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Crossfire community play is back!
News from the RNLI
Exciting summer events
Down memory lane
Rescue Wooden Boats

Welcome to The Quay
Teething problems apart, we seem to have been
welcomed back. Thanks to all who wrote for
us and advertised in our pages. We have had
quite a number of positive responses to the fact
that the Quay is back in business. My thanks
to Steve Bingham, our graphic designer, and to
Karen Clarke who has sorted out the advertising
on which we depend for our revenue.

of the bins. Unsurprisingly NNDC vehicles were
impeded in accessing the bins in order to clear
them. By 6.00 pm there was a lot of rubbish.
The town was quiet by sunset and by midnight
the litter had been cleared away. The Town Clerk
contacted NNDC in the morning to inform the
contractors SERCO of the issue.
Whether this initial rush will be repeated or
whether it was just a reaction to unlocking we
shall know in due course. We must hope that the
management of the problems improves. Comments about inconsiderate parking by those who
are unwilling to use the paid car parks need to
be taken into account. Enforcement is clearly an
important issue. Traffic management was on the
agenda for the Town Council (see report on p.4).
Apparently a former chairman of the Council put
forward the idea of a moat around the town with
drawbridges!

As I write, the question remains as to whether
we shall be set free by our government, and
what effect it will have on the number of visitors
coming to the town.
As you will know, we have a new County Councillor, Michael Dalby, who works at a Care Home
in Sheringham.
The Spring bank holiday was very busy in the
town, the first after the semi-unlocking of May
17th. The editor received comments from residents as did members of the town council. Users
of social media will have seen photographs of
cars parked on the pavement which generated
nearly 150 comments. Parked cars at the entrances to the town compounded the problem of
very heavy traffic which became gridlocked.

In fact, of course, our fragile economy depends
on tourists. It also depends on providers of
services, some of whom have been put under
enormous pressure, some of whom may not
survive. Attractions like the Carnival have been
put on hold; businesses are under threat; local
people are finding it harder to get somewhere to
live: we are not out of the woods yet. We need to
pull together as a community.
RA

Litter from various food outlets mounted so that
the solar bins were unable to cope, and fish
and chip cartons were stacked on either side
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Wells Town Council Report
By Karen Clarke

Wells Harbour Commission raised the issue
of rubbish on the harbour and beyond! Over
the busy weekend the bins were not emptied
during the day, leading to rubbish piling up.
A clear procedure needs to be put in place
to establish who should attend and when. It
seems that the new contractor has not quite
got to grips with things yet. Peter Fisher,
NNDC, will follow up on the building of an
agreed compound beside the beach road toilets. There will also be a joint discussion with
Holkham to find out if a commercial composter is feasible for the town.

forward by Blakeney for sharing the cost of
a parking warden between the coastal villages.
Nicky Debbage, NNDC, will be attending
the meeting next month to help address the
ongoing need for affordable housing in the
town and, also, the issue of Victory Housing
properties being put up for sale on the open
market rather than being used to house local
families.
Alderman Peel High School has agreed to
decorate the skate park. A design competition
is taking place, with the winner to paint the
park during the school holidays.

Parking in the town continued to be a nightmare over the bank holiday, with several roads
becoming grid locked. Apart from the frustration this causes to both visitors and locals, it
also meant that any of the emergency services
would not have been able to get through
if they had been required. Peter Mitchell,
Holkham Estate, said the Freeman Street overflow car park had not been open because the
access road was too wet to take vehicles. The
town council will be sending a letter to NNDC
to support Holkham’s application to continue
using the track and bridge to access the old
pitch and putt site and have it open for 65
days a year. Putting in pay machines will also
help to decrease the amount of time the cars
spend queuing. A suggestion has been put

According to the Ambulance Trust, Wells has
one of the worst response times. It is trying
to get more first responders for the town, and
this year we will have a paramedic, on a bike
– at least they will be able to cut through the
gridlocked traffic!
Next meeting Monday 5th July, 7pm, at the
Maltings.
To contact Wells town council,
go to:
wellstc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk
or phone 01328 710564
or email clerk@wellstowncouncil.org.uk

100% on second homes. This has been implemented in Gwynedd, where more than one in
ten homes is now classed as a second home
(it’s more than one in three here in Wells). The
extra £3m being raised will be spent on social
housing for the 60% of local residents priced
out of the market.

replied, we can get grants and low interest
loans, but we still have to make up about a
third of the cost from our reserves, when buying existing homes. At present, our reserves
won’t stretch that far, although we’re working
on it, with various fundraising campaigns.
We’re very lucky to have Karen Clarke on our
team, full of ideas and the energy and determination to make everything a success.

Could these be ideas for north Norfolk to
follow? Responding to a question from the
EDP (22nd May edition) about Hunstanton’s
initiative, our MP, Duncan Baker, said he did
not think limiting second homes numbers was
the right approach, which he said was against
the free market. Instead, Mr Baker supported
measures like ring-fenced housing, which,
like the Hunstanton flats, would go to select
groups first. He referred to the Stratford Olympic Village where police officers and NHS staff
were able to get preference.

It’s quite outside our remit to change the law
and regulations affecting the sale of ex-Council houses. Local government may be able
to influence new developments however.
Recently Hunstanton Council unveiled a development which they’re initiating, which will
include covenants restricting the properties to
full time residents’ main homes. This is very
similar to what is being done in towns in Devon and Cornwall. Community-wise, it makes
good sense.

If our MP has a political adviser, could they
whisper that the people who don’t live in
Wells, but are buying houses here to convert
to holiday lets, aren’t his constituents and
can’t vote for him. Local people who are
unable to stay in their private rented home
because its being converted to holiday letting,
are his constituents and expect their MP to
serve their interests, whoever they voted for.
Isn’t every market regulated (except for gun
ownership in the USA) in order to provide fair
and reasonable treatment for all, particularly in
a time of profound change?

At the level of devolved government, BBC
Wales reported on 30th April that the Welsh
‘Senedd’ has been debating what action to
take on second homes, which are making
areas ‘uninhabitable’ for locals. “There are few
issues more divisive than second homes and
their effect on communities. In some holiday
areas (mainly near the coast) it is claimed the
popularity of second homes is pricing local
people out of the housing market and reducing the opportunity for them to rent locally”.
Since 2017 councils in Wales have had the
right to charge a Council Tax premium of

Wighton News
Wighton’s Fundraising Committee is delighted
to confirm that the Grand Duck Race 2021 will
take place on Sunday, 22nd August 2021 at
3pm, future restrictions allowing.

Homes for Wells news

By David Fennell, chair Homes for Wells
Our first two new homes in Northfield Waye
are due to be occupied, at long last, by the
end of June. Our new tenants are getting
ready to move in, as work on refurbishment
nears completion.

It’s been more than a year when everything
financial, legal and in construction, seems to
have been severely held up by Covid restrictions. All of a sudden, summer is here and
things are getting back to normal.

Now that builders and trades are on site, we
aim for them to move straight on to complete
the work on the following two flats. There
will then be a further two flats, scheduled for
refurbishment, after that.

A few weeks ago, a friend emailed me to say
there are more ex-Council houses in Northfield
being offered for sale, with the sales pitch
“would make an ideal second home”. What
was Homes for Wells going to do about it? I
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Hopkinson Trophy for safekeeping until next
August.
Also on sale will be sweepstake tickets with
the chance to win up to 25 per cent of the
total takings, plus further prizes for the runner-ups. Events will also include a children’s
duck race with tickets on sale on the day at
£1. Refreshments will be available. Spectators
very welcome.

The Committee is grateful to Grand Duck
Marshal, Paul Brown, for volunteering to dust
off the duck fleet and to organise sales and
sweepstake, and to Grand Duck Admiral,
George Brett Reynolds for his role in ensuring
fair play on the day.

Congratulations to church spring-clean organiser, Mary Able, and all those who joined
her working party in May which saw the
removal of a great deal of dust, cobwebs, bat
droppings and weeds. It was hard work, and
there’s more to do, but the church is now looking much sprucer and tidier as a result of the
team’s valiant efforts.

Grateful thanks are also due to Andy and Izzy
at the Carpenters Arms for facilitating sales
of ducks to their “owners” at £2 per duck
from early July. Substantial cash prizes will be
awarded to the owners of the first, second and
third ducks over the finish line and the overall
winner will take home the prestigious Sandy
The Quay
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EAT, DRINK AND UNWIND

Your legal matters
in safe hands
for generations

holkham.co.uk/beachcafe

Hayes + Storr Solicitors handle a whole
range of family, property and business
legal matters with care and professionalism.

Call us today 01328 710210
www.hayesandstorr.co.uk
Fakenham | Holt | King’s Lynn | Sheringham | Swaffham | Wells by appointment

Stiffkey Road, Wells next the Sea, Norfolk NR23 1QB
info@blueskiescampsite.co.uk • 07557 021660
Small, friendly, family campsite • Tents, touring caravans and motor homes
Dogs and children welcome

All local hotels and B&Bs have 5 stars,
Blue Skies Campsite has 8 million!
The Quay
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News from the Anglican Churches
By Revd. Brenda Stewart, Rector

We are having a succession of firsts as restrictions gradually release.

ing, all of which are open daily, and attending
worship.

You may have heard bells being rung before
worship. Ringing has been limited to one ringer or more if they were in the same household
(which meant we could have two) but now we
are allowed up to six.

Rehearsals for our community play have
resumed and we do hope that the performances will finally go ahead at the beginning
of September.
There is still much that is not normal but I do
hope that this gradual return to something like
how we used to live our lives will continue. It
has been a very strange experience for all of
us and it’s not over yet but what has been so
encouraging is how resourceful and adaptable
people have been so that other ways of doing
things have been found and have become part
of our lives. Where, now, would we be without
Zoom? Valuable too to reflect on what is really
important and what really doesn’t matter in the
grand scheme of things.

Sadly, congregational singing is still not
allowed but up to six voices can sing hymns
in worship. We have had singers at several
services which has been wonderful. We had
our first live music in over a year, a pop-up
string quartet concert as my quartet prepared
for our first public concert to an audience in
over a year.
And we were able to have refreshments after
worship on Trinity Sunday. In addition to the
return of old friends we are now having visitors
popping in to look around our church build-

“Crossfire”

The long-awaited community play is back!

September 2nd to 5th

Thanks to the generosity of local sponsors we
are able to get Viking Stage & Lighting to erect
a metre high stage, with lots of entrances,
exits, steps & safety rails, plus a full lighting
gantry.

Rehearsals have re-started, posters & flyers
updated….so please spread the news!
In aid of the Restoration of St Nicholas Church
Tower, ‘Crossfire’ tells the story of St Nicholas’
Church and the townspeople of Wells, and is
based on real events and historical figures. It
is an imaginative portrayal of the issues and
conflicts endured by Wells people over ten
centuries.

The Men’s Shed is building the set, David
Saunders is the Musical Director with the assistance of the Rector Brenda Stewart. Chanter’s Jigge duo will provide music relevant to
the times. Dave Barber & Mike Coombes are
the lighting & sound technicians and Christine
Adams is wardrobe designer, assisted by a
team of seamstresses, creating costumes for
the stage crew & 35 cast members.

From the arrival of Hereward the Wake in
1069, his escape from East Anglia, the fisherman of Wells, the Hundred Years War (a Dad’s
Army version of Wells Home Guard!), Oliver
Cromwell, the feisty women who defended the
Quayside during the bread riots, and much
more, as it comes to a climactic end in the
year 1879.

A marquee will provide cover for the Bar which
opens at 6.30pm, with tasty nibbles served
alongside. A wandering minstrel and a group
of dancing pilgrims will provide some entertainment during the prelude to the play, and
the performances start at 7.00pm.

When you enter the church you will see that
it has been transformed into a theatre, and it
will be the year 1233. The audience will enter
through the west door and be seated in the
centre aisle, which will be surrounded on three
sides by curtains.
The Quay
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Tickets: £6 per head.
Available from Wells Maltings box office from
July - 01328 710 885 or
wellsmaltings.org.uk
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North Point Property Care
Property & Garden maintenance

PAT Testing & much more.
Contact

Daniel Money 07570234891
info@northpointpropertycare.co.uk
www.northpointpropertycare.co.uk
The Quay
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Judicial independence

By Miranda Marshall, director, Hayes + Storr
It is vital in any democracy that judges are
impartial, independent,
and non-political. This
ensures that the public,
especially those who
come before them, can
be confident that legal
cases will be decided
fairly and in accordance
with the law.

lebrity divorces, and challenges to the legality
of government policy. There are complex and
technical factors to be taken into account in
any such case, the fine details of which are
often lost to the media and many members of
the public.
In the English Middle Ages, the King and his
council held judicial power. During the 15th
century these powers reduced. The 17th
century Stuart dynasty used their powers to
overthrow parliament. After the Stuarts were
removed in the 1688 Glorious Revolution there
was a move to guard against the royal manipulation of the judiciary. This led to William
of Orange approving the Act of Settlement of
1701. This established the tenure for judges
‘during good behaviour’ unless parliament
removed them.

Judges must be free from all pressure from
government or the legal system. This includes
individual litigants, pressure groups, the media, self-interest, and other judges. They must
have no political affiliations.
This independence is so important as it is vital
that a judge decides a case solely on the basis
of the evidence put to them in court and in
accordance with the law. Only relevant facts
and law should form the basis of a judge’s
decision. This is the only way judges can carry
out their duty to provide fair and impartial justice ‘between citizen and citizen, or between
citizen and the state’.

So, the principle of judicial independence
goes back to the early 18th century. The
concept then spread abroad, where it was
the model for the US constitution. It was also
adopted in Australia, Canada, India, and other
common law countries. Refinements and
developments have come back to England
through the European Court of Human Rights.
The Constitutional Reform Act of 2005 has further separated the judiciary and legislature. It
created the position of the Lord Chief Justice
and removed much of the judicial status of the
Lord Chancellor.

Government has grown, both in size and
reach over the last century, and so the need to
protect citizens against unlawful acts of government has grown too. This means that the
responsibilities of judges have also increased.
Not only must justice be done but, just as importantly, it must be seen to be done. Therefore, it is even more critical that judges are
seen to be independent. Any suggestion that a
decision might not have been made impartially
requires it to be heard again by another judge.

Judges do not express any political opinion, often even with family and friends. They
eschew all social media. This can lead to them
appearing to be out of touch with the country
that they serve. The story of the 1960s judge
asking, ‘who are the Beatles?’ is, apparently, a
myth; but a good one.

But, whilst an independent and impartial judiciary is a fundamental of democracy, the practicalities of this are often treated with suspicion. Judges have immunity from prosecution
when carrying out their judicial role. They are
also immune from being sued for defamation
for things they say in court.

This article is for general information only and
does not constitute legal or professional advice.
Please note that the law may have changed since
this article was published.
For any individual, family, property or business
legal matter, contact Hayes + Storr
on 01263 712835
or email law@hayes-storr.com

With any high-profile case comes intense
media scrutiny of the judge. Such cases are as
wide-ranging as a shocking murder trial, ceThe Quay
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Summer beckons at Wells Maltings
By Simon Daykin, director

The Brass Monkeys, raising the roof with their
brass instrument virtuosity and jazzy vibes.

To begin, heartfelt thanks to everyone that has
supported our reopening after lockdown: it’s
been so good to see so many of you through
our doors, enjoying our café, returning to live
and screen events, or just generally wishing us
well. We are here for you after all.

Another very special event on Friday 9 July
from local actor Mark Kitto, with a brand new
one-man show, Chinese Boxing. A lecture on
the Boxer Uprising of 1900 leaps back in time
to chart its events and the heroic efforts of
Sir Claude Macdonald to bring understanding
between the forces. A real treat for lovers of
live theatre. We also continue with our celebration of the best award
winning films, with Oscar
and BAFTA winning
titles such as Trial of
the Chicago Seven (Thu
24 June), Minari (Thu
8 July) and The Father
(Sat 10 July). Look out
also for Screen next the Sea’s presentations of
Ammonite on Mon 28 June, and Blood Simple
on Mon 12 July.

By the time you read this, we may again have
passed another milestone in our release from
COVID restrictions, but the safety of our customers and our staff and volunteers remains
our first priority.
We’ll keep safety
measures such as
social distancing
and the wearing of
face coverings in
place for the time
being, until we all
feel confident.
As operations return to a sense of normality,
we have a busy and varied and programme
to herald the summer months. We extend our
local heritage programmes from June, with
additional talks in the Wells Heritage Centre
on the second Wednesday of each month to
expand upon the themes of our exhibitions
and displays. After starting with a talk on
sailing master John Fryer in June, Wed 14
July features a talk from Roger Arguile on the
history of shipbuilding in Wells. Our Heritage
Table series continues with a special event
with Walsingham’s Archangel Gin on Thu 15
July – there will be samples!

Finally, we are launching a new exhibition in
July that celebrates and captures the essence
of kindness in our community. Wells of Human
Kindness, co-curated by Kazz Morohashi and
supported by Wells Town Council and the
International Foundation for Arts and Culture,
uses the contributions that you have provided
from our open calls for stories, and interprets
them through visual art, drama and poetry.
The exhibition runs from 1 to 29 July, so drop
by and take a look – entry is free.
All these events, plus our next season to
September, are now available to browse and
book online www.wellsmaltings.org.uk, or
drop by and pick up a paper programme. Our
café, with a brand new menu of hot and cold
goodies is open daily, as is our visitor information centre and box office. You can always call
us for information on 01328 710885. We’d be
delighted to see you as summer approaches,
and do also read the article from our community working party elsewhere in this edition
about our passionate desire to bring Wells
Maltings closer to our community. Stay safe everyone.

The last weekend in June – Fri 25 and Sat
26 – sees the return of the Sea Fever Literary
Festival, with two days of talks, presentations
and debates with top writers and poets as
diverse as Jonty Driver, Peter Stanford, Patrick
Barwise and former spymaster Sir John Scarlett. Tickets for individual events, or passes for
all events, are available now.
Music highlights in July come from the welcome return of folk band The Settlers (they
of ‘The Lightning Tree’ fame) on Fri 16 July;
a mixed programme of classical music with
new string ensemble Custodial Sentence on
Tue 13 July; and a very special appearance on
Fri 2 July from the nationally renowned group
The Quay
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Tel. 0787 999 8859
simon@wellsmaltings.org.uk
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Clubs and Societies
Wells Town Tennis Club
Your local tennis courts are now open to
visitors. Booking is online through our website and cost £7.50 for an hour. ( It’s a long
address so just put Wells Town Tennis Club
into your browser.) Following a very successful
junior coaching course before half term, Becky
and Kevin, our coaches, have been persuaded
to run another block of six coaching sessions
in June and July. We also had have whole day
junior tennis camps planned for the summer
holidays.

Wells. We might start by having a small group
of us meeting one afternoon on the Buttlands
when we are back to some normality u will be
welcome to join us. The time and place is to
be organised. Cheryl Gull
WI
We have certainly lived in strange and interesting times for the past year, plus a few months,
but let us hope it may be coming to some
sort of an end soon. It seems such a long
time since we celebrated Wells WI centenary,
had the ceremony of unveiling our commemorative gift to the town of a new Town Sign
– just past the Co-op Store – and had all our
celebrations. In two years’ time it will be the
centenary of the opening of our very own Hall,
where we still meet, and, with luck, we will be
celebrating again in a normal way.

We will be running open days in the summer
and are looking to start a fun beginners’ group
for adults in the autumn so do get in touch
with Becky or Kevin if you might be interested
in joining in and sharing the fun and friendship.
New members of all abilities are always welcome. Contact details for committee members
are on our website and any one of us will be
pleased to ensure you receive a warm welcome. Paula Baldry

Obviously, we all want to be back at our
meetings, but we are proceeding with due
caution. It will be later in the summer before
things start properly and that’s providing all
goes according to plan. Meanwhile we keep in
touch with each other by various means and,
mercifully, all members have kept free from
Covid. If you would like to find out more about
Wells WI ring Carol Green on 01328 712078

Wells Sailing Club
We were delighted to be able to start our
sailing programme in April, but the weather
seemed to have other plans. We seem to
have postponed as many races as we have
managed to sail. Sailors don’t often mind wind
or even rain, but April and May have had an
unusual amount of both, haven’t they? We are
ever hopeful that summer will arrive sometime.

Elsmith Bowls Club
So far the weather in May has not exactly lived
up to the image people usually associate with
bowls. In spite of this Elsmith has managed
to play a few games only getting soaked once.
Hopefully, the weather in June will prove to be
more appropriate.

The bar team have been offering table service
on Sunday lunchtimes and we’ve all been
pleased to see members enjoying a drink on
the deck, well wrapped up against the weather. Our first social event is planned for June
27th. We hope to see lots of members there.
Any enquiries please to sec.wells.sailing@
gmail.com. Nikki Crossman

The perceived idea of bowling is that it is a
game mostly for older people. This is not the
case. Age is not important. Varying ages is
generally beneficial for clubs. If you are someone who has thought it might be interesting
to try bowling you would be very welcome at
Elsmith. Coaching can be given to complete
beginners. Perhaps you have played in the
past and would like to rekindle your interest or
have moved to the area and are looking for a
new club to join.

Wells Textile and Embroidery Group
Hello to the new version of the Quay magazine. We are still meeting as a group of textile
crafters, even if it is by Whatsapp and phone.
We have spent our lockdown time working on
our own projects: sewing, knitting, crochet
plus much more. Keeping our hobbies going
has helped to keep us sane during troubled
times. We are not meeting up yet but hope this
will happen in the near future. We met every
Monday afternoon at the WI hall, Church Plain,
The Quay
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Bowling offers you the opportunity of meeting new people plus exercise in the fresh air.
Please contact Ann Egan on 01328 713020 if
you are interested.
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Screen-next-the-Sea
Summer movies at the Maltings

charts one woman’s journey with empathy and
grace and a crisp wit. Showing on Monday 9th
August at 7pm.

It was great to have sold out all four showings
of Nomadland, and we are really pleased so
many of you are keen to come out and see
good films. Frances McDormand won the Oscar for best actress for this performance and
there is a chance to see her at the beginning
of her career in Blood Simple (18), the third
in our Film Noir series on Monday 12th July
at 7pm. This is the story of a jealous Texan
bar owner who suspects his wife is having an
affair with one of his barmen and he hires a
private detective to expose them. This stylish
crime thriller is the directorial debut of the
Coen brothers, and is both brutally violent and
shockingly funny.

Harriet (12A) is on Monday 23rd August at
7pm. Harriet Tubman was a heroic abolitionist
who escaped from slavery in 1840’s Maryland,
and went on to lead dangerous missions to
liberate hundreds of slaves through the Underground Railroad. This true story is affectingly
told by director Kasi Lemmons, with Cynthia
Erivo in the starring role, ‘it has a central
performance that carries the drama shoulder-high. Its gripping, and there’s a mystical
element to it…’ - Mark Kermode.

Tickets must be booked in advance on-line
from www.wwellsmaltings.org.uk up to 7pm
before the performance or by phone 01328
710885, or in person from the Maltings box office up to 3pm on the day of the performance.
While current social distancing rules are in
place, Masks must be worn through out the
building except for when eating and drinking,
hand sanitisers must be used and test and
trace details will be taken.

On Monday 26th July at 7pm, we are showing
The Perfect Candidate (PG) in which Maryam,
a rare qualified female doctor in Saudi Arabia,
attempts to win a local election in order to
qualify for a guaranteed travel permit and
improve conditions at the small hospital where
she works. Directed with a light touch by Haifaa Al Mansour and with fine acting it provides
a snapshot of modern life in a society run by
men, which has been described as a ‘quietly
groundbreaking piece of work.’ Subtitled.

June 28, 7.00pm: Ammonite (15)

Herself (15) is the story of single mother Sandra, played by Clare Dunne who also co-wrote
it, who escapes her abusive partner only to
find herself trapped in temporary accommodation. After months of struggle she decides to
build her own home within a friendly community but in the face of the stress of her ex-husband who sues for custody of the children. A
touching movie directed by Phyllida Lloyd, this

July 12, 7.00pm: Blood Simple (12A)
July 26, 7.00pm: The Perfect Candidate (PG)
August 9, 7.00pm: Herself (15)
August 23, 7.00pm: Harriet (12A)

By Peter Barton, Continuum

This last year has been a difficult one for many as the impact of Covid-19 affected many people’s financial security, as well as their way of life and possibly health. Financial protection has
never been high on most people’s priority list, often well below mobile phone insurance and
lottery tickets.
But is it time to rethink those priorities? At the beginning of the pandemic, enquiries for protection insurance increased significantly, although as the financial realities of job losses and a recession hit home, these dropped off. Nevertheless, Covid-19 has highlighted the important role
that protection insurance can play in improving financial resilience, as well as increasing awareness and interest in this area. In fact, according to the Association of British Insurers, £202m was
paid out in Covid-19 death claims during 2020 – the equivalent of £553,000 every day.
18

There is also a taboo around discussing death, even though ultimately it will happen for all of us.
For similar reasons, many people choose not to write a will as it makes them think about their
own mortality.
In its simplest and cheapest form, life insurance pays out the amount of cover selected should
the life assured die during the policy term. The term is for a set number of years, possibly until
any children are no longer financially dependent or to tie in with the mortgage term. More complete protection would also include critical illness cover and income protection, which are designed to help financially should someone be diagnosed with either a specified critical illness or
be unable to work due to accident or illness. The former pays out a lump sum, whereas income
protection provides a regular benefit, usually after a waiting period.
If there are two of you, some couples only insure the main breadwinner, which could be a costly
mistake. The non-working or part-time parent makes a valuable contribution to the financial
security of the family, plus the main breadwinner may have to stop work if their partner becomes
ill or dies.
If you already have some insurance, it’s important to ensure that you have enough of the right
type in place. Inflation erodes the value of any cover and most insurers are regularly improving
the quality of their products, which may be a better solution for you.
If this is an area which you want to address, Continuum would be happy to discuss your needs
and priorities and advise you accordingly.
Sources: Time to rethink life insurance? (sfmc-content.com)
£202 million paid by insurers to help the families of those who have died due to Coronavirus ABI
The information contained in this article is based on the opinion of Continuum and does not constitute
financial advice or a recommendation to suitable protection strategy. You should seek independent
financial advice before embarking on any course of action.
Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage
Peter Barton is an Independent Financial Adviser at Continuum. Tel: 01603 879875 or
07787 561087. Email: peter@mycontinuum.co.uk www.mycontinuum.co.uk

Is it time to rethink life insurance?

The Quay

Recent research by PwC, specifically around life insurance, uncovered some revealing misconceptions. For example, on average people overestimated the cost of life insurance by 2.5 times,
therefore deeming it too expensive and not good value. For these people, the cost-benefit equation didn’t work, despite the obvious financial safety net for their families should they die.
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Continuum is a trading name of Continuum (Financial Services) LLP Falcon House,
Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth, PL7 5JY which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct
Authority. Continuum (Financial) Services LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership. Company registration
number OC393363. Registered in England & Wales.

Some words from the past
Do not use harmful words in talking. Use only helpful words, the kind that built up and provide
what is needed, so that what you say will do good to those who hear you. Get rid of all bitterness, passion and anger. No more shouting and insults. No more hateful feelings or any sort.
Instead be kind and tender-hearted to one another and forgive one another.
Ephesians 4
The Quay
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Wells Lifeboat Station news
New lifeboat for Wells to launch 10,000
memories

Safety Message

tasked to assist a 9.7m yacht with a crew of
one, which had lost power near Salthouse.
The all-weather lifeboat launched on high water and went alongside the craft, which had by
this time drifted a further two miles eastward.
The lifeboat crew decided to tow the vessel to
the safety of Wells Harbour. They just managed to get across the Wells Bar on the last
of the water on the ebbing tide and the yacht
was moored safely in the harbour. The crew
member was safe and uninjured.

The new RNLI Shannon class all-weather
lifeboat which will replace our Mersey class
“Doris Mann of Ampthill” next year will proudly
carry the names of 10,000 people, placed on it
by their loved ones. The lifeboat is the third to
be part of the RNLI charity’s ‘Launch a Memory’ fundraising campaign, and the first to be
based in England.

On 10 May, Wells Inshore Lifeboat was tasked
to assist a 6m speedboat with engine failure,
which had run aground onto Bob Hall Sands in
the strong offshore winds. There was concern
for the crew being stranded on the ebbing
tide. The volunteer lifeboat crew quickly
reached the vessel, established a tow, re-floated the speedboat and proceeded back to the
safety of Wells Quay, where the crew were left
safe and uninjured.

Through the ‘Launch a Memory’ campaign,
members of the public will be able to commemorate a loved one by making a donation
online and submitting their loved one’s name.
Each name will then be featured within the
lifeboat’s letters and numbers, or ‘decal’,
‘RNLI 13-46’, displayed on the vessel’s hull.
You can see how it will look in the picture.
The ‘Launch a Memory’ campaign is not only
an important fundraiser for the RNLI it is also
a way to say thank you to those people who
support the lifeboat service, and our volunteer
lifeboat crews.

Our beautiful coastline attracts many people
at this time of year, and we want everyone to
remain safe. The most important message for
people visiting the beaches is to be aware that
the tide will come in and when it does there
are some places where you could find yourself
in trouble. The simplest way to stay safe is to
avoid those places when the tide is coming in.
You can find out the tide times for the day in
several places including notice boards at the
beach car park, the harbour office, the Coastwatch station and Wills of Wells coffee shop,
and websites including Wells Harbour and the
Met Office.
To be safe, return to the top of the beach or
dry land 4 hours before high tide and be aware
there are channels and creeks in the area that
fill quickly with sea water.

If your dog goes into the water resist the
temptation to go in after it. Move to an easy
place for your dog to get out and call it. Most
dogs are stronger swimmers than their owners! If the dog cannot get out assign someone
to keep looking and pointing and call 999 and
ask for the Coastguard.
General Information
For more information about RNLI Wells
Lifeboat Station, events, or being a member
of our team, please contact 01328 710230 or
see www.wellslifeboat.org or facebook.com/
wellsrnli
If you would like to donate, please visit our
JustGiving page: justgiving.com/fundraising/
rnli-wells

If you get cut off by the tide, stay calm and
dry. Call 999 and ask for the Coastguard.

Boathouse Build
After nine months of working through all
weathers and Covid restrictions, contractors
Mackley have successfully finished the first
phase of the build – on schedule. Construction
of the ramps and foundations, and installation
of drainage services and water tanks, are all
complete and Mackley have handed over
to Reside Construction, who will build the
superstructure. Over the coming months, we
will see the building rise up out of the ground
and take shape. The new lifeboat station is
planned to be completed in Autumn 2022.

The honour of the first name on the new
lifeboat will go to Campbell MacCallum, a
well-known member of our community who
died in 2019 aged 78. Scottish born Campbell
worked in London as a photographer before
moving with his family from London to Wells
in the 1970s. He supported Wells Lifeboat
for more than 40 years and was the station’s
honorary photographer, pioneering the annual
station photographs featuring crew and lifeboats, which have since been adopted across
the RNLI.

Lifesaving Work

If you would like to get the name of a loved
one on the RNLI Wells Launch a Memory
lifeboat, please visit the website at rnli.org/
WellsLaunch or phone 0300 300 99 90 (Monday to Friday 8am-6pm). Alternatively scan the
QR code in the picture with a mobile device
for further information. There is a suggested
donation of £50 with space to commemorate
up to 10,000 names on the lifeboat.

W E L L S - N E X T-T H E - S E A

SHARE THE NAME OF A LOVED ONE
YOU’LL NEVER FORGET

Thousands of people will be remembered
in the letters and numbers on the side of an RNLI
lifeboat. They will be with our crews every time they
launch and save a life at sea.
Visit RNLI.org/WellsLaunch or scan this QR code to find out more:
The Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI), a charity registered in England and Wales (209603), Scotland (SC037736), the Republic of Ireland (CHY 2678 and 20003326),
the Bailiwick of Jersey (14), the Isle of Man (1308 and 006329F), the Bailiwick of Guernsey and Alderney, of West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset, BH15 1HZ

We are delighted to welcome back Matt
Somerton to our volunteer crew. Matt was a
member before having to work away, but now
that he is back working close to home, he can
be on call once again.

Christian Aid Week results
By Helena Arguile

Over £5,000 raised for Christian Aid! The nine of us who took part in the Sunrise to Sunset
Walk from Hunstanton to Cromer in May thank you for your generous sponsorship of our efforts.
The final total is an amazing £5,508.28.
This is enough to build three earth dams with the infrastructure needed to store and pipe essential water to communities in northern Kenya, where drought and unpredictable torrential rainfall
make irrigation of crops, and the distribution of water for domestic use, very difficult. For more
information about how your money will be spent, please see the Christian Aid website.

Call outs in May
On 6 May, Wells volunteer lifeboat crew were
The Quay

Using the what3words app will help the emergency services to find you quickly (it is a free
download for your phone).

Thank you all.
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Alderman Peel High School news

Reaching out to our community

By Alistair Ogle, principal

carbon friendly. Alongside our solar panelling
and biomass boiler we feel we are doing all
we can.

I am writing this the day after our year 11 students come to the end of their time at APHS.
The last year, like many, has been a huge
challenge, but one they have all risen to. The
quality of work they have achieved despite
everything has been incredible. We will be
inviting them all back into school for a leavers’
day full of memories and fun and we will again
be able to hold a Prom for them which will
take place towards the end of June.

Extra-curricular clubs are returning and
fieldwork has returned with students visiting
Wells as part of their GCSE Geography work.
Our Eco Council have planned and taken part
in a Beach clean-up, years 7, 8 and 9 rugby
teams have recently attended tournaments
(and won!). Year 9 students recently watched a
wonderful play performed at school, focussing
on Black Lives Matter.

All of our students have clear plans and many
confirmed places for their continuing training
and education from September. This has obviously been an additional challenge for them as
they have been unable to visit sixth forms and
colleges during the pandemic.

Finally I want to express my sincere thanks
to the staff. The process of producing Centre
Assessed Grades for year 11 students and
ensuring there is appropriate evidence for
every student, despite lockdowns, has been
incredibly onerous, time consuming and a
real challenge in addition to all of their normal
work. Thank you.

We are continuing to improve our school
environment and building and will be replacing a roof and continuing our annual plan of
replacing our old metal window frames making
the building much more energy efficient and

Neighbourhood Plan progress
By the Plan Working Party

change or protection the plan should contain
for particular areas in the town. That is what
the Working party is working at now.

The Working Party is supported in its work
by our firm of consultants, Rachel Leggett
and Associates. Further technical support is
provided by a government appointed agency
AECOM.
AECOM’s job is to provide what is called a
Design Code. What this means is that they
will look at the different parts of the town to
see what kind of development is appropriate for the different areas. What would look
good on the in one part of the town might be
out of place in another. They will provide an
evidenced based assessment of any sites for
development which will become part of the
Neighbourhood Plan so as to keep the unique
features of the town.
The working party has worked out five major
objectives of the plan: these relate to housing
needs, to employment needs, to local services
(education, health and leisure), the character
of the town, and issues relating to rising sea
levels. The question is then what proposals for
The Quay

The Maltings wants to be a place that offers
the people of Wells, North Norfolk and its
visitors, hospitality, entertainment, inspiration
and stimulation as well as the opportunity
to celebrate family and community events in
great surroundings.

One obstacle that we’ve been told puts people
off hiring space for a party or family event is
the perception that it will be expensive. If you
have a celebration in mind please do give us a
try – it may be cheaper than you think!

We understand how ever that parts of our local community feel The Maltings and its work
is not for them.

Of course we realise our working party can’t
represent everyone so we are keen to hear
from anyone who has ideas that they would
like to develop. You can get in touch with us at
communityideas@wellsmaltings.org.uk

As a group of Trustees of The Maltings with
long standing and strong links to the town, we
are determined to put this right. In particular
we want to ensure that the three aspects of
The Maltings – Community, Arts and Heritage
- are equally represented in its work. Many of
the arts and entertainment programmes have
been very successful and people of the town
have enjoyed attending them. We now want
and need to improve our relationship with the
local community and our heritage offer.
The terrible pandemic, with its enforced
closure of The Maltings, has provided an

Finally, people will want to know how the
Working Party’s proposals can be examined
in detail by the people of the town. We have
agreed that the drop-in consultation will be on
the weekend of September 25th. when people
can comment on whether we have interpreted
the wants and needs of the town correctly.

Wednesday 4th August at 12 noon
St Nicholas’ Church
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opportunity for reflection. This is why we have
formed a community working party asking
interested local parents and Alderman Peel
High School students to share their thoughts
on the type of events and programmes that
would be most valued by you. The non-trustees have been really helpful thinking of things
close to the town’s heart and we are working
to develop these ideas. We will have details to
share with you as life, hopefully, gets back to
normal this spring and summer.

Over the last few years we’ve been proud to
be involved with the redevelopment and restoration of the previously tired Maltings building
which housed the Community Association
and Granary Theatre. This was made possible
with hard work and enormous generosity from
many members of the local community, and
a large contribution from the Heritage Lottery
Fund.

People may reasonably ask how all of this is
being paid for. The answer is that the Working Party members are paid nothing and that
grants have been obtained to pay for the work
of consultants and advisors. There is at
present a small cost to the Town Council.

This is not the last chance but the first, for
people to comment on a plan which should
put power into the hands of the local
community.
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By Helena Court, Carolyn Stocker & Pat Bannister
Wells Maltings community working party

The Maltings is physically at the heart of the
town and we will strive to become the important community hub that was envisaged by
the initiators of its development.
We realise we can’t wave a magic wand but
we genuinely want to make a fresh start, pandemic allowing, to make The Maltings a great
asset used by the whole Wells Community.
Do get in touch.

”Desert Island Discs”
Celebrity Guest: Carol Starkey - Our friendly and caring manager of Wells-next-the-Sea Post
Office
Interviewer: Jill Catmull
An opportunity to listen to some choices of Carol’s favourite music and anecdotes of her work
here in Wells.
Attendances may be restricted, so if you would like to attend, please contact Kate:
kate.clodd321@gmail.com or 07826 280915
No charge, but donations very welcome for the upkeep of our beautiful church.
The Quay

23

July 2021

Proud to be your award winning
Property Specialists
in Wells-next-the-Sea

The Granary, The Quay, Wells-next-the-Sea, NR23 1JT
wells@sowerbys.com 01328 711711

www.sowerbys.com

The Quay
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30TH MAY - 4TH JUNE

holkham.co.uk

The

Branthill Farm
Wells-next-the-Sea
Norfolk NR23 1SB

www.therealaleshop.co.uk
info@therealaleshop.co.uk
01328710810

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

.

Real Ale Craft Beer
The Quay

Finest selection of Norfolk bottle conditioned
Real Ales and our very own Malt Coast Craft
Beer freshly brewed here on the farm.
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Loved and lost in lockdown

Down memory lane

Steve Foster (1946 – 2020)

Brian Barker 1930-2020

With Mike Welland

Although born in Hertfordshire in1946, Steve
had been a regular visitor to Wells and his
retired parents since the 1970s eventually
retiring here himself in 2004 to the house
which his parents built with Glenda, his widow.
Steve had been employed in the timber industry, spending time in Swedish sawmills and
becoming fluent in the language whilst there.

There was a time when Barkers’ lorries could
be seen every day in Wells, carrying goods
from Wells to Norwich and back and beyond.
Brian joined the family business which his
grandfather had founded after leaving school,
working for his father Leslie. The firm ran a
general carrier business throughout Norfolk.

Prior to 1859 the town of Wells had no public
clock which was said to be of great inconvenience to the inhabitants. In spring of the previous year the Earl of Leicester held a sale of
some of the relics of his estate at “Longlands”,
a farm situated on the Holkham Estate.

Brian was old Wells; his grandfather was landlord of the Horseshoes at Warham; his mother
as a Yarham, well known for the family coal
business run from the Quay. She ran Ostrich
Guest House during the war. As general carriers they took everything from tractor wheels
and tyres to beer barrels, oxygen cylinders
and barbed wire, galvanised buckets and
gumboots, bottles of sweets and toothpaste,
school books, dried milk and potatoes.

Retirement didn’t last long and Steve soon
found a part-time job with Holkham selling a
curious mix of linseed oil paint, pottery and
venison. He also worked behind the bars in
both The Victoria and The Globe where his
convivial, outgoing personality came to the
fore as he welcomed locals and visitors alike.
He could nearly always be found at The Eddie
for happy hour where he met the bunch of
regulars he referred to as “the likely suspects”
and nearly always stopped off at The Bowling
Green for a catch up with Jackie and Vicky on
the way home.

After a strike in 1970 the carrying business
closed and Brian, by this time running the
business, went into bulk storage and, with his
brother Graham, he also diversified into ship
brokerage.

Steve had a well developed sense of humour
and will be remembered by many for his ability
to see fun in everything, especially the girls
in the chemist, who he used to reduce to fits
of giggles on each visit and all the locals he
cheerily greeted on his trips around town,
always taking time to ask how they were
and genuinely being interested in their chats.
He never lost the gift of being able to make
people laugh and feel valued, even the nurses
who often had to administer painful treatments
as he grew sicker.

They had an office in Kings Lynn as well as
Wells, taking advantage of the sudden growth
in the coaster trade into Wells. Their long
distance bulk and general haulage business
developed from the need to store mostly agricultural products prior to transporting goods
as far afield as Southampton and Manchester.
In 1978 he opened a garage and filling station
there. The demise of the coastal shipping
trade in the late 1980s and the effects of cutthroat competition caused the final closure of
the business in 2000, but there are still many
in the town who drove for Barkers or whose
fathers did who will remember him. His eldest
son Chris started his own haulage business in
2001.

As well as being the life and soul of a social
gathering, he was also a kind, gentle and
loving husband and dad to his two daughters
Sarah and Merri, stepdad to Carly and Richard
and step-grandad to two little ones.
Steve’s funeral was cut short by Covid and he
did not get the local send off he would have
liked but there were some touching tributes
from his family and friends - perhaps this
sums him up most appropriately…“Everyone
who knew him will forever miss his outrageous
humour and the stupid face he would pull
when serving up some top class innuendo”.

In retirement Brian could be seen walking
round the town to meet his friends on the
Quay from High Street where he and his wife
Madge lived, opening up the church in the
morning until infirmity took its toll. He died
during the pandemic in July 2020.

(Glenda Foster)
The Quay

28

July 2021

Wells church clock

tion was given to the Staithe Street watch and
clock maker William Cocks. It was stated later
that his task was both difficult and arduous,
both in repairing and modernising the clock for
its new purpose, and that his work reflected
the highest credit on his skill and workmanship. The clock dial, which was seven feet
in diameter was constructed by John Wood
and Sons at their foundry on Theatre Road. It
was described as a beautiful specimen of iron
casting. The carpentry and masons work was
completed by Messrs Plowman and Platten of
Wells.

One of the items included in the sale was a
large clock made in the middle of the previous
century by a celebrated clockmaker and mechanic, Robert Hall of Derby. Hall had accompanied the first Earl of Leicester to Holkham
where he had constructed other mechanical
items which still remained in working order at
the time of the sale.

The clock was totally destroyed in the church
fire of 1879, although it was reported to have
to have continued to work long after the outbreak of the fire. The bearings became red hot
and the clock finally stopped at 7.20am when
the weight-cords burnt through. For years afterwards the hands of the clock face remained
set at that time.

The clock was purchased jointly by the Wells
doctor Hugh Rump, together with a town
merchant, Joseph Haycock. Following the
purchase a subscription was set up to raise
a sum of money with a view to restoring the
clock and installing it in the tower of the parish
church. There was a good response from the
people of Wells, and the money needed for the
work was soon raised.

George Everitt the Wells, maltster and merchant, together with members of his family,
were responsible for funding and replacing the
clock which was re-sited in the church tower
in 1887.

The task of doing the much needed restora-

Community car scheme
By Daphne Potter, co-ordinator

During the year 2019/2020 we attended 3,170 medically related appointments and visited a huge
variety of venues during the course of our journeys; hospitals, surgeries, opticians, dentists, podiatrists, nursing homes, and more, and often visiting at weekends and even on Christmas Day!
We also helped with collecting pensions and organising the delivery of prescriptions and so on,
and we received many, many requests to attend hospital appointments on Saturdays.
2020/2021 has been a very strange year by comparison! Appointments were made and drivers
booked, but there were a lot of cancellations made; often only the day before the appointment.
Then on 17th March 2020 the Doctors at Burnham Market Surgery decided to suspend use of
the car scheme with immediate effect. It was too risky to potentially have the situation where a
kind gesture lead to the spread of the virus.
However with a Risk Assessment in place we started again in August and gradually numbers
are increasing once again. We hope to return to normal as the pandemic becomes more under
control, but even during the suspension of the service we did continue to take passengers who
were receiving regular treatment for cancer.
With best wishes - do take care and keep well.
email: daphnepotter21@yahoo.co.uk
tel: 01485 210342
The Quay
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Rescue Wooden Boats

NPM Builders & Property Maintenance

By Wendy Pritchard

New trips and charters starting on Lucy
Lavers!
Charity Rescue Wooden Boats (ten years old
this summer) is delighted to announce that
their flagship Lucy Lavers, restored former
Wells Lifeboat and Dunkirk Little Ship, is
shortly starting exciting new trips and charters
afloat from Wells-next-the-Sea after a spring
spruce-up at the Stiffkey Boatyard.

Maritime Heritage Centre re-opens!
Lucy Lavers’ story and much more of our local
maritime heritage – films, photos, displays,
artefacts and boats can be seen at Rescue
Wooden Boats family-friendly Maritime Heritage Centre in Stiffkey, open again now on
Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays between
11am and 4pm. The Centre is in the former
officers’ mess at the old military camp. There
is also a corner in the Centre describing the
history of the camp.

The newly formed Wells-based Curlew Coastal
Charters will be running Lucy Lavers on behalf
of Rescue Wooden Boats, led by experienced
local skipper Liam Pink. Liam is offering a
range of trips and charters. These include 1.5
hours in or near Wells harbour cruises based
on the stories of Dunkirk Little Ship Lucy
Lavers and on the local RNLI, as well as 4 or
8 hour private charters based on customers’
preferences. Options include trips along our
coastline, visiting local harbours and areas of
outstanding natural beauty, getting in touch
with nature, bird watching and much more.
These bespoke trips include a locally sourced
seafood picnic (vegetarian & vegan options)

Volunteers
We always welcome more volunteers in all we
do – come and join the team! More volunteers
at the Stiffkey Heritage Centre would enable
us to open on Saturdays too! A few hours is all
it needs!

Building Contractors and Project Management
Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories
Paving, Flooring and Decking
• Painting and decorating • UPVC windows and doors •
• Wall and floor tiling • Gate and fencing repairs and installation •
• Electrical and plumbing work • Lock and glass replacement •
All building work, repairs and maintenance undertaken
All Part P electrical work carried out

07771 874997 • 01328 713002 • www.npmbuilders.co.uk

Bessie needs funds and restoration!
Our next project is another Dunkirk Little
Ship, local Wells whelker Bessie. Her story is
fascinating and she needs a lot of work and
fundraising to help her back
afloat. Do become a friend and
supporter to help us with this.

Trips can be booked now!
Call Liam on 07512 086794 or email
admin@curlewcoastalcharters.co.uk

A Name to Build On!

www.rescuewoodenboats.com
info@rescuewoodenboats.com

Wells Weather Watch
May 2021. By Keith Leesmith

Forget the last three or four days of the month, over the Bank Holiday weekend. The rest of May
was colder than usual. That was country-wide but as so often is the case when the wind was in
the north, which it was for a good part of the month, most days Wells had a few degrees lower
than even their neighbours in places like Fakenham. Not content to be colder than usual, it was
also wetter than usual; in fact, it was the second wettest May in over 30 years. The rainfall for
the month here was 262% of average. Again, this trend was UK-wide with some places having
over 300%. During the first lockdown last year we had a dry, sunny, and warm Spring. So, remembering last year, the comparison with this seems even
greater than reality – but that is why our British weather is
Average atmospheric pressure in
so interesting – its variability!
UK is 1013.25mb
Max. Temperature		
Min. Temperature		
Rainfall Total		
Wettest Amount		
Min. Pressure		
Max. Pressure		
Max. Wind Speed		

The Quay

22.6C		
2.4C		
123mm		
22.7mm		
996.2mb		
1030.5mb
34mph		

Sun 9th
Thu 6th
for May
Fri 21st
Fri 21st
Sun 30th
Tue 4th

30

My average rainfall for May is
47mm
Average rainfall for May at Weybourne (Met Office) is 43.5mm
Average rainfall for May at Marham (Met Office) is 53.3mm
July 2021
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Wells Community Hospital Update
By Sarah Peberday, General Manager

It has been a busy few weeks and we are pleased to be welcoming back our volunteers, clinics
and services.
We are always on the look out for new volunteers – so if you have a few hours spare, please do
think of us – we are a completely non-profit organisation and so any help is really appreciated.
A massive thank you goes to the group from Alderman Peel High School, who have been helping
to paint our garden furniture each week, I am sure when you visit us you will be equally impressed.
We have secured funding to build a Community Garden, so we will start this shortly – if you are
handy with a saw, we have lots of raised beds to build – please get in touch.
The Community Hub is still running, we also have the foodbank here on site, please do not wait
to call us if you need help and support, if we can not help, we will find someone who can.
Finally, we would like to thank our Trustees for their time and support. We have an excellent
group of committed Trustees who help keep the Charity and Services going for our Community.
We sadly have to say farewell to Rosalie Monbiot who has recently stood down as a Trustee, her
support, diligence, commitment and humour has been hugely appreciated: Thank you!
We are pleased and excited to announce a full programme of new events, exercise classes,
workshops, and training courses. These will sit alongside our existing clinics
and services.

SUMMER EVENTS
Pop up street food festival - 11th July & 7th August
We will be hosting a selection of exciting street food vendors, as well as opening our gardens to
let you enjoy the food alfresco.
Throughout the summer will a variety of pop-up food stalls including Norfolk Thai.
An Audience with Laurie & Uncle Barry - 17th July. Classic hits of the
60’s
Summer Celebration - 13th-15th August
An opportunity to get involved with various crafts and activities. Entertainment TBC
Picnic in the garden - 21st August
Enjoy an evening of live music in our wonderful gardens
Acoustic Blondie - 4th September
An outdoor concert to celebrate the end of the summer holidays.
With more events to be added thought out the summer season, tickets can be booked via our
website: www.wellbeingnorfolk.co.uk
Art courses - 18th & 25th September
Norfolk artist Amelia Bowman will be joining us for a two-day collagraph printing workshop. Over
two days you will learn now make a collagraph print then the techniques for printing your own
masterpiece.
The Hive Café & Gardens
We have added a café in the Hospital Garden Room, where
anyone is welcome. We offer tea and exceptional coffee,
light bites and delicious cakes! We can provide cream teas,
with afternoon teas available (booking in advance). We have
a beautiful outside seating area, where you can enjoy our
gardens and beautiful views. The Hive can also be booked
for functions and events. We also have free parking and are
dog friendly - please do pop along.

All details on how to book, along with an events calendar, can be found on our
new website: www.wellbeingnorfolk.co.uk
WEEKLY EXERCISE CLASSES
Launching in May we will be running weekly exercise classes. Open to all abilities these classes
will help improve your fitness and be a chance to get together with others.
Wednesdays
10.00am: Buggy Fit
5.30pm: Fitness Pilates
Thursdays
9.30am: LBT Workout (memberships available)
Fridays
1.00pm: Bootcamp and Circuits
Saturdays
10.30am: Yoga (starting June 5th)

6.30pm: Clubbercise

OTHER ACTIVITIES
Try Nordic: an opportunity to learn how to Nordic walk
Our first Try Nordic is at Wells Community Hospital on Friday June 18th at 9.30- 10.30am. For
more details, please contact our reception on 01328 711996
Seated Exercise with Sue
Returning in May Sue will be running classes twice weekly. Seated exercise aids the recovery
from injuries and helps those with limited mobility to continue to be active.
If you are an instructor and would like to add your classes to our timetable, then please contact Simon on 01328 711996
The Quay
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The Café is a not for profit addition to the Hospital, so any
support is gratefully received. Volunteers are also very
welcome to join our Café team. Please call 01328 711996 for
information.
Bumble Bees
Announcing the launch of our Carers and Toddlers group.
Held twice weekly at the hospital, it is aimed at children 0-5,
introducing them to an exploration of nature. Spaces will be limited. For more information and
booking please contact the reception on 01328 711996
Training Courses
We have started our programme of training courses again. We offer first aid training with more
content being added later in the year. Courses are bookable online at www.wellbeingnorfolk.
co.uk
We have new opportunities for volunteering at the hospital, from gardening & fundraising to
event organisation & supporting the running of our groups. If you would like to volunteer, then
please contact Natasha on 01328 711996.
The Quay
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talks, as well as the occasional book review, Home Stage is launching some classical music
events, beginning once a month on the first Wednesday. These will see a wide
variety of artists and ensembles taking part with the additional aim of providing a
platform for up and coming young performers.

Cooking with Carla Phillips
Salad Piemontaise

Newly wed, living and working in Paris in the early 1960s, this was a treat from our local
‘charcuterie’. It was called ‘Salad Piemontaise’. Recently, looking up the name on the net,
most French recipes call for slices or chunks of cooked ham, rather than tuna – so if that
suits you, you can substitute one for the other; It is especially good when new potatoes
are easily available.
Ingredients: 300g new potatoes; 30g finely chopped onion; 1 tin of tuna steak (preferably
one in olive oil, though sunflower oil will do as well); 1 tablespoon of white wine vinegar; a
tablespoon each of capers, chopped gherkins, chopped parsley and mayonnaise; salt and
pepper.
Method: Scrub the potatoes well and immerse them in a saucepan with water to cover. If
you wish, you can either add mint or a bay leaf. Salt the water, Cover the saucepan and
bring it to the boil. |Cook until the potatoes are tender, then drain and leave to cool. Now
chop the onion and combine it with the cooked potato, a little salt and the wine vinegar.
Now add the tuna, its oil, and toss well. Add the capers, gherkins and then the mayonnaise. Taste – you may need a little more vinegar or mayonnaise. Season with salt and
pepper and last of all add the chopped parsley.
You can add cooked cold vegetables to this: asparagus, green beans, peeled broad
beans, even a little samphire. This is a good starter or lunch dish.

Home Stage
By Tom Harrison

At first sight there doesn’t seem to be much of a connection between the Wells Community Hospital Trust and the Blakeney Harbour Room. But look a little deeper and it’s surprising just what
COVID has brought with it!
The Wells Community Hospital Trust administers the “Health and Wellbeing in our Community
Partnership”, and one of the partners is the Blakeney Royal British Legion, which is based at the
Harbour Room in Blakeney. A big part of the Health and Wellbeing agenda in our area is about
addressing loneliness and isolation. And that is a key Royal British Legion focus right now too.

Everything that is going on is or will be on the website - https://www.home-stage.
co.uk - so do please check this out and do pass the details onto anyone you know
who is finding difficulty in getting out and about, or might just fancy attending an event from the
comfort of their own living room!

County Council news
By Cllr. Michael Dalby

I am writing to say how very pleased I am to
have been elected as your County Councillor
and to say that I hope to do all I can to help
with matters your council is considering, and
to help resolve residents’ issues.

I am looking forward to coming to your meetings and to introducing myself properly to your
councillors and to getting to know the issues
that matter locally. I am planning to offer oral
report in the main at your meetings, if you
would be happy with that, as I have dyslexia
and so it is easier for me to give verbal rather
than written reports. Of course, if I cannot
make a meeting for some reason then I will
send in a written report but I hope you will
bear with me if my written work is not perfect
for that reason.

I’ve worked as a Care Assistant in a nursing home since I
was 18, and am
currently training
in mental health
and adult nursing,
in which I will be
fully qualified in 3-4
years time. I really
appreciate that I
have ‘big boots
to fill’ after Marie
Strong’s tireless
work for Wells division. Marie has been very
kind and helpful to me personally and has
passed on very useful information to me. I am
very grateful to her for that and I shall do my
best to follow in her footsteps.

I am planning to look at the past meeting
minutes ahead of coming to my first meeting
with you; it would give me an early chance to
introduce myself and perhaps to hear about
any current issues.
If you’d like to discuss any issues or local
concerns or find out more about me, please
do get in touch - I’d love to hear from you.
telephone 07504 545077
email Michael.Dalby.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk

When lockdown came along the Harbour Room ran live Sunday Folk Clubs, which - of course
- had to stop. Like many other activities the Folk Clubs migrated to Zoom, with mixed results
to start with! But a year plus later not only is there a thriving Zoom folk community, but that has
grown to include poetry, gardening, bird watching
and book reviews - all happening online.

Pop covers, film music and more!

Rebranded as Home Stage these initiatives bring
fellowship, interest and new friendships. And it’s
this that helps get to the root of the causes of loneliness and isolation, characteristics of our society
that will go on long after COVID.

Join internationally renowned violinist Steve,
plus an amazing line up of other professional
musicians, for an evening celebrating the music from two of Steve’s eclectic solo albums!

Blakeney Royal British Legion and the Health and
Wellbeing partnership, through the good offices of the Wells Community Hospital are discussing
an agenda that uses technology to reach the most vulnerable, lonely and isolated in our community. Exploring the experiences of online activity and arts groups is a whole exciting new area in
supporting mental health.
From July, to add to the existing five poetry groups, four folk events, regular gardening and bird
The Quay
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Steve Bingham showcases his eclectic violin music

featuring well-known tracks by Eurythmics,
The Police, A-ha, Peter Gabriel, The Beatles,
Vangelis and more.
A perfect summer evening of exciting music!

In the first half there’ll be solo Bach, livelooped solo electric violin and an amazing
suite of film music pieces for string quartet by
acclaimed English minimalist composer
Michael Nyman. In the second half the musicians will perform the whole of Steve’s 2021
album “Touch”, a 10-track ‘covers’ album
The Quay

Wed. 4th August in St Nicholas’ Church at
7.30pm.
Tickets will be on sale from 1st
July at;
www.hea-r.me/touch-tickets
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Church service times
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Church of England: Revd. Brenda Stewart - 01328 710628
St. Nicholas,
Church Street, Wells
(Sunday & Wednesday
services are streamed &
uploaded to YouTube:
St Nicholas Wells.
Evening prayer is also
held on Zoom)

1st Sunday
2nd, 3rd, 4th Sunday
5th Sunday
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th Sunday
Wednesday
1st & 3rd Thursday
1st & 3rd Thursday

1100
1100
1030
1830
1830
1830
1830
1830
1000
1000
1345

Worship for All with music
Holy Communion with music
Benefice worship
Taizé worship with music
BCP Evening Prayer
Healing service
Celtic worship with music
BCP Evening Prayer
Holy Communion
Quiet prayer
Little Fishes parent & toddler group

St. Withburga,
Holkham
(using Holkham Hall
Chapel in winter)
All Saints, Wighton

1st Sunday
3rd Sunday

0930
0930

Holy Communion with music
BCP Holy Communion with music

2nd & 4th Sunday

0930

Holy Communion with music

All Saints, Warham &
St. Mary’s, Warham

Festivals & special events

See church notice boards for details

Methodist: Revd. Cliff Shanganya - 01328 862174
Theatre Road, Wells Sunday

1100

Morning worship

Evangelical Congregational: Revd. Neil Woodruff - 07469 186208
Clubbs Lane, Wells Sunday

1500

Sunday worship

Roman Catholic: Father Keith Tulloch - 01328 713044
Our Lady Star of the Saturday
Sea, The Buttlands, Thursday
Wells

1800
0930

Holy Mass
Holy Mass

Quakers: David Saunders - 01328 711119 (warden - 01328 711085)
Friends Meeting
House, Church
Street, Wells

Sunday

1030

Meeting for worship

Wells Library opening hours
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monday: 2pm – 6pm
Tuesday: CLOSED
Wednesday: 9am – 2pm
Thursday: CLOSED
Friday: 9am – 2pm
Saturday: 10am – 4pm
Sunday: Closed

www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries
The Quay
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EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police 			
Ambulance 		
Fire 			
Coastguard / Lifeboat

Fakenham Junior School
Fakenham Academy
Walsingham Primary School
Wells Primary School & Nursery

999
999
999
999

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Age UK Norfolk 		
Chemist - David Jagger Ltd
Citizens Advice (Norfolk)
Duncan Baker MP 		
(constituency office number)
Funeral Directors (Suttons)
Norfolk Family Carers		
Norfolk Debt Advice 		
Registration of births, deaths,
marriages & civil partnerships
Relate - marriage guidance
Tourist Information Centre
Veterinary surgery 		
Wells Maltings booking office
Wells Post Office 		

NON-EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police 			
101
Flood co-ordinators 		
01328 710743
Environment Agency Floodline 0345 9881188
Wells Coastwatch 		
01328 710587
Wells Fire Station
0300 1231669
Wells Lifeboat Station
01328 710230
BANKS & BUILDING SOCIETIES
Barclays Bank, Fakenham
0345 7345345
HSBC, Fakenham 		
0345 7404404
Lloyds, Fakenham 		
0345 6021997
Nat West, Fakenham 		
0345 7888444
BUS & RAIL INFORMATION
Community Car Scheme
Dial A Bus 		
Lynx Bus Company 		
National Rail Enquiries
Sanders Coaches 		

01485 210342
01553 776971
01553 611955
08457 484950
01263 712800

CHURCHES
Church of England rector
Methodist Church 		
Congregational Church
Roman Catholic Church
Quaker Meeting House
Russian Orthodox 		
Churches Together 		

01328 710628
01328 711931
07469 186208
01328 821353
01328 711085
01328 820108
01328 713044

COUNCILS
Wells Town Council 		
Norfolk County Council
North Norfolk District Council

01328 710564
0344 800821
01263 513811

HEALTHCARE
Burnham Market Surgery
NHS Direct 		
N & N Hospital, Norwich
QEII Hospital, King’s Lynn
Red Cross 		
Wells Community Hospital
Wells Health Centre 		

01328 737000
111
01603 286286
01553 613613
0808 1963651
01328 711996
01328 710741

LIBRARIES
Fakenham Library 		
Wells Library 		

01328 862715
01328 710467

SCHOOLS
Alderman Peel High School
Fakenham Infants School

01328 710476
01328 864511

The Quay

01328 862188
01328 851039
01328 820265
01328 710320
0300 5001217
01328 710239
0800 1448848
020 72193000
01692 557140
01328 710301
01603 219924
01603 863582
03244 8008020
01603 625333
01328 710885
01328 711022
01328 839000
01328 710332

LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Carers Matter Norfolk
01328 710501
Elsmith Bowls Club 		
01328 713020
Fakenham Choral Society
01328 700165
Heritage House Care 		
01328 711333
Homes For Wells 		
01328 711703
Keep Fit Group 		
01328 730508
Lifeboat Guild 		
01328 711823
Local Archaeology 		
01328 711449
Local History Group 		
01328 710261
Screen-next-the-Sea 		
01328 710885
Sing For Joy 		
01263 479931
The Royal British Legion
07469 186208
Wells Art Group 		
01328 710208
Wells Bellringers 		
01328 710208
Wells Brownies 		
07748 256714
Wells Carnival 		
01328 710014
Wells Community Theatre
01328 710208
Wells Discussion Group
01328 712158
Wells Football Club 		
01328 710907
Wells Friendship Club
07766 151715
Wells Good Companions
01328 711425
(formerly Wells Pensioners Association)
Wells Harbour Office 		
01328 711646
Wells Maltings Trust 		
01328 711378
Wells Nelson Club 		
01328 711478
Wells Photographic Group
01328 856456
Wells Sailing Club 		
01328 712000
Wells Sea Cadets 		
07889 136430
Wells Town Tennis Club
07784872977
Wells Twinning Association
01328 711033
Wells United Charities
07764 406852
Women’s Institute 		
01603 624580
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A helpful index of our local business advertisers
ACCOMMODATION & EATING OUT
Bang In Wells
Beach Café
Blue Skies Campsite
French’s Fish & Chips
The Bowling Green
The Crown Hotel
The King’s Arms

2
6
7
39
26
40
24

BUSINESS SERVICES
Black Dog Computer Services Ltd
Declan Goode: Computer Services
Hayes + Storr Solicitors
Kathryn Gigg Chartered Accountants
NewPrint & Design
Timez Design

27
12
7
2
14
11

DOMESTIC SERVICES
Masbo Cleaning

14

ESTATE AGENTS & LETTINGS
Belton Duffey
Sowerbys
Spalding and Co

31
25
10

FOOD & DRINK SUPPLIES
A & M Frary Shellfish Ltd
The Real Ale Shop
Whin Hill Cider

11
26
24

HEALTH & PERSONAL CARE
Chi Beauty and Therapeutic Treatment
David Jagger Ltd, Chemists
Foot Perfect
Gunthorpe Osteopaths
Heritage House Day Centre
Point’z of Interest Health & Wellbeing
Richards Opticians
The Beauty House
The Soap Shop

10
11
26
12
14
16
11
6
10

HOMES, INTERIORS & FASHION
Art & Design By Camilla
Gallery Plus
James Isaacs Stoves

6
6
16

The Quay

Phillippa Kirby Soft Furnishings
Shoe Stop
Simon Leverett Carpets & Vinyls
The Old Station Pottery & Bookshop
HOME & GARDEN MAINTENANCE
AlarKris: Electrical & Security
Anglian Tree Works
A T Plumbing & Heating Services
Buckie Plumbing & Heating Services
David Thompson: Chimney Sweep
Finch Garden Design
JAB Systems: electrical installations
JMC Garden & Landscape Services
JRP Construction & Carpentry
KSP Decorators
Need A Carpenter?
North Norfolk Pest Control
North Point Property Care
NPM Builders & Property
Maintenance
PSB Consultancy & Design
R West Electrical
Ross Fulford - Brick & Stonework
Skip It - mini skip hire
S T Bespoke Decor
Tom Frary - Painter & Decorator
Tom Norman Gardening Services
Worzels Roofing

14
8
10
16
6
14
24
27
27
10
12
24
11
31
8
16
12
12
27
24
16
24

TRANSPORT & TRAVEL
Cockle Bay E-Bike Hire
Kenny Greenfield
Scillitoe Bros Garage
Wells Bike Hire

6
16
8
6

OTHER
Coastal Pet Services
Country Dogs: dog grooming
Glaven Veterinary Practice
Holkham Estate
North Norfolk Music Festival
S T Sutton Funeral Directors

16
11
12
26
27
24

Wells Maltings
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