 
• Drives 

All building work undertaken
Tel 01328 710485 • Mob 07775 865161 

Email rjfulford1@gmail.com

Kevin and Stephen Parr 
We are highly experienced with excellent references.  

For a competitive quote contact  
Tel: 01328 710672 Mob: 07850 306176 

34 Freeman Street, Wells next the Sea, Norfolk NR23 1BA 
kspdecorators@googlemail.com

S.T. Sutton
Funeral Directors

Private Chapel of Rest 
Distance No Object 

Pre-paid Funeral Plans Available
Mr G Stratton Dip FD, NAFD 

Burnt Street, Wells next the Sea, NR23 1HL 
01328 710301 (24 hours)

SIMON LEVERETT 
Home Choose Carpets & Blinds

Choose from a massive selection of  
carpets to suit any room at any budget.  
Specially selected ranges for Holiday 

Homes, Caravans, Lets etc...  
Contract carpet/carpet tiles  
for the office or workplace. 

Romans, Rollers and Vertical blinds  
made to measure 

Tel 01485 518018 or 07760 462 788 to 
arrange a visit & free no obligation quotation. 

e-mail simonleverett@btinternet.com 

WHY PAY HIGH STREET PRICES?

Burnham Taxis
Covering 

North Norfolk Coastline 
Local and Long Distance 

1-8 passengers catered for
01328 730580 
Mobile 07798 572733

ALL AIRPORTS COVERED

Evette Price 
Sport and Remedial  
Massage Therapy

Massage therapy can ease the pain of many  
conditions, including: 

• Back Ache • Headaches & Migraine  
• Neck Pain • Frozen Shoulder • Shin Splints  

• Plantar Fasciitis

01328 711563 
www.evetteprice.co.uk
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By David Hissey 
Things in the public transport world are slowly get-
ting back to normal following the recent relaxation 
of lockdown rules by the government. As suggest-
ed previously in The Quay the wearing of face 
masks is now mandatory when travelling on any 
form of public transport but it appears that these 
do not have to be specially made – scarves and 
bandanas are acceptable. But whatever protection 
you choose, the mask should cover the nose and 
mouth and be worn for the whole journey.  

Operators have different ways of managing 
virus transmission, most now have screens behind 
which the drivers sit, there may also be a line on 
the floor which should not be crossed. You should 
pay by contactless methods if possible; otherwise 
have the exact fare or the driver will not always 
have enough change, some operators are replac-

ing change with a ‘change token’ for use on 
future journeys.  

Sunday services have returned to Wells and 
there is now a more frequent service during the 
week. County councils have reinstated the time 
restrictions associated with concessionary passes – 
they can no longer be used before 9.30am 
(Monday to Friday) although operators often offer 
fare reductions to pass holders before this time so 
always show your pass and check exactly what 
the rules are for your journey. Given that things 
are quite likely to change at short notice, do 
check your journey before you travel.  

Here are some useful contacts: nationaljour-
neyplanner.travelinesw.com; nationalrail.co.uk; 
sanderscoaches.com; www.lynxbus.co.uk/bus-
times-fares. There are also some useful telephone 
numbers in The Quay Directory on page 39.

Travel matters

A news presenter 
for Central TV and 
a keen sailor, John 
spent spare time in 
Wells before relo-
cating here on 
retirement. 

Encouraged to 
volunteer his jour-
nalistic experience, 
and his love of the 
sea and the local 
area, John estab-

lished our first press office. John served the sta-
tion for nearly 20 years. 

Communications were traditionally the preserve 
of the lifeboat operations manager and the 
coxswain. Joining as the RNLI initiated significant 
changes; John’s role entailed communicating with 
the crew and community, keeping up with RNLI 
developments and implementing them on station. 
Change has not ceased; personnel, policies and 
procedures have changed again, over the years, 
with John adapting adroitly, so the station and 
community benefit. 

Developments in media applications have been 

extraordinary during John’s tenure, from local 
posters and printed newspaper reports on a shout 
to programmes like ‘Saving Lives at Sea’ and the 
increasing use of social media. John has overseen 
this transition in its entirety. His skills have 
ensured ongoing effective press and media cover-
age, firmly positioning the station in the commu-
nity.  

Alone, that is an achievement; but there are 
other highlights – continuous media engagement 
in 2014, as part of a funding appeal for the new 
Shannon lifeboat; the result a stunning £250,000 
raised in less than 14 months. And then deliver-
ing successive messages over intervening years 
explaining why the Shannon is not yet on station! 
And latterly; playing a significant part in July 
2019 as different media promoted seven days of 
events, marking the 150th anniversary of the 
RNLI lifeboat station in Wells. A memorable week, 
during which the story of the Wells lifeboats, their 
crews and families was shared and celebrated 
with a wide audience.  

John has volunteered tirelessly for the RNLI at 
Wells, contributing knowledge, contacts and 
expertise. We wish him a long, happy and healthy 
second retirement.

RNLI says thanks to John Mitchell 
By Peter Rainsford, Chairman, Wells Lifeboat Management Group and Chris Hardy Lifeboat 
Operations Manager 



Wells Good Companions (formerly Wells 
Pensioners’ Association) 
Despite the slackening of the lockdown rules, for 
the safety of all our members we have decided to 
postpone re-opening the Club until 15 
September. At the moment it’s a little ‘up in the 
air’ as to the speaker on that date but, hopefully, 
we’ll be able to give you more information by the 
time the August edition of The Quay is printed. 
We hope that all of you enjoy the rest of the 
summer and stay safe and well till we meet 
again later in the year. 

Wells Men’s Shed 
The focus in the Wells Men’s Shed has now 
moved to the challenges of reopening the Shed. 
As we mentioned last month the UK Men’s Shed 
Association, along with its Norfolk network, is 
offering various templates relating to best prac-
tices, signage and risk management etc. Our 
members have been digesting these resource 
packs and applying them to our scenario. This is 
not ‘a one size fits all’ situation so we will come 
up with an agreed plan as it applies in our case, 
then we will reopen, although no date has yet 
been set. Normally, we would openly welcome 
visitors to the Shed, but part of the ‘new normal’ 
will mean we will not be able to accept visitors 
on an ad hoc basis. So we are investigating ways 
of an appointment type system for visitors, more 
on this nearer the time. 

Despite all this we are keen to recruit new 
members so if you think the Shed might be your 
‘cup of tea’, please get in touch. We normally put 
the kettle on and have a break over a brew – we 
chat about everything so you always learn stuff, 
there is plenty of light hearted banter too so the 
mood is always friendly. The new normal might 
well mean that for the foreseeable future mem-
bers will have to bring their flasks and biscuits 
for obvious reasons. So sadly the kettle will not 
be whistling but the banter will continue! 

Next our big news is that we have been given 
a 20ft shipping container which we plan to fit 
out as a metalwork shop. The container has kind-
ly been donated by major East of England con-
tractors, the RG Carter Group. Supporting local 
communities is a key part of the values of the 
Carter Group and the Shedders are truly grateful 

for this critical addition to the Shed, which 
almost doubles our work space. The container has 
recently been delivered and is on site and work 
will soon begin on the refit. 

A big thank you to the Carter Group for your 
generous support and we look forward to making 
full use of the container. 

Needless to say, we are excited by the prospect 
of working with metal as well as wood! 
Meantime stay safe and stay alert and as always, 
if you would like more information please visit us 
at www.wellsnexttheseamensshed.weebly.com, 
phone us on 07486 524603 or email us at 
mensshedwells@gmail.com 

Wells Sailing Club 
Sadly sailing has not been possible during lock-
down. Members are currently able to make their 
own arrangements to sail or kayak in the harbour 
but the club remains unable to organise sailing 
or social events at present.  

The committee is making sure it is up to date 
with the latest advice and will keep members 
informed about both organised sailing dates and 
club opening when possible.  

Information will be available on the Sailing 
Club website: https://wellssailingclub.co.uk 

Wells Textile and Embroidery Group 
June was a month of new ideas. The first one was 
to meet up on the Buttlands and keep our dis-
tance but have some face to face contact outside. 
A few people turned up but unfortunately the 
weather turned really cold – too cold to be out-
side.  

Some of the group sent for online kits by 
Corrine Lapierre. From the response of the people 
who bought them all were delighted with them. 
Sending for kits that come with patterns and all 
the materials you need to make the project is 
often a good idea and the choice is huge. From 
cross stitch to big tapestries this is a good intro-
duction if you want to learn to sew.  

Another thing we have been doing is watching 
The Great British Sewing Bee on BBC 1 – how 
nice to see something that relates to us as a 
group.  

If the weather keeps nice the Buttlands idea 
should happen and you would be very welcome 

Clubs, groups and societies
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To keep the Quay Diary on page 42 up to date, please send dates of your meetings and events  
(or cancellations!) for 2020 to editorial@quaypublishing.co.uk 

to join us, at a distance, on Mondays from 
1.30pm to 4pm. 

Wells WI 
What a strange time this has been. The authorities 
are easing the anti Covid restrictions, but Wells WI 
is going to proceed with great caution. Many of 
our members are in vulnerable categories or have 
partners or family who are, so we are being wary.  

All of this means we cannot have our monthly 
meetings, of course, and we have missed our annu-
al outing and the President’s Posh Cream Tea 
(please note, this was not to have been just any 
old cream tea!) 

However, we have been keeping in touch with 
each other by telephone or the internet, and even 
occasionally had a brief conversation – at two 
metre distance – with fellow members. Most impor-
tantly we have kept Covid free. There is always no 
meeting in August so we will just hope life can 
resume some kind of normality in September. 

There has been one very sad loss to our number 
in the death of Amy Lowry. Not just to the WI, but 
to several other organisations in the town, and to 
her many friends and acquaintances. She was a 
member of our committee who often had a way of 
addressing a problem so that it could be dealt 

with in a simpler way. She will be greatly missed, 
not least for her encyclopaedic knowledge of films, 
and her kitchen clearing skills. Dear Amy, RIP. 
l Maureen Dye adds: In June Wells WI lost a 
dear friend, Amy Lowry. She was a valuable and 
longstanding member of the committee. Her 
thinking ‘outside the box’ at meetings and her 
work in the kitchen at events were much appreci-
ated. 

Socially she was active in the life of the town, 
belonging to the Friends of Wells Library, Wells 
Pensioners Association (now Wells Good 
Companions) and Ladies Probus. She also played 
bridge, did crosswords and quizzes were a great 
interest of hers. Her knowledge of films was ency-
clopaedic, partly because of the time she spent in 
cinemas in London in her youth but it was a life-
time pleasure. 

Amy enjoyed travelling the world and visited 
many countries by cruising. Her sharp wit and 
sense of humour always amused her companions. 

She was born in the East End of London within 
hearing distance of Bow Bells. Later she and Des, 
her husband (deceased), moved to Essex and 
when he retired they moved to Wells. She leaves a 
son, Nicholas, and his family. Amy will be greatly 
missed by her many friends.

By Pat Bannister 
Although she died thirteen 
years ago some people in 
Wells may remember Helen 
Flanagan who was deputy 
head at Alderman Peel High 
School and taught English 
and Drama. She was also 
very involved with the 
Granary Theatre, the 
Granary Players and Poetry-
next-the-Sea. 

Helen had to take early 
retirement from teaching 
due to ill health so she 
started writing short sto-
ries and poems, some of 
which were published. 

A year or so after her 

death I found a manuscript 
of a novel she had written 
based on her family history. 
It starts: “Rose Brennan, born 
into a large, sprawling Irish 
Catholic family in Hull, East 
Yorkshire,....” and the title was 
Grace and Xavier. 

I sent the manuscript to her 
sister Anne who has recently 
edited it and had it published. 
If you would like to find out 
more it is called Grace and 
Xavier, A Twentieth-Century 
Marriage, it is available from 
Amazon and costs £7.99 plus 
postage (unless you are an 
Amazon Prime member, when 
postage is free).

New author – Helen Flanagan
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FINCH GARDEN DESIGN
Design • Build • Planting

Creating classic gardens with contemporary 
twists and fabulous planting schemes

www.finchgardendesign.co.uk

Jackie Finch 07776 29 22 11

6a Station Road, Wells next the Sea, NR23 1AE 
Tel: 01328 712080 • Mobile: 07789 267495

Mobile facilities available for the immobile
Tuesday 9am – 12 noon • Wednesday 9am – 7pm 

Thursday 9am – 12.30pm • Friday 9am – 1pm 
Saturday 9am – 4pm

Chi
dermalogica

BEAUTY AND  
THERAPEUTIC 

TREATMENT 
CENTRE
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Beautiful Zen Flow Yoga sessions at the Sack House, Wells. 

Mon & Wed 7-8.15pm & Thurs 10-11.15am. Beginners welcome. 

www.wellbeingbythesea.com Marie 07913 187251 

The Three Horseshoes 
69 The Street, Warham, NR23 1NL 

info@warhamhorseshoes.co.uk 
01328 710547  

A pub with real character.  
Simple, unfussy food made with the best local produce, 
plus local ales and fine wines. Renowned for its pies and 
puddings. Stylish but cosy rooms. Family owned and run.  

Dogs and children welcome.
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• Fencing 
• Hard Landscaping 
• Lawns & Hedges 
• Treework 

Call James for a free, no obligation, estimate on  
01328 710980 or 07769 735662 

Friendly, professional and reliable service. Fully insured.

• Turfing 
• Firewood 
• All garden work 
   undertaken

JMC 
Garden and Landscape Services

• Resin-Bound driveways •

Professional  
Dog Grooming 

Shampoo • Clip • Trim 
25 years’ experience 

Telephone Helen on  

07775 479107 
149 Camping Hill, Stiffkey, NR23 1QL 

www.bonnydogsgrooming.co.uk

Bonny Dogs

The Bowling Green
Free House 
Real Ales 

Home-cooked 
food served daily 
lunchtimes and 

evenings

Church Street, Wells next the Sea 
Tel: 01328 710100 

(Opposite the Church) 
www.bowling-green-inn.co.uk

With B&B and self-catering accommodation



Goodness, when I wrote last month I had no idea 
the wheels would turn so quickly so, as I write, all 
of our churches are open: St Nicholas church is 
open daily from 10am to 4pm and the others to a 
more limited extent. Full details can be found on 
the church noticeboards, on our website – 
www.stnicholaswells.co.uk or on our A Church 
Near You pages. St Nicholas Wells would like to 
say thank you to Black Shuck of Fakenham who 
have donated hand sanitiser for use at the church 
and I would like to add my thanks to everyone 
who has helped prepare our buildings to be 
reopened. In addition, we have been able to 
resume worship and have one Sunday service 
each week on a rotation around the group as fol-
lows:  
l first Sunday of the month – 9.30am at  
   St Withburga Holkham,  
l second Sunday of the month – 9.30am at  
   All Saints Wighton,  
l third Sunday of the month – 9.30am at  
   All Saints Warham,  
l fourth Sunday of the month – 9.30am at  
   St Nicholas Wells.  

I will continue to live-stream on YouTube from 
the Rectory at 11am. As we adjust to relative nor-
mality it is good to be able to welcome back our 
friends who are regular visitors and others who 
are now able to visit this lovely part of the world. 
But we must all be mindful of those who must 
still isolate and our responsibility is to continue to 
be careful.  

We are now permitted to have weddings again, 
although most of this year’s couples have resched-
uled. Funerals at the crematorium and in church-
yards and cemeteries have continued. Please keep 
the families of those whose funerals have taken 
place in your prayers: Eileen Ruffles from Holkham, 
Shirley Kimber from Warham, Peter Wilson from 
Wells and Michael Hopkinson from Wighton.  

If you would like me to add you to my weekly e-
mail circulation, drop me a line on bas@con-
brio.com. If you want to join us for worship the link 
for our YouTube channel, where you will find all our 
services since 29 March is: 
www.youtube.com/channel/UCCbV-
lSQ1HQ1jZvnESfrY2A/
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Methodist church news

News from the Anglican churches

By Sue Scoles 
Although the government is advising that some 
church buildings may be opened for private prayer, 
there are no plans to open the Methodist church in 
Wells at the time of writing. The congregation 
received a long thought-provoking letter from our 
minister Cliff Shanganya, in which he advised us all 
to pause and reflect on the last few months. ‘In the 
same way that passengers on planes rush for the 
exit the minute the plane lands, there is a tempta-
tion for us to mentally ‘rush for the exit’; to put, 
without any thought, the whole two months or so of 
lockdown finally and completely behind us as the 

restrictions are eased. So whilst it’s tempting to 
move quickly on, it’s wise to keep an eye on the 
past too. Let’s pause for a moment before we join 
the crowd rushing for the exit.’ I’m sure there are 
copies of the letter available if anyone would like 
one. 

The concert for what was to be Carnival week 
has, of course, been cancelled. Hopefully next year’s 
concert and whole Carnival week will be bigger and 
better than ever before. We are all hugely grateful 
to Patrick Weston and his Carnival team for the 
exceptional way they have kept everyone’s spirits up 
Continued on page 17
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Your LOCAL Opticians 

Taking an independent view
Comprehensive eye examinations  

and expert advice 
Choose from an exciting range of the latest  

fashion frames or go with the classics – 
 the choice is yours

Richards Opticians 
15 Station Road, Wells 

01328 711014 
Open Mondays & Wednesdays

All types of work considered 
Competitive Rates. Call for quotes 01328 821429 

Bunkers Hill, Egmere, NR22 6AZ 
Servicing for All Makes & Models • Porsche Engine Rebuilds • 

MOT Inspections & Arranged • Diagnostics • Repairs & 
Modifications • Air Con Servicing • Tyres • Sales

CONSULTANCY & DESIGN
Chartered Building Surveyors 

Architectural Solutions 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Friendly and Expert Advice given in: 
• Architectural Design & Planning 
• Building Regulations – Approvals 

• Project Management & Supervision 
• Acquisition Surveys, Building Inspections  

and Structural Reports 
• Dilapidation Surveys & Landlord & Tenant 

• Party Wall Surveyors 
• Building Disputes & Expert Witness work 

• Conservation & Heritage Specialists 
• New Build and Conversion

36 Theatre Road, Wells next the Sea, Norfolk NR23 1DJ 
T: 0845 521 5388 • E: paul@psbconsultancy-design.co.uk 

Regulated by RICS

North Norfolk Pest Control
Jacob Cook, Traditional Pest Control 

Wells next the Sea, Norfolk

• Rabbits •  
• Moles • 
• Wasps • 

• Rats and Mice •
07922 554486 

northnorfolkpests@gmail.com

SKIP IT
MINI SKIP HIRE 

RING RORY 
01328 711384

Stiffkey Road, NR23 1QB 
opposite Wells & Walsingham Light Railway 

 
Delivering sand, ballast and top soil 

We also have a registered scrap yard and 
we will accept  
Cars and Vans 

Washing Machines 
Cookers 
Bicycles 

Grass cutters etc 
that have reached EOL (end of life)

Overlooking the estuary: 
the perfect place to enjoy a relaxing break,  

a meal or just a coffee. 

We have seasonal and permanent  
employment opportunities. 

Tel: 01263 740797 
www.blakeneyhotel.co.uk

BLAKENEY HOTEL
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CHURCH                                                                              DAY                               TIME         SERVICE 
Church of England – Rev Brenda Stewart – 01328 710628 
St Nicholas, Church Street, Wells                                           Sunday                            8.00am     Holy Communion 
                                                                                             1st Sunday of month       11.00am   Worship for All 
                                                                                             2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays  11.00am   Sung Eucharist 
                                                                                             1st Sunday of month       6.30pm     Taize service 
                                                                                             2nd Sunday of month     6.30pm     Evening Prayer 
                                                                                             3rd Sunday of month      6.30pm     Healing service 
                                                                                             4th Sunday of month      6.30pm     Celtic Worship 
                                                                                             Wednesdays                    10.00am   Holy Communion 
                                                                                             1st and 3rd Thursdays     10.00am   Quiet Prayer 
                                                                                             2nd Saturday of month   11.00am   Messy Church 
                                                                                             2nd and 4th Fridays        1.45pm     Little Fishes Parent & toddler group 
St Withburga, Holkham (Remembrance Sunday to Easter,                  1st Sunday                      9.30am     Holy Communion  
services held in Hall Chapel; Easter to Remembrance Sunday in St. Withburga’s) 2nd Sunday                     11.00am   Matins 
All Saints, Warham; St Mary, Warham (Jul and Aug only)      3rd Sunday                     9.30am     Holy Communion 
All Saints, Wighton                                                                2nd & 4th Sundays         9.30am     Holy Communion 
Methodist Churches – Revd. Cliff Shanganya – 01328 862174 
Theatre Road, Wells                                                               Sunday                            11.00am   Morning worship 
                                                                                             Wednesday                     10.30am   Prayer & praise 
Holkham Longlands                                                               4th Sunday                     2.30pm     Sunday worship 
Wighton                                                                                1st and 3rd Sunday         2.30pm     Worship service 
Little Walsingham                                                                 Sunday                           2.30pm     Sunday Worship  
Evangelical Congregational Church Centre – Revd. Neil Woodruff – 07891 968966 
Clubbs Lane, Wells                                                                Sunday                            3.00pm 
                                                                                             Tuesday                           7.30pm     Prayer & Bible study 
Roman Catholic – Father Keith Tulloch – 01328 713044 
Our Lady Star of the Sea, The Buttlands, Wells                         Saturday                         6.00pm     Holy Mass 
                                                                                             Sunday                            9.15am     Holy Mass 
Quakers – 01328 711387 
Friends Meeting House, Church Street, Wells                              Sunday                              10.30am    Meeting for worship 
                                                                                                   Thursday                           5.00pm      Meeting for worship

Church service times

Wells & District Churches Together
Christian Aid Helena Arguile says: ‘Thank you to 
all those who generously donated to Christian Aid 
this year. I hoped my step challenge would raise 
£3,000, but in fact it has raised £4,392 which, with 
added Gift Aid, comes to £5,121! This was far 
beyond our hopes and will build three earth dams 
to conserve and pipe water to drought-affected vil-
lages in eastern Kenya. A fantastic result which 
could not have been achieved without the generous 
support of so many of you!’ 
Wells Action for Fairtrade The Fairtrade 
Foundation has sent the local group confirmation 

that its renewal application has 
been successful and writes:.. ’your 
Fairtrade Town renewal for 2020 
has been successful. It’s been fan-
tastic to hear about everything 
that you have achieved in the 
past few years. Your group has 
demonstrated dedication to take 
your campaign forward and 
ensure Fairtrade becomes part of 
daily life in Wells.’ The certificate 
will be publicly displayed shortly.

during lockdown and in particular for the children in 
the town. 

Thanks must also go to Colin Garwood and his 
team who are continuing to provide us with a week-
ly newsletter and a short service for those who wish 
to follow it. It helps to keep us all connected and in 

touch with each other. Also thanks to Angela 
Fennell, who is keeping her fitness level up by deliv-
ering the newsletter all around the town. 

The foodbank continues to need your contribu-
tions. Whatever you can afford to give, it all helps. 
Thank you. 

A reminder of Cliff's phone number: 01328 
862174.

Continued from page 15
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Above The Present House on the Buttlands 

Beauty and Holistic Therapy 

Elemis, O.P.I, bareMinerals, St.Tropez 

Products and Treatments 

Sun Bed and Flabélos Machine 

Open Monday - Saturday 

01328 710446 

www.beauty-next-the-sea.co.uk 

Beauty-next-the-Sea 

Burnham Market Village Hall 
Cardio and Core • Mondays 5.30-6.30pm 

North Creake Village Hall 
Circuits • Saturdays 9.30-10.30am 

Brancaster Village Hall 
Fit over 50 • Mondays 9.30-10.30am 

 
Seated Exercise Sessions 

Fakenham Library • Mondays 2.15-3.00pm 
Wells Library • Tuesdays 10.00-10.45am  

and 11.00-11.45am 
Wells Hospital • Thursdays 10.30-11.15am 
(transport can be arranged through the hospital) 

The Old Stables Pilates Studio,  
Brancaster • Fridays 12.30-1.15pm

FITNESS WITH SUE

Booking essential directly with Sue – limited spaces! 
Personal Training for individuals or small groups

Sessions delivered by Sue Gathercole – Cardio & Core 
Mobile 07774 245810 Email sue@cardioandcore.co.uk



I hope the following 
information is useful – 
presently restrictions, 
easing of restrictions 
and warning of return-
ing restrictions mean it 
is important to make 
use of websites which 
are kept up-to-date. 
And when you know 
someone who cannot 
access such websites 

but would find any information important please 
see if you can ring them and/or offer to drop a 
copy of the information through their letter box.  

Whilst most if not all of the restrictions/regula-
tions/advice/guidance (fill in any other descrip-
tors you have heard) are subject to change and 
interpretation there is one which the scientists 
advising the government have stuck by – and 
which I and, I think, many of our residents will 
applaud – the two meter social distancing rule: 
IMPORTANT two metre social distancing 
rule Following a review, the Prime Minister has set 
out that where it is not possible to stay two metres 
apart, guidance will allow people to keep a social 
distance of ‘one metre plus’. This means staying 
one metre apart, plus mitigations which reduce the 
risk of transmission. 
NB People should continue to stay two metres 
away from others where ever possible – the new 
‘one metre plus’ rule does not invalidate this origi-
nal advice.  

Hopefully the statements ‘where it is not possi-
ble’ and ‘where ever possible’ are spelt out on the 
government’s website: www.gov.uk/coronavirus – 
where you can find other information on coron-
avirus including guidance, support and announce-
ments. 
Coronavirus information and links from NCC 
Other updated sources include www.nhs.uk/coro-
navirus and the Norfolk County Council website: 
www.norfolk.gov.uk  
Face masks mandatory at NHS hospitals The 
Department for Health and Social Care (DHSC) 
has announced that all staff in hospitals in 

England have been provided with surgical masks 
with the expectation that they will be worn. 
Members of the public are strongly urged when 
attending hospital to wear a face covering – if not, 
a face mask will be provided in emergencies. 
Norfolk libraries prepare to re-open – NCC’s 
Libraries and Health and Safety Teams are putting 
together measures to ensure libraries can open to 
the public with minimal risk to staff and visitors. 
Work including layout changes and training for all 
library staff to keep risk to a minimum will contin-
ue over the coming weeks. Details of locations, ser-
vices offered and opening dates of the library 
branches will be published soon – including on the 
NCC website.  
Digital devices for disadvantaged children 
Norfolk County Council has taken receipt of 
approximately 1,800 devices for Norfolk’s disad-
vantaged children which we believe will be suffi-
cient. Determining who needs a device has taken 
time but distribution should be under way.   
Recycling centres Wells Recycling Centre is open 
but with certain caveats to accommodate safety 
regulations – check the website which will be kept 
up-to-date as restrictions are removed and hopeful-
ly a wider range of items can be received. For infor-
mation, detailed safety instructions and guidance 
on using the recycling centres during Covid-19 visit 
www.norfolk.gov.uk/recyclingupdates 
Compost bins Cut price to Norfolk residents – 
220 litre compost bins for £10, buy one get one 
half price – go to www.getcomposting.com or 
email customer.care@getcomposting.com 
Composting food waste NCC’s Waste 
Department informs me that Bokashi bins allow 
you to compost all your food waste including 
meat, fish, dairy products and any other organic 
material in one container. You can add your 
kitchen waste to a Bokashi bin, sprinkle on a hand-
ful of Bokashi Bran and seal the air tight lid to 
start the fermenting process. After a few weeks 
your waste can be added to a conventional com-
post heap, or dug straight into the ground. For 
Norfolk residents the Bokashi bin twin pack is 
available at a reduced price of £15, from 
www.getcomposting.com
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County council news 
By Marie Strong, Norfolk County Councillor

CONTACT Marie Strong by e-mail on marie.strong@norfolk.gov.uk or phone 07920 286597
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Paul Bishop 
Builder 

Wells next the Sea

Extensions & Renovations 
Building Repairs & Maintenance 

Painting & Decorating 
 

All roof work & leadwork 
Specialist in fibreglass flat roofing

Mobile: 07771 863318 
Home: 01328 710283

Competitive rates 
Professional Service

Worzels Roofing
Roof tiler/slater

Call Darron on  
01760 755024 or 07990 972381 anytime 

www.worzelsroofing.com

New, Strip and Retile 
UPVC Gutters and Fascias (inc cleaning) 

Chimney rebuild and repoint 
Leadwork, Moss Removal 

Loft Insulation, Timber Treatment 
Roof Ventilation

Over 15 years experience • Free estimates.

Wells  
Car & Marine  

Services
All makes and ages of cars serviced, 
repaired, MOT’d and diagnosed by 

fully trained experienced 
mechanic/technician, providing a 

fast, friendly efficient service at very 
competitive rates. 

Free car health checks. 
Reduced rates for OAPs. 

Marine engine and repairs  
also undertaken.

Call Tim Ashby 
07710 217792 or 01328 710376

Leftley’s
Your local Supermarket

1-3 Staithe Street, Wells next the Sea 
Norfolk NR3 1AG • Tel 01328 710327

Look no further for the Keenest 

Prices for Your everyday needs!

Open until 6.30pm

FREE LOCAL DELIVERIES

Wells next the Sea 
Established since 1985 
Free quotes and advice

NCASH PAINTING 
AND DECORATING

Tel 01328 711455 
Mobile 07748 755663 

Email: hassanhagag@btinternet.com
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WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA

The Globe Inn and Spicer’s House 
on The Buttlands 

Wells-next-the-Sea 
Norfolk NR23 1EU 
Tel: 01328 710206  

www.theglobeatwells.co.uk

CAN’T BEAR TO LEAVE WELLS? 
THEN WHY NOT STAY...

Contemporary restaurant with great food 
Sunny courtyard for al fresco dining 

Wood-fired, stone-baked pizzas  
through the summer 

19 beautiful & comfortable ensuite bedrooms  
from singles to apart-hotel suites

Professional tree surgery undertaken 
Free quotes and advice 

Fully qualified and insured 
Approved contractors by  
Norfolk County Council  

 
www.angliantreeworks.co.uk 

Email: angliantreeworks@gmail.com 
Telephone: 01263 502549 

Mobile: 07539 341166

IMPRESS 
LAUNDRY 
SERVICES

Holiday Homes : B&Bs : Hotels 

Service washes : Ironing service 

Dry cleaning : Alterations: Repairs 

Delivery service available 

01328 820148 

enquiries@impresslaundryservices.com
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Theatre Road, Wells 
01328 711386 • www.wellsclub.co.uk 

New members welcome 
Membership options available 

Live Sport • Live Music • Jukebox  
Snooker • Pool • Darts

Wells War Memorial Institute Club

Motor Sport Equipment 

Deliveries 

United Kingdom and Europe

Light Removals  

Antiques Deliveries

TV & Video Film Assistant  

& On Location Deliveries

Music 

Equipment 

Deliveries

Exhibition & 

Conference Setup

Kenny Greenfield 
+44 (0) 7860 527 716 

email: kennygreenfield@hotmail.com

EFFICIENT PERSONAL SERVICE
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The 
Soap 
Shop

Beautiful and luxurious soaps handmade in Wells by  
The Natural Soap Company Ltd

Paraben free foam baths, shower gels,  
body lotions, shampoos, conditioners and 

hand washes 
Face creams • Hand creams 

Foot creams • Calendula balms 
 

Live life without plastic with our 
soaps and shampoo soaps! 

NEW 
Aluminium bottles

Also available by mail order at 
www.naturalsoap.co.uk

The Quay, Wells next the Sea 
Underneath the gantry! 

01328 711807

MOTs • Servicing & Repairs 
Tyres • Batteries • Exhausts 

Engine Diagnostics 
All makes and models welcome

www.dunthornesgarage.co.uk 
Tel: 01328 711640 
Fax: 01328 710393 

E-mail: dunthornesgarage@gmail.com 

Great Eastern Way 
Wells next the Sea, NR23 1LT 

Dunthorne’s Garage 

Local family business established 1969 
Friendly and reliable service  

at competitive rates

Car Sales & 
MOT Testing Centre  

Class IV

Stiffkey Road, Wells next the Sea, Norfolk NR23 1QB 
info@blueskiescampsite.co.uk • 07557 021660

Small, friendly, family campsite • Tents, touring caravans and motor homes 
Dogs and children welcome

All local hotels and B&Bs have 5 stars,  
Blue Skies Campsite has 8 million!
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Dorrington House
in Wells 

Caring for  
Older People

For further details, please visit our website 
www.dorrington– house.co.uk  

or e-mail steve@dorringtonhouse.com

PIERCE TILING
CERAMIC • PORCELAIN • NATURAL STONE
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There will be no town council meetings for the foreseeable future. To contact Wells town council go to  
wellstc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk or phone 01328 710564 or email clerk@wellstowncouncil.org.uk

Wells town council

Wells rainfall roundup for June 
By Keith Leesmith 
After three dry months, June came in as an average month for rainfall. I regard ‘average’ as anything 
between 10% below and 10% above the actual calculated figure and for June over 30+ years this is 
63mm. My measured rainfall was 58mm so this is within the above criteria. In fact, the 58mm was 
just slightly more than the total for March, April and May, making it seem more than it actually was. 
The crops on my allotment have certainly looked healthier after each batch of rain and I guess that 
the commercial growers have also been pleased, even if the hot sun and sometimes strong wind have 
meant that the dampness has been short-lived.

By Miranda Marshall, Hayes + Storr 
The government’s ‘Post Covid-19 recovery plan’ 
sounds good to me and you, doesn’t it? I mean, 
what’s not to like? We could all do with a bit of 
recovery. Wrong: in politico-speak, it means tax-
hikes! 

But…. who and what to tax? Income will be 
down for most of us, whether earned or through 
investments. Many self-employed people and 
companies will have earned much less or even lit-
tle or nothing (unless you sell PPE or hand-sanitis-
er, video games or home hair-dyeing kits). Those 
with a hospitality, tourism or personal care busi-
ness are likely to be struggling mightily. 
Spending is down, despite the ‘non-essential’ 
shops now being open, and with it VAT. So what 
is left to tax?  

How to square this with the traditional conser-
vative voter? Boris and his side-kick Dominic 
Cummings have another four years in Downing 
Street, so short term pain may have been forgot-
ten by 2024.  

The country collectively needs to feel down the 
backs of sofas and smash open its piggy banks to 
pay for all the furloughed workers, the 
Nightingale Hospitals, the Bevanite big govern-
ment….. 

In early July the chancellor Rishi Sunak will 
make some announcements intended to promote 
a post-coronavirus recovery, although HM 
Treasury has stressed that the ‘fiscal event’ will 
stop short of a second Budget.  

The emergency measures introduced by the 
government to help workers during the Covid cri-
sis is said to be costing the Treasury about 
£14,000,000,000 each month (that’s 14 billion 
GBP, a lot of noughts). It will increase public sec-
tor borrowing to £300,000,000,000 this year. 

Cue, otherwise politically-impossible, tax 
increases.  

The items on the pundits’ ‘hit-lists’ are Capital 
Gains Tax (CGT) rates, Inheritance Tax (IHT) 
reliefs (especially business and agricultural prop-
erty reliefs), Stamp duty Land Tax and tax-free 
pension lump sums. Time to examine your tax-
planning!  

Take professional advice; and especially so if 
you are planning gifts as part of succession or 
Inheritance Tax planning, or are buying a house. 
If you are lucky enough still to have any assets 
showing a capital gain which you wish to sell or 
give, these too will need careful review.  

The 100% reliefs on IHT on farming and busi-
ness assets are easy targets. The threat is that 
they will go down to 50%. So too is the CGT 
‘uplift’ on death, which wipes out all gains to 
that point.  

The second Budget is due in the autumn so we 
may be spared until then. But it will be easier 
politically for the government to introduce tax 
increases sooner rather than later in the wake of 
the Coronavirus.  

The two Chinese curses of Covid-19 and ‘living 
in interesting times’ go hand-in-hand. 

Promoting recovery post-Covid
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Painter & Decorator 
Tom Frary 
8 Binham Road 
Warham 
Wells next the Sea 
Norfolk 
NR23 1NS 
Tel: 01328 711255 
Mob: 07909 530954 
E-mail: thomas18quad24@gmail.com

 
Interior/Exterior 
Free Estimates

Free estimates and advice 
Purpose made doors, 
 windows and repairs

Need a Carpenter?
Phone Clive on  

01328 710255 or  
Mobile: 07747 535303

Email needa.carpenter2000@yahoo.co.uk

Whin Hill Cider
Stearman’s Yard 
Wells-next-the-Sea 

Quality Cider 
& 

Apple Juice

01328 711821 or 07769 571423 
www.whinhillcider.co.uk

Declan Goode  
Computer Services 

Computer/laptop setup, repair & upgrades 
 

30 years experience in electronics industry 
No local call-out fee - No job too big or small 

Wells Next The Sea • Tel: 07726 129480 
 

WWW.DECTRONIX.CO.UK

The King’s Arms
Blakeney

Warm, friendly, traditional family-run public house.  
En suite accommodation

Included in most Good Pub guides 
01263 740341

Breakfast 
Afternoon tea & cake 

and famous fish and chips

48 Staithe Street, Wells next the Sea 
Tel 01328 710409

Shoe-Stop 
Wells-next-the-Sea 
Local independent shoe shop with 

personal professional service

Rieker 
Earth Spirit 

Jana 

Cipriata 
Remonte 
Padders 

Open Every Day

Alice Collins Clothing

Slippers & Wellies for everyoneChocolate • Chutney 
Fudge • Real Ale 
Cheese • Wine 

Gin • Vodka 
Local Art

Samples available to try!
16 Freeman Street, Wells next the Sea, NR23 1AS

A new shop in Wells 
Local produce
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Wells flood warden team news 
By Mike and Marie Strong, joint coordinators

By Peter Barton 
The world has changed in 
2020. As a result of 
coronavirus all of us are 
more aware that we 
can’t take things like 

health for granted. As we 
emerge from lockdown, 

many of us are being forced to 
take a fresh look at our financial plans.  

Our goals might be the same. We may want to 
buy a home, to build wealth and retire in comfort. 
But how and when we plan to reach those goals 
may have changed. We may not want to work for 
so long, preferring to spend more time with our 
loved ones, for example. We may want to increase 
the financial protection we have for our peace of 
mind. 
What exactly is financial planning? 
We don’t reach financial targets by luck but by 
careful planning. It starts with an initial meeting 
with your financial adviser – which can be con-
ducted via video conferencing if necessary. This 
will let your adviser get to know you and under-
stand the things you want to achieve in your life 
by building up a picture of your current circum-
stances, your immediate financial needs and your 
long-term goals and priorities. It will be personal 
to you because your circumstances and plans will 
always be unique to you.  

Your adviser will then work out the best strate-
gy to help you to reach those goals. 

The recommendations, including the strategies 

to reach your financial goals, will be recorded in a 
personal report, with costs and details of the prod-
ucts and investments you need. Your adviser will 
go through its contents, explaining the benefits 
and any risks. It should help you gain a clear pic-
ture of the kind of financial future you could be 
enjoying. 

Independent financial advisers, such as 
Continuum, will provide ‘whole of market’ advice 
– meaning that they recommend the most suit-
able solutions for your needs from across the 
entire market.  
Putting your plan to work 
Once you’re happy with the recommendations and 
agree on your personal financial plan, your advis-
er will implement the recommendations. They will 
help you complete the necessary paperwork and 
co-ordinate the entire process, ensuring that your 
plan is going to work to help you reach your 
financial goals. But your life will change, and your 
plans will change with it as the years go by, so at 
Continuum lifestyle financial planning means 
building a long-term relationship, with regular 
reviews. We work to ensure that whenever you 
need help to look at your circumstances, someone 
you already know and trust will be there to pro-
vide it. 
 
The information contained in this article is based on the opinion of Continuum and does not consti-
tute financial advice or a recommendation to suitable investment strategy. You should seek indepen-
dent financial advice before embarking on any course of action. The value of investments can fall as 
well as rise and you may get back less than you invested. 

Peter Barton is an Independent Financial Adviser at Continuum. Tel: 01603 879875 or 07787 
561087. Email: peter@mycontinuum.co.uk Website: www.mycontinuum.co.uk  

Continuum is a trading name of Continuum (Financial Services) LLP Falcon House, Eagle Road, 
Langage, Plymouth, PL7 5JY which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Continuum (Financial) Services LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership. Company registration number 
OC393363. Registered in England & Wales.

Putting your financial plan to work

Lockdown appeared an ideal time for our flood 
wardens to go around their sectors door to door, 
updating their information on residents and their 
contact details. However, since our wardens’ move-
ments were, like all residents, restricted in one way 
or another this was not to be. 

However to ensure the safety of our resident 
community within the flood risk sectors we need to 
keep our records up to date. Therefore if you live in 
a flood risk sector and have new or newish neigh-
bours please ask them if they have been in contact 

with us. If you have recently become resident in 
Wells and are wondering if your house is within a 
flood risk area check the information below. If your 
property is within the areas named please contact 
us on 01328 710743.  

Properties to the north of the town, dependent 
on their precise location or height above ordinance 
datum, will be at risk in a tidal flood situation 
namely: 
Sector 1 The Quay – from the flood barrier to the 

Continued on page 29



The Quay • July 2020 • 28

DELIVERIES & REMOVALS
REGULAR DELIVERIES: LOCAL TOWNS, AUCTIONS ETC 

EBAY PICK UPS AND DELIVERIES 
RELOCATING – FRANCE OR SPAIN – NO PROBLEM 

ROADIE SERVICE – BANDS/GROUPS/ACTS ETC 

35CWT LUTON BODY VAN – 20 CU METRE CAPACITY 
COMPETITIVE RATES – VAN & DRIVER 

PROMPT RELIABLE SERVICE 
SECURE STORAGE CAN BE ARRANGED 

PERSONALLY RUN – NO JOB TOO SMALL 
BASED NEAR FAKENHAM, NORFOLK 

FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE/ESTIMATE 
PHONE MARK ON 07850 281448 

E-MAIL: BLUEBELLREMOVALS@BTINTERNET.COM

BLUEBELL CAFÉ 24
Breakfasts • Freshly-made sandwiches, 

baguettes, toasties, paninis, variety of fillings 
Specialising in crab, king prawn, crayfish 

Homemade cakes 
Fairtrade teas • Fresh ground coffee 

Milkshakes 
EAT IN OR TAKEAWAY 

24 Freeman Street, Wells next the Sea NR23 1BA

Holt Foot Clinic Ltd • Podiatry/Chiropody Services 

Nail cutting  
Corn and callus removal 
Diabetic care and review 
Fungal nail and skin treatments 
Foot wear and foot care advice 
Ingrowing toe nail surgery 
Diagnosis and treatment of pain  
  (Biomechanical assessments) 
Home visits available 

FIND US 
Railway Cottages Yard 4 Station Road, Holt, NR25 6BS  
Wells Community Hospital, Mill Road, Wells, NR23 1RF  
    Mondays from 8.30am to 12.30pm and 1pm to 5pm 
To make an appointment ring 01263 711011 
HCPC registered 

Ray West
General Builder

Extensions • Alterations
Specialist in sympathetic restoration  
of period properties using traditional 

methods and materials
For a free estimate and  

friendly advice call 
01328 711994

Country 
Dogs

DOG GROOMING PARLOUR
Microchipping available

18 Freeman Street, Wells next the Sea • 01328 711118
Established 18 years
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News from Wells RNLI

Visit our website at www.wellslifeboat.org

cottages on the corner of Standard Road. 
Sector 2 East Quay and Standard Cottages. 
Sector 3 Freeman Street and several metres up 
Dogger Lane, Chapel Yard, Mindhams Yard, 
Blackhorse Yard and The Glebe. 

 Last month we commented on the importance 
of the North Bank and East Bank in helping protect 
the rear of the town. Despite reinforcement, over 
time we cannot be sure of their integrity during a 
major incident. When a Severe Flood Warning has 
been issued we have to ensure that residents in the 
back of the town are warned to prepare their 
defences. Those properties deemed at risk in the 
back of the town by the Environment Agency are: 

Sector 4 Northfield Crescent from the north-east-
ern bend through Maryland to Polka Road. The 
southernmost point of Knitting Needle Lane and 
Bluebell Gardens. 
Sector 5 Marsh Lane, Church Plain and the south-
ernmost houses in High Street. 
Sector 6 Church Street, Crown Bungalows, 
Whalebone Yard and Honeymoon Row. 
Sector 7 Burnt Street. 

Further information on flooding, flood defences 
and registering for Environment Agency warnings 
are available on the town council website: 
wellstc.norfolkparishes.co.uk 

The next big tides to look out for are in August 
and September but we cannot discount smaller 
tides piggy-backing in very strong winds. 

Coronavirus update In the current national sit-
uation, we should be highly appreciative of all 
those who are continuing to serve in the emergen-
cy and caring services and key workers in essential 
services. This includes the Wells lifeboat and shore 
crews who continue to be on call for incidents at 
sea. Since the lockdown, there have been two 
shouts, one as reported in The Quay in June and 
the second as reported below. The crews had 
another update meeting on Thursday 4 June at 
which further training was given. The station has 
been fully assessed and the appropriate measures 
undertaken to make the station Covid compliant 
in every respect. 
Guidance to the public The RNLI guidance is, 
‘if you are thinking of going afloat, please inform 
others of your intentions in advance, make sure 
that your boat is in good, safe working order and 
do not venture beyond the safe limits of your ves-
sel’s capabilities and the experience of you and 
your crew. At all times be extra cautious’.  
Six people guided to safety in Wells har-
bour Following the involvement of the Wells 
inshore lifeboat in a multi-agency callout with 
Hunstanton RNLI hovercraft and the Coastguards 
at Scolt Head on Tuesday 23 June, the Wells 
inshore lifeboat returned to Wells at 6pm. As the 
inshore lifeboat approached Wells harbour six 
people were identified as being in danger of 
being cut off by the tide on the beach extending 

out on the northwest side of the harbour. They 
were given the relevant safety advice by the Wells 
crew and swiftly crossed back to the main beach 
before being cut off by the incoming tide. The 
inshore lifeboat arrived back at the boathouse at 
6.33pm and was sanitised, refuelled and ready 
again for service at 7pm.  
Beach lifeguards The RNLI has announced that 
three lifeguards will be on duty on Wells beach 
each day between 10am and 6pm from Thursday 
4 July to Sunday 6 September.  
Donations Any donations to the RNLI are always 
appreciated.

Wells all-weather lifeboat launching on service...

Continued from page 27
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Foot problems treated include: 
 

Toenail trimming • Corns 
 

Callus removal • Verrucae 
 

Fungal infections • In growing toenails 
 

Athletes Foot • Diabetic Foot care 
 
 

Sandra Harrod  
Dip FH MCFHP MAFHP 

Foot Health Practitioner 
01328 710022 • 07766 016454

Foot Perfect
fp

Heritage House

Adult Day Care 
5 days a week 
01328 711333 
www.heritagehousewells.org.uk 
Charity number: 1062170

Excellence in Care
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Cooking with Carla Phillips
Courgettes, courges, marrows: a sweet and sour pickle
Here’s looking at a bumper harvest of cour-
gettes! Inevitably some of these will morph into 
‘grown up’ courges... more of a culinary chal-
lenge! In that spirit I am offering my recipe for 
sweet and sour pickled marrow. If you have a 
glut of small courgettes, you can use this recipe; 
you’ll need less in weight of the smaller cour-
gettes, and less time salting and pressing them, 
but they will turn out equally delicious. I’ve been 
handing out this recipe for about 50 years, but 
people still get in touch asking for it – and I am 
not sure whether I have ever put it in The Quay. 

Of course, if you have an overgrown cour-
gette, once you have grated it, salted it, com-
bined it with some chopped onion and squeezed 
some of the moisture out (I use a J-Cloth), you 
can add a bit of flour and an egg to it all, for a 
rissole or vegetable cake.Still, here is that recipe 
for a truly marvellous pickle. 
Ingredients approximately 1kg of marrow, 
courge or slightly less in weight (600g) cour-
gettes; 600g onions, thinly sliced; 2-3 red pep-
pers, finely sliced; 1 chilli, de-cored, de-seeded 

and finely chopped; 2 teaspoons of salt; 300ml 
cider vinegar, 450g sugar; 1 level teaspoon 
turmeric; 1 teaspoon of pickling spice or ½ tea-
spoon each of celery seed and mustard seeds.  
Method If using marrow or courge, peel it 
scoop out the seeds and soft pith in the middle. 
Finely slice it into small chunks. For courgettes, 
simply slice into small, pickle style chunks. Then 
combine with the sliced onions, peppers and 
chilli in a large bowl, sprinkling them with the 
salt. Mix it all well, then place this in a colander. 
Place a plate over them and something heavy 
on top of the plate,and then leave it all to drain 
for at least an hour or two. Overnight is fine. 

In a large saucepan, dissolve the sugar in the 
cider vinegar over gentle heat. Add the spices 
and turmeric and bring it to the boil. Tip the 
vegetables into the saucepan and turn up the 
heat, bringing it all to a heavy boil. Cook for five 
minutes or so, until the marrow-courgette pieces 
look slightly translucent. Spoon this into clean 
wide-mouthed jars. Seal, keep refrigerated once 
opened and use within three or four months.

cuss their future progress, any concerns and what 
support they will need to succeed. 

The Year 9 preference/options process is 
almost complete and Year 11 grades have been 
scrutinised, analysed and checked, following all 
the procedures laid out for schools nationally. 
Results day is Thursday 20 August. We are not 
allowed to divulge any grades we have submitted 
and they also may change following scrutiny at a 
national level. How this day is organised will be 
dictated by the guidance at that time. 

We do not know what expectations will be 

placed on schools during the normal summer 
break. Unfortunately we get no prior warning of 
announcements. Once we know more and find out 
details we will of course let you know. 

There has been a lot of information shared and 
publicised about mental health and wellbeing. I 
think we all, at times, find the current situation a 
challenge but I know as a community we have 
everything we need to succeed if we work togeth-
er. I have attached some Top Tips for resilience 
which I hope you find useful – see page 6. 

Please let your children know we miss them 
and are really looking forward to seeing our 
school community all back together again.

Continued from page 6

Life is returning to normal in Wighton with the 
reopening of The Carpenters Arms on 8 July. Andy 
and Izzy are taking bookings for indoor tables and 
offering some of their menu for takeaway. Services 
are also resuming at All Saints and the church is 
open to visitors on Sundays. 

Recent winners of the 100 Club are: Sophie 
Trend, David Skinner and Chris and Christine Moore 
(March); Jill Butler, Graham Able and Patrick 
Charlton (April); Cynthia Howlett, Robbie Guillory 

Wighton news

Continued on page 37
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By Miranda Marshall, Hayes + Storr 
In 2009 I took over the Wells office and the first 
article I wrote for The Quay was titled ‘Changes in 
the Law’. It seems right and poignant to use the 
same heading for this article. 

I regret to advise you that Hayes + Storr’s Wells 
office premises closed at the end of June. The cur-
rent building located in Chancery Lane in Wells will 
be handed back to the landlords. I am personally 
very sad about this. I have had a wonderful 11 
years working in Wells and have made many 
friends. First, the Bank closed and now we are going 
too. 

Had I not been delighted to head up the Wells 
office in 2009, it would have closed. Since then we 
have become more modern and have better technol-
ogy, which means that we can operate remotely and 
‘carry our office with us’. Modern office standards 
mean that quaint, beautiful, but frankly infuriating 
old offices are no longer appropriate and of course 
the modern hygiene requirements of Covid-19 have 
hastened that. 

We are not leaving Wells, however. We are 
already making plans to have a regular surgery, 
with better access and more Covid-19 secure premis-
es within the town. This will be attended by our 
lawyers on a regular weekly basis.  

Two of my colleagues live in Wells. Laura Weston 
is a Wells girl and wins the prize for the longest-serv-
ing employee with 21 years. Laura’s specialisation is 
wills and probate, and particularly elderly client ser-
vices (a bespoke and growing area of practice). 
Stephanie Connor is a highly experienced property 
solicitor who, as well as carrying out conveyancing, 
advises on a wide range of property matters. The 
third member of the team is John Newham, a wise 
and vastly experienced probate and wills solicitor. 

Both Laura and Stephanie have strong links with 
Wells and are involved with the carnival and other 
local events. I live a five minute drive from Wells 
and I am afraid you are not getting rid of me that 
easily! I too will maintain my links with the town 
through local charities, community and cultural 
events. 

Covid-19 has hastened the demise of the Wells 
office. As many of you will have noticed, it has been 
in a somewhat sorry physical state for a while and a 
radical overhaul to the structure is needed. 

Although I enjoyed the most beautiful office with a 
lovely view, it was very different for the rest of the 
team. 

Hayes + Storr bought a new large office in Holt 
at the start of the year. We have long been looking 
for larger premises, but this was just a little bigger 
than we envisaged. There will therefore be room to 
house lots of us, together with the existing Holt 
staff. It is the old NatWest Bank in Holt and so has 
easier parking and disabled access. Our next-door-
neighbour Budgens supermarket was tragically 
burnt to a shell last month; but amazingly, the mag-
nificent Norfolk Fire Service saved our new offices 
and with a delay of a month or so, it should be 
ready for occupation in the autumn. Fingers 
crossed!  

Let me reassure you that all Wells deeds and doc-
uments, Wills, Powers of Attorney etc, will be moved 
by Hayes + Storr staff to our Fakenham office for 
permanent safekeeping. The storage numbers will 
remain the same. Any keys or other items held for 
safekeeping will also be transferred. 

Stephanie, Laura, John and I will be happy to 
continue to offer home visits. These are often more 
convenient, secure and personal than calling at the 
office premises. I find that, especially for many of 
our older clients, meetings at home are more 
relaxed and productive.  

So, John, Stephanie, Laura and I are not leaving 
Wells, although the office premises are shutting. 
Just as soon as the world develops into the ‘new 
normal’ we will let you know of our new client-meet-
ing arrangements in Wells. 

If any of you would like to discuss how these 
arrangements will impact upon you, please do not 
hesitate to telephone me or any others of the team 
on 01328 710210, where the phone calls will be 
answered and transferred.  

I would be devastated if any of our clients felt 
that we had forsaken them. The speed of the move 
has been forced upon us by circumstances. Covid-19 
has affected many people’s lives more dramatically 
and cruelly.
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Changes in the law

CONTACT Hayes + Storr, 18/19 Market Place, 
Fakenham NR21 9BH  
• Tel 01328 863231  
• Email miranda.marshall@hayes-storr.com 
• Website www.hayesandstorr.co.uk
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1-1 and group personal training in the comfort of your own 
home, outdoors or in a gym 

Paracise class Mondays at the Wells Maltings – 1.30pm  
Circuit Class for all abilities – Wednesdays 6.30pm at  

Wells Alderman Peel High School 

Contact Amy for more details  
Mob: 07769 110532 

 Email: emersonfitness@yahoo.co.uk

Helping people lead a more active and healthy lifestyle 

INSTALLATIONS • REWIRES • REPAIRS

Domestic and commercial electricians 
07925 827311 

contact@rwestelectrical.co.uk
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Mailbag 
Please address your news, views and comments to The Quay, 2d Maryland, Wells next the Sea, 

NR23 1LY. Please note that the views expressed in the letters we print are the views of the  
letters’ authors and NOT the views of the editor or the board of Quay Publishing Ltd.

Having spent the last three months self isolat-
ing, I enjoy watching people passing and chil-

dren playing on the Buttlands. Recently a car with 
four young people/teenagers parked outside my 
house and I probably smiled at them as they 
walked off. On their return they all looked very 
happy and cheerful and we waved at each other 
as they drove away. A short time later they 
returned and presented me with a beautiful bou-
quet of roses and carnations with a note: ‘to the 
Lady in the window – we thought you would 
enjoy flowers’. What a wonderful and uplifting 
gesture – I wish I knew who they were and could 
thank them again. They said they were visiting 
and had enjoyed their time in Wells. 
Ann Forrest, The Buttlands, Wells 

I know there are mixed feelings about the easing 
of lockdown and the return of visitors to Wells. I 

feel very fortunate to have been able to spend 
lockdown in our lovely town, where the communi-
ty has pulled together and we have been able to 
breathe fresh air. Of course we don’t want visitors 
to bring the virus, but perhaps we now need to be 
more ready to share what we have?  

Our economy depends on visitors, who come 
here because they also need to be able to rest, 
relax and enjoy what we have everyday. I’m 
relieved I haven’t had to spend this time cooped 
up with young children on a city estate! Well 
done to all who have worked hard to open up the 
town safely again.  

There will be some visitors who don’t behave as 
we would like, but that is always the way. Most 
will want to preserve what they find here and go 
home refreshed (and they may have spent some 
money too!)  
Helena Arguile, Wells

By Christine Hiskey 
The closure of Hayes and Storr’s office, on the corner 
of Chancery Lane and the Buttlands, brings to an 
end the solicitor’s practice on that site that has 
served Wells for the past 185 years.  

The founder of the firm, Robert Thurston Loynes, 
was the son of a blacksmith in Holt. In 1834-35, 
recently qualified after five years as an articled clerk, 
he moved to Wells, to the Buttlands, and set up in 
practice. He died in 1871 but his home, Monteagle, 
stayed in the family. During his career he saw the 
coming of the railway to Wells, the building of the 
beach bank, the novelty of being able to light his 
office with town gas, and the development of much 
of the Buttlands.  

His son, Edward Bunting Loynes, born in 1842, 
was articled to him before joining the practice. He 
lived on High Street, from where he would have 
seen the disastrous fire that destroyed St Nicholas 
church; he was a churchwarden at the time. Later he 
moved back to Monteagle. Either he or his father 
built an office onto the west end of Monteagle’s sta-
bles, entered from a bridleway soon named 

Chancery Lane. When Edward died in 1927, 
Monteagle was sold (later becoming the Buttlands 
Hotel) but his son inherited the office.  

The third generation, Herbert Edward Loynes, had 
joined the practice in 1889, aged 23. He soon 
moved to The Lawn, now Bishop Ingle House, on 
Clubb’s Lane, and lived there until his death in 
1945. He was joined at work by his nephew, 
Herbert St George, whose daughter still lives in 
Wells.  

In 1958 a West Norfolk solicitor, William Baron, 
took over the firm, which became Loynes Son and 
Baron. After Baron’s death, Humphrey Purton, 
whom some in Wells will still remember, living at St 
Michael’s House, bought the practice and ran it for 
three years before selling to Hayes & Storr of 
Fakenham in 1975.  

My husband, Rex Hiskey, who had just joined 
Hayes & Storr, ran the office from then until his 
retirement in 2009. For our first year in Wells, we 
rented a flat next door in Monteagle – a neat turn 

The end of an era

Continued on page 37
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07771 874997 • 01328 713002 • www.npmbuilders.co.uk

 • Painting and decorating • UPVC windows and doors •  
• Wall and floor tiling • Gate and fencing repairs and installation •  

• Electrical and plumbing work • Lock and glass replacement •

NPM Builders & Property Maintenance

Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories 
Paving, Flooring and Decking

All building work, repairs and maintenance undertaken 
All Part P electrical work carried out

Building Contractors and Project Management

M Briggs & Sons
Builder, Plastering and 

Decorating

Established 1981

01328 710776 • 07796 475160 
e-mail: m.briggs333@btinternet.com

Renovation Specialist 
All Roof and Leadwork

THE OLD STATION 
POTTERY & BOOKSHOP 

HANDMADE CERAMICS 
FOR HOUSE AND GARDEN 

100s OF HIGH QUALITY 
SECOND-HAND BOOKS 

The odd and peculiar a speciality!

WE BUY BOOKS. WE RESCUE BOOKS 
WE WILL TAKE ALL BOOKS  

REGARDLESS OF CONDITION
The Old Station, Wells next the Sea, Norfolk NR23 1LY 

Tel 01328 710847  
E-mail oldstation.books@btinternet.com



Wells Carnival is back!
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of the circle. In 1975 the office accommodation con-
sisted of the general office, where the demarcation 
between a small reception area and the three staff 
was a low wooden partition topped by a brass grille, 
and the partner’s office upstairs. A speaking tube 
(disused!) still linked the two rooms. To the right of 
the entrance a door marked Cashier’s Office was a 
relic from the days of the Urban District Council, 
whose clerk, Bert Williamson, had also been the 
solicitor’s clerk. This room was soon knocked 
through to the hall to form a waiting area. Beyond 

it a door led through to a series of disused rooms, in 
fact a separate building entered at the far end, 
which had been the Labour Exchange and, before 
the Health Centre was built, Dr Hoddy’s surgery. 
These rooms were transformed into additional 
offices, kitchen and staff toilets. In the mid 1970s 
manual typewriters were being replaced by electric, 
and then by word processors (no internet, of course). 
Photocopying was a two-stage process, with the neg-
atives laid out to dry. A switchboard in the general 
office enabled calls to be connected to the other 
rooms. And the phone number was Wells 210. 

Continued from page 35

By Pat Weston, Carnival chair 
The heading is a little misleading, as we all know 
the Carnival as we know it has been cancelled, but 
we are pleased to be holding a Virtual Carnival in 
August. The eight page pull out in the centre of this 
month’s issue of The Quay will explain more. Please 
try to get involved – as we always say, the Carnival 
is amazing to watch but is so much more fun when 
you join in. 

The Committee has been busy filming events and 
asking our normal supporters to video events and 
workshops, even cookery and cocktail making 
videos. All done in the normal Carnival spirit and 
with the theme of ‘having fun’. 

We will be back, bigger and better, in 2021 to 
make sure we give you the Carnival you have come 
to expect and at which you have made so many 
memories. 

Thank you for your continued support and we 
hope you have the best summer possible. 
Just a small note Please be patient with all the 
amazing businesses in this lovely town. Most have 
only just opened and will find these times as 

strange as you do. Follow the directions, give others 
space at all times and remember, please BE NICE.  

Together we can put the well back in Wells.  
l We now have Wells Carnival wrist bands for 
2020 – a different design to our usual ones, as this 
year’s Carnival will clearly be different. Our wrist-
bands acknowledge the incredible work carried out 
by our NHS workers. The wristbands are £1.50 each 
with all profits to go to NHS Charities Together.  
There are various ways you can purchase the wrist-
bands: 
1) From our wonderful Wells Post Office in Station 
Road – please adhere to social distancing when pur-
chasing. 
2) Send a cheque payable to Wells Carnival Ltd., for 
£1.50 per wristband plus £1 p&p (this covers the 
cost of p&p for up to 20 wristbands) to: Wells 
Carnival wristbands, c/o Remus, Bases Lane, 
Wells next the Sea, Norfolk NR23 1DH (don’t for-
get to include your postal address). 
3) Email wellscarnival@live.co.uk with your name, 
address and the number of wristbands and we will 
confirm the amount due and how to pay by BACS.

and Paul Norman (May). Congratulations to these 
winners and thank you to all number holders for the 
continued support of the children’s playground and 
field.  

Finally, in the 75th anniversary year of VE Day, 
some reminiscences from Pat Savoury who was evac-
uated from Boreham Wood in Hertfordshire to live 
with her aunt and uncle in Wighton during WWII. 
Aged nine years old, she was in the village for the 
celebrations on 8 May 1945 and remembers: “there 

was a wonderful street party on the road in front of 
the chapel with flags everywhere – red, white and 
blue bunting on all the houses. The tables were cov-
ered with spam and meat-paste sandwiches, cakes 
and jellies and we children drank orange squash. I 
don’t know what the grown-ups were drinking but 
the pub was open and everyone was happy with 
lots of dancing. We celebrated all day long”. If any-
one has any photos of this historic event, we would 
love to add them to the display boards of village 
memorabilia in the church.

Continued from page 31
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5-7 Staithe Street, Wells next the Sea,  
Norfolk NR23 1AG

DAVID  
JAGGER 

LIMITED
Dispensing and Photographic Chemists

●  NHS Services 

●  Digital Photography 

●  Passport and ID Photos 

●  Homoeopathic Medicines, 

    Aromatherapy & Perfumes 

●  Australian KARMA RUB 

    (liquid magnesium)

01328 710239

Wells Quay

Station Road

Northfield Lane

Church Street

To the beach

St
an

da
rd

 R
oa

d

To Cromer

FORTUNE 
HOUSE

Best Chinese Take Away 
16 Northfield Lane, Wells next the Sea 

01328 711655 
Telephone orders welcome 

Cash payment only

GLAVEN VETERINARY PRACTICE
Veterinary Surgeons

The Old Mill, Maryland 
Wells next the Sea 
Norfolk, NR23 1LY 

01328 711022 
Monday – Friday 
9.15am – 10.30am 
4.30pm – 6.00pm 

Surgery closed between 12 noon and 3pm

ALL SURGERIES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Heather Sampson 
Pilates Instructor

Open 
Classes

Telephone 01328 712116 
info@sampsonpilates.com 
www.sampsonpilates.com 

Established 1984

Private  
studio at 
Holkham

Electrical Installations & Maintenance

James Betteridge 
Wells next the Sea, Norfolk 
07974 739611 • 01328 713058 
Email: jamesbetteridge@ntlworld.com



The Quay Directory
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
Police                                                                            999 
Ambulance                                                                    999 
Fire                                                                                999 
Coastguard/Lifeboat                                                     999 
NON-EMERGENCY SERVICES 
Flood Co-ordinators                                     01328 710743 
Police (non-emergency)                                                  101 
Wells Coastwatch                                        01328 710587 
Wells Fire station (Fakenham)                      01328 856054 
Wells Lifeboat station                                  01328 710230 
Environment Agency – Floodline                 0345 988 1188 
BANKS & BUILDING SOCIETIES 
Barclays Bank, Fakenham                            0345 7345345 
HSBC, Fakenham                                         0845 7404404 
Lloyds TSB, Fakenham                                 0845 0723333 
NatWest, Fakenham                                    0345 7888444 
BUS/RAIL INFORMATION 
Burnham Market Community Car Scheme   01485 210342 
Dial a Bus                                    01553 770310/776971 
Lynx Bus Company                                      01553 611955 
National Rail Enquiries                                08457 484950 
Sanders Coaches                                         01263 712800 
CHURCHES                                                                             
Wells Group of Parishes                               01328 710628 
Methodist Church                                        01328 862174 
Evangelical Congregational Church             01263 862970 
Roman Catholic Church                               01328 821353 
Quakers                                                       01328 711387 
Russian Orthodox                                        01328 820108 
COUNCILS 
Wells Town Council                                     01328 710564 
Norfolk County Council                                0344 800 820 
North Norfolk District Council                      01263 513811 
HOSPITALS/HEALTH CENTRES/DENTIST 
Burnham Market Surgery                             01328 737000 
NHS Direct                                                        0845 4647 
N&N Hospital, Norwich                               01603 286286 
QEII Hospital, King’s Lynn                           01553 613613 
Red Cross                                                    01328 711829 
Wells Health Centre                                    01328 710741 
Wells Community Hospital                          01328 711996 
Wells Hospital Physiotherapy                       01328 711187 
LIBRARIES 
Fakenham Library                                        01328 862715 
Wells Library                                                01328 710467 
SCHOOLS 
Alderman Peel High School                         01328 710476 
Fakenham Junior School                              01328 862188 
Fakenham Infants School                            01328 864511 
Fakenham High School & College               01328 862545 
Walsingham Primary School                        01328 820265 
Wells Primary & Nursery School                   01328 710320 
OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS 
Adult Education                                          01328 851213 

Chemist – David Jagger                               01328 710239 
Citizens Advice Bureau                                01328 856024 
Funeral Directors                                         01328 710301 
Norfolk Carers (freephone)                             0500 179546 
Norfolk Debt Line                                        01603 763980 
Duncan Baker MP constituency office          01692 557140 
Registration of Births & Deaths                      0344 800 8020 
Registration of marriages, civil partnerships   01328 863268 
Relate (Marriage Guidance)                         01603 625333 
Veterinary Surgery                                       01328 711022 
Wells Maltings Booking Office                     01328 839000 
Wells Post Office                                         01328 710332 
Wells Tourist Information Centre                 01328 710885 
CONTACT NUMBERS – Local Organisations 
Art Group                                                    01328 710923 
Churches Together                                       01328 710584 
Disabled Gardening Group                          01328 786630 
Fakenham Choral Society                            01328 851848 
First Wells Sea Scouts                                  01328 710577 
Friends of the Granary                                 01328 710193 
Heritage House Day Care                            01328 711333 
Homes for Wells                                          01328 711703 
Hope and Smile                                          01328 711378 
Keep Fit Group                                           01328 730508 
Lifeboat Guild                                             01328 711823 
Local Archaeology                                       01328 711449 
Local History Group                                     01328 710261 
Rosemary Group (bereavement support)      07503 310665 
Screen-next-the-Sea                                      01328 711085 
Sing for Joy                                                 01263 570117 
The Royal British Legion                              07469 186208 
Wells Area Partnership                                01328 711378 
Wells Bellringers                                          01328 710208 
Wells Brownies                                            07748 256714 
Wells Carers Support Group                         01328 710501 
Wells Carnival                                             01328 713002 
Wells Craft Group                                        01328 710019 
Wells Croquet Club                      01328 710558/710963 
Wells Discussion Group                               01328 710951 
Wells Football Club                                     01328 710907 
Wells Friendship Club                                   07766151715 
Wells Harbour Office                                   01328 711646 
Wells Maltings Trust                                    01328 711378 
Wells Men’s Shed                                        07486 524603 
Wells Nelson Club                                       01328 710408 
Wells Pensioners Association                       01328 711425 
Wells Photographic Group                           01328 856456 
Wells Sailing Club                                       01328 712000 
Wells Town Bowls Club                                01328 316411 
Wells Town Tennis Club                               01328 710578 
Wells Travellers                                            01328 316021 
Wells Twinning Committee                          01328 738513 
Wells United Charities                                 O7764 406852 
Women’s Institute                                       01328 712078 
Workers Educational Association                 07856 792186
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Thursday 6th – Saturday 15th 
August 2020 

Carducci Quartet (Beethoven Quartet Day) 
Karski Quartet (from Brussels) • Maxwell Quartet  
James Baillieu • Iain Burnside • Roman Kosyakov 

Sholto Kynoch • Louis Schwizgebel 
Melvyn Tan – piano  

Benjamin Appl – baritone • Alessandro Fischer – tenor 
Andrea Mastroni – baritone (Winterreise) • Elizabeth Watts – soprano  

Trio Ondine (piano trio from Denmark)  
Marian Consort (vocal ensemble) ‘Music for the Queen of  Heaven’ 

Hugo Ticciati – solo violin • Simon Rowland-Jones – viola 
Peter Mallinson and Matthias Wiesner – viola duo 

Oliver Condy – organ 

www.northnorfolkmusicfestival.com 
01328 730357 

16th NORTH NORFOLK  
MUSIC FESTIVAL

Servicing and Repairs 
MOTs arranged 

Pre MOT checks 
MOT repairs 
Diagnostics 

Vehicle collection from your  
door by appointment

Scillitoe Bros 
Garage 

Bunkers Hill, Egmere • 01328 820144 
scillitoebros@gmail.com

Potters  Farm  • Wighton 
Farmers  Market  and   Rural 

Workshops 
Pop  up  stalls  and  cafE 

(Hopefully...) 
Please  follow  our  story  on  

Facebook / Instagram / Website  
or  call  07917  130519 



ACCOMMODATION & EATING OUT                       PAGE 
Bang in Wells                                         Inside front cover 
Beach Café                                                                   14 
Blakeney Hotel                                                              16 
Blue Skies Campsite                                                      23 
Café 24                                                                        28 
Fortune House Chinese Takeaway                                 38 
French’s Fish Shop                                  Inside back cover 
The Bowling Green                                                       14 
The Crown Hotel                                               Back cover 
The Globe Inn                                                               21 
The King’s Arms                                                            26 
The Three Horseshoes                                                   13 
Wells Crab House                                                          12 

BUSINESS SERVICES                                               PAGE 
Barnes & Sherwood Financial Planning                         34 
Black Dog Computer Services Ltd                                  18 
Declan Goode – Computer Services                                   26 
Hayes + Storr Solicitors                                                 32 
Kathryn Gigg Chartered Accountants                            40 
NewPrint                                                                       22 
Timez Design                                                                38 

ESTATE AGENTS, LETTINGS & DOMESTIC SERVICES  PAGE 
Belton Duffey                                                                18 
Impress Laundry Services                                                    21 
Masbo Cleaning                                                                 12 
Norfolk Cottages                                                           34 
Norfolk Hideaways                                                        13 
Sowerbys                                                Inside front cover 
Spalding & Co                                                               22 
Sworders                                                                       32 
FOOD & DRINK SUPPLIES                                       PAGE 
A&M Frary Shellfish Ltd                                                   8 
Fenspirits Larder                                                            26 
Leftley’s Nisa Extra                                                        20 
The Real Ale Shop                                                         28 
Whin Hill Cider                                                             26 

HEALTH & PERSONAL CARE                                   PAGE 
Beauty-next-the-Sea                                                       18 
Chi Beauty and Therapeutic Treatment Centre              12 
David Jagger Limited                                                    38 
Dorrington House                                                         24 
Evette Price – sport and remedial massage therapist       8 
Fitness with Amy – personal trainer                               34 
Fitness with Sue – Cardio & Core                                  18 
Foot Perfect                                                                   30 
Gunthorpe Osteopaths                                                  40 
Heather Sampson Pilates                                              38 
Heritage House Day Centre                                          30 
Holt Foot Clinic                                                             28 
Point’z of Interest Therapie’s                                         22 
Richards Opticians                                                        16 
The Soap Shop                                                              23 
Wellbeing by the Sea                                                    13 

HOMES, INTERIORS & FASHION                             PAGE 
Gallery Plus                                                                   13 

James Isaac Stoves                                                        24 
Mr C’s                                                                           32 
Norfolk Reclaim                                                            12 
Phillippa Kirby Soft Furnishings                                     30 
Pierce Tiling                                                                  24 
Shoe Stop                                                                     26 
Simon Leverett Carpets & Vinyls                                      8 
The Old Station Pottery & Bookshop                             36 
Wells Antiques Centre                                                   40 

HOME & GARDEN MAINTENANCE                         PAGE 
AlarKris – Electrical and Security                                        22 
Anglian Tree Works                                                       21 
AT Plumbing and Heating Services                                22 
Buckie Plumbing and Heating Services                          24 
David Thompson – Chimney Sweep                                   36 
Finch Garden Design                                                     12 
Gary Hewitt – general building services                         20 
Greenhill Renovation                                                     18 
JAB Systems – electrical installations and maintenance    38 
JMC – garden and landscape services                           14 
JRP Construction and Carpentry                                        12 
KSP Decorators                                                                     8 
Mike Briggs & Sons – Builder & Decorator                         36 
NCash Painting and Decorating                                        20 
Need a Carpenter?                                                             26 
North Norfolk Pest Control                                                 16 
NPM Builders and Property Maintenance                          36 
Paul Bishop – Builder                                                         20 
PSB Consultancy & Design                                                16 
R West Electrical                                                                34 
Ray West – Builder                                                             28 
Ross Fulford – Brick & Stonework Specialist                     8 
Skip It mini skip hire                                                          16 
Tom Frary – Painter & Decorator                                        26 
Worzels Roofing                                                                 20 

TRANSPORT & TRAVEL                                            PAGE 
Bluebell Deliveries and Removals                                  28 
Burnham Taxis                                                                8 
Dunthorne’s Garage                                                      23 
Kenny Greenfield                                                          22 
Orchard Caravans                                                         14 
Scillitoe Bros Garage                                                     40 
Wells Car & Marine Services                                          20 
William Hewitt – Porsche Specialist                               16 

OTHER                                                                     PAGE 
Ben Riches Sea Fishing Trips                                         18 
Bonny Dogs                                                                  14 
Country Dogs – dog grooming                                      28 
Glaven Veterinary Practice                                            38 
North Norfolk Music Festival                                         40 
Polka Day Care                                                             14 
Potters Farm                                                                 40 
ST Sutton – Funeral Director                                            8 
Wells Maltings                                                              21 
Wells War Memorial Institute Club                                22
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The Quay Diary

JULY 
Date    Group                                         Time            Place                                       Event 
16       Wells Nelson Club                  2.00pm      Wells Community Hospital  Bi-weekly meeting 
20       Textile & Embroiderers Group   2.00pm      WI Hall, Church Plain          Weekly meeting 
22       Textile & Embroiderers Group   2.00pm      WI Hall, Church Plain          Weekly meeting 

AUGUST 
Date    Group                                         Time            Place                                       Event 
5         Wells Library                             2.30pm      Wells Library                          Monthly book club 
5         Wells Library                             5.30pm      Wells Library                          Monthly crime book club 
10       Textile & Embroiderers Group   2.00pm      WI Hall, Church Plain          Weekly meeting 
10       RNLI Guild                              7.30pm      Peter Collingwood Hall       Monthly meeting 
16       RNLI                                       TBC            Wells boathouse and quay  Station Open Day and annual lifeboat service 
17       Textile & Embroiderers Group   2.00pm      WI Hall, Church Plain          Weekly meeting 
24       Textile & Embroiderers Group   2.00pm      WI Hall, Church Plain          Weekly meeting 

SEPTEMBER 
Date    Group                                         Time            Place                                       Event 
3         Wells WI                                    2.15pm      WI Hall, Church Plain            Norfolk Blood Bikes 
7         Textile & Embroiderers Group   2.00pm      WI Hall, Church Plain          Weekly meeting 
14       Wells Ladies Probus Club          11.00am    The Globe Inn                       Monthly meeting 
14       Textile & Embroiderers Group   2.00pm      WI Hall, Church Plain          Weekly meeting 
14       RNLI Guild                              7.30pm      Peter Collingwood Hall       Monthly meeting 
21       Textile & Embroiderers Group   2.00pm      WI Hall, Church Plain          Weekly meeting 
25       Warham Reading Room          7.30pm      Warham Reading Room      Bingo 
28       Textile & Embroiderers Group   2.00pm      WI Hall, Church Plain          Weekly meeting 

OCTOBER 
Date    Group                                         Time            Place                                       Event 
1         Wells WI                                    2.15pm      WI Hall, Church Plain            Elephants in the Sea 
5         Textile & Embroiderers Group   2.00pm      WI Hall, Church Plain          Weekly meeting 
12       Wells Ladies Probus Club          11.00am    The Globe Inn                       Monthly meeting 
12       Textile & Embroiderers Group   2.00pm      WI Hall, Church Plain          Weekly meeting 
12       RNLI Guild                              7.30pm      Peter Collingwood Hall       Monthly meeting 
19       Textile & Embroiderers Group   2.00pm      WI Hall, Church Plain          Weekly meeting 
26       Textile & Embroiderers Group   2.00pm      WI Hall, Church Plain          Weekly meeting 
30       Warham Reading Room          7.30pm      Warham Reading Room      Quiz Night 

NOVEMBER 
Date    Group                                         Time            Place                                       Event 
2         Textile & Embroiderers Group   2.00pm      WI Hall, Church Plain          Weekly meeting 
5         Wells WI                                    2.15pm      WI Hall, Church Plain            The Role of Food Banks 
9         Wells Ladies Probus Club          11.00am    The Globe Inn                       Monthly meeting 
9         Textile & Embroiderers Group   2.00pm      WI Hall, Church Plain          Weekly meeting 
9         RNLI Guild                              7.30pm      Peter Collingwood Hall       Monthly meeting 
16       Textile & Embroiderers Group   2.00pm      WI Hall, Church Plain          Weekly meeting 
23       Textile & Embroiderers Group   2.00pm      WI Hall, Church Plain          Weekly meeting 
27       Warham Reading Room          7.30pm      Warham Reading Room      Bingo for Christmas 
30       Textile & Embroiderers Group   2.00pm      WI Hall, Church Plain          Weekly meeting 

DECEMBER 
Date    Group                                         Time            Place                                       Event 
3         Wells WI                                    2.15pm      WI Hall, Church Plain            Christmas Magic Flowers 
4         Warham Reading Room          7.30pm      Warham Reading Room      Quiz Night for Christmas 
7         Wells Ladies Probus Club          11.00am    The Globe Inn                       Monthly meeting 
7         Textile & Embroiderers Group   2.00pm      WI Hall, Church Plain          Weekly meeting 

Diary entries for the next issue of The Quay should be received 
by 24 July. Contact Editor Sara Phillips on  

01328 711717 or e-mail editorial@quaypublishing.co.uk
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I am leaving these in purely as a matter of record – all events are almost certainly  
cancelled during the outbreak. Hopefully, more normal service will return next month.






