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THE QUAY
Wells and District Community Magazine
SUMMER EVENTS SPECIAL
Wells Carnival online and more
Wells Maltings summer season
Community Hospital events
Crossfire community play
Screen-next-the-Sea
Desert Island Discs
Music marathon
Holkham events
and more......

Welcome to The Quay
Carnival is not much more than a wish this
year but there are lots of summer activities
which are detailed in this month’s issue! Every
organisation is bursting with offers of activities
as you’ll discover in these pages. As for the
Carnival - it has been through bad times before: war and flood have stopped it in the past;
shortage of volunteers has been a problem;
organisation can be testing. But now we have
a crew who are raring to go, and are only waiting to be allowed to do so. Roll on 2022!
Meanwhile, back at the town, Wells is changing at an unprecedented pace. Houses put up
for sale are selling the same day and sometimes for more than a 25% increase on the
initial asking price. It’s a free country and we
understand why people want to come to live
or have a second home here. But it seems a
good time to ask newcomers to do what they
can to help keep the town flourishing: buy
local, join organisations, help with events; and
try to understand and respect what Wells was
before you came.

making whatever we can better. October may
seem a long time away but its first weekend
is a chance to see what possibilities might
open up for the town. There will be a drop-in
consultation in the Congregational Hall on the
Friday and Saturday, October 1st and 2nd.
Please go and have a look and offer your
opinion on what is proposed.
Parking problems?
If you are a pedestrian and find your way along
a pavement blocked or if you have a push
chair or are in a disabled wheelchair; if you
can’t get your car in or out of your drive way
or if you see any vehicle parked in such a way
as to constitute an obstruction please report it.
You should get in touch with a traffic warden
via one of the following means:
email: parking.operations@west-norfolk.gov.uk
telephone: 01553 616650
For the present, we say to everyone: have a
lovely, enjoyable, sun-loving, good eating and
drinking – and considerate – summer!
RA

The Neighbourhood Plan process is a way
of trying to keep the best things going and
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New flood warning messages

By Mike & Marie Strong, joint flood warden co-ordinators
The Environment Agency have recently amended their Flood Warning Messages.
They read Alert, Warning and Severe Warning as previously, but the clarity of
each level is enhanced.

and the chosen winner will paint the park
during the school summer holiday.

rating with other coastal villages to provide a
more regular traffic warden presence.

The Environment Agency responded to a
Health & Safety issue caused by two of the
memorial benches sited along the East Quay.
The Harbour Master hopes to try and find a
more suitable location for them.

The next meeting will be held at
the Maltings on 13th Sep. at 7pm.
To contact Wells town council, go
to: wellstc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk
or phone 01328 710564
or email clerk@wellstowncouncil.org.uk

Wells is still looking into the idea of collabo-

St Nicholas’ Church Music Marathon - in aid of the organ repair fund
On Monday 2nd August a relay of musicians will perform live music from 9am to 9pm, raising
money for church organ repairs.
There’ll be drumming, solo piano, solo organ, plus solo and group instrumentalists and singers,
playing a wide range of music. A rousing finish will be provided at 8pm by organist Martin
Holford and pianist Matthew Preston. Simple refreshments will be available.

Wells Town Council Report

All are invited to come and listen for as long as you like - just enjoy the music! Contributions to
the fund can be made on the day by cash or card, via the website,
www.stnicholaswells.co.uk, or via a box in Wells Post Office.

By Karen Clarke

The July meeting started with a presentation
from Nicky Debbage, NNDC, and Adrian Barber, of Flagship Housing, regarding the housing issues in the town, followed by a Q&A.
In brief, everyone is aware of the housing issues in Wells, which have only worsened with
the continuing rise in prices, and the number
of properties used for holiday lets (currently
34%) rather than permanent lets. The only
place with a higher percentage than North
Norfolk is the Isles of Scilly. NNDC have been
working to reduce the number of disposals in
Wells, and Flagship said the volume of new
houses provided is greater than the volume of
houses being sold. The properties which have
been put on the market are not up to standard
for Flagship tenants and are deemed economically unviable to bring up to scratch. The
Council is disappointed that there is no priority
given to local people to purchase the flats.
Instead, they are sold to the highest bidder.
Wells is in danger of becoming a retirement
town if the younger generations are unable to
afford to live here.
Sarah Peberday, General Manager of the
Community Hospital, said that despite it being
a difficult year in terms of fundraising, the
hospital is still very much a going concern.
It continues to house the food bank and run
the Community Hub. Fitness classes are now
available, as well as a parent and toddler
The Quay

group, and the café is up and running. The aim
is to encourage people to come out of their
homes and partake in community events.

“Crossfire”

The horse tethered at Northfield continues
to be a concern. Victory Housing and NNDC
will be approached to see what action can be
taken.

On September 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th in and
around the church the story of the church and
the town over a thousand years will be told
through drama and music.

The Flood Warden Team has now been affiliated to the Town Council. Between Hunstanton
and Cromer, the greatest risk of flooding is
here in Wells. Mike & Marie Strong expressed
their gratitude to Leftleys for allowing them to
place the radio aerial on top of the shop.
The Traffic Management Committee is working
hard to get the support of other organisations
to help ease the ongoing parking problem,
which is bound to increase once the summer
holidays are upon us.

It will tell the story of the fishing, the plague,
the hundred years’ war, poverty and wealth,
disease and cure, and the changing place
of the church in the life of Wells. This is your
story.

Community play

Tickets £5 from the Maltings
online: wellsmaltings.org.uk/
What’s on/Month by month
listing/September
by telephone 01328710885
Those of you who still have the tickets you
purchased last year can exchange them for
the performance of your choice, through the
Box Office.
The bar opens at 6.30pm on
each evening, and the performances start at 7pm in the
Church grounds.

Our new County Councillor, Michael Dalby,
reported that cut-price composters are now
available. An additional 225 tons of waste can
be composted at home, rather than going in
the black bins. There is also help available for
anyone organising litter picking sessions on
public ground and, once the rubbish has been
sorted and bagged, it can be taken to the local
recycling centre.

Arrangements are in place
in case for wet weather,
when outdoor cover will be
provided.
Please make a note that when
the performance finishes the
bar will still be open, and for
entertainment there will be
some traditional live music.

The six best entries from the skatepark competition have been put forward for judging,
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Your legal matters
in safe hands
for generations
Hayes + Storr Solicitors handle a whole
range of family, property and business
legal matters with care and professionalism.

Call us today 01328 710210
www.hayesandstorr.co.uk
Fakenham | Holt | King’s Lynn | Sheringham | Swaffham | Wells by appointment

Stiffkey Road, Wells next the Sea, Norfolk NR23 1QB
info@blueskiescampsite.co.uk • 07557 021660
Small, friendly, family campsite • Tents, touring caravans and motor homes
Dogs and children welcome

All local hotels and B&Bs have 5 stars,
Blue Skies Campsite has 8 million!
The Quay
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News from the Anglican Churches
By Revd. Brenda Stewart, Rector

I don’t know about you but it is a great pleasure to be able to celebrate joyful occasions
as we have moved into summer with three
weddings in July at Holkham, Wells and
Warham and we wish Michael & Katie, James
& Clare and David & Natasha well in their lives
together. We also have a number of baptisms
in the diary.

our community play with performances hopefully going ahead on September 2nd -5th.
No music season this year at St Nicholas
but in the first week of August we have two
events, a music marathon on Monday 2nd,
9.00am-9.00pm, and on Wednesday 4th,
7.30pm ‘Touch’ live - a concert version of my
husband Steve’s most recent CD of pop song
covers. Plus our one regular Carnival spot,
‘Desert Island Discs’ earlier that day at noon.

Our thoughts and prayers are, of course, with
the families of those who have lost loved ones
recently - Jakki Dalley who formerly lived in
Wells and served as a special constable, and
Alan Miller who was a member of the team at
Holkham Hall for the last ten years.

So a different summer but a great joy to
have projects on the go once more. Churches Together as a group hasn’t been active
because of the restrictions this last year but
we are still very much working together, joining
together in worship, our lock-down choir, the
music marathon and, of course, Crossfire. As
restrictions are rlifted I do hope you all have a
good summer.

It has been a joy to welcome our Little Fishes
families back to church at St Nicholas and
Thelma’s cakes are as good as ever.
Wonderful also to be back to rehearsals for

Methodist church news
By Sue Scoles

ENERGY THAT WON'T
COST THE EARTH
Renewable energy solutions for

HOT WATER

HEATING

ELECTRICITY

Contact us for a free, no obligation consultation to
find out how you can benefit from renewable energy

01603 574185
www.wisegreenenergy.co.uk
info@wisegreenenergy.co.uk
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The church is now open for Sunday worship
at 11 o’clock and the newsletter and service
sheet that has been printed and distributed
every week during lockdown has now ceased.

A service was held to celebrate the life of Trevor Dwyer which was well attended. In recent
years Trevor lived in Scarborough House and
was a regular attendee at the Sunday service.

It kept everyone connected when we weren’t
able to meet in person and was really appreciated. A big “thank you” to everyone involved
in its content, print and distribution.

We look forward to welcoming locals and
visitors to our Sunday service, subject to the
current covid restrictions.

”Desert Island Discs”
Wednesday 4th August at 12 noon
St Nicholas’ Church
Castaway: Carol Starkey - Our friendly and caring manager of Wells-next-the-Sea Post Office
Interviewer: Jill Catmull
An opportunity to listen to some choices of Carol’s favourite music and anecdotes of her work
here in Wells.
Attendances may be restricted, so if you would like to attend, please contact Kate:
kate.clodd321@gmail.com or 07826 280915
No charge, but donations very welcome for the upkeep of our beautiful church.
The Quay
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North Point Property Care
Property & Garden maintenance

PAT Testing & much more.
Contact

Daniel Money 07570234891
info@northpointpropertycare.co.uk
www.northpointpropertycare.co.uk
The Quay
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Norfolk Coast Partnership
By Catherine Leigh

logo and it is important to us to carry this
representation of our heritage through to the
current refresh.

We are delighted to introduce our updated
logo. Eagle-eyed readers may have already
noticed it in our Norfolk Coast Guardian
publication or on the Coastal Code poster
produced as the coast reopened in April to
visitors and locals.

We hope you like it and comments are welcome.
To save any wastage, there won’t be a sudden
change as we use up any printed resources
that carry our old logo, but rather a gradual
transition. Hopefully I will have news of our
new, more user friendly, website in the coming
months.

This refreshing has been developed as we
work on producing a new website. Both the
previous logo and website have certainly
stood the test of time, having been created
over fourteen years ago. You’ll see that we
have retained the key elements that represent
the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, such
as the wildlife, landscape, including built environment, and dark skies reference.

Email address aonb@norfolk.gov.uk

New icons added recognise the part that people, leisure and sustainable transport play in
our management of this special place and the
line linking these follows (roughly) the shape
of our coastline, with the colours representing the fluidity of this and land/marsh/sea
interface.
Of particular note is the bird which some may
remember as pre-dating even the previous

Wells Weather Watch
June 2021. By Keith Leesmith

June was a month of two halves, the first half being as it should be – warm (occasionally too
warm), sunny and with gentle breezes for the most part. Then everything changed dramatically
in the middle. On the 16th the temperature reached a rather hot 29.6C. Two days later, the maximum was less than half of this at 14.5C. So just as the sweaters were packed away, they all had
to be got out again!

The

Branthill Farm
Wells-next-the-Sea
Norfolk NR23 1SB

www.therealaleshop.co.uk
info@therealaleshop.co.uk
01328710810

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

.

Real Ale Craft Beer
The Quay

Finest selection of Norfolk bottle conditioned
Real Ales and our very own Malt Coast Craft
Beer freshly brewed here on the farm.
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As far as rainfall goes, June is always very variable as it is one of the months that can bring thunderstorms. The same applies to the other summer months. We didn’t get any thunderstorms in
Wells, although they were rumbling close by on a couple of
occasions. Throughout the month, rainfall was around half
Average atmospheric pressure in
of the average for June, with half of what we did get falling
UK is 1013.25mb
on one day.
My average rainfall for June is
63mm
Max. Temperature		
29.4C		
Wed 16th
Min. Temperature		
7.8C		
Wed 23rd
Average rainfall for June at WeyRainfall Total		
37mm		
for June
bourne (Met Office) is 54mm
Wettest Amount		
18.9mm		
Fri 18th
Min. Pressure		
1011.6mb
Sun 20th
Average rainfall for June at MarMax. Pressure		
1027.1mb
Sun 13th
ham (Met Office) is 59.2mm
Max. Wind Speed		
21mph		
2nd & 19th
The Quay
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A hopeful new season at Wells Maltings
By Becca Lynn, marketing & development manager
After a summer of continued restrictions we
are hoping for a more relaxed August. Whatever happens we are so glad to be open and
operating, and safety is our prime concern.
Our audiences have been fantastic throughout, with many of our Spring/Summer events
selling out completely. Wells itself has been
buzzing with life and our building has been no
different, with more bistro-style food and drink
going down a treat. Look out for the launch of
our pre-theatre dinners as well – once our new
chef has started we will be extending the food
and drink offer into the evenings.

will play our Auditorium, followed by a DOT
Productions adaptation of Jane Eyre on Wed
4 Aug. Friday 6 brings Old Time Sailors to our
stage with their immersive flashmob musical
show, inviting you to become a Sailor for the
night! Then on Sunday 8 we have roots and
folk duo Pennyless in the evening. We added
to the carnival feel of the week with the feelgood musical movie from Lin Manuel Miranda
In the Heights on Sat 7 Aug, and the superb
Gandini Juggling performing their contemporary juggling show in our courtyard in the
afternoon of Sun 8 Aug.

This month we begin our Community Tuesdays series of events; affordable, sociable
evenings held on Tuesdays, usually in our
bar area. We begin with two events brought
over from our Zoom programme – Short and
Sweet is a short story open mike night on Tue
17 Aug, where we invite you to share your
favourite shortform fiction with the group and
discuss the works afterwards. The Funk-PopA-Roll Music Quiz needs no introduction…
just bring along your best musical trivia on Tue
7 Sep and prepare for battle with quizmaster
Simon Daykin!

We have a fantastic selection of live music
outside of the Carnival picks as well – Ryan
Quigley brings his Latin jazz fusion band Trypl
on Thu 12 Aug, and stunning Pink Floyd tribute Floyd In The Flesh will blow the roof off on
Sat 21. The final weekend of August is graced
by the excellent Sheringham Shantymen on
Fri 27, and Katey Brooks performs her unique
blend of folk, soul, blues and country on Sat
28.

We are really keen to hear from anyone in
the community who has ideas for things they
would like to see at the Maltings. Just email us
at communityideas@wellsmaltings.org.uk to
let us know.
A few events in the tail-end of July for those
of you looking for last-minute plans – the fabulous Music-Next-The-Sea will perform on Fri
23 Jul, followed by a very special event on Sat
24. Tony Abbott, former Australian Prime Minister, will be joining us for a talk on Xi Jinping’s
China courtesy of WSD Handa. Annie Duggan
plays a relaxed afternoon session on Sun 25,
and on Tue 27 Briony Bax hosts a Wells of
Human Kindness themed Strictly Speaking
poetry event.
August is a packed month at Wells Maltings –
kicking off with a week of events in association
with Wells Carnival. Although Carnival plans
have been affected by restrictions, we have
nonetheless kept the four events programmed
in our venue. On Sun 1 Aug, Tennessee Stud
The Quay
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Continuing throughout this year, our new
series of Heritage Talks, which take place
amongst the exhibits in the Heritage Centre.
Visitors with Peter Rainsford is our next event
on Wed 11 Aug, exploring the somewhat
polarising topic of the tourist industry in Wells.
This is followed by Harvesters on Wed 8 Sep
with local Wells fisherman, Ashleigh Mullinger.
The Saltmarsh Series also continues on the
Norfolk Table theme; Norfolk Vines, with the
Burn Valley Vineyard team sharing their process as a local grower and producer on Thu
19 Aug, and food writer Carla Phillips discussing Herbs With An ‘H’ on 17 Sep.
Films and on-screen events begin with Supernova (15) on Fri 30 Jul - a heartbreaking look
at the emotional toll that comes with accepting
mortality. Musical legend Joni Mitchell comes
to our screen on Sat 31 with a live-filmed
show, Joni 75. Nomadland (12A) returns on
Tue 3 Aug after June’s sold-out screenings.
Deftly directed Danish tragicomedy Another
Round (12A) will be shown on Fri 13.
Matthew Bourne’s sensational new dance
event - loosely based on the opera Carmen
August 2021

and the Family Stone and more, from the
legendary 1969 Harlem Cultural Festival.

-The Car Man centres on a greasy American
garage-diner where dreams and passions
are shattered by the arrival of a handsome
stranger. Catch it on our big screen on Sat 14
Aug.
The Croods: A New Age (PG) brings in some
family-friendly fun on Sun 29 Aug and Off the
Rails (cert tbc) rounds out the month on 30 &
31 Aug with a Mamma-Mia-style tale of old
friends chasing old dreams on an inter-rail trip,
with 18 year old Maddie taking her mother’s
place on the journey.
On Fri 3 Sep we bring you a sensational film
for lovers of 60’s soul – Summer of Soul (12A)
includes never-before-seen concert performances by Stevie Wonder, Nina Simone, Sly

Look out also for Screen next the Sea’s movie
events, on the second and fourth Mondays of
the month.
All these events are now available to browse
and book online www.wellsmaltings.org.uk,
or drop by and pick up a paper programme.
Our bistro, visitor information centre and box
office are open daily. You can
always call us for information or
book over the phone on 01328
710885.

Clubs and Societies
Wells Sailing Club
June brought a mixture of weather for sailors,
light winds and sun, rain and heavy wind.
Turnout has been variable but racing has
been keen. The Sailing Committee is always
pleased to see members who wish to race,
and there is a range of club boats available if
you fancy trying something different. The clubhouse hosted a ploughman’s lunch on June
28th which was well attended. Our next event
is scheduled for 31st July when we are hoping
for a balmy evening for a Caribbean Supper. If
we can’t fly to the Caribbean, we’ll invite it to
Wells Sailing Club!
Enquiries about membership to the secretary
at sec.wells.sailing@gmail.com
Wells Embroidery Group
This month we would like to say a big thank
you to Petronella Crossley for giving many
years of her time being one of the treasurers of
the group and one of the longest members.
As mentioned previously, a group of members
met on the Buttlands one Monday afternoon
(socially distanced).
It was very nice to see people we hadn’t seen
for some time. A few of the ladies brought projects they had been working on. This is one of
the lovely things about being in a group who
get excited about textiles, wool, felt, knitting
patterns etc.
After some discussion about when we will be
The Quay
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starting up again in the WI hall, September
seemed to be the time to aim for. When dates
and times have been arranged we will let you
know as soon as we do. Cheryl Gull
Men’s Shed
Like so many other community organisations
we closed our doors during the lockdowns. All
our projects ground to a halt and our members retired to their satellite sheds at home.
Now, as we resurface, we have reopened for
members and prospective members. We are
open on Wednesdays, as before, usual time of
10am to 4pm. Our first job has been to clear
up the site which had become overgrown and
we had just taken delivery of the Carter Group
Sea Container for our metalwork shop which
also needs some TLC.
We recently held our AGM and it was agreed
that our priority is to get our house in order
and fulfill already committed Community
projects before we take on new activities. Our
resources are very limited and whilst we are
keen to support community projects we need
to focus on developing the Shed so we can
build our membership and extend our skill set.
We will of course notify everyone when we
can take on new requests. This also applies
to requests for shed clearances etc as we
are being overrun with stuff and are rapidly
running out of storage space.
On another matter, can you help? We were
in full swing prior to lockdown and we had
August 2021

just competed making some items for people
around the town. One of these items was a
‘bat box’ which has not been collected. Could
the gentleman who ordered the bat box please
get in touch as we have mislaid his contact
details.
When we have completed our spring clean we
will be sorting out our tool stock, which has
grown and grown. We now have a surplus of
many useful and vintage items. So, during the
summer we will be holding a ‘Shed Sale’ each
Wednesday, where we will selling off various
tools and items. This should help with fundraising and provide us with more Covid secure
workspace.
We look forward to providing updates on our
progress, in the meantime if you would like
more information please visit us at http:www.
wellsnexttheseamensshed.weebly.com , or
email us at mensshedwells@gmail.com
Wells Town Bowls Club
As for most sporting clubs it has been a very
difficult 18 months both financially and socially. We are hoping to re-open our Wednesday
roll up games after the 19th July, Covid restrictions permitting. This is a great opportunity
for locals and holidaymakers to turn up at the
club and enjoy a new sport. For only £3 you
will be provided with equipment and tuition if
needed, in a fun and friendly environment. Half
time refreshments are also included.

Wells Good Companions (formerly Wells
Pensioners Association)
What a horrible 16 months this has been
with the loss of both Lesley and Amy and
the isolation that we’ve all had to adhere to.
Hopefully things will improve in the latter half
of the year and we can begin to meet old
friends again and, hopefully, some new ones.
We would normally have had our outing in July
and have always been closed during August
so we are looking towards September as our
next possible opening date.
The remaining committee will meet again in
August when we should have a better idea of
the viability of opening our doors again and,
when we know, we’ll ring all our members
to both confirm the date and also to check
whether you will feel safe in meeting up again.
It was agreed at one of our meetings when
we changed the name of the group before the
start of Covid pandemic that members need
not necessarily be pensioners, just adults who
would like to meet once a month and enjoy
talks, an outing, a party in November and
good company once a month.
If you have any questions or suggestions
please feel free to ring Lynne on 711425 or Pat
on 710193.
Wells-next-the-Sea Open Garden group
Joolz & David Saunders, local organisers, were
presented with an inscribed garden trowel and
certificate by Julia Stafford Allen, the County
Organiser, for opening their group of gardens
over a ten year period.

Local businesses have sponsored advertising
boards around the green, but we always have
room for more and anyone interested in sponsoring a board should contact the Secretary
on 07709 988079 for further details. This provides much needed revenue for the club and
also highlights what is available commercially
in and around the town.
On the matter of sponsors, we are looking to
refurbish our clubhouse, which is now quite
old. A new roof and maintenance for the pavilion are much needed - if any local contractors
would like to help with these improvements
please get in touch, your generosity will be
much appreciated.
Bowls is an all inclusive sport, so age, gender
or disability is not an issue, you will be made
most welcome, it would be great to recruit
some new players to boost our membership
The Quay

and prolong the life of this much loved facility.
Please contact the Secretary Gerry Ward on
07709 988079 to find out more.
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There have been different gardens joining in
during that period but a consistent core group
is still going strong! BBC Radio Norfolk put
in a morning appearance in the shape of Julie
Reinger and her driver, Jonnie Wright, as we
were included in that Sunday’s “Treasure
Quest”.
We raised a total of £890 which will go towards the National Garden Scheme Charities.
The NGS organisation has been raising money
since 1927 and is the most significant funder
of nursing in the UK and donated £2.88 million
to nursing and health charities in 2020.
August 2021

Wells Lifeboat Station news
June 2021
There were no shouts this month.
60th Annual Lifeboat Service
Sunday 22 August 6.30pm
We are delighted to be able to hold our
lifeboat service this year, the first public event
since before the start of Covid. It will be
conducted from the Wells all-weather lifeboat,
Doris M Mann of Ampthill, and accompanied
by the Fakenham Town Band. The lifeboat
will leave the boathouse under the command
of coxswain/mechanic, Nicky King, arriving
quayside at 6.25pm. The service will begin at
6.30pm, subject to tides.
We invite the public to gather on the quayside,
(keeping in mind social distancing guidelines
at the time), or in boats moored on the water
in the quay. Service sheets with the words of
the hymns will be handed out by the volunteers and collection buckets will be available
for donations to support our work at RNLI
Wells.
The Wells Lifeboat Guild
The Lifeboat Guild is happy to be resuming
its monthly planning meetings from July.
They take place on the second Monday of
each month at the Peter Collingwood Hall
(Methodist Church), Theatre Road. We would
welcome anyone interested in helping us to
plan our fundraising activities. You might have
some relevant skills we could utilise or bring
some fresh ideas to fundraising. If you are
interested, please contact Sandra King on
01328 711823 or just pop along to one of our
meetings.

To help with any questions the public may
have, we have compiled a list of FAQ’s:
Q. Can I submit more than one name?
A. Yes, but you need to complete a separate
application for each name.
Q. Can I add the names of my loved ones
together? E.g., my parents.
A. No, each name must be submitted as a
separate entry.
Q. Can loved one’s names be placed so that
they are together on the boat?
A. Every effort will be made where this wish
is expressed. To do this, names should be submitted by the same person, one straight after
the other. You can confirm this by emailing
launchamemory@rnli.org.uk

Boathouse build
Reside Construction are making great progress on the new lifeboat house build. After
installing the base plates, erection of the
glulam frame began, and is expected to be
completed by mid-July. After this the timber roof decking will be fixed in place. The
building is already sitting comfortably with the
skyline, and now that the outline of the shape
is visible, it all feels very real.

Q. Is Launch a Memory only for the deceased?
A. No, anyone can be celebrated in this way.
Q. Can nicknames be used?
A. Yes, but it must not be deemed offensive.
Contact launchamemory@rnli.org.uk for
advice

New lifeboat for Wells
The ‘Launch a Memory’ fundraising campaign
is doing well. This is where members of the
public can commemorate a loved one by
The Quay

donating online and submitting their loved
one’s name. Thank you to all those who have
already donated. There is still time to have
your special person’s name added to the new
Shannon class lifeboat, arriving in Autumn
2022, by visiting the website at rnli.org/WellsLaunch or phoning 0300 300 99 90 (Monday
to Friday 8am-6pm).

Q. What is the allowed maximum length of a
name?
A. No more than 35 characters in total.
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remember to keep within the yellow safety
buoys when the tide is up, as these clearly
mark the safe area. Beyond this, tidal currents
of the channel can very quickly pull swimmers
out to sea and into danger before they have
even realised it.

Q. I am not happy using IT, online forms and
payments.
A. Contact the LAM Team on 0300 300
0061(UK) and make your dedication over the
phone.
Lifesaving Work
Practice launches continue for training the
volunteer crew. Subject to operational requirements, the next launches will be Monday 26
July and Tuesday 10 August, both at 6.30pm.
Safety Message
To help keep visitors and locals safe when
enjoying the sea during the summer, lifeguards
will return to patrol our beaches from 5 July
until 5 September. Whilst in the sea, please

General Information
For more information about RNLI Wells Lifeboat Station, events, or being a
member of our team, please contact 01328 710230 or see www.
wellslifeboat.org or facebook.
com/wellsrnli

Summer off, but we’re still busy!
As you all know by now the Carnival Committee made the extremely difficult decision, earlier this year, to cancel Wells Carnival 2021. The Committee have the summer free to themselves, allowing them to spend more time with their families and
friends - I think some maybe wishing there was a Carnival!!! The fuchsia wearing
group will be back next year to make sure 2022 is bigger and better, giving you all
the week you have missed and giving the town a chance for a great community party.

If you would like to donate, please visit our
‘JustGiving’ page:
justgiving.com/fundraising/rnli-wells

Don’t for one minute think we have been twiddling our thumbs though – we still have a few activities lined up for you to keep this year’s Carnival spirit alive. Our Wells Carnival 2021 wristbands
(above) have been ordered and these will be available to buy, after 17th July, from Goldings
(Staithe Street), Ele & Me, (corner of Bolts Close), Blue Skies Campsite, Stiffkey Road, Wells and
our lovely ladies in Wells Post Office (Station Road) and from various outlets in the town. The
wristbands can also be purchased online through our website: http://www.wellscarnival.co.uk/
carnival-2021/

Heritage House news
By Addie Glanville

Heritage House, the day care centre for the
elderly and isolated in Wells, is looking for
volunteers to help collect and drop off visitors,
deliver meals or simply to chat and support
the wonderful characters who go to Heritage
House.
For 35 years the centre has welcomed visitors
throughout the Wells area. Our visitors live in
isolated villages across the area, and rely upon
our transport to bring them into the centre for

care and essential services. As a volunteer
your time is incredibly valued and your kindness rewarded with smiles and appreciation
from elderly who will no doubt become your
friends and inspiration.
Any time you give, no matter how little, will
make a huge difference to the centre. Can you
help drive people? All training is provided.
Please call Steve Cheshire on 01328 711333.

Wighton News
Wighton is in for a quacking time this August
with the Grand Duck Race taking place on
Sunday 22nd August at 3pm. The finish and
the refreshments stall will be by the road
bridge, next to the Temple’s fields, with the
start further upstream in the grounds of Water
Hall, by kind permission of Julie and Neil
Dyson.

available from Wighton’s Grand Duck Marshal,
Paul Brown (01328 820958). Children’s race
tickets are available on the day at £1 each.
Proceeds to Wighton funds.

There will be the owner’s race (competing for
the Sandy Hopkinson trophy) and a children’s
race. Prizes for owners will be £50, £30 and
£20, and sweepstake punters can win 25%,
15% and 10% of sweepstake takings.
Please buy your ducks, at £2 each, in the Carpenters Arms. All proceeds to village funds.
Sweepstake bids and more information will be
The Quay
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This year’s Harvest Festival Celebration at
All Saints Church is on Sunday 29th August.
The service starts at 11am. A Ploughman’s
lunch will follow the service with food served
in the church from around 12.15pm, including
cheeses, pâtés, salad and fruit. Wine and
soft drinks will also be available. All are very
welcome - villagers, holidaymakers, cyclists,
walkers, families - whether you are attending
the service beforehand or not. Please buy
lunch tickets on the door: adult £7, child £4
(cash only). Proceeds to church funds.
August 2021

Don’t forget to buy one to support
us and add to your collection.
The committee has put together
various quizzes and fun things to
do during the first week of August.
There will be a virtual tasting event
organised by the Black Shuck team
and we have prepared a ‘Carnival
in a Box’, suitable for families of
all ages, containing wrist bands,
carnival merchandise, quiz sheets,
cocktail recipes, children’s crafts
etc etc, - all you need to add is
imagination, music and refreshThe Carnival queen leads the procession in 1990
ments! (NB Stocks are limited and
contents may vary). We also have
an over 12’s/adult craft kit available to order for those missing our craft making events.
Please check the website http://www.wellscarnival.co.uk/carnival-2021/ and our social media
pages for further details.
The Carnival Crew will miss you all as much as you will miss us, please have the best summer
and look after each other.
Kind Regards
Patrick Weston, Carnival Chairman
Dates for the 2022 Carnival: Friday 29th July – Sunday 7th August inclusive
JUST FOR FUN!
The Mystery of the Ship’s Biscuit! – A walking, mystery quiz around Wells
The Crew of the sailing ship, Jammie Dodger, have mislaid their extremely precious cargo of
The Quay
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ship’s biscuits. They have been stolen and hidden somewhere where
the Jammie Dodge had stopped on her recent voyage around Wells!

or pick up a copy from Golding’s in Staithe Street, Wells Maltings in Staithe Street or Ele and Me
in Bolts Close.

To find out more, download the quiz: www.wellscarnival.co.uk/carnival-2021 or collect from Golding’s in Staithe Street, Wells Maltings in
Staithe Street or Ele and Me in Bolts Close, Wells.

A Wells Wander 2021
A gentle walking quiz for when you get a free few minutes! Visit the nooks and crannies of our
lovely town, looking up, looking down and all around.

At the end of the trail you should have one suspect and one location –
case closed!

Quiz sheets available online: www.wellscarnival.co.uk/carnival-2021 or pick one up from Golding’s in Staithe Street, Wells Maltings in Staithe Street or Ele and Me in Bolts Close.
Saturday 31st July 2021 at 12 noon
Many thanks to St Nicholas Church Bell Ringers for their annual chiming of the bells for the start of, what would have been, Wells Carnival
2021

The correct answer will be revealed after 31st August.
If you’re unable to visit Wells, do not despair, as we have a selection of quizzes that can be
completed at home for free: Nature Quiz, Crossword, Emoji Quiz & General Knowledge Quiz.
Please visit our website to download your copies - www.wellscarnival.co.uk/carnival-2021

Eurognomes 2021
Now the Euros are over the England players are, once again, on
holiday in Wells, accompanied by a referee. However you may not
recognise them as they are hiding in some of the shops disguised as
gnomes. Can you find them?

“Carnival in a box”
The Crew realise there are some very unhappy carnival goers this year. So to save another year
of disappointment we decided if there’s no Carnival for you to come to we’ll just send you your
very own ‘Carnival in a Box’.
Suitable for all the family we’ll deliver almost everything you’ll
need for your very own Carnival at home (you just need to
add imagination, refreshments & music). The ‘Carnival in a
Box’ will include:
a selection of Carnival merchandise, a 2021 wristband, quiz
sheets, cocktail recipe & accessories, children’s crafts etc
(contents may vary).
The boxes can be collected from addresses in Wells,
Holkham & Wighton from 24th – 31st July (full details will be
provided on receipt of order). All others can be posted for an
additional £3.50 to cover p&p.
For further information on the ‘Carnival in a Box’ and how to
order: http://www.wellscarnival.co.uk/carnival-2021/ (Please
note there is limited availability)
A huge thank you to Brackadams Packaging Supplies who kindly supplied the boxes: www.
brackadamsps.co.uk
Don’t forget to share your ‘Carnival’ pictures, either through Facebook, Instagram or WhatsApp 07920 065363.

We can also have some fun with it...bring on the Wells Carnival What3words Quiz. Download
the app and you are ready to go. Keep the app on your phone, you never know when you might
need it!
To find out more, and how to enter, download the quiz www.wellscarnival.co.uk/carnival-2021
22

Spot the Pirate - Ahoy me hearties!
The Wells Carnival Committee, also known as the ‘Crew’ has a very
big problem we need your help with!
Earlier this year we took in a shipment of 20 very naughty pirates. Unfortunately, despite our best efforts these pesky little devils managed to escape from our storage
area and we’re receiving reports they’re hiding around Wells Town.
This is where we need your help! – when you’re out and about
in Wells can you please keep an eye open and make a note of
where they’re hiding? We can then arrange for a Crew member
to round them up.
To find out more, and how to enter, download the quiz www.
wellscarnival.co.uk/carnival-2021 or pick up from Golding’s in
Staithe Street, Wells Maltings in Staithe Street or Ele and Me in
Bolts Close.
Happy hunting!!!

What3words
What3words is a smartphone app and is an easy way to identify
precise locations. Every 3m square in the world has been given a
unique combination of three words: a what3words address. What3words can help find unclear
addresses and hard-to-find locations. The emergency services have hailed it for its ability to
potentially save lives.

The Quay

To find out more, and how to enter, download a form at www.wellscarnival.co.uk/carnival-2021 or pick one up from Golding’s in Staithe
Street, Wells Maltings in Staithe Street or Ele and Me in Bolts Close.
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The Black Shuck Virtual Tasting Event
Sign up for this virtual event on the Black Shuck website
https://www.blackshuckltd.co.uk/store
The event will take place at 7pm on August 5th. A few days prior to the event you will be sent
your own tasting box of Black Shuck goodies. The box costs £40, is suitable for 1 or 2 sharing
and will include:
•
5 Black Shuck Miniatures (50ml)
•
5 Fever Tree Tonics
•
Snacks
•
Other Black Shuck Surprises and Goodies
The Quay

23

August 2021

New team at Homes for Wells

You will also receive the link to a private Zoom event.

By Jane Berwick

On the night of August 5th Patrick and Sarah will take you behind
the scenes at Black Shuck HQ (via zoom) whilst taking you
through the contents of your box.
Patrick & Sarah Saunders, Black Shuck Ltd 07867 817618
The Maltings have kindly taken on a selection of the 2021
Carnival bookings, and will run them alongside their enhanced programme, in what would have
been Carnival Week. These include:
•
•
•
•

Tennessee Stud: Sunday 1st August. Country music
DOT Production: Wednesday 4th August. Jayne Ayre
Old Time Sailors: Friday 6th August. A flashmob musical show designed to take the audience back in time through an unforgettable trip to the 19th century.
Pennyless: Sunday 8th August. Live folk music

For further details on the events and booking information please visit the Maltings website:
www.wellsmaltings.org.uk/month-by-month-listing or call 01328 710885
Wells Carnival Committee has so much to be grateful for. We have understanding families, loyal
friends, supporters and sponsors, and most importantly we have, thankfully, all survived the
Coronavirus pandemic.
Over the past few years we have been in the fortunate position of being able to distribute tens
of thousands of pounds to organisations within the town. We like to think we bring trade to the
town, give people a fun time and most importantly help the local groups to carry on with their
good work.
There have been occasions when we have been able to help financially, when there has been
particular need. We have contributed towards replacement wheels on the Heritage House minibuses, when they were stolen, a new bench on the corner of Greenway Lane, extra power supply to the Buttlands, a defibrillator, and hired a specially adapted Mobiloo and attendant during
Carnival. Last year we made a donation to the Primary School, so all children leaving the school
had a dictionary. We also contribute towards the annual Alderman Peel Achievement Awards
presentation at Holkham Hall, a very prestigious event that the students really enjoy.
The Committee were able to help during the lockdown last summer, delivering regular craft
packs to children in the town. We also delivered flyers for The Hub and Heritage House, as well
as two issues of the Quay magazine.
Fundraising has been severely curtailed, especially this year but the bills still roll in regardless,
for storage, insurance, accountancy, etc. We hope we will again be able to give grants later in
the year at our AGM, but obviously the amounts will reflect our financial position. If you are in
Wells over the summer you may see our collection boxes in the local shops – if you have a few
spare pennies please do pop them in the box – Thank you!

I am delighted to introduce ourselves as the
new team at the Homes for Wells office in the
Sackhouse. My name is Jane Berwick and
I have been appointed as General Manager.
Karen Clarke will be joining me as Fundraising
and Finance Administrator.
I moved to Wells in 1998 and although I no
longer live in the town, I have a great passion
for affordable housing for local people. I have
a wealth of experience dealing with property
and tenant management. Karen has lived
in Wells for seven years and has a strong
finance and fundraising background.
We are excited to raise the profile of Homes
for Wells, focusing on fundraising, streamlining
practices to make the office paperless, looking
at sustainable new projects to increase the
property portfolio, to attract more member
applications to enhance the diversity of the
Board.
The office is manned on Wednesdays, but
we are available most days please feel free to
contact us at office@homesforwells.co.uk
Fundraising News
The Auction of Promises was a fantastic,
fun, evening, with a really good turnout. I am
extremely pleased to say we have raised approximately £4,000 towards the refurbishment
of our Northfield Waye flats, which is brilliant,
especially during what has been a particularly
difficult year for everyone. I would like to say
a huge thank you to all the individuals and
companies who generously donated promises,
everyone who placed a bid, and to Pat Weston

for being our auctioneer, and to Ali for being
his assistant. We could not have done this
without you. Thank you all so much!
We look forward to seeing you all at more live
events soon. In the meantime, we now have
joined GivingLottery – we get 40% of money
raised from our page – so for a £1 ticket, you
can support us, and be in with a chance of
winning £25,000!

Looking forward to seeing you in 2022!
Wells Carnival Ltd.
www.wellscarnival.co.uk
facebook.com/wellscarnival
twitter.com/WellsCarnival
instagram.com/wells.carnival
YouTube: Wells Carnival Ltd – Norfolk
The Quay
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Alderman Peel High School news

Avro Halifax bombers ) two RAF squadrons,
the 199 and the 171, both part of RAF 100
Group, flew operations to carry out secret
radio counter measures. 73 men were lost, 69
while operational, 4 in a training accident after
the end of the war when their Halifax hit the
cliffs at Cromer.

By Alistair Ogle, principal

As we near the end of another remarkable year
I have nothing but compliments and thanks
for our students and staff. The way they have
adapted to enforced changes and uncertainties has been inspiring. I think all of us can
all take great comfort and confidence in the
fact that once we have lived through a global
pandemic, what is possibly going to stop us in
the future?
We have managed a number of events and
have ensured all year groups have had something to look forward to including a wonderful
STEM (Science Technology, Engineering and
Maths) event programming and flying drones,
transition days for year 6 students, a Race for
Life Charity event, and Year 7 and 8 visits to
Norwich.
We have students in the final of a national
competition to win £20,000 following their
design of a revolutionary Bluetooth Pollution
detection device which links to mobile phones
indicating the level of air pollution and another
student whose art work has been selected for
the Royal Academy Show.
Our recent Citizenship Day was once again
a great success as students studied various
topics including politics, first aid, racism, the
judicial system, law and society, employment
skills, HMRC and careers. A group of students
also benefitted from a day at Holkham Estate
learning about forestry and sustainability.
We are looking forward to our year 11 leavers’
event at school and our rearranged Celebration of Academic Success. All the staff and
students are extremely grateful to everyone at

Holkham Hall for being so helpful and flexible
in rearranging this event (again). As always I
am sure it will be a wonderful evening.
As we look forward with even greater optimism we have interviewed and selected
our prefects, Head Boy, Head Girl, and their
deputies for September, we have recruited additional staff again as the number of student’s
increases, again and purchased additional
furniture and resources to provide them all
with the best educational experience and
opportunities we can.
We have many events, visits and international
trips planned for the next two years and we
are really pleased that we can take all of our
(new) year 7 students and all of our year 8 students to Hilltop in Sheringham in September.
Over the course of the two weekends they will
participate in a wide range of exciting activities and experiences as they get to develop a
wide range of team building, communication
and leadership skills with their brilliant staff.
With students coming from twenty-three different Primary schools I know this help them
all get to know each other really well. I would
also like to thank all the many staff who have
volunteered to spend time with these students
over the course of these weekends.
Finally, I would like to thank you all. Your kindness, understanding and support is a major
factor in our success, particularly during the
last fifteen months. It is a genuine privilege to
work with such a committed team of staff and
governors within a wonderful community.

Time to remember
By Nigel Morter

Bernie How who served as
a flight engineer on bombers at RAF North Creake
with 199 Squadron from
1944-45 returned to the
station on Saturday 5th June 2021 to unveil
the new memorial.

A second World War veteran returned to RAF
North Creake in June to cut the ribbon on the
memorial dedicated to the 73 men who never
returned. Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions, there was only a small invited audience
of 30 people. A larger celebration is hoped for
the future when restrictions are lifted.
The Quay
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Nigel Morter and Claire Nugent, owners of the
Control Tower Bed and Breakfast, have spearheaded the campaign to bring a memorial to
the airfield after buying the Control Tower in
2011. While restoring the Control Tower back
to its iconic modernist look, they soon became
enchanted by the secret history of the aerodrome. With meeting veterans, they realised
the need to celebrate those who served at this
mostly forgotten station and commemorate
those who were lost.
RAF North Creake was operational from June
1944 until May 1945 but during this time it
played a critical role in supporting Bomber Command. Flying four-engine ‘heavies’
(initially Short Stirlings then from March 1945

The Time to Remember project began in
October 2017 when the couple gathered some
local people together at the Control Tower
to gauge the interest in creating a memorial;
they were overwhelmed by the interest and response and the fundraising campaign began.
The culmination of this campaign is the memorial on the B1105 with its Stirling bomber
centrepiece entitled ‘Home Safe’ and often referred to locally as the ‘ghost plane’. Created
by Andy Knighton sculptures, it stands along
with the Roll of Honour detailing the 73 men
who died while serving at RAF North Creake.
Bernie How, the veteran of RAF North Creake
concludes; ‘It is wonderful the idea having a
Stirling memorial at RAF North Creake where
they once flew. I am very proud to unveil it. I
will visit the memorial, although over 40 miles
away, at least once a year.’
www.rafnorthcreake.co.uk

Neighbourhood Plan progress
By the Plan Working Party

Visitors often comment on the beautiful and
unchanged nature of the town. Locals will
know how much it has changed and how it
continues to change.

areas such as the Buttlands, Church Marsh
and so on. It’s also about little spaces, often
not noticed - Tug Boat Yard, Northfield Crescent - which add to the amenity of the town.

One of the purposes of the Neighbourhood
Plan is to describe, street by street and
sometime house by house how much the
town has changed. There are over a hundred
listed buildings but many more have gone.
But the detailed description provides us with
a benchmark from which to look at proposed
developments.

Essentially, the town is about people. Government tells us that we are supposed to create
and preserve the town as a vibrant, healthy
living community. Given the pressures of
market forces – second and holiday homes,
of tourism and of a whole raft of other things
including rising sea levels that is a tall order.
As we well know there are conflicting interests
which result in strong disagreements.

This Character Appraisal as it is called, goes
along with a Design Code, intended to provide
guidelines for future developments. We cannot
change the past but we can shape the future.
The town is not just about buildings: it’s also
about green spaces, not just the large open
The Quay
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Can you put a date in your diaries? October
1st and 2nd are the dates when we shall have
a public consultation, a drop-in occasion,
when all the detailed proposals will be set out
for you to comment on.
August 2021

Proud to be your award winning
Property Specialists
in Wells-next-the-Sea

The Granary, The Quay, Wells-next-the-Sea, NR23 1JT
wells@sowerbys.com 01328 711711

www.sowerbys.com
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Wells Sea Cadets
By Noel Wheatley

To say the last 18 months have been extraordinary would be an understatement. We started 2020 by gaining charitable status following
on from our affiliation to the Marine Society
& Sea Cadets and official recognition by the
MoD Royal Navy.
Then in March 2020 we joined the rest of
the country in lockdown with all face to face
Sea Cadet activities suspended including
all fundraising events we had planned to be
involved in. Suddenly, the world of virtual
interaction was thrust upon us. Sea Cadets
HQ led the way by re-designing the majority
of training sessions and a number of courses
that could be delivered virtually. This new style
of delivery and learning was offered to cadets
and adult volunteers and the cadets could
decide whether or not to engage. This was
important as we did not want to interfere with
their education nor overload them with on-line
learning.
The majority of cadets did engage in some
form of on line activity with a number of them
completing their training modules and gaining
promotion - and we must not forget the regular on-line family quizzes! Nine cadets and
adult volunteers completed the RYA Essential
Navigation and Seamanship course and five
The Quay

cadets attended and passed the new Cadet
Naval Airman Proficiency course. We also had
cadets engaged with virtual military music
lessons provided by Blackheath Academy and
The Royal Marines. One of our Juniors even
attended the week long JSC virtual Summer
Camp!

gain permission to return to parading and
boating in September. Cadets spent 4 days on
Holkham Lake rowing and kayaking during half
term thanks to Holkham Estate. We celebrated
a socially distanced Trafalgar Day and also
engaged with a national community project
designing and painting poppy pebbles to lay
on the various war graves in Wells and neighbouring towns and villages to commemorate
Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day. We
managed to complete and lay the pebbles the
day before lockdown two came into force and
activities were suspended again.

few months with two gaining RYA Powerboat
Instructor qualifications, three attending seamanship courses, four passing the RYA Navigation and Seamanship course and another
becoming a SCC Physical Training Instructor.
We welcome enquiries from local young people interested in joining. Junior Sea Cadets are
10 to 12 yrs and Sea Cadets are 12 to 18yrs.
we meet on Wednesday evenings 6.45pm to
9pm and Sea Cadets meet the first Saturday
of each month 9.45 am to 4pm. Owing to our
current numbers we may have to operate a
short waiting list.

Activities started again in March and we were
soon back out on Holkham Lake for some
more kayaking – it was chilly but the cadets
bundled up and had great fun on the water.
Six of our cadets travelled to the SCC boat
station at Thrapston and took advantage of
free sailing sessions laid on as part of the SCC
Holiday Active programme over the Whitsun
holidays. All were complete novices, thoroughly enjoyed themselves and came back with the
sailing bug.

Adults – are you interested in helping out?

Our adults have also been busy over the past

Do you have any particular skills or qualifications that could help grow Wells Sea Cadets to
be even bigger and better?
Cadets can register interest at https://www.
sea-cadets.org/apply
Please email Wellsseacadets@
gmail.org or ring 07889 136430
for more info.

After a year of planning and fundraising
August saw us taking delivery of our new
modular building. Victory Block is sited in
the Alderman Peel High School grounds and
gives the Sea Cadets much needed office and
storage space and a couple of training rooms
that can be shared with the school. Part of
the funding was courtesy of a £20,000 grant
from the Sheringham Shoal Community Fund
matched by our parent charity, the MSSC,
plus contributions from APHS and other local
benefactors.
Late in 2019 we were notified that we had
won our first efficiency burgee for 2018-2019;
awarded to a Unit judged to be ‘Very Good’
or better – a massive achievement for a new
Unit. 2019-2020 was even better with higher
marks and another burgee. Our fingers are
crossed for a hat trick for 2020/21.
TS Eliza Adams was one of the first Units to
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Meet your new lawyer: Robert the robot
By Miranda Marshall, director, Hayes + Storr

The report, Images of the Future Worlds
Facing the Legal Profession 2020-2030, is the
first fruit of the Society’s Future Worlds 2050
project. The project aims to enable ‘raw, frank
and honest discussions around what clients
will need in the future and to think about the
legal business models our members may
adopt’, the Law Society said.

The French existentialist
philosopher Jean-Paul
Sartre said, “Hell is other
people” (“L’enfer, c’est les
autres”). So, if you don’t
much like your solicitor,
help is on its way. Meet
your new lawyer: Robert
the Robot!
Clients still want a lawyer
they can relate to. The days of clients being
amazed that the young woman standing
before them was a real solicitor have gone.
The old guard are no longer perturbed by their
solicitor being from a different culture and
religion than theirs. But are clients yet ready
for a robot?
Sure, we will all have an advanced version of
Siri who can answer our questions, in much
the same way as many of us now turn to
google. Doctors are under the same threat, as
technology can be better at medical diagnosis
than a human.
This Brave New World, dystopian vision of
the future was described in the leading article
in today’s (online!) Law Society Gazette. Just
as I was pondering the subject matter of this
month’s article, it popped into my inbox.
This bleak vision of a legal profession largely
replaced by artificial intelligence (A.I.) and
self-service legal advice has been published
by a Law Society-sponsored initiative. The report, based on projections by a ‘Delphi panel’
of experts, forecasts a ‘savage reduction’ in
full-time jobs by 2050. That’s okay, I’ll be 86
by then.
Those human lawyers who remain, will work
alongside technology, and be required to take
‘performance-enhancing medication in order
to optimise their own productivity and effectiveness’. There have already been quips in
the online responses about ‘litigator-strength
coffee’. I hear that in high-octane spheres of
the legal profession ‘performance-enhancing
substances’ have long been as prevalent as in
show-business.
The Quay
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This ‘Delphi panel’ foresees surviving lawyers
working alongside robots. Among the forecasts is a prediction that employment in the
UK legal sector is already declining, following
a peak in 2016. Not with private client work in
north Norfolk, it ain’t.

NPM Builders & Property Maintenance
Building Contractors and Project Management
Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories
Paving, Flooring and Decking
• Painting and decorating • UPVC windows and doors •
• Wall and floor tiling • Gate and fencing repairs and installation •
• Electrical and plumbing work • Lock and glass replacement •
All building work, repairs and maintenance undertaken
All Part P electrical work carried out

07771 874997 • 01328 713002 • www.npmbuilders.co.uk

The report also cites research suggesting that
‘85% of job concepts in 2030 do not yet exist,
and half of people think that the roles and
skills of the next two decades are impossible
to predict within their industry’.

A Name to Build On!

Apart from advances in technology, the panel
considers predictions about the dominance of
China in the world economy, climate change
and ‘rising social movements and resurgence
of the civil rights movement’. The Law Society
president says: ‘The legal profession is at a
pivotal moment, as is the world in which we
live. There are a plethora of forces shifting
our collective experience and the business
environment. If we’ve learnt anything from
2020, it’s that the future can still catch you unawares.’ She reckons that there is likely to be
a rise of climate litigation against corporations
or governments.
There is something to be said for working in
the more people-centred section of the legal
world. It is comforting to know that my six
years of training and thirty years of post-qualification experience in the world of private client work makes me less likely to be replaced
by a robot.
This article is for general information only and
does not constitute legal or professional advice.
For any individual, family, property or business
legal matter, contact Hayes + Storr
on 01263 712835
or email miranda.marshall@hayes-storr.com
August 2021
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Cooking with Carla Phillips
Petite Suisse – English Style

Living in France, many, many years ago, this was a delicious cream which was served
with summer fruits: sliced strawberries, raspberries, gently softened and stewed apricots
or plums...A dollop accompanied each portion of fruit. It was served at home, and also in
restaurants. Even though it was widely sold in tiny packets it was simple to make at home.
Once it is prepared, it will keep well covered and refrigerated for 3 or 4 days.
Ingredients: a small carton of ricotta cheese; a pinch of salt; 150ml of double cream; 2 0r 3
teaspoons of icing sugar.
Method: Mix the ricotta with the pinch of salt and the icing sugar. \add the cream and whip
it all until stiff, Chill before serving it with the fruit.

Screen-next-the-Sea
Summer programme

Disappointingly it has not been possible to
get a licence to screen Herself (15) on August
9th but instead, at 7pm, we are showing
Misbehaviour (12A ), the true story about a
group of women planning to disrupt the 1970
Miss World beauty competition in London,
the one where Bob Hope joked about a cattle
market! Starring Keira Knightley and Gugu
Mbatha-Raw, it features parallel stories of two
women trying to change things, and some
of us will remember the scenes of chaos on
live TV, which was the highest profile feminist
consciousness raising event of the 70’s. This
entertaining and lively film is “at the same time
deadly serious and Pythonically silly”, Peter
Bradshaw.
As a reminder The Perfect Candidate (PG),
is showing on Monday July 26th at 7pm, ‘ a
quietly groundbreaking piece of work’ that
tells the story of a female Saudi Arabian
doctor who puts herself up for a local election
to improve facilities for the hospital where she

works.
Monday 23rd August at 7 pm is Harriet (12A),
the true story of Harriet Tubman who escaped
from slavery in 1840’s Maryland and went on
to help other slaves to escape via the ‘Underground Railroad’, described as ‘gripping’ by
film critic Mark Kermode.
While restrictions are in place tickets must
be booked in advance on-line from www.
wellsmaltings.org.uk up to 7pm on the day of
performance or by phone 01328 710885, or in
person up to 3pm on the day.

The bank was described as being one mile
and 132 yards in length, and at its highest
point 22 feet six inches. The structure was
covered in clay and was seven feet in width
at the top. It was proposed at that time to
build another bank on the opposite side of the
channel and enclose the eastern marshes. A
report proposing to erect this bank claimed
that if this were built the water in the harbour
would be deepened “by the simple force of
the scour that would be given to the tide by
keeping it within confined limits”. It may have
been that the proposal was rejected following the damage caused by the 1862 floods.
It was reported that the crops growing on

Opening of West Bank

in fact this bank, like others erected around
the town and along the coast, was to enclose
the existing marshes for arable land to profit
local landowners. The erection of the banks
has over the years contributed much damage,
not only in Wells, but villages such as Cley,
Blakeney and Wiveton.

The embankment, now known as the West
Bank, was on its opening on 12th July 1859
referred to as the New Marine Promenade.
Reading accounts of the opening one is given
the impression that the project was undertaken for the benefit of the people of Wells, but
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When the Rector of Wells, Rev. John Hopper,
the officiating Chairman declared the bank
open, in his speech he outlined the history of
the embankments around the town, praising those responsible for their building. He
then claimed that building the new bank and
reclaiming the land would mean rates be reduced, and as a result more money would be
available to the poor of the town.
In fact the reverse happened and from virtually
that time the population and prosperity of the
town declined at an incredible rate. A report
made some years later about the problems of
Wells placed the main blame on the enclosing
of land which had resulted in poor drainage,
an increase in mortality, and the deplorable
decline in the condition of its cottages and
buildings.

Steve Bingham showcases his eclectic violin music

In the second half the musicians will perform
the whole of Steve’s 2021 album “Touch”, a
10-track ‘covers’ album featuring well-known
tracks by Eurythmics, The Police, A-ha, Peter
Gabriel, The Beatles, Vangelis, Great Big
World, The Postal Service, Shift K3y and
Fleetwood Mac.

July 26th, 7pm: The Perfect Candidate (PG)
August 9th, 7pm: Misbehaviour (12A)
August 23rd, 7pm: Harriet (12A)

By Mike Welland

land reclaimed by the Earl of Leicester were
destroyed “inflicting an amount of damage
estimated at not less than £10,000” and that
the failure of the bank was the cause of the
disaster. One can only speculate as to what
would have happened to the town during later
floods had this plan for an east bank been
proceeded with.

Pop covers, film music and more!

Masks must be worn throughout the building,
except when eating or drinking, hand sanitisers must be used and track and trace details
will be taken.

More Wells history

The Quay

The marshland reclaimed by erecting the bank
was estimated to be 600 acres. The contractor
for the work was Isaac Buxton of Manchester
and the engineer a Mr. Arthur Saunders. When
the bank was breached for the first time in
December 1862, only three years after being
erected, Saunders wrote to the editor of the
London Standard disclaiming responsibility
for the resultant damage caused by the bank
being breached. The damaging consequences of erecting the bank on the marshes, and
to the harbour itself, was reported in Norfolk
newspapers of the time.

A perfect summer evening of exciting music
with refreshments provided by the St Nicholas’
team!
Wed. 4th August in St Nicholas’ Church at
7.30pm.

Join internationally renowned violinist Steve,
plus an amazing line up of other professional
musicians, for an evening celebrating the music from two of Steve’s eclectic solo albums!

Tickets are available from;
www.hea-r.me/touch-tickets

In the first half there’ll be solo Bach, livelooped solo electric violin and an amazing
suite of film music pieces for string quartet by
acclaimed English minimalist composer
Michael Nyman.
The Quay

Or if you don’t like online booking please text or phone Steve
on 07943 829011 to reserve
tickets for payment on the door
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Wells Community Hospital Update

Summer events diary

We have some exciting events planned for the summer!

JULY
27th - Strictly Speaking poetry event
The Maltings (see p.15)
30th - Supernova (movie)
The Maltings (see p.15)
31st - Joni Mitchell (live-filmed show)
The Maltings (see p.15)

A selection of live events in the area over the summer

By Sarah Peberday, General Manager

Street Food and Karaoke 7th August
We will be hosting a pop up street food festival. Join us for an afternoon of alfresco dinning in
the Hive Gardens and sample the wares of local Norfolk Street Food vendors.
Then spend the evening singing your heart out at our first Karaoke Evening. M & M Karaoke Host
Mick will be on hand to get the evening started. This will be a great night!
A Summer Celebration 13th,14th & 15th August
With the summer in full swing, we are hosting a range of events across the three days.
Friday the 13th will see the return of our popular bingo evening. Maybe 13 will be lucky for you?
During Saturday 14th the Hive Café and Gardens will be open
to visit. Our artists in residence will be running creative craft
workshops. (more activities to be announced)
On Sunday 15th we will finish the weekend and afternoon of
live music in the Hive Gardens. Spring Solace is an acoustic
duo from East Anglia covering a range of songs from the 60’s
to now, from rock to pop with a few curve-balls in between and
the odd original. With Gemma and Pete singing and Pete on the
acoustic guitar they aim to play music recognised and loved by
audiences of all ages.
Children’s T Shirt Printing Workshop. 24th August
Join Norfolk Artist Amelia Bowman for her workshop on t-shirt
printing. Bring your own white or light-coloured t-shirt and
transform it with various block printing techniques.
The Hive Café and Gardens will be open daily from 10am till 2pm (Monday-Friday) With ample
free parking and space to sit and relax. Serving great coffee and a selection sweet treats and
light bites.
Our programme of exercise classes will continue to run during the summer holidays.
•
•
•
•

Fitness Pilates. Wednesdays @ 5:30pm
Clubbercise. Wednesdays @ 6:30pm
Exercise For All with Amy. Fridays @ 10:30am
Kundalini Yoga. Saturdays @10:30am

Spaces can be booked via www.wellbeingnorfolk.co.uk or call 01328 711996
Talking Elephants & Gardening Elephants
Running every 2nd & 3rd Thursdays of the month, this group is safe space for the bereaved, their
family and friends, to share time, memories and receive support.
Sessions will be hosted in the Hive Cafe @ Wells Community Hospital or the Gardens. Giving you
the opportunity to enjoy our beautiful and calming outdoor spaces.
Places are free and can be booked via our reception on 01328 711996.
The Quay
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AUGUST
1st - Tennessee Stud: The Maltings (see p.15)
2nd - Music marathon
St Nicholas’ church (see p.5)
3rd - Nomadland (movie)
The Maltings (see p.15)
4th - Desert Island Discs
St Nicholas’ church (see p.9)
4th - Touch live! Steve Bingham concert
St Nicholas’ church (see p.37)
4th - Jane Eyre: The Maltings (see p.15)
4th - Outdoor theatre; The Further Adventures
Of Dr. Dolittle: Holkham
7th - Karaoke: Community Hospital (see p.38)
7th - In The Heights (movie)
The Maltings (see p.15)
8th - Gandini Juggling: The Maltings (see p.15)
8th - Pennyless folk duo
The Maltings (see p.15)
9th - Misbehavious (movie)
Screen-next-the-Sea (see p.36)
11th - Heritage Talks - the tourist industry
The Maltings (see p.15)
11th - Outdoor theatre; Mr Stink: Holkham
12th - Trypl (latin jazz fusion)
The Maltings (see p.15)
13th - Summer Celebration
Community Hospital (see p.38)
13th - Another Round (movie)
The Maltings (see p.15)
14th - Summer Celebration
Community Hospital (see p.38)
14th - The Car Man (movie)
The Maltings (see p.15)
15th - Summer Celebration
Community Hospital (see p.38)
17th - Short story open mic night
The Maltings (see p.15)

18th - Outdoor theatre; Treasure Island:
Holkham
18th - Hideaway Cinema; The Greatest Showman Holkham
19th - Hideaway Cinema; Moana, Grease, and
A Star Is Born: Holkham
20th - Hideaway Cinema; Tom & Jerry Movie,
and La La Land: Holkham
21st - Floyd In The Flesh (tribute band)
The Maltings (see p.15)
21st - Hideaway Cinema; Paddington, Harry
Potter & Deathly Hallows pt2, In The Heights,
and Dirty Dancing: Holkham
22nd - Annual Lifeboat Service: Wells (see
p.19)
22nd - Hideaway Cinema; Space Jam New
Legacy, and The Suicide Squad: Holkham
23rd - Harriet (movie)
Screen-next-the-Sea (see p.36)
24th - Children’s T shirt printing workshop
Community Hospital (see p.38)
25th - Outdoor theatre; Macbeth: Holkham
27th - Sheringham Shantymen
The Maltings (see p.15)
28th - Katey Brooks (folk, soul, blues)
The Maltings (see p.15)
29th - The Croods: A New Age (movie)
The Maltings (see p.15)
30th - Off the Rails (movie): The Maltings (see
p.15)
31st - Off the Rails (movie): The Maltings (see
p.15)
SEPTEMBER
2nd - Crossfire community play
St Nicholas’ church (see p.)
3rd - Crossfire community play
St Nicholas’ church (see p.5)
3rd - Summer of Soul (movie)
The Maltings (see p.15)
4th - Crossfire community play
St Nicholas’ church (see p.5)
5th - Crossfire community play
St Nicholas’ church (see p.5)

For full details of events please see the links and QR
codes on the various magazine pages, or visit;
The Maltings: wellsmaltings.org.uk
Community Hospital: wellbeingnorfolk.co.uk
Holkham: holkham.co.uk
The Quay
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Church service times

The Quay Directory

Church of England: Revd. Brenda Stewart - 01328 710628
St. Nicholas,
Church Street, Wells
(Sunday & Wednesday
services are streamed &
uploaded to YouTube:
St Nicholas Wells.
Evening prayer is also
held on Zoom)

1st Sunday
2nd, 3rd, 4th Sunday
5th Sunday
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th Sunday
Wednesday
1st & 3rd Thursday
1st & 3rd Thursday

1100
1100
1030
1830
1830
1830
1830
1830
1000
1000
1345

Worship for All with music
Holy Communion with music
Benefice worship
Taizé worship with music
BCP Evening Prayer
Healing service
Celtic worship with music
BCP Evening Prayer
Holy Communion
Quiet prayer
Little Fishes parent & toddler group

St. Withburga,
Holkham
(using Holkham Hall
Chapel in winter)
All Saints, Wighton

1st Sunday
3rd Sunday

0930
0930

Holy Communion with music
BCP Holy Communion with music

2nd & 4th Sunday

0930

Holy Communion with music

All Saints, Warham &
St. Mary’s, Warham

Festivals & special events

See church notice boards for details

Methodist: Revd. Cliff Shanganya - 01328 862174
Theatre Road, Wells Sunday

1100

Morning worship

Evangelical Congregational: Revd. Neil Woodruff - 07469 186208
Clubbs Lane, Wells Sunday

1500

Sunday worship

Roman Catholic: Father Keith Tulloch - 01328 713044
Our Lady Star of the Saturday
Sea, The Buttlands, Thursday
Wells

1800
0930

Holy Mass
Holy Mass

Quakers: David Saunders - 01328 711085 (warden - 01328 711387)
Friends Meeting
House, Church
Street, Wells

Sunday
Thursday

1030
1700

Meeting for worship
Meeting for worship

Free summer events at Wells library
The Summer Reading Challenge (children aged 5–11) is running throughout the summer
holidays, with new activity sheets every week! This year the theme is World Wildlife Heroes
and is running in partnership with the Reading Agency and the World Wildlife Fund. It’s fun
and engaging, and can support your child with their reading during the long summer holiday.
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries-local-history-and-archives/libraries/whats-on/summer-reading-challenge
We are also running a Scavenger Hunt around town until 1st September! Pick
up an entry from form from the library. Find all the characters about the town
and write them on the sheet, bring it back to the library and you could win a
prize!
The Quay
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EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police 			
Ambulance 		
Fire 			
Coastguard / Lifeboat

Fakenham Junior School
Fakenham Academy
Walsingham Primary School
Wells Primary School & Nursery

999
999
999
999

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Age UK Norfolk 		
Chemist - David Jagger Ltd
Citizens Advice (Norfolk)
Duncan Baker MP 		
(constituency office number)
Funeral Directors (Suttons)
Norfolk Family Carers		
Norfolk Debt Advice 		
Registration of births, deaths,
marriages & civil partnerships
Relate - marriage guidance
Tourist Information Centre
Veterinary surgery 		
Wells Maltings booking office
Wells Post Office 		

NON-EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police 			
101
Flood co-ordinators 		
01328 710743
Environment Agency Floodline 0345 9881188
Wells Coastwatch 		
01328 710587
Wells Fire Station
0300 1231669
Wells Lifeboat Station
01328 710230
BANKS & BUILDING SOCIETIES
Barclays Bank, Fakenham
0345 7345345
HSBC, Fakenham 		
0345 7404404
Lloyds, Fakenham 		
0345 6021997
Nat West, Fakenham 		
0345 7888444
BUS & RAIL INFORMATION
Community Car Scheme
Dial A Bus 		
Lynx Bus Company 		
National Rail Enquiries
Sanders Coaches 		

01485 210342
01553 776971
01553 611955
08457 484950
01263 712800

CHURCHES
Church of England rector
Methodist Church 		
Congregational Church
Roman Catholic Church
Quaker Meeting House
Russian Orthodox 		
Churches Together 		

01328 710628
01328 711931
07469 186208
01328 821353
01328 711387
01328 820108
01328 713044

COUNCILS
Wells Town Council 		
Norfolk County Council
North Norfolk District Council

01328 710564
0344 800821
01263 513811

HEALTHCARE
Burnham Market Surgery
NHS Direct 		
N & N Hospital, Norwich
QEII Hospital, King’s Lynn
Red Cross 		
Wells Community Hospital
Wells Health Centre 		

01328 737000
111
01603 286286
01553 613613
0808 1963651
01328 711996
01328 710741

LIBRARIES
Fakenham Library 		
Wells Library 		

01328 862715
01328 710467

SCHOOLS
Alderman Peel High School
Fakenham Infants School

01328 710476
01328 864511

The Quay

01328 862188
01328 851039
01328 820265
01328 710320
0300 5001217
01328 710239
0800 1448848
020 72193000
01692 557140
01328 710301
01603 219924
01603 863582
03244 8008020
01603 625333
01328 710885
01328 711022
01328 839000
01328 710332

LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Carers Matter Norfolk
01328 710501
Elsmith Bowls Club 		
01328 713020
Fakenham Choral Society
01328 700165
Heritage House Care 		
01328 711333
Homes For Wells 		
01328 711703
Keep Fit Group 		
01328 730508
Lifeboat Guild 		
01328 711823
Local Archaeology 		
01328 711449
Local History Group 		
01328 710261
Screen-next-the-Sea 		
01328 710885
Sing For Joy 		
01263 479931
The Royal British Legion
07469 186208
Wells Art Group 		
01328 710208
Wells Bellringers 		
01328 710208
Wells Brownies 		
07748 256714
Wells Carnival 		
01328 710014
Wells Community Theatre
01328 710208
Wells Discussion Group
01328 712158
Wells Football Club 		
01328 710907
Wells Friendship Club
07766 151715
Wells Good Companions
01328 711425
(formerly Wells Pensioners Association)
Wells Harbour Office 		
01328 711646
Wells Maltings Trust 		
01328 711378
Wells Nelson Club 		
01328 711478
Wells Photographic Group
01328 856456
Wells Sailing Club 		
01328 712000
Wells Sea Cadets 		
07889 136430
Wells Town Tennis Club
07784872977
Wells Twinning Association
01328 711033
Wells United Charities
07764 406852
Women’s Institute 		
01603 624580
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A helpful index of our local business advertisers
ACCOMMODATION & EATING OUT
Bang In Wells
Beach Café
Blue Skies Campsite
French’s Fish & Chips
The Bowling Green
The Crown Hotel
The King’s Arms

2
6
7
43
12
44
28

BUSINESS SERVICES
Black Dog Computer Services Ltd
Declan Goode: Computer Services
Hayes + Storr Solicitors
Kathryn Gigg Chartered Accountants
NewPrint & Design
Timez Design
Wise Green Energy

31
30
7
2
14
11
8

DOMESTIC SERVICES
Masbo Cleaning

14

ESTATE AGENTS & LETTINGS
Belton Duffey
Sowerbys
Spalding and Co

35
29
10

FOOD & DRINK SUPPLIES
A & M Frary Shellfish Ltd
The Real Ale Shop
Whin Hill Cider

11
12
28

HEALTH & PERSONAL CARE
Chi Beauty and Therapeutic Treatment
David Jagger Ltd, Chemists
Foot Perfect
Gunthorpe Osteopaths
Heritage House Day Centre
Point’z of Interest Health & Wellbeing
Richards Opticians
The Beauty House
The Soap Shop

10
11
12
30
14
16
11
6
10

HOMES, INTERIORS & FASHION
Art & Design By Camilla
Gallery Plus

The Quay

James Isaacs Stoves
Phillippa Kirby Soft Furnishings
Shoe Stop
Simon Leverett Carpets & Vinyls
The Old Station Pottery & Bookshop
HOME & GARDEN MAINTENANCE
AlarKris: Electrical & Security
Anglian Tree Works
A T Plumbing & Heating Services
Buckie Plumbing & Heating Services
David Thompson: Chimney Sweep
Finch Garden Design
JAB Systems: electrical installations
JMC Garden & Landscape Services
JRP Construction & Carpentry
KSP Decorators
Need A Carpenter?
North Norfolk Pest Control
North Point Property Care
NPM Builders & Property
Maintenance
PSB Consultancy & Design
R West Electrical
Ross Fulford - Brick & Stonework
Skip It - mini skip hire
S T Bespoke Decor
Tom Frary - Painter & Decorator
Tom Norman Gardening Services
Worzels Roofing

6
6

14
8
10
16
6
14
28
31
31
10
30
28
11
35
8
16
30
30
31
28
16
28

TRANSPORT & TRAVEL
Cockle Bay E-Bike Hire
Kenny Greenfield
Scillitoe Bros Garage
Wells Bike Hire

6
16
33
6

OTHER
Coastal Pet Services
Country Dogs: dog grooming
Glaven Veterinary Practice
Holkham Estate
North Norfolk Music Festival
S T Sutton Funeral Directors

16
11
30
12
31
28

Wells Maltings
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