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The Team: Roger Arguile - (acting) editor; Karen Clarke - advertising;
Charlie Bloor - finance; Steve Bingham - design & layout

Other members:  Katie Bloor, Jessica Curtis, Rachel Gilbert, Sarah Peberday, Carla Phillips 

You will read of the proposal, below, by Med-
centres and the District Council - to develop 
the west end allotments for housing and open 
space - with surprise, and possibly with alarm. 
In a small town people wear different hats and 
it is difficult to be impartial but what can be 
said firmly is that this is an unsolicited propos-
al, nothing to do with the Neighbourhood Plan 
Working Party, and that in this case the Town 
Council is in the unique position of being able 
to refuse any application to develop this land. 
Your views therefore matter. Because we meet 
in public at the beginning of a meeting anyone 
can make a point or ask a question.

It has been a strange summer: no longer 
lockdown but with people still fearful about 
the virus. The town has not been as busy 
as some predicted; we had not, at the time 
of writing, been overwhelmed. On the other 
hand the petrol station was out of action for 
a number of days. No explanation was given 
but it appears that there was a fault in one 
of the delivery systems. The Maltings were 
closed for a few days because of self-isolat-
ing; as was at least one retail outlet. Different 
attitudes towards the wearing of masks and 

fear of what visitors might bring have raised 
some concerns. It is hard but necessary to be 
tolerant of different points of view.  

One perennial problem has been the effect of 
many visitors’ unfamiliarity with the dangers of 
the sea: swimmers carried out to sea; people 
marooned on the marshes by the incoming 
tide; the effect of wind on inflatables. The 
editor was involved in an incident near Overy 
where a boy was suddenly carried by the 
current out to sea, to be followed by his father. 
Even in warm seas the effect of panic and cold 
can leave little time left for rescue.

It’s a bit late for warnings this season, though 
a warm September will bring more people to 
the town, but the work of the RNLI always 
needs to be supported by observant folk, 
locals or visitors, who can ring 999 and be put 
through to the Coastguard.

Coastwatch - in their hut overlooking the 
beach - are always on the alert but when there 
are many people on the beach, every pair of 
eyes is valuable. RA

Welcome to The Quay

The next issue is due out on Thursday September 23rd.
Please send copy for the October issue to editorial@quaypublishing.co.uk no later than Sept. 3rd.

Potential advertisers should contact advertising@quaypublishing.co.uk
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Wells Town Council has received an unsolic-
ited proposal from a company called Med-
centres, which in partnership with NNDC and 
Flagship housing, wants to build a sixty-two 
unit extra-care facility and sixty-two affordable 
homes on the Westfield Allotment site. 

Extra-care facilities are similar to sheltered 
housing but with a higher level of care on hand 
to enable elderly people to live independently.

The proposal would see all the existing 
allotments gardens moved from their current 
position adjacent Mill Road to the south east-
ern corner of the site adjacent, Two Furlong 
Hill. The extra care facility would be built at the 
extreme western end of the site and the af-
fordable homes would be built on the existing 
allotment gardens. The remaining paddocks 
in the north east corner would become open 
public space. Some of the affordable homes 
would be transferred to Homes for Wells and 
the others managed by Flagship Homes. The 
extra care units would be flats, some would be 
at affordable rent and others for sale to those 
that qualify.

The proposal is not connected to any of the 
work being done by the Wells Town Coun-

cil Neighbourhood Plan Working Party. The 
scheme has primarily been sponsored by 
North Norfolk District Council as part of their 
long-term housing strategy for North Norfolk.

The allotment site belongs to Wells Town 
Council and the decision whether or not to 
consider the offer further would be for the 
Council to make. As a representative body, 
the Council will seek the opinions of Wells 
residents before reaching any final decision 
and any decision would have to be made with 
legal advice and in consultation with Holkham,  
who hold a covenant over the land.

At the next Town Council meeting on Monday 
6th September 2021 the council will consider 
how best to manage the consultation and 
decision process. 

If you wish to comment or make the Council-
lors aware of your concerns, please contact 
Greg Hewitt the Town Clerk, Wells Town Coun-
cil, Wells Community Hospital, 
Mill Road, Wells-next-the-Sea, 
NR23 1RF 

clerk@wellstowncouncil.org.uk
tel 01328 710564

The September Town Council Meeting
From the Town Clerk

Wells Flood Action Plan
By Mike & Marie Strong, joint flood warden co-ordinators
Taking a walk the other day we came across 
a property whose owners had gone to the 
expense of installing a flood barrier across the 
front door. We noted the grooved uprights into 
which the boards which form the barrier are 
slotted.  We then noticed that the neoprene 
within the grooves, essential to form a seal, 
was hanging out and had deteriorated so bad-
ly as to compromise the integrity of the barrier. 
Sorry to nag but now is a good time to check 
this type of barrier to see if the neoprene is 
still flexible and able to form the essential seal.  
Also check the floor level grooves and remove 
small stones and debris which can prevent 
the seals functioning. Also check any other 
defences you have put in place – and think if 
other defences would be advisable.

The Environment Agency has just confirmed 

plans to carry out a test event involving the 
sliding flood barrier on October 7th. The test 
is likely to be between 0500 hrs and 10.00 
hrs and we are assured it is unlikely to cause 
disturbance to the town. A full plan is still 
being ‘worked up’ so it is too early to provide 
full data but a detailed report will be available 
for a later edition of The Quay. We are pleased 
that there continues to be an EA officer with 
an interest in keeping Wells defences up-to-
date.

Finally our thanks go to an anonymous resi-
dent of Wells for allowing us, without charge, 
garage space over a number of years to house 
the trailer which contains the team’s emer-
gency lighting gear. Any offers of safe garage 
accommodation for the future would be most 
appreciated. Call us on 01328 710 743.
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Call us today 01328 710210 
www.hayesandstorr.co.uk

Your legal matters
in safe hands 
for generations
Hayes + Storr Solicitors handle a whole 
range of family, property and business 
legal matters with care and professionalism.

Fakenham | Holt | King’s Lynn | Sheringham | Swaffham | Wells by appointment

Stiffkey Road, Wells next the Sea, Norfolk NR23 1QB 
info@blueskiescampsite.co.uk • 07557 021660

Small, friendly, family campsite • Tents, touring caravans and motor homes 
Dogs and children welcome

All local hotels and B&Bs have 5 stars,  
Blue Skies Campsite has 8 million!
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News from the Anglican Churches
By Revd. Brenda Stewart, Rector

Whilst life is still weird it has been great to see 
friends who are regular visitors at our church-
es and welcome new visitors, and what a busy 
summer it has been!

St Nicholas started August in rousing fashion. 
Our thanks to all the musicians who took part 
in the music marathon in aid of the organ 
restoration fund. We can’t do any work on the 
organ until the structural work on the build-
ing is done but we need the funding in place 
so that then we can get on with the job. The 
organ hasn’t had any serious work done on it 
since it was installed in 1888.

Talking of the structural work, we will hear this 
month whether we are going to receive stage 
two funding from the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund. Our thanks to all who have donated and 
done fund-raising so far. And don’t forget that 
you can support us by attending our commu-

nity play ‘Crossfire’ on September 2nd-5th. 

All of the box office goes to the Restoration 
Fund. We also have Wighton’s harvest festival 
on Bank Holiday Sunday, August 29th. The 
service is at 11.00am, or you can join us for 
the harvest lunch at noon.

We are gearing up for a clutch of weddings in 
September so there have been lots of banns 
readings in August and we wish all the couples 
(mostly on their third proposed dates) well as 
they prepare for their special day.

On a sadder note we have had the funerals of 
Claire Potter, Delaine Hackett and Harold Ed-
wards since I last wrote, all from Wells. Please 
keep their families in your prayers. As we 
move into the autumn let us hope that we can 
continue to resume those community activities 
that are so important for us all.  

Methodist church news
By Sue Scoles

We continue to have our service at 11 o’clock 
on Sunday morning and all are welcome to 
attend.

Please join us to celebrate the Harvest Festival 
on Sunday 26th September. Contributions can 
be brought to the church beforehand and on 
the day itself. Fresh produce is distributed lo-

cally immediately after the service. Everything 
else is given to the local food bank.

It is hoped that the Wednesday morning 
Prayer and Praise will be able to recommence 
in September. Details will be published on the 
notice board outside the church.

HOT WATER    HEATING    ELECTRICITY

ENERGY THAT WON'T
C O S T  T H E  E A R T H

Contact us for a free, no obligation consultation to
find out how you can benefit from renewable energy

01603 574185
www.wisegreenenergy.co.uk
info@wisegreenenergy.co.uk

Renewable energy solutions for
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As we inch our way into a new season, Wells 
will begin to wind down after an incredible 
summer. There’s no rest for the Maltings 
though, as we plan for the future and bring 
you another programme packed with live 
events, great films and local artists. We will 
soon be bringing you food in the evenings and 
some very exciting events with themed food & 
drink packages available as part of the experi-
ence. Details will be confirmed on our website 
– keep an eye out for more information!

Coming to our Handa Gallery from 16 – 26 
September, “Four Winds: Four Artists”. A fam-
ily home in Burnham Overy Staithe for ninety 
years, four artists lived there - David Head, 
his parents Ann and Adrian and godmother 
Audrey Earle. This exhibition explores aspects 
of their lives and artwork, shaped by living 
where land and water meet sky. 

This August bank holiday weekend, we have 
some fantastic entertainment on offer. On 
Friday 27 August, the excellent Sheringham 
Shantymen will take us to the high seas with 
their traditional sea shanties. Singer songwrit-
er Katey Brooks joins us on Sat 28 with her 
unique blend of folk, soul, blues and country. 
On Sun 29, sit the kids down after a day at 
the beach for some prehistoric fun with The 
Croods: A New Age (PG). Mon 30 & Tue 31 
bring us Off The Rails (15), a feel-good adven-
ture following four friends in their 50s as they 
inter-rail through Europe. 

Community Tuesday kicked off in August with 
Short and Sweet, the short story group carried 
over from our Zoom programme. This month 
we have another Zoom favourite coming to 

our bar, the Funk-Pop-a-Roll Music Quiz on 
Tue 7 Sep – a dastardly music trivia quiz with 
Simon Daykin as quizmaster. Book now online 
or through our Box Office, for teams of up to 
4 people.

We are proud to be supporting Crossfire in 
early September (see p.19) Buy your tickets 
from our website or Box Office for 2 – 5 Sep. 
Thu 2 Sep also brings Follies, an NT Live 
screening of the legendary Sondheim musical. 

Then on Sat 18 we’ll be treated to a perfor-
mance by Suffolk based theatre company 
Keeper’s Daughter. Based on HG Wells’ iconic 
sci-fi novel, The Time Machine features pup-
petry, physical theatre, electronic sound, neon 
lights and loads of cool smoke and lasers. It’s 
a brilliantly quirky, heartfelt and dynamic show 
suitable for families to enjoy together.

Films in September include Summer of Soul 
(12A) on Fri 3 charting the legendary 1969 
Harlem Cultural Festival. We also have After 
Love (12A) presented by Screen Next The Sea 
on 11 Sep, a poignant drama starring Joanna 
Scanlan as Mary Hussain, who suddenly finds 
herself widowed. A day after her husband’s 
burial, she discovers he has a secret. Limbo 
(15) screens on Fri 17 Sep, following a young 
musician seeking asylum in Scotland, and 
First Cow from Screen Next The Sea is on 
Mon 27 Sep. 

We continue our series of talks with Harvest-
ers on Wed 8 exploring the history of fishing in 
Wells with Ashleigh Mullinger, and Herbs With 
an ‘H’ from local food writer, Carla Phillips, on 
Thu 16 Sep.

Once again we’d like to thank our audiences 
and customers for their ongoing support. We 
couldn’t do it without you! 

All these events are now available to browse 
and book online www.wellsmaltings.org.uk, or 
drop by and pick up a paper programme. Our 
bistro, visitor information centre 
and box office are open daily. 
You can always call us for infor-
mation or book over the phone 
on 01328 710885.

The Maltings - September shanties, stories & song
By Becca Lynn, marketing & development manager

North Point Property Care  
 

Property & Garden maintenance  

PAT Testing & much more.  

Contact 
Daniel Money 07570234891  

info@northpointpropertycare.co.uk 
www.northpointpropertycare.co.uk 
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One of the weather phenomena that we are likely to encounter at this time of year is thunder-
storms. On Friday 9th of July, the Met Office forecast for Wells showed storms on and off all day. 
We had a few drops – but not enough to register in the rain gauge. However, in Norwich, which is 
not far away meteorologically, they had heavy downpours which resulted in the Fire and Rescue 
service attending sixteen incidents. These included the Castle Mall shopping centre and parts of 
the inner ring road.  During the last week of the month similar incidents lead to fire engines being 
deployed to pump out premises in Thetford and Gorleston. Again, the rain in Wells was minimal 
and the thunder consisted of no more than the odd distant rumble. Overall, it was a month of 
showers, most of which Wells managed to dodge. Total recorded rainfall was only about two-
thirds of the long-term average.

The rest of the weather was normal for this time of year. One week of glorious sunshine and the 

Wells Weather Watch
July 2021. By Keith Leesmith

Max. Temperature  29.4C  Sat 17th 
Min. Temperature  12.3C  Thu 29th
Rainfall Total  34mm  for July
Wettest Amount  9.8mm  Tue 6th
Min. Pressure  999.1mb  Tue 6th
Max. Pressure  1027.1mb Sat 17th
Max. Wind Speed  21mph  Wed 14th

Average atmospheric pressure in 
UK is 1013.25mb 

My average rainfall for July is 
58mm

Average rainfall for July at Wey-
bourne (Met Office) is 53.6mm

Average rainfall for July at Mar-
ham (Met Office) is 52.1mm

rest of the time mixed, with lighter winds and odd showers. 
The people on holiday during the good week will possibly 
want to return. Those here for the rest of the month are 
likely to return to Benidorm whenever they can. 

The holidays may be almost over but it looks 
as if it will be a long season this year!

Up to once a week in summer, someone 
standing by the quay will ask “Where’s the wa-
ter gone? It was here a couple of hours ago/
this time yesterday.”

Someone even asked, looking at the fishing 
boats sitting on the sand, how they got out to 
sea.The answer given by a fisherman was too 
bizarre for words but was something about 
carrying the boat out on their shoulders!
 
For those who don’t know, it’s the moon that 
does it; it really is. Its movements attract the 
sea as it rises and sets. And as the waxing 
and waning of the moon operates on a 28 day 
cycle so the tides come in and out twice a day, 
with the bigger tides when the moon is full and 
when it is new. That’s because at those points 
in its cycle, the sun is in line with the moon 
and the joint effect is to pull the water more 
strongly. Thus when it’s a half moon, the tides 
are smaller as the sun and moon are pulling in 

different directions.

Big tides are in the early morning and late 
evening - which is annoying for lazy leisure 
sailors who want to go out after lunch only to 
find that because the tides are small, there is 
only enough water in the harbour for a couple 
of hours before and after high tide!

Even so, if you go walking on the marshes at 
low tide, be sure to note high tide – tide tables 
are at the chandlers’ and outside the harbour 
office – and be this side of the channel three 
and a half hours before it. 

For visitors and newcomers

The

Real Ale .
Finest selection of Norfolk bottle conditioned 
Real Ales and our very own Malt Coast Craft 

Craft Beer

Branthill Farm 
Wells-next-the-Sea  
Norfolk NR23 1SB

www.therealaleshop.co.uk
info@therealaleshop.co.uk 

01328710810

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Beer freshly brewed here on the farm.
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Clubs and Societies
Wells Sailing Club
We’ve enjoyed a full programme of racing in 
recent weeks, racing for trophies which are 
won over a series of races. The start team has 
run several short races on each tide   allowing 
competitors  plenty of opportunities to score a 
win. North West Norfolk week visited Wells on 
Monday July 26th early in the morning, a day 
with little breeze. We were relieved to get them 
around a short course successfully. August 
has plenty of racing on offer including a day 
aimed at encouraging the younger or less 
experienced club members.

And it’s our annual regatta over Bank Holiday 
weekend inviting allcomers to come and race.
The Clubhouse has been busy with events 
over the summer, it’s good to be back!
Nikki Crossman

Good Companions 
As mentioned in the August Quay, we have 
given some thought to re-opening in Septem-
ber but as there is still speculation on whether 
there will be a second wave of the Covid virus, 
it doesn’t seem advisable at this point to re-
start the Club then, bearing in mind that most 
of our members are in the vulnerable group.  
We feel that the most sensible action at the 
moment is to monitor the situation and see if 
it is feasible and safe to restart in October. It 
seems like such a long time that we have been 
unable to get together and it is still hard for 
people to consider meeting others in closed 
environments.

Because all our meetings had to be cancelled, 
there are no speakers or activities booked for 
the rest of 2021 at the moment.  When we can 
all get together again instead of a speaker we 
will organise a cream tea and catch up with all 
our old friends and maybe some new friends 
too.  Until then, please continue to stay safe 
and well.

If anyone is interested in joining us when we 
are finally able to reform and would like to 
come along to the Sackhouse once a month 
and enjoy talks, an outing, a party in Novem-
ber, good company once a month, and all for a 
very small membership fee, please feel free to 
ring Lynne on 711425 or Pat on 710193. You 
don’t have to be a pensioner, just an adult, 
which is more than our Secretary is most of 

the time!

Women’s Institute
By the time members read this, with any luck 
we shall have held a couple of low-key meet-
ings of some sort. The committee is planning 
away like mad but, of course, Covid is still 
with us and we are being cautious.

Members have kept in touch with each other 
by telephone and email and we have all kept 
well and cheerful – helped by conversations 
in person over garden gates, walls and when 
out for the recommended daily walk. It is 
amazing how a friendly greeting from six feet 
(2 metres) can cheer a dreary day. Let’s hope 
that all goes well and our next report has more 
definite news of WI activities.

If you would like to find out more about Wells 
WI ring Carol Green on 01328 712078

Wells Local History Group
The quarterly Newsletter is now out. As usual 
it contains little pieces of Wells history written 
up by members. The Group is not just in the 
business of gathering other people’s flowers. 
There has been a slight change in the commit-
tee membership. Bob Brownjohn has decided 
to give up and Peter Jeffereys has joined up. 

We decided to continue with Zoom meetings 
for the rest of the year, beginning in October. 
This has the advantage that those who don’t 
live locally are able to attend remotely. The 
programme has not been fixed yet but we 
hope to include talks on Blickling Hall, Boud-
icca, Binham Priory and some more pictures 
of Wells in time past. The archive room will be 
available as soon as it seems safe. 

North Norfolk Judo Club 
We are a newly-formed club in the town open-
ing our doors for new members on Septem-
ber 16th at Alderman Peel High School and 
offering classes for ages 5-15 years.

Our regular Coach Matt Lish is a retired 
Paramedic, 2nd Dan, and former Chairman 
of St Albans Judo Club. Visiting Coaches are 
Thomas Lish 3rd Dan, Commonwealth Youth 
Champion, British Championships u21 Silver 
Medallist and GB Squad member, and his 
brother Paddy Lish, 2nd Dan, British Schools 
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Champions and Dutch International Champi-
on.

Our ambition is to take a competition squad to 
the British Judo Council Nationals within two 
years of opening our doors! Judo is an excel-
lent activity for young kids because it builds 
healthy and strong muscles early on, improves 
their cardio, and lowers their cholesterol.  It is 
also a sport that builds discipline, focus and 
resilience.

North Norfolk Judo is a community (not for 
profit) club, and we are also looking for local 
sponsorship towards mats and to make com-
petition and participation accessible for all – if 
local businesses are interested in supporting 
us then please do get in touch! So, what are 
you waiting for?  Come along and give it a 
throw! Claire Lish northnorfolkjudo@gmail.com 

Mens Shed 
It’s been good to get back down to the ‘Shed’. 
Catching up with the guys over a brew and 
enjoying the lovely weather. We said last 
month that we would easing ourselves back 
into it after the lockdowns, so our focus has 
been on tidying up the site, fulfilling commu-
nity requests for projects and renovating our 
Sea Container for the metalwork shop.

Our hosts, the Wells and Walsingham Light 
Railway asked if we could help with some 
roofing repairs to one of their Victorian railway 
carriages. The old roof had done well after 100 
years but needed replacing. Fortunately, the 
Railway had ‘spare parts’ so we could rebuild 
part of the roof with like-for-like reclaimed 
profiles. A few finishing touches and job was 
done. Now re-felted the carriage should pro-
vide a reception area and shelter for waiting 
passengers. There are pictures of our endeav-
ours on our website.

We have also been fulfilling customer orders 
having built two mud kitchens for the little 
people, various planters and garden trugs too. 
The focus has now switched as we help build 
the set for the upcoming ‘Crossfire’ event at 
St Nicholas’ Church. As deadlines approach 
it’s been all hands on the deck, or should we 
say on stage! We have been putting our range 
of cordless tools to good use and they have 
made an impact on both our productivity and 
quality of work too.

Last month we mentioned that an ordered bat 
box, made prior to lockdown, had not been 
collected. Well, it’s still not been claimed. So 
please get in touch if you ordered it. Simply, 
we’ve lost the contact details.

We are still keen to build our membership so if 
you think you’d like to come along and see for 
yourselves you’d be welcome. We are open 
on Wednesdays 10am to 4pm and the kettle is 
always on, in the meantime, if you would like 
more information please visit us at http:www.
wellsnexttheseamensshed.weebly.com , or 
email us at mensshedwells@gmail.com

Wells Town Tennis Club
Our junior coaching programme has been a 
great success with over twenty youngsters 
playing regularly. Such a success that some 
of the adults felt a bit left out and wanted to 
join in.

So by popular request we are running a group 
for adult beginners and returners to tennis on 
Fridays from 10 until 11 starting on September 
10th. It will be a social hour of coaching and 
fun led by our super empathetic and confi-
dence boosting coach Becky. The aim is for 
everyone to enjoy tennis and be confident 
enough to play with friends and other club 
members. The group is open to non-members 
and the cost will be £4 per session.

Contact Becky for more information, her num-
ber is on our website where you will also find 
information on courses and events. It is a long 
web address so it is easiest just to type ‘Wells 
Town Tennis Club’ into your browser.

If you are thinking of joining us why not come 
along to a club social session? Contact one 
of our friendly committee members for more 
information.
Paula Baldry 
Tel:07784 872977

Wells in Bloom
I would like to thank all those who were able 
to help empty and then plant out all the pots, 
tubs and boats around the town. Despite the 
weather we had several dry days when we 
were able to achieve this. Now with all the rain 
and hopefully some sunshine they should start 
to brighten up the town.

We have been very lucky to get all our plants 

“Crossfire”
Wells Community play

An imaginative portrayal of the issues and conflicts endured by the Townsfolk of Wells through 9 
centuries, dramatised through words, music & song.

September  2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th 2021
Entrance to the grounds will be via the Pump Gate— clearly signed.

Bar opens at 6.30 pm and will be found in the main marquee!
There will be some seating provided & two portable loos on site

The play starts outside at 7.00  pm with ‘The Gathering ‘.
 (alternative arrangements are in place in case of poor weather)

The bar will remain open after the performance and there will be a barbecue sponsored by
Arthur Howell (with vegetarian alternative)

Plus live traditional music played by the Chanter’s Jigge

Wheelchairs welcome – check with box 
office
Bar will close at 10.30 pm

Tickets  £5. 00 - available from
Wells Maltings Box Office : 01328710885/

Online: WellsMaltings.org.uk  
Any unsold tickets will be 
made available on the gate. 
6.30 pm 

This is a St. Nicholas’ 
Church project in aid of the 
Restoration Appeal.Some cast members in rehearsal

from Ian Jagger who has helped and advised 
us on plants and the best ones to use in var-
ious situations, and to thank him for his sup-
port. It is good to buy locally when possible. 

We continue to tend to the turning circle where 
we have removed and replanted lavender 
bushes along one side of the footpath and 
hope to do the same to the other side in due 
course.

If you are interested in joining our little group 
you can contact me at moirawright5@gmail.
com or phone 01328 712158. 

Wells Textile and Embroidery Group 
The good news is that the group will be hold-

ing its first gathering on Monday, 6th Septem-
ber at the WI hall. This is behind the youth 
hostel, opposite the church in Wells. 

We will be starting with a few changes. One 
is to welcome in two new treasurers, Eileen & 
Doreen who have kindly offered their servic-
es to the group. As well as this Eileen has 
offered her phone number as a first contact, 
07425607951 if you would like any information 
about us or just come along you would be 
warmly welcome.

Mon 6th Sept 1.30-4pm is a time and date 
to put in your diary if you are interested in 
sewing, knitting, crochet and many other hand 
crafts.
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‘After fifteen  years of Marks and Spencer 
management I went into the charity sector, 
inspired by a learning disability and autism 
charity I went on to be a trustee of an organi-
sation called Workplace of Leicester. I did ten 
years at the Children’s Society running the 
fundraising followed by Fundraising Director 
roles at organisations such as the National Au-
tistic Society and Leonard Cheshire, where the 
name produced many a raised eye, but never 
the question. I was mainly London-based but 
whilst Head of Strategy at the British Red 
Cross was often commuting to Geneva. ‘

Q: When did you arrive at Heritage House? 

‘I arrived at Heritage House in September 
2018.’ 

Q: What is HH all about?

‘Heritage House is about wellbeing. We often 
dismiss day care as a Cinderella service, 
something nice to do and somewhat old 
fashioned but actually it is at the forefront of 
delivering a much-needed wellbeing service. 
We help to maintain people’s ability to stay in 
their own homes despite reduced either physi-
cal or mental capacity. 

We provide therapeutic activity that is de-
signed to extend cognitive capacity and phys-
ical dexterity for as long as possible, ensure 
that sufficient liquid is consumed throughout 
the day, something that is key to fighting the 
demise through dementia.’ 

And of course there is the support for carers, 
whose s 24-7 support for loved ones is often 
given 100% of the carer’s time, energy and at 
the detriment to themselves. We are here to 
share that load, give time to regenerate bat-
teries, deal with the inevitable demands upon 
daily life and support them in making staying 
at home sustainable.’

Q: What are the best bits?

‘Making friends with people who are often for-
gotten in the fast paced world of today, listen-
ing to their life stories and seeing the smile on 
their faces when they can go home and share 
the experience of heir day with family.’ 

Q: What are the plans for the future?

‘We have a wonderful outside space that we 
can turn into a garden full of vibrant colour 
and scent that inspires memories and stories 
for people to explore and share.

‘We are looking at how we extend our work 
into the community more. Our experience of 
Covid has taken us into people homes via 
our meals to your door service, and we are 
acutely aware of the need for good support in 
the home to perform basic domestic tasks and 
are looking at his area alongside the County 
Council.

We are also increasingly aware of the effects 
of dementia on our community and are hoping 
to provide a specialist day for people with 
dementia.’ 

Q: What help do you need?

‘We are a voluntary organisation which des-
perately need more volunteers if we are to 
achieve all that we want to.

We need more minibus drivers and crew, as 
well as gardeners to take on the task of mak-
ing our outside room as good as the inside 
ones, and we need people who love  to sit and 
listen, play dominoes or bowls or help to read 
with some of the most interesting people you 
could ever meet.’

Q: Who do we call?

Call us here on 01328 71133 

Heritage House - some questions & answers
Addie Glanville askes manager Steve Cheshire about himself & his work

County Council news
By Michael Dalby

Since the May elections I have been busy 
visiting many locals across the constituency to 
get to know the needs of everyone. 

I have now been appointed to two committees 
(People’s Select and Communities Committee 
+ Audit Committee) and some external bodies, 
in which I will use my voice to stand up to 
what really matters to you.

I would like to say a massive thank you to 
Marie Strong for twelve years of service as 
the County Councillor for Wells and I hope to 
follow in her footsteps in representing all my 
constituents over the many years to come. 

Businesses in Norfolk and Suffolk are being 
encouraged to take advantage of a new capi-
tal grant opportunity of up to £30,000. DRIVE, 
the Delivering Rural Investment for Vital 
Employment programme, wants to hear from 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to 
grow the region’s rural economy. 

Launched in February 2021, the new £3m 
scheme is funded by The European Regional 
Development Fund. The programme supports 
local businesses to invest in new projects that 
benefit their growth and create new employ-
ment. Applications can be made for up to 40% 
of total project costs, with a minimum grant of 
£5,000 and a maximum of £30,000. 

Before an application is made, a business will 
benefit from up to 12 hours of mentoring from 
a DRIVE business mentor, who will provide 
support to create a project plan and a full 
business plan. Hence, the business will have 
the best chance of preparing a successful 

grant application.

Cllr Graham Plant, Norfolk County Council’s 
deputy leader and cabinet member for eco-
nomic development, said: 

“I’m delighted that the first projects to be 
awarded funding are already seeing improve-
ments to their businesses. Norfolk and Suffolk 
are perfect locations for these projects to 
thrive and we wish them every success using 
their new funding.”

“We hope to see many more small and medi-
um-sized businesses come forward to talk to 
Norfolk County Council’s DRIVE team about 
mentoring and support.” 

In August Cabinet will have discussed a recent 
report which says that Norfolk requires 2,842 
independent living units by 2028, with 486 in 
North Norfolk. A scheme proposed for Stal-
ham is for 30 two-bed flats and 32 one-bed 
flats on a two-acre site. All homes are to be 
affordable and accessible. Tenants, as they 
are in their own homes, will retain the right to 
purchase care from whoever they wish. 

The Cabinet meeting was at 10am on Monday, 
2nd August. You can read the agenda papers 
and view the meeting at;

https://norfolkcc.cmis.uk.com/norfolkcc/
CalendarofMeetings/tabid/128/
ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/496/
Meeting/1793/Committee/169/
SelectedTab/Documents/Default.
aspx

Some words from the past

“Don’t just listen to the word; put it into practice. Whoever listens to the word but doesn’t do it 
is like someone who looks in a mirror and sees himself as he is. He takes a good look at himself 

but at once forgets what he looked like.”  James 2

Defibrillator locations in the N23 area

     These potentially life-saving devices can be found at:

     Co-Operative, Polka Road, NR23 1JG
     Harbour Office, Beach Road, NR23 1AT
     Plattens Fish & Chip Shop, The Quay, NR23 1AH
     Police Station, Polka Road, NR23 1ED
     Recycling Centre, Warham Road, NR23 1NE
     Sailing Club, East End, NR23 1LE

If you are aware of any other 
locations in the NR23 area 
where there is a defibrillator, or 
if you find any inaccuracies in 
this list, please let us know.



The Quay                                                  22                                                  September 2021 The Quay                                                  23                                                  September 2021

Call Outs during July 
Sunday 4 July
Hunstanton and Wells lifeboats went to assist 
the rescue of a 22-foot yacht taking on water 
whilst on passage from Boston to Wells-
next-the-Sea. The lifeboat crew managed to 
plug the leak and pump the yacht dry before 
taking the casualty in tow to Wells Fairway. 
Wells inshore lifeboat launched on the last of 
the ebbing tide and rendezvoused with the 
Hunstanton lifeboat and casualty vessel. With 
the yacht safely at anchor in Holkham Bay and 
the crew well, the lifeboats left the scene and 
proceeded back to their home stations. The 
inshore lifeboat launched on the first of the 
tide later that morning. They arrived on scene 
and a tow was rigged before commencing the 
passage back to the Wells town pontoons, 
where the yacht was safely moored.

Friday 9 July 
Wells all-weather lifeboat was paged to ren-
dezvous with a fishing vessel out at sea. The 
boat had two fishermen onboard rescued from 
another fishing vessel after feeling unwell and 
requesting immediate assistance. The fishing 
vessel took the boat undertow and began to 
head back towards Wells. The lifeboat crew 
transferred the two fishermen aboard and 
assessed their condition. Whilst not serious, 
they were suffering from breathing difficulties 
and required further attention. The lifeboat 
proceeded to the outer harbour pontoons 
where the two fishermen were transferred to 
the boathouse to be assessed by the para-
medics. It was agreed that the two fishermen 
should be taken to the local hospital to ensure 
they did not have any lasting effects. 

Monday 19 July 
Wells inshore lifeboat launched to assist a man 
who had been reported clinging to the last 
buoy in the channel at Burnham Overy as the 
tide ebbed. In the meantime, the first inform-
ant decided to go to the assistance of the 
man, but soon realised they too were in dan-
ger. Fortunately, they managed to make it to 
a spit of sand. Another member of the public 
entered the water to assist, but realised it was 
futile and returned to the safety of the shore. 
The lifeboat quickly located the man clinging 

to the buoy and the other person in the water 
up to their waist. Both were rescued, trans-
ferred to the shore and safely into the care of 
the local Coastguard team. The swimmer was 
safe but exhausted in this life saving rescue.

Thursday 22 July
Wells all-weather lifeboat launched to assist 
a 30ft motor cruiser which had broken down 
one mile to the north of Brancaster harbour 
entrance. A tow was rigged, and the lifeboat 
towed the vessel with crew of three back to 
the pontoons in Wells outer harbour. All were 
safe and uninjured.

Monday 26 July 
Wells inshore lifeboat launched to the assis-
tance of three people reported as being swept 
out to sea in the approaches to Burnham 
Overy Harbour as the tide was going out. 
In the meantime, two locals on their sailing 
boat had spotted the swimmers waving for 
help and managed to get them out of the 
water. The lifeboat arrived on scene and went 
alongside the sailing boat’s tender to pick up 
the two rescued people, a father and son. 
Having established they were safe and well, 
the lifeboat headed to the shore at Gun Hill 
where other family members were located. It 
was learnt that the third person had already 
made it safely to the shore. The lifeboat crew 
remained with the family group until the local 
Coastguard team arrived on scene.

Boathouse Build
Reside Construction are making great pro-
gress on the new lifeboat house build. The 
erection of the glulam frame is complete, and 
the roof is now underway. 

10,000 Memories for the New Shannon 
lifeboat 
The launch of 10,000 memories is going 
extremely well; however, there is still time if 
you would like to see the name of a loved one 
written in the letters and numbers on the side 
of the lifeboat. Visit RNLI.org/WellsLaunch or 
alternatively call the LAM Team on 0300 300 
0061(UK) and make your dedication over the 
phone.

Wells Lifeboat Station news Safety Messages
We have had two rescues this month which 
has involved swimmers being swept out to 
sea on the ebbing tide. The tide goes out very 
quickly from approximately 2-5 hours after 
high tide and the water in the channels off the 
beach will flow faster than you can reason-
ably swim during this period. It is not safe 
to swim in the channel as the tide is going 
out, even the strongest of swimmers can find 
themselves in danger. If you see someone in 
difficulty, we urge you not to enter the water to 
attempt to rescue them, instead should shout 
for a lifeguard if there is one nearby or call 999 
and ask for the Coastguard.

The Wells Lifeboat Guild
If you are interested in helping us plan our 

fundraising activities, please con-
tact Sandra King on 01328 711823 
or just pop along to one of ou 
meetings on the second Monday 
of every month at the Methodist 
Church.

General Information
For more information about RNLI Wells 
Lifeboat Station, events, or being a member 
of our team, please contact 01328 710230 or 
see www.wellslifeboat.org or facebook.com/
wellsrnli

If you would like to donate, please visit our 
‘JustGiving’ page: justgiving.com/fundraising/
rnli-wells

This is a terribly easy way to quickly make this popular treat for hot weather. A variation 
made with the caramel condensed milk which is widely available, it has a nice texture and 
taste but takes little time to prepare.

Ingredients: 1 tin of caramel condensed milk; 300ml double cream; 1 tablespoon vanilla 
essence; ½ teaspoon salt.

Method: Combine the condensed milk and the cream in a bowl and whip it until there 
are reasonable peaks. Now add the salt and vanilla, beating well. Pour it into one or two 
containers and freeze it, for at least 6-7 hours (or overnight).

This may not have the fine texture and refined richness of a classically made ice cream, 
but it will do pretty well!

Cooking with Carla Phillips
Salted caramel ice cream 

Local people play a vital role in saving lives at sea 
and keeping our beaches safe
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Homes for Wells
By David Fennell, chairman

Our Annual General Meeting, held in Septem-
ber, will be open to shareholders to attend as 
usual this year. If you would like to attend, or if 
you’d like to become a shareholder, please call 
our office for full details and for the date, time 
and location. We are a Community-Led Hous-
ing Organisation and welcome supporters in 
Wells to join us as shareholders. All we ask is 
a non-refundable £1!  It is essential to us to 
have the backing of the community in what we 
do and we welcome constructive feedback on 
our progress and plans.

Annual report and accounts
I won’t steal our Treasurer’s moment of glory, 
but our accounts have been audited and will 
show tremendous progress, thanks to the gen-
erosity of our many donors, and the grants we 
have been awarded. Our funds are invested 
as fast as possible into new or refurbished af-
fordable homes.  We have achieved continuing 
growth in our portfolio, by acquisitions from 
Flagship of flats in Northfield Waye. These are 
very solidly constructed dwellings and have 
decent gardens. In fact, they are exactly what 
is needed for post-lockdown quality of life. 
I wouldn’t be surprised if they are still solid, 
many years from now, and holding their value 
well. It is also pleasing to say that we have 
navigated the lockdowns well and have greatly 
helped our tenants to avoid arrears.

Strategy
The Trustees of Homes for Wells are only too 
aware of the fact that the need for affordable 
homes is growing faster than our ability to 
provide them - strive as we may. Three of our 
newest dwellings recently had to be allocated 
to local applicants who were being evicted 
from their privately rented homes in Wells in 
order to make way for holiday lets. We know, 
from recent surveys, that the overwhelming 
majority of the local population think the 
level of growth in holiday letting is wrong and 
shouldn’t be permitted.

At the same time, there is a controversy over 
whether and where new affordable housing 
could be built. There is one location where we 
might be able to locate some new building. 
We are acutely aware of the rights of allotment 
holders; of neighbours who enjoy beautiful 
views; and of the need for any new homes to 

be as inconspicuous as possible. So we are 
struggling to find a way to achieve a compro-
mise, to offer to the whole community for their 
support. 

What seemed a great shame to us was to 
discover that plans were being prepared by a 
developer from Hampshire, with a track record 
of building three storey blocks in inland loca-
tions, to build in Wells, with the endorsement 
of NNDC (see page 4). These buildings are 
for ‘supported living’, which is in short supply 
throughout Norfolk. We have met this devel-
oper and explained that, in order to be staffed, 
such a development would require about 
sixty affordable homes, which would be at the 
expense of the number of dwellings available 
for our own local families and key workers. 
Working through this situation will require tact 
and patience and open-mindedness and it is 
going to be one of the biggest challenges to 
Homes for Wells for some years. 

Composition of our Board
We do our best to achieve a balance in our 
Board of Trustees, between people with 
significant career success and younger local 
members, who we welcome into a role with 
development opportunities.  Desirable apti-
tudes include an open mind and a sense of 
being a team player, contributing good sense 
but willing to row in the same direction and 
pace as the rest of the crew!
Elections of new Trustees take place at our 
AGM and shareholders who attend are entitled 
to vote.

Shareholders’ questions 
This year, perhaps more than ever, sharehold-
ers will want to hear at first hand from our 
Trustees about our strategic planning for the 
future of Homes for Wells. We hope you can 
attend and put questions to us.
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Consultation Days; October 1st and 2nd
Wells Congregational Hall

Next month gives Wells people to share their 
ideas as to the future of the town for the next 
fifteen to twenty years.  The drop-in consul-
tation will be on Friday and Saturday October 
1st and 2nd all day each day.  Wells people’s 
ideas on Housing, Employment, Services and 
Infrastructure, Tourism and the Environment, 
Climate change and Sustainability are what we 
want to hear. So please come, look, ask and 
give us your views. 

Housing is the big issue, and the most 
contentious one. People’s views on proposed 
allocations will be very important. not only 
where but what kind of housing and for whom. 
There is loads of evidence of local need; what 
people would prefer will be important. When it 
comes to housing for sale, there is the ques-
tion as to whether it should be restricted to it 
being the principle residence of the owners. 
The question raised about infill housing is its 
suitability in relation to the houses nearby. Af-
fordable housing for local people is bound to 
be a matter on which people will want to com-
ment. Finally, the council constantly receives 
requests for permission to extend houses, say 
from two bedrooms to three or adding a storey 
to a single floor room. People may have views 
on this. 

Jobs are another issue. The Plan could look 
at the need for the allocation or 
protection of possible industrial 
land and for the protection of 
the town centre and its retail 
provision. 

Any development would need to 
be supported by adequate ser-
vices: health, post office, sports 
facilities, community facilities 
and school places.

Transport is a further concern, 
and parking both on and off-
street has long been an issue 
which needs resolving. 

The town has quite a few 

historic buildings and views which require 
protection. This is another area on which the 
Plan could develop policies. There are build-
ings which, while not listed for protection, are 
thought valuable for the character that they 
give to the area.  These can be identified for 
protection. Some green spaces are already 
protected but there are others, many of them 
small, which may need protection. The protec-
tion and access to the beach   is another issue 
given its place in the economy of the town.

Then there is the issue of climate change 
and its effects on the coastline but also on the 
character of the land and its wonderful diver-
sity of plant and animal life. Much of this is 
already protected but people may have fresh 
insights to contribute. 

There is a lot to consider and we hope that 
as many people as possible will come to the 
consultation. Members of the Working Party 
will be there to offer information and written 
responses will be well received. 

But finally, the proposal that the west end 
allotments would be developed without ref-
erence to the Neighbourhood Plan is not one 
which the Working Party would recommend 
to the Town Council in particular because the 
proposed relocation of the allotments is quite 
contrary to the decision of the Town Council in 
May this year. 

Neighbourhood Plan progress
By the Plan Working Party

Inflation: welcome comeback or a danger to your finances?
By Peter Barton, Continuum

There’s no doubt about it, inflation is back 
after a long period out of the headlines. Be it 
the extra cost of your supermarket shop or the 
cost of timber, prices are rising. Some may be 
imported inflation following the UK’s exit from 
the EU, or Covid-related as manufacturing in 
some sectors hasn’t kept pace with demand. 
As the global economy gets up and running 
again, this can also stimulate inflation.
But how high will inflation rise and how long 
will it last? Is it a short-term blip as global 
supply chains re-start or something more 
prolonged? UK Consumer Prices Index (CPI) 
rose by 2.5% in the 12 months to June 2021, 
above the government’s 2% target, whereas in 
the USA it was 5.39%, the highest level since 
2008.

Quantitative easing, the process by which 
central banks pump money into the econ-
omy (which has been necessary during the 
pandemic), ultimately devalues the value of 
money. A sobering statistic is that 22% of US 
dollars in circulation today were created last 
year.

But why does inflation matter? It’s impor-
tant as it determines what you can buy with 
your money. Consequently, if wages don’t 
increase with inflation, purchasing power and 
the standard of living drops. In the first two 
decades of this century, inflation averaged 
around 2% per year, with globalisation and 
technology helping to keep it low. This doesn’t 
sound high, but it compounds over time – 2% 
per year means that prices in 2021 are nearly 
50% higher than in 2000.

Therefore, if you’re income is fixed, through a 
level pension annuity for example, the amount 
you receive may look the same but in real 
terms it buys much less. Inflation is also a 
problem for savers – with interest rates so low 
and unlikely to keep up with inflation, the value 
of those savings falls, meaning you can buy 
less with them.

Would some inflation be bad? Not from a 
central government perspective as it helps to 
reduce the value of our huge national debts, 
although if interest rates rise the cost of 
servicing those debts will increase. Similarly, 

borrowers, 
such as 
anyone with a 
mortgage, will 
see the true 
value of their 
debt reduce 
if inflation increases. House price inflation 
means that house prices rise, increasing 
people’s “wealth,” although that’s not good 
news for first time buyers. Savers would also 
benefit if there was a corresponding increase 
in savings interest rates.

But there is another way to make inflation 
work for you, as it can act to support the rise 
in the value of investments. Investments, such 
as Stocks and Shares ISAs, where your money 
is used to buy shares or bonds, for example, 
may preserve and hopefully increase in real 
value. If you’re not sure where to start, seek 
advice from an independent financial adviser, 
such as Continuum, as it doesn’t need to be 
difficult.

Source: https://investorplace.com/2020/12/infla-
tion-and-your-portfolio/

The information contained in this article is based on 
the opinion of Continuum and does not constitute 
financial advice or a recommendation to suitable 
investment strategy, you should seek independent 
financial advice before embarking on any course of 
action.

The value of investments can fall as well as rise and 
you may get back less than you invested.
Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up 
repayments on your mortgage.

Peter Barton is an Independent Financial Adviser at 
Continuum

Tel: 01603 879875 or 07787 561087
Email: peter@mycontinuum.co.uk
www.mycontinuum.co.uk 

Continuum is a trading name of Continuum (Financial Services) 
LLP Falcon House, Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth, PL7 5JY 
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority. Continuum (Financial) Services LLP is a Limited Liability 
Partnership. Company registration number OC393363. Regis-
tered in England & Wales.
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Proud to be your award winning 
Property Specialists 
in Wells-next-the-Sea 

The Granary, The Quay, Wells-next-the-Sea, NR23 1JT 
wells@sowerbys.com   01328 711711  

www.sowerbys.com 
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07771 874997 • 01328 713002 • www.npmbuilders.co.uk

 • Painting and decorating • UPVC windows and doors •  
• Wall and floor tiling • Gate and fencing repairs and installation •  

• Electrical and plumbing work • Lock and glass replacement •

NPM Builders & Property Maintenance

Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories 
Paving, Flooring and Decking

All building work, repairs and maintenance undertaken 
All Part P electrical work carried out

Building Contractors and Project Management

A Name to Build On!
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Wighton news 

At the end of July, the village held a post-lock-
down “Meet your Neighbours” event to 
celebrate Covid-19 restrictions lifting. All 
householders within the parish including 
full-time residents and holiday home owners 
were invited to enjoy a free hog roast on the 
playing field. There was a fantastic turn-out of 
over 100 people, with ages ranging from a tiny 
baby to a sprightly 90-year-old grandmother. 

The village beacon was lit as a sign of hope for 
the end of the pandemic and plans for future 
community events were announced, including 
the re-launch of Wighton’s monthly quiz night 
on the last Friday of the month. 

Thanks to all who came along.

Next on Wighton’s calendar is The Grand 

It was disappointing to lose our film The Per-
fect Candidate (PG) in July due to Covid, but 
we are hoping to find a place to re-schedule it 
in the future. In the meantime fingers crossed 
for September, as we have two terrific films on 
offer.

On Monday 13th September at 7pm we are 
showing After Love (12A), the story of Mary 
Hussain who converted to Islam when she 
married and is now in her early 60’s.

She and her husband Ahmed lived quietly 
until his unexpected death which causes Mary 
to discover that he had a secret life across 
the channel in Calais, just 21 miles from their 
shared home in Dover. She is compelled to go 
there and find out more.

Starring Joanne Scanlan, known for her com-
edy roles in television in series such as The 
Thick Of It, who gives a superb performance 
in this moving and subtle drama. Directed by 
Aleem Khan, the BFI says “After Love is set to 
be one of the standout British films of 2021”.

First Cow (12A ) is a touching, tender and 

original story of two travelers on the run from 
a band of vengeful hunters in the 1820s North-
west of America.

They have a tenuous plan to make it rich in 
America, which comes to rely on the secret 
use of a landowners’ prized dairy cow! 

Directed by Kelly Reichardt, with her mastery 
of slow pacing and sophisticated story telling, 
and starring John Magaro, Orion Lee and 
Toby Jones, this film weaves an entrancing 
and subtle tale of male friendship against the 
background of a stunning landscape. Showing 
at 7pm on Monday 27th September.

Covid practices at the Maltings may be sub-
ject to change, but it would be best to book 
tickets in advance on-line at www.wellsmalt-
ings.org.uk, or in person or by phone at the 
Visitors Centre 01328 710885.

September 13     7.00pm
After Love (12A) at The Maltings

September 27     7.00pm
First Cow (12A)  at The Maltings

Screen-next-the-Sea September films

Duck Race on Sunday 22nd August at 3pm. 
The finish and the refreshments stall will be by 
the road bridge, next to Temple’s fields, with 
the start further upstream.

There will be the owner’s race (competing for 
the Sandy Hopkinson trophy) and a children’s 
race. Prizes for owners will be £50, £30 and 
£20, and sweepstake punters can win 25%, 
15% and 10% of sweepstake takings.

Please buy your ducks, at £2 each, in the Car-
penters Arms. All proceeds to village funds. 
Sweepstake bids and more information will be 
available from Wighton’s Grand Duck Marshal, 
Paul Brown (01328 820958). Children’s race 
tickets are available on the day at £1 each. 
Proceeds to village funds.

The next quiz night takes place on Friday 
27th August in the village hall. Doors open at 
7.30pm and the quiz starts at 8pm, finishing 
by around 9pm. Either come with a ready-
made group or join up with a friendly team 

on arrival. Entrance is £2 and there is a raffle. 
Snacks and soft drinks are available or bring 
your own alcoholic drinks. There are questions 
for everyone and it’s always a fun and sociable 
occasion. Proceeds to hall funds.

The Harvest Festival Celebration at All Saints 
Church is on Sunday 29th August. The service 
starts at 11am. A Ploughman’s lunch will fol-
low the service with food served in the church 
from around 12.15pm, starring Mrs Temples’ 
wonderful cheeses. Also pâtés, salad and fruit. 
Wine and soft drinks will also be available. All 
are very welcome - villagers, holidaymakers, 
cyclists, walkers, families - whether you are at-
tending the service beforehand or not. Please 
buy lunch tickets on the door: adult £7, child 
£4 (cash only). Proceeds to church funds.

Finally, a call-out for any children who are 
interested in taking part in this year’s village 
pantomime to please contact Margaret Brett 
Reynolds on 01328 820511.
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Last week the Ministry of 
Justice (MoJ), in collab-
oration with the Office 
of the Public Guardian 
(OPG), published a 
consultation on plans for 
how Lasting Powers of 
Attorney (LPAs) can be 
modernised.  The OPG 
is the administrative arm 
of the Court of Protec-
tion, which oversees the affairs of those who 
cannot do so for themselves, intervening 
when necessary. This modernising LPA project 
aims to improve the process of making and 
registering an LPA by, increasing safeguards, 
improving access, and ensuring that the OPG 
is working sustainably while keeping LPAs 
as affordable as possible.  The development 
of digital channels has transformed the way 
people think and act and the OPG appreciates 
that they need to adapt their processes to 
ensure they meet the needs of the public. 

Having, one must presume, taken public-rela-
tions advice, the OPG say: “Our ambition is to 
use technology to improve our LPA servic-
es, without compromising safety or limiting 
access for people who aren’t online, and the 
launch of our consultation marks an important 
next step in making LPAs safer, simpler and 
fit for the future.” The OPG say that they are 
keen to hear views.

Well, since you asked! It is all a question of not 
“throwing the baby out with the bath water”: 
keeping the good and changing the less good 
rather than, as is so often the way, vice versa. 
Such a development will, I am sure, be warmly 
welcomed by all who have grappled in the 
past with any part of the process of getting 
an LPA up-and-running. That is what the LPA 
is there for, after all. This is especially so with 
what one might call ‘activation’, i.e., getting 
the LPA in place, so that the attorney can take 
over and run things. 

Very serious misgivings have already been 
expressed on professional fora about the 
acceptance of digital modernisation by all 
official and commercial organisations. All 
professionals and their teams working in this 

field can cite a litany of banks and financial 
outfits which have refused to engage with the 
OPG’s track-an-application service and to 
insist on paper all the time. The users of the 
banks etc., whether lay or professional, have 
no choice: we just have to engage with them, 
and have to follow the banks’ etc. unwieldy 
systems. These systems, which vary consid-
erably both in their working-methods but also 
competence, have never been that good. The 
pandemic has seen them grind to a juddering 
halt during the complications of lockdown and 
the remote working of their staff.

The handling of the overall LPA-activation 
process by many outfits is poor, sometimes 
verging on the incompetent. Staff are often 
poorly trained and supported internally. The 
attorneys and their advisors have no power to 
force the banks etc to hurry up or even take 
note of complaints. More and more LPAs are 
going to be activated in the future. One thing 
that the OPG could do most usefully is to 
get an undertaking from banks, etc. to take 
the whole process seriously. This is disabil-
ity discrimination in a quiet, despairing way 
where those unable to run their own finances 
effectively have their life savings withheld from 
them while the banks grind slowly through 
their self-imposed bureaucracy. In extreme 
cases the money is still not available when 
the donor dies. In the meantime, those with a 
supportive family can be bank-rolled by them. 
But what for those who don’t? 

It is important that the banks set up specialist 
departments with properly trained and com-
mitted staff. An alternative would be creating 
an official national complaints section so that 
the most useless offenders are identified and 
can be either helped or held to account by the 
media!

This article is for general information only and 
does not constitute legal or professional advice.

For any individual, family, property or business 
legal matter, contact Hayes + Storr
on 01263 712835
or email miranda.marshall@hayes-storr.com

Lasting Powers of Attorney – for the digital age
By Miranda Marshall, director, Hayes + Storr
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Samuel Fox was born in Wells on the 21st 
December 1792, The family were then living at 
the north end of Staithe Street near the Quay. 

Now he is best remembered for the build-
ing and improvements to properties on the 
Buttlands. He was, however, responsible 
for many more important projects during his 
time in Wells, and a respected member of the 
community.

At the age of ten in 1802 Samuel was inden-
tured to the Wells 
builder Mattew Ran-
dle as a carpenter’s 
apprentice. By 1820 
an article in a Nor-
folk paper referred 
to Mr. Samuel Fox 
, House Builder, 
Wells Norfolk. It was 
in April 1821 that 
he purchased the 
rope-walk, and the 
adjoining land on 
its east side on the 
Buttlands from the 
rope maker George 
Jickling for £600.

Following his purchase he  posted
an advertisement in the  Norfolk Chronicle  
which read in part, “Having engaged in the 
ROPE MAKING BUSINESS, lately carried out 
by Mr. G. Jickling Samuel Fox begs to inform 
his friends that he intends carrying it on in all 
its Branches.”

The Rope-Walk was approximately 250 yards 
long running the length of the Buttlands and 
on it stood a rope house, hemp house, a tar 
house, and counting house with sheds and 
various other buildings. These buildings were 
later converted into residential properties and 
can still be seen.

Samuel immediately proceeded to build hous-
es on his land on the west side of the But-
tlands which we see today. His residence was 
on the corner of the Buttlands now referred to 

as Ludham House. Immediately to the south of 
the house he established his builders’ yard on 
the land that is now occupied by the Catholic 
Church. The yard consisted of carpenters’ 
workshops, a warehouse, several sheds and a 
roofed-over sawpit. 

Over the next five or six years, in addition to 
erecting the houses on the west side of the 
Buttlands and the Crown Hotel  Samuel Fox 
was responsible for many other projects. 
One of these involved much of the construc-

tion work on the 
Wells-Fakenham 
Turnpike. Roads. In 
1826 he was award-
ed the contract to 
erect the toll houses 
and gates at Faken-
ham and 

Kettlestone following 
his bid of £380.

By 1829 the turnpike 
trustees realised that 
all the toll-houses 
and gates had been 
incorrectly sited, 

and Samuel was awarded another contract 
to demolish those existing and build four new 
ones, two of which are still remaining. Another 
of  Samuel Fox’s construction works on the 
Turnpike was the bridge at East Barsham on 
the road from Wells to – Fakenham. This was 
completed in August 1830 and still in use 
today.

On 9th February 1832 Thomas Samuel Fox 
was declared bankrupt, and over three days in 
March all his building material, which included 
200,000 bricks, and his rope-making equip-
ment were sold by auction on the premises. 
Following his bankruptcy Samuel continued in 
business operating the rope walk  and living 
in Ludham House, both of which were then 
owned by the merchant James Chapman. In 
1836 Samuel Fox emigrated to America after 
being presented with a glowing testimonial by 
the town’s main residents.

More history - Thomas Samuel Fox, master builder
By Mike Welland

Little Walsingham tollhouse

Acoustic Blondie Live

To Celebrate the end of the Summer, Acoustic 
Blondie will be performing Live at the Hive 
Gardens. With their mix of classic Blondie 
songs and hits of the 70’s & 80’s, this trio are 
not to be missed. Bring yourself a picnic and 
enjoy the end of summer with us.

Saturday the 4th of September from 6pm. 

Tickets £5.00 per person. To book your tickets 
please call the box office on 01328 711996 or 
visit our website www.wellbeingnorfolk.co.uk

Exercise classes

Our programme of popular exercise classes 
are open to all abilities. Alongside our existing 
timetable we will be launching two new class-
es in September. 

Mondays 6pm Jazzercise with Caroline

Tuesdays 10am and 11am Seated Exercise 
with Sue 

Tuesdays 5:30pm NEW BDYPump with Sarah

Using light to moderate weights with lots of 
repetition, this class will give you a total body 
workout. Set to uplifting music the tutor will 
guide you through moves and techniques to 
get you motivated.

Tuesdays 6:30pm NEW This Girl Can with 
Sarah

A fun class aimed at women who have not 
exercised for a while or are looking to get back 
into fitness. It’s intended to break down barri-

ers and inspire you to progress and compris-
es  a mixture of dance, tone, box, and yoga 
movements. Where getting it wrong is alright!
Wednesdays 5:30pm Strength Pilates with 
Sarah

Wednesdays 6:30pm Clubbercise with Simon 
& Sarah

Thursdays 10:30am Seated Exercise with Sue

Fridays 9:30am Jazzercise with Caroline

More information can be found on our website 
or call 01328 711996

Are you a qualified instructor who is looking 
for space to teach? Our fitness space is avail-
able to rent at very competitive rates. Please 
call us for more information.

The Hive Café & Gardens
Open Monday to Friday from 10am, our café is 
a wonderful community space to meet friends 
and relax over a great cup of coffee. Serving 
sweet treats and light bites for lunch with 
ample parking and only a short walk from the 
town centre. 

The café is the perfect setting for you group. 
If you would like to hold a regular get-together 
at the Hive then please call Simon on 01328 
711996.

Wells Community Hospital Update
By Sarah Peberday, General Manager
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Events diary
A selection of live events in the area

AUGUST
22nd - Annual Lifeboat Service: Wells
22nd - Hideaway Cinema; Space Jam New 
Legacy, and The Suicide Squad: Holkham
23rd - Harriet (movie)
Screen-next-the-Sea
24th - Children’s T shirt printing workshop
Community Hospital
25th - Outdoor theatre; Macbeth: Holkham
27th - Sheringham Shantymen
The Maltings
28th - Katey Brooks (folk, soul, blues)
The Maltings
29th - Wighton Harvest Festival: Wighton 
Church (see p.32)  
29th - The Croods: A New Age (movie)
The Maltings
30th - Off the Rails (movie): The Maltings
31st - Off the Rails (movie): The Maltings

SEPTEMBER
1st - Hidden Passages and Servants’ Stairs 
Tour: Holkham
1st - Wild in the Woods
children’s bush craft (children 6 and up)
Holkham
2nd - Crossfire community play
St Nicholas’ church (see p.19)
2nd - Twiglets Parent and Toddler Group
(2-4 years): Holkham
2nd - Live Screening; Follies (musical)
The Maltings
3rd - Crossfire community play
St Nicholas’ church (see p.19)
3rd - Summer of Soul (movie)
The Maltings
3rd - Butterfly Walk: Holkham
3rd - Lakeside Secrets Nature Walk
Holkham
4th - Crossfire community play
St Nicholas’ church (see p.19)
4th - Acoustic Blondie: Community Hospital 
5th - Crossfire community play
St Nicholas’ church (see p.19)
7th - Funk-Pop-a-Roll Music Quiz
The Maltings 

8th - Behind the Scenes Hall Tour; Meet the 
Team: Holkham
8th - Explore with the Expert; Sustainability 
Holkham
8th - Talk Harvesters; the history of fishing in 
Wells, with Ashleigh Mullinger
The Maltings
9th - Full Day walking Safari: Holkham
11th - Park Run (registration required)
Holkham
13th - After Love (film): The Maltings (see p.33)
14th - Tour of Holkham Courtyards & Cellars
Holkham 
15th - Hidden Passages and Servants’ Stairs 
Tour: Holkham
15th - Holkham Hall from the Outside
A History and Architecture Tour
Holkham 
16th - Full Day walking Safari: Holkham
16th - Talk: Herbs With an ‘H’
with local food writer, Carla Phillips
The Maltings
17th - Limbo (film): The Maltings
18th - Park Run (registration required)
Holkham
18th - The Time Machine (play with puppetry) 
The Maltings
22nd - Historical Tour of the Hall: Holkham
22nd -Hidden Passages and Servants’ Stairs 
Tour: Holkham
22nd - Explore with the Expert; Sustainability 
Holkham
23rd - Full Day walking Safari: Holkham
27th - First Cow (film): The Maltings (see p.33)
28th - Tour of  Holkham Courtyards & Cellars   
Holkham
29th - Hidden Passages and Servants’ Stairs 
Tour: Holkham
30th - Full Day walking Safari: Holkham
30th -The Grand Tour Tractor Trailer Tour 
Holkham

For full details of events please see the links and QR 
codes on the various magazine pages, or visit;

The Maltings: wellsmaltings.org.uk
Community Hospital: wellbeingnorfolk.co.uk
Holkham: holkham.co.uk

Holkham Hall is perhaps the only eighteenth century house in the country to have an entire wing 
dedicated to guests, or ‘Strangers’ as they were called in eighteenth century parlance. From 
the very moment of the Hall’s conception, entertaining guests has been key, and under Thomas 
William Coke ‘of Norfolk’, Holkham became known for holding large-scale events, where up to 
500 guests would be in attendance.

Behind the scenes were and still are staff, formerly called servants, who used the many court-
yards and cellars and moving discreetly from place to place. The kitchen complex where the 
bread was baked, the early heating system, the means of keeping things cool, the laundry, the 
tower room and attics, are all now able to be seen by visitors.

The hall is offering tours both inside and out enabling visitors to see historical and architectural 
buildings and structures that have shaped Holkham’s history, the Marble Hall, the private gar-
dens and  grounds. 

Keeping pace also with the present and its concern with the environment, it is offering an 
early morning butterfly walk, a tour of the animal and plant species inhabiting the lakeside, the 
woodlands and the Estates’ work of producing sustainable food using nature-based solutions to 
reduce our reliance on artificial chemicals and its attempts reduce its  carbon footprint. 

The Hall Park run is starting on September 11th and 18th.at 9.00 am and there are various activ-
ities for children. 

Events at Holkham
By Emma Bushell

Bumble Bees Carers and Toddler Group

Running every Monday and Wednesday at 
the hospital between 9:30am and 11:30am. 
Catering for children 0-5 years old the group 
is centred on exploration through play and na-
ture. The group benefits the ability to enjoy the 

outside space in our enclosed 
secure Hive Gardens. £3 per 
child.

To book call 01328 711996 or 
visit www.wellbingnorfolk.co.uk
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EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police    999
Ambulance   999
Fire    999
Coastguard / Lifeboat  999

NON-EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police    101
Flood co-ordinators   01328 710743
Environment Agency Floodline  0345 9881188
Wells Coastwatch   01328 710587
Wells Fire Station     0300 1231669
Wells Lifeboat Station  01328 710230

BANKS & BUILDING SOCIETIES
Barclays Bank, Fakenham  0345 7345345
HSBC, Fakenham   0345 7404404
Lloyds, Fakenham   0345 6021997
Nat West, Fakenham   0345 7888444

BUS & RAIL INFORMATION
Community Car Scheme  01485 210342
Dial A Bus   01553 776971
Lynx Bus Company   01553 611955
National Rail Enquiries  08457 484950
Sanders Coaches   01263 712800

CHURCHES
Church of England rector  01328 710628
Methodist Church   01328 711931
Congregational Church  07469 186208
Roman Catholic Church  01328 821353
Quaker Meeting House  01328 711387
Russian Orthodox   01328 820108
Churches Together   01328 713044

COUNCILS
Wells Town Council   01328 710564
Norfolk County Council  0344 800821
North Norfolk District Council  01263 513811

HEALTHCARE
Burnham Market Surgery  01328 737000
NHS Direct   111
N & N Hospital, Norwich  01603 286286
QEII Hospital, King’s Lynn  01553 613613
Red Cross   0808 1963651
Wells Community Hospital  01328 711996
Wells Health Centre   01328 710741

LIBRARIES
Fakenham Library   01328 862715
Wells Library   01328 710467

SCHOOLS
Alderman Peel High School  01328 710476
Fakenham Infants School  01328 864511

Fakenham Junior School  01328 862188
Fakenham Academy    01328 851039
Walsingham Primary School  01328 820265
Wells Primary School & Nursery  01328 710320

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Age UK Norfolk   0300 5001217
Chemist - David Jagger Ltd  01328 710239
Citizens Advice (Norfolk)  0800 1448848
Duncan Baker MP   020 72193000  
(constituency office number) 01692 557140
Funeral Directors (Suttons)  01328 710301
Norfolk Family Carers  01603 219924
Norfolk Debt Advice   01603 863582
Registration of births, deaths,  
marriages & civil partnerships  03244 8008020
Relate - marriage guidance  01603 625333
Tourist Information Centre  01328 710885
Veterinary surgery   01328 711022
Wells Maltings booking office  01328 839000
Wells Post Office   01328 710332

LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Carers Matter Norfolk  01328 710501
Elsmith Bowls Club   01328 713020
Fakenham Choral Society  01328 700165
Heritage House Care   01328 711333
Homes For Wells   01328 711703
Keep Fit Group   01328 730508
Lifeboat Guild   01328 711823
Local Archaeology   01328 711449
Local History Group   01328 710261
Screen-next-the-Sea   01328 710885
Sing For Joy   01263 479931
The Royal British Legion  07469 186208
Wells Art Group   01328 710208
Wells Bellringers   01328 710208
Wells In Bloom  01328 712158
Wells Brownies   07748 256714
Wells Carnival   01328 710014
Wells Community Theatre  01328 710208
Wells Discussion Group  01328 712158
Wells Football Club   01328 710907
Wells Friendship Club  07766 151715
Wells Good Companions 01328 711425
(formerly Wells Pensioners Association) 
Wells Harbour Office   01328 711646
Wells Maltings Trust   01328 711378
Wells Nelson Club   01328 711478
Wells Photographic Group  01328 856456
Wells Sailing Club   01328 712000
Wells Sea Cadets   07889 136430
Wells Town Tennis Club  07784872977
Wells Twinning Association  01328 711033
Wells United Charities  07764 406852
Women’s Institute   01603 624580

The Quay Directory

St. Nicholas,
Church Street, Wells
(Sunday & Wednesday 
services are streamed & 
uploaded to YouTube: 
St Nicholas Wells. 
Evening prayer is also 
held on Zoom)

St. Withburga, 
Holkham
(using Holkham Hall 
Chapel in winter)
All Saints, Wighton

All Saints, Warham & 
St. Mary’s, Warham

Church service times
Church of England: Revd. Brenda Stewart - 01328 710628

1st Sunday
2nd, 3rd, 4th Sunday
5th Sunday
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th Sunday
Wednesday
1st & 3rd Thursday
1st & 3rd Thursday

1st Sunday
3rd Sunday

2nd & 4th Sunday

Festivals & special events

1100
1100
1030
1830
1830
1830
1830
1830
1000
1000
1345

0930
0930

0930

Worship for All with music
Holy Communion with music
Benefice worship
Taizé worship with music
BCP Evening Prayer
Healing service
Celtic worship with music
BCP Evening Prayer
Holy Communion
Quiet prayer
Little Fishes parent & toddler group

Holy Communion with music
BCP Holy Communion with music

Holy Communion with music

See church notice boards for details

Methodist: Revd. Cliff Shanganya - 01328 862174
Theatre Road, Wells Sunday 1100 Morning worship

Evangelical Congregational: Revd. Neil Woodruff - 07469 186208
Clubbs Lane, Wells Sunday 1500 Sunday worship

Roman Catholic: Father Keith Tulloch - 01328 713044
Our Lady Star of the 
Sea, The Buttlands, 
Wells

Saturday
Thursday

1800
0930

Holy Mass
Holy Mass

Quakers: David Saunders - 01328 711085 (warden - 01328 711387)
Friends Meeting 
House, Church 
Street, Wells

Sunday
Thursday

1030
1700

Meeting for worship
Meeting for worship

•  Monday: 2pm – 6pm
• Tuesday: CLOSED
• Wednesday: 9am – 2pm
• Thursday: CLOSED
• Friday: 9am – 2pm 
• Saturday: 10am – 4pm
• Sunday:  Closed

www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries

Wells Library opening hours
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ACCOMMODATION & EATING OUT
Bang In Wells
Beach Café
Blue Skies Campsite
French’s Fish & Chips
The Bowling Green
The Crown Hotel
The King’s Arms

BUSINESS SERVICES
Black Dog Computer Services Ltd
Declan Goode: Computer Services
Hayes + Storr Solicitors
Kathryn Gigg Chartered Accountants
NewPrint & Design
Timez Design
Wise Green Energy

DOMESTIC SERVICES
Masbo Cleaning

ESTATE AGENTS & LETTINGS
Belton Duffey
Sowerbys
Spalding and Co

FOOD & DRINK SUPPLIES
A & M Frary Shellfish Ltd
The Real Ale Shop
Whin Hill Cider

HEALTH & PERSONAL CARE
Chi Beauty and Therapeutic Treatment
David Jagger Ltd, Chemists
Foot Perfect
Gunthorpe Osteopaths
Heritage House Day Centre
Point’z of Interest Health & Wellbeing
Richards Opticians
The Beauty House
The Soap Shop

HOMES, INTERIORS & FASHION
Art & Design By Camilla
Gallery Plus
James Isaacs Stoves

Phillippa Kirby Soft Furnishings
Shoe Stop
Simon Leverett Carpets & Vinyls
The Old Station Pottery & Bookshop

HOME & GARDEN MAINTENANCE
AlarKris: Electrical & Security
Anglian Tree Works
A T Plumbing & Heating Services
Buckie Plumbing & Heating Services
David Thompson: Chimney Sweep
Finch Garden Design
JAB Systems: electrical installations
JMC Garden & Landscape Services
JRP Construction & Carpentry
KSP Decorators
Need A Carpenter?
North Norfolk Pest Control
North Point Property Care
NPM Builders & Property
Maintenance
PSB Consultancy & Design
R West Electrical
Ross Fulford - Brick & Stonework
Skip It - mini skip hire
S T Bespoke Decor
Tom Frary - Painter & Decorator
Tom Norman Gardening Services
Worzels Roofing

TRANSPORT & TRAVEL
Cockle Bay E-Bike Hire
Kenny Greenfield
PAS Mercedes Specialist
Scillitoe Bros Garage
Wells Bike Hire

OTHER
Coastal Pet Services
Country Dogs: dog grooming
Glaven Veterinary Practice
Holkham Estate
North Norfolk Music Festival
S T Sutton Funeral Directors
Wells Harbour Tours
Wells Maltings

The Quick Quay
A helpful index of our local business advertisers
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