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The Community Play 
was a triumph. Of that 
there is no doubt. It 
included dozens of 
people from the town 
who learned something 
of its history, and the 
church was filled on 
every night. Jen Davies 
is to be congratulated 
on her achievement as 
director. 

For the rest, there are several issues in the 
town in need of resolution.   

The future of the Westfield allotments has 
not been settled by the Council’s decision. 
Local voices have been forthright over that 
and several other matters, not all saying the 
same thing. The rejection of the Medcentres 
proposal should calm the fears of allotment 
holders; the council’s decision of last May to 
exclude the allotment gardens from develop-
ment still stands, and people can make their 
views heard about that and other matters at 
the Neighbourhood Plan consultation at the 

beginning of the month; but the issue of hous-
ing for local people will not go away.

One sad loss, but a significant one is the end-
ing of the November bonfire. A letter sent to us 
sets out the reasons.  It was always controver-
sial, going back way into the last century but 
it has been a social occasion at the beginning 
of winter where once a firework display could 
be seen and people, both local and incomers, 
gathered in great numbers. Health and Safety 
regulations and more stringent insurance 
requirements may keep us safer but there are 
costs in terms of the life of the town. Some 
even remember when the funfair was on the 
Quay.

Another very local institution, the Memorial 
Club, faces a challenge.  Built to serve the 
needs of First World War veterans in an indus-
trial part of the town, and yards from the Quay, 
it now operates within a partly residential area.  
A proposal for the development of its car park 
has raised concerns. The influx of new people 
buying properties has brought many benefits 
but it has its costs.  RA

Welcome to The Quay
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Carnival 2022
By Pat Weston
Well, it was a quiet summer for the Carnival 
Crew!

At least they had chance to enjoy the Au-
gust weather, well for those who had hats, 
coats and an umbrella. I think if we had gone 
ahead with Carnival Day this year we would 
have been washed out. The rain would have 
stopped the parade and the evening bands. 
Wet, Wet, Wet could have been the headliners. 

The committee hope you all had a good sum-
mer and life is starting to get back to normal. 
Wells has been busy but not as busy as we 
all thought. The committee has a meeting in 
September planned and the AGM will be held 
on 5th October in the Gordon Barrett Hall.

At the first meeting we will start to make a 
framework for next year, checking entertainers 
we have on hold from this year and booking 
new acts for the first week in August 2022. It 
will be great fun to get back together again 
and start to plan next year. After missing the 

last two years we are as keen as you to put on 
the fantastic Wells Carnival.

Even with the committee not having a normal 
year with the carnival, they were kept busy do-
ing events online and in and around the town. 
We believe there are still two families walking 
around the town doing the Wells Wander Quiz 
and trying to find the hidden Pirates!

The committee also had a very successful 
tea and cake stall on the Buttlands at The 
Summer Fayre on the Bank Holiday in August 
and we hope to have a Mulled Wine stall when 
Santa visits the town at Christmas Tide. We 
hope to see you there.

If you have wish to join the committee or help 
with next year’s Carnival please contact us or 
come along to a meeting or the AGM. Most 
members of the committee are friendly! 

Keep in touch on FaceBook, Instagram or 
check our Website www.wellscarnival.co.uk 

Wells Flood Action Plan
By Mike & Marie Strong, joint flood warden co-ordinators
The flood season has arrived and we are more 
than conscious that the contact details we 
have of residents in flood sectors of Wells are 
due for updating.

This information is needed to enable the 
warden team to quickly warn of incoming high 
water and when necessary to keep residents 
updated throughout the danger period.  Whilst 
concerns continue regarding Covid-19 contact 
may be by telephone rather than face to face.

To increase our efficiency we need a few more 
volunteer wardens; we stress that the role 
does not entail a massive commitment of time.  
We would welcome additional members to join 
existing sector teams, the clerical/recording 
team in the control room, people with electri-
cal/mechanical experience.
If you would like to discuss the roles ring 
01328 710 743.   

Update regarding the Environment Agency 

staff training session on Thursday 7 October: 
The session will include important refresher 
training with the winching equipment which 
is used to close the floodgate in the event of 
power failure.  Understandably this important 
work will require the road along the quay to 
be closed between 5.00 am and 10.00 am. 
Signage and diversions will be in place and it 
is hoped the road closure will not cause too 
much disruption. 

In our early days of flood wardens there was 
not always the availability of ‘professionals’ 
so that  we were trained in closing the gate 
without electricity We are delighted that EA 
staff are now actively involved.

Certainly those of us present on the night of 
5 December 2013 watching the sea pressing 
threateningly against the glass section of the 
floodgate will rest more easily knowing the 
gate can be closed as and when required – 
and by experienced staff.

The ever-popular Manhattan Shorts Film 
Festival comes to Wells Maltings, one of the 
few venues in Europe, on September 29th and 
30th at 7pm. Ten short films from all over the 
world are shown for you, the audience, to vote 
for your favourite film and actor.

On 11th October we are showing The Reason 
I Jump (12A), a documentary that follows the 
lives of children born with autism, based on 
the 2007 book by Naoki Higashida.  The au-
thor has autism and explains why he behaves 
as he does and why he sometimes jumps and 
responds with uncontrolled physical activity. 
“Here is a documentary with something to tell 
us and something to teach us” Peter Brad-
shaw The Guardian.

Nashville (15) is directed by Robert Altman and 
follows various people involved in the country 
and gospel music business in Nashville over 
a five day period, leading up to a gala concert 
in support of a Presidential candidate in the 
America of the 1970’s. Starring Keith Carra-
dine, Karen Black and Lily Tomlin, it is showing 
on Monday 25th October at 7pm.

On 8th November at 7pm is Quo Vadis Aida 
(15). It is July 1995 in Bosnia and former 
teacher Aida is working as a translator for the 

UN when the Serbian army takes over her 
small town of Srebrenica and her family is 
among thousands seeking shelter in the UN 
camp. Aida finds herself the conduit for Ser-
bian lies and UN equivocations – all of which 
leads to the inevitable tragic ending.

The French Dispatch (12A) is a film full of 
marvellous images, elaborate sets and a huge 
cast directed by the unique and quirky Wes 
Anderson and is a love letter to France and 
journalists. It is a comedy/drama set in the 
60/70’s and brings to life a selection of stories 
published in the fictional American magazine 
‘The French Dispatch’ in a fictional French 
town.  ‘Amazing visuals, lots of laughs and 
an A-list cast make this a real treat” Peter 
Bradshaw, The Guardian.  Showing on 22nd 
November at 7pm. (To be confirmed)

We are planning to show The Nest (15) on 6th 
December, and It Must Be Heaven (15) on 20th 
December, details to follow, and then good-
ness me, it’s Christmas!

Tickets are available on line from www.wells-
maltings.org.uk and in person or by phone 
from the Visitors Information Centre 01328 
710885.

Screen-next-the-Sea: October films

Cooking with Carla Phillips: Tofu
Tofu - Oriental bean curd - comes brick-
shaped. Made of condensed soy milk by a 
process similar to cheese making, it is pressed 
into thick oblong blocks. A great source of 
protein, containing amino acids, iron, calcium 
and other vitamins and minerals, it is wor-
thy but dull. Its texture is slippery and taste 
insipid. But, it can easily be transformed into 
exciting dishes which will delight.

It comes in sealed packets, soaking in water. 
The fluid must be drained and the block dried 
off on kitchen paper. Then, briefly, it can be 
pressed, again, using kitchen towelling. Then 
it is ready to use.

Cut it into cubes, large or small, placing 
them on more kitchen roll until ready to use. 
Now, heat a large frying pan. Add a very little 
vegetable oil, only enough to skim the surface. 

Dunk the cubes of tofu in a mixture of a table-
spoon of cornflour seasoned with salt, pepper, 
and anything else you fancy (Five-spice pow-
der, paprika, celery salt, any fancy seasoning 
salt…). Fry the cubes in the hot oil, turning 
them so they have browned lightly. Dry them 
on more paper towels. Taste them. They may 
need more seasoning, but they should have a 
pleasant crisp texture and are ready to eat, as 
is, or dunked in a dipping sauce made with: 
2 tbsp maple syrup; 4 tblsp vinegar; 2 tblsp. 
water; 1 tblsp. soy sauce,  a grated clove of 
garlic; a walnut sized piece of ginger, grated; 
½ teaspoon of red pepper flakes (you can use 
more), and the juice of a lime. I like serving 
the cubes hot, with the sauce on top of them, 
accompanied by rice, cooked brassicas (cala-
brese, sprouting broccoli, etc).

A good meal!
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Call us today 01328 710210 
www.hayesandstorr.co.uk

Your legal matters
in safe hands 
for generations
Hayes + Storr Solicitors handle a whole 
range of family, property and business 
legal matters with care and professionalism.

Fakenham | Holt | King’s Lynn | Sheringham | Swaffham | Wells by appointment

Stiffkey Road, Wells next the Sea, Norfolk NR23 1QB 
info@blueskiescampsite.co.uk • 07557 021660

Small, friendly, family campsite • Tents, touring caravans and motor homes 
Dogs and children welcome

All local hotels and B&Bs have 5 stars,  
Blue Skies Campsite has 8 million!

Prince Philip was born in 
Greece, then educated 
in France and Germany 
before he moved to the 
United Kingdom, married 
our Head of State, and 
became her loyal and 
long-serving consort. On 
his death in April, Prince 
Philip is reported to have 
left a large estate which 
includes overseas assets. Overseas assets 
add a whole further level of complication to 
estate planning and administration. Foreign 
assets can be undiscovered until after a death 
and cause much delay and extra cost. I some-
times jest that I like dealing with an estate 
containing foreign assets, as it makes my 
handling of the UK assets look super-efficient 
in comparison. There is the concern that the 
same asset is taxed twice. 

Watch carefully the question of ‘domicile’.  
Domicile is a term used for the territory of 
which the laws apply to a person. It deter-
mines which jurisdiction’s laws govern the 
distribution of assets of the departed.  Domi-
cile determines the liability to different taxes. 
In the UK different domicile rules apply to the 
different taxes: inheritance tax (IHT), capital 
gains and income taxes. Sometime things are 
very ‘counter-intuitive’. A person may have a 
home in several countries, but they can only 
ever have one domicile. It is not quick or easy 
to change domicile for IHT. Contrast that with 
the rules for ‘residence’ for income tax etc. 
You cannot just state the country in which you 
are domiciled; you also must have consist-
ent actions and intentions with the country 
of your domicile. Domicile is described as a 
‘nebulous’ or woolly concept; and as ‘tena-
cious’ or sticky. Pre-1974 a married woman 
automatically acquired her husband’s domicile 
and, although this sounds as from another era, 
a woman who married before that date may 
well never have taken any steps to revert to or 
change her domicile. So, a young 1973 bride 
only now in her late 70s may never have given 
any thought to her domicile.  It is not possible 
to be ‘UK domiciled’; you must choose one 
of the three countries making up the UK, so 

either England & Wales, Scotland, or Northern 
Ireland.

If you have overseas assets you must state 
in your will whether it applies to assets in 
England and Wales only, all worldwide assets 
or select the applicable jurisdictions. Some 
jurisdictions may not allow such instruction; 
it is up to that jurisdiction. If another jurisdic-
tion refuses to recognise the English will, this 
can lead to the ‘forced heirship’ laws of that 
country applying, so you may not have any 
‘testamentary freedom’ i.e., you must leave 
what you own as the legal code of the country 
in question requires. The EU Succession Reg-
ulations, which have not yet ceased following 
Brexit, enable ‘forced heirship’ rules to be by-
passed. It can be complex, and advice should 
be taken both in the UK and overseas. If you 
die without a Will i.e. (‘intestate’) then it is like-
ly to be even more complicated and unlikely 
to do what you would have wished. A process 
known as ‘re-sealing’ i.e., the affixing of the 
Court Seal of authority allows the UK executor 
to deal with overseas assets and vice versa.  

If you domiciled in one of the three UK juris-
dictions, then you are liable to pay IHT on all 
your worldwide assets. A ‘non-UK-domiciled’ 
spouse married to a ‘UK-domiciled’ de-
ceased (my apologies for lazy shorthand – see 
above) only gets restricted IHT spouse relief, 
unless they go down the complex ‘UK IHT 
deemed-domicile’ route. You might also need 
to pay an equivalent of IHT in the foreign juris-
diction. IHT Double Taxation Agreements often 
do not apply as generously to IHT as might 
be hoped. So, be sure to take advice. Being a 
‘Citizen of the World’ can be expensive. Even 
when you have departed from it completely.

This article is for general information only and 
does not constitute legal or professional advice.

For any individual, family, property or business 
legal matter, contact Hayes + Storr
on 01263 712835
or email miranda.marshall@hayes-storr.com

Citizens of the world - where are you domiciled?
By Miranda Marshall, director, Hayes + Storr
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North Point Property Care  
 

Property & Garden maintenance  

PAT Testing & much more.  

Contact 
Daniel Money 07570234891  

info@northpointpropertycare.co.uk 
www.northpointpropertycare.co.uk 

Alderman Peel High School has been at the 
forefront of education in North Norfolk since 
1963. The buildings have been extended, the 
resources and ICT have been updated (several 
times). The roof and windows have been 
replaced but the ethos, philosophy and values 
remain the same.

Our values, written by students in their own 
words explain how they view the school:

Ambition
This includes being ambitious for yourself as 
an individual, being ambitious for your friends 
and the school.

Pride
Having pride in yourself, your family, your 
school and community.

Happiness
Everyone deserves to be happy and this 
means taking responsibility for your own hap-
piness and supporting others too.

Success
As an individual and as part of the APHS 
team.

Our staffs are experts and highly committed 
to supporting children, enabling children of all 
abilities to thrive as individuals, make excellent 
progress and experience a multitude of oppor-
tunities. These include a wide range of sports, 
music and drama clubs to horse-riding, trips 
abroad, awards evenings, robotic compe-
titions, leadership training and The Duke of 
Edinburgh Award..

We have excellent facilities which have been 
refurbished and redesigned to modern specifi-
cations including:

• Specialist Drama Studio
• Art Room
• Catering Room
• Learning Resource Centre
• Swimming Pool
• Gymnasium
• Refurbished Science Laboratories
• Fitness Suite
• Languages block
• Specialist Music and practice rooms
• Extensive outdoor fields, tennis courts 

and volleyball courts
• Two ICT suites
• Conference Room
• Laptops and PCs available in every 

classroom
• The Hub (A specialist resource for student 

support)
• Wells Sea Cadet Unit on site 

OPEN EVENING – 30th SEPTEMBER 2021

As COVID restrictions relax we are really 
pleased to be able to hold our Open Evening 
this year. On Thursday 30th September we will 
be opening our doors to year 6 students and 
their parents, allowing them to visit the school 
before expressing their choice of secondary 
school for September 2022. 

A very large number of students join us from 
out of catchment, travelling long distances to 
benefit from our caring and supportive envi-

ronment, high expectations 
of every student and excel-
lence in what we do. If you 
have any queries, please 
contact Mr Tawana.

By the time you read this 
we will at long last have 
resumed our meetings with 
our AGM on 16th Septem-
ber. Our next two meetings 
will be a Bring & Buy on 7th 
October followed by a Cine-
ma Reminiscence Afternoon 
on 21st October.

Alderman Peel High School news
By Alastair Ogle, principal
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According to the EDP the summer of 2021 has been the coldest in Norfolk since 2012. I have no 
reason to doubt that statement. August in Wells has been down-right miserable, with very little 
appearance of the sun for days at a time. I don’t have a sunshine recorder. They cost more than 
all my other weather recording equipment put together. But if I did have one, it would have got 
very little use in August 2021.

Most miserable Augusts are notable by the amount of rain that they include, but this has not 
been the case this year. Indeed, my recorded rainfall is only half of normal and follows a dry 
June and July. This has been caused by “anti-cyclonic murk” which occurs when high pressure 
dominates the weather in the west, giving them good weather there. However, since the winds 
flow clockwise around a high-pressure system (in the northern hemisphere) we are treated to an 
airflow in the northern quarter, which isn’t particularly good for Wells.

I’m a greater believer in the phrase “the weather always catches up with itself”. Experience has 
shown a lot of truth there over the years. But this means that we should be getting a lot more 
sun and a lot more rain. Interesting!

Wells Weather Watch
August 2021. By Keith Leesmith

Max. Temperature  24.6C  Wed 11th 
Min. Temperature  11.6C  Wed 4th
Rainfall Total  36.1mm  for August
Wettest Amount  6.0mm  Sun 8th
Min. Pressure  997.1mb  Fri 6th
Max. Pressure  1032.4mb Tue 24th
Max. Wind Speed  18mph  8th & 16th

Average atmospheric pressure in 
UK is 1013.25mb 

My average rainfall for August is 
69mm

Average rainfall for August at 
Weybourne (Met Office) is 56mm

Average rainfall for August at 
Marham (Met Office) is 58.8mm

August Bank Holiday Monday was so miserable that we 
decided to defrost our freezers. Due to the amount of hot 
water and towels involved, I feel eminently ready for a 
maternity emergency.

The

Real Ale .
Finest selection of Norfolk bottle conditioned 
Real Ales and our very own Malt Coast Craft 

Craft Beer

Branthill Farm 
Wells-next-the-Sea  
Norfolk NR23 1SB

www.therealaleshop.co.uk
info@therealaleshop.co.uk 

01328710810

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Beer freshly brewed here on the farm.

Postbag
Dear Editor, 

It is with regret that I have to inform you that we will not be able to organise and run the annual 
bonfire on the Buttlands this year; it has become impossible to meet the insurers’ demands 
that no cars or the like can park within 25 metres of the perimeter of the bonfire. With the vast 
amount of cars parking around the town including the Buttlands and leaving their cars all week, 
we cannot keep the roadways clear.

It has got worse over the years; at one time we had parking cones removed by car owners so 
as to park their cars which caused great concern; were that to happen now the occasion would 
have to be cancelled because the fire would not be able to be lit and the bonfire dismantled at 
short notice. We cannot operate under such conditions.  

When the Buttlands were handed over to the town in 1937 it was on the understanding that the 
town could kindle the fire in perpetuity provided it was within the law of the land at the time.  
Without insurance the bonfire cannot proceed. 

I would like to thank all those who have helped over the years. If there is anyone who would like 
to pick up the baton, please contact me on 01328 710440

Yours faithfully, Ray Hewitt (on behalf of trhe Buttlands Bonfire Preservation Group)



The Quay                                                  12                                                  October 2021 The Quay                                                  13                                                  October 2021



The Quay                                                  14                                                  October 2021 The Quay                                                  15                                                  October 2021

Clubs and Societies
Nelson Club 
Are you lonely?  We are a welcoming and 
friendly group and we meet on the first and 
third Thursday of every month except August. 
New members are always welcome. Transport 
may be available. For further details please 
contact Sandra Phipps on 07775 424559 or 
Adrian on 07990 026839.

Women’s Institute 
By the time you read this we will have held our 
September meeting in the WI Hall, the first one 
since Covid struck! Provided everything pro-
gresses as we hope, regarding infection, we 
plan to hold our monthly meetings as normal 
at 2.15pm on the first Thursday of the month.

At the moment, we are welcoming local 
speakers, and we are lucky to have a good 
choice. In October, on the 7th, the speaker will 
be Maureen Dye showing photographs of old 
Wells and she will talk about the old streets 
and ways. On September 15th there will be 
a mid-month lunch for members, another 
time to meet together and enjoy each other’s 
company.

Then – advance notice! Apple Day Market 
will be held again on Saturday 23rd Octo-
ber, in the hall between 10am and 12 noon. 
Refreshments will be served and there will be 
the usual variety of home produced food and 
preserves to buy, together with a selection of 
“kitchenalia”. It will really feel as if life is be-
coming more normal when we open the doors 
to the queue on that Saturday morning! If you 
would like to find out more about Wells WI ring 
Carol Green on 01328 712078

Men’s Shed
Despite a shortage of Shedders due to annual 
holidays we have been quite industrious at the 
Shed. The main focus has been to support the 
preparations of the Crossfire Community Play 
at St Nicholas’ Church by constructing staging 
panels and props. Most of this construction 
has been made on site as some of the panels 
were too large to ship across town. So staging 
props are another new skill for the Shedders.

As we have reported before we still do not 
have mains electricity at the Shed. Our goal 
has been to be eco friendly and at some stage 
we hope to install solar roof panels to gener-

ate enough electricity for our use. So until then 
we are being inventive and are in the process 
of making a ‘pole lathe’ which will allow us the 
opportunity to perfect our wood turning skills. 
So for now it’s bodger’s pedal power - a bit of 
a workout to help work off the calories from 
our tea and biscuits!

We are still recruiting, so if anyone would 
like to come along for a taster session they 
are more than welcome. We are there every 
Wednesday 10am to 4pm so just turn up 
and we will show you round the set up. It’s 
worth reiterating that, courtesy of the East of 
England Co-op, we have an extensive range of 
cordless, brushless tools; so there’s practically 
no limitation on what we can make or repair. 
Individual training on this equipment is pro-
vided so newcomers can feel confident about 
using these tools. So if you’d like to learn 
more the kettle is always on so please pop 
down to the Shed or visit our website for more 
details.  http:www.wellsnexttheseamensshed.
weebly.com, or email us at mensshedwells@
gmail.com

WEA Wells Branch 
After what seems like an eternity we’re 
pleased to say that the Wells branch of WEA 
is back in business. We’re planning a gen-
tle start with a day school on Saturday 13th 
November. “From Stage to Screen” is about 
adapting plays for the cinema. Starting with 
Shakespeare’s plays, and ranging across the 
output of a variety of the 20th century’s great-
est dramatists, we will analyse and compare 
a selection of clips and explore how and why 
movie studios, directors and writers have 
used theatrical works and musicals as the 
source and inspiration for so many films since 
the earliest days of cinema. Our tutor will be 
Norfolk-based Stephen Poulter who spent 15 
years working for the BBC, initially in TV Dra-
ma and then as a producer with BBC Films.

Thanks to the generosity of the Maltings Trust 
it will be held in the main auditorium of Wells 
Maltings. This change to our normal venue 
has a great many advantages: we will be able 
to use the building’s state of the art projection 
and sound systems; there is plenty of space 
for attendees to socially distance - or not - as 
they choose; the building has a highly efficient 
‘outside air’ ventilation system; there is in-
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house catering and there are plenty of toilets. 
It is as Covid secure as any public building 
can be. That said, although mask wearing is 
not longer obligatory in the Maltings, we do 
recommend that masks are worn.

This day school will cost £18 and will run from 
9.45am until 4.00pm with a one hour break for 
lunch. You can enrol online by going to www.
wea.org.uk/eastern and entering ‘Wells-next-
the-Sea’ in the ‘town/postcode’ box at the 
top of the page. This will take you to the Wells 
courses. Click on the ‘view details’ button next 
to the ‘Page to Screen’ course and then click 
the ‘Enrol online’ link. Alternatively you can 
enrol by phoning 0300 303 3464. For help, 
advice or further details please contact Annie 
Whitelaw on 07856 792186 or email annie-
whitelaw53@icloud.com. And please remem-
ber, these courses are open to everyone, you 
don’t need to be a member of WEA or one of 
our regulars, and anyone claiming benefits can 
attend for free.

Wells Town Tennis Club
Congratulations to Allegra, aged 10 who 
designed our new logo. We had a number of 
entries for our competition asking members of 
our junior coaching group to submit their ide-
as. It was a very hard decision and a special 
commendation must go to the granny who just 
couldn’t resist having a go.

The junior fun day in August, yes that long 
ago, was a great success, thanks must go to 
Mel Catton who donated some lovely prizes. 
As the clocks go back we have to abandon 
our junior coaching as it’s just too dark to see 
a tennis ball. We will be back in the spring so 
keep an eye on our website for further infor-
mation. Our adult improvers group carries on 
meeting each Friday morning at 10 am, come 
and join in if you want to take up tennis once 
again, or you would like to give it a go.

For further information just type Wells Town 
Tennis Club into your browser and you will find 
us. We hope to see you on court soon!

Little Fishes Parent Toddler Group
It has been good meeting back in St. Nicholas 
Church. We have welcomed two new families 
and many of our toddlers moved on to full 
time nursery or school in September. We wish 
them well and look forward to seeing them 
when we meet in the holidays. 

In August we had a Teddy Bears picnic in the 
churchyard and 12 families came and made 
bears’ dens out of canes, branches and old 
sheets. We had a scavenger hunt before hav-
ing a picnic in their dens. Rev. Brenda closed 
the event with a talk and song about families. 
Older brothers and sisters, grandparents 
and previous Little Fishes joined us for the 
afternoon.

We meet every month on the 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays at 1.45 - 3.00pm in St. Nicholas 
Church. We stay open until 3.30pm so those 
parents who have children going to the Nurs-
ery or Primary School, can call in for a short 
while.  New families are always welcome, just 
come along. For more details contact Kate 
Clodd 07826 280915

Wells United Charities 
The exciting news is that the 2 flats, which we 
purchased in Northfield Waye earlier this year, 
have now been beautifully refurbished by Pat-
rick Weston and his team and the gardens by 
JMC. We are pleased to tell you that both flats 
now have Homes for Wells tenants in them. 

Our stall on the Buttlands on 30th August, 
raised an amazing £579.49. A big thank you to 
all who supported it and those who donated 
raffle prizes and bric-a-brac. Our next stall 
will be at Christmastide on December 4th, we 
hope to see you there. 

We are now looking to help local people who 
may struggle to pay their fuel bills this winter. 
If this sounds like you or someone you know, 
please download and fill in a Fuel Allowance 
form from our website www.wellsunited-
charities.org.uk or pick one up from Jagger’s 
Chemist at the top of Staithe Street. All 
applications for fuel grants, and indeed all 
grant applications, are treated in the strictest 
confidence. 

Our Annual General Meeting will take place on 
November 3rd, at 6pm in the hall at The Alder-
man Peel High School. If you are a member 
of WUC, you are entitled to attend and hear 
all about the work we have done in the last 
year. If you wish to become a member, please 
download a form from our website (see above) 
or collect one from Jagger’s Chemist. 

Men’s  Discussion Group
The Group will resume meetings at The Meet-

ing House, Church St at 7.30pm on Tuesday 
5th October. The first speaker will be Adrian 
Dwyer whose subject is Bomb Disposal. If you 
are not a member you are more than welcome 
to come along. Suck it and see.

Wells Local History Group
The group has suffered the loss of its chair-
man, Bob Brownjohn who has gone into 
residential accommodation out of town. We 
are grateful to Bob for his patient archive work 
over many years and wish him well. Meanwhile 
the group will be meeting via Zoom this month 
when there will be another Wells in Pictures on 

October 6th. Members will be contacted.

Roger Arguile has produced a book of Wells 
In Pictures which tells part of the same story 
and which is available at the Post Office and 
the Chandlers. The recent Newsletter has just 
been published which tells of some of the 
Early Guidebooks to Wells and of Wells and 
Sons, whose shops in Staithe Street are still 
remembered by some.

For information about how to join contact 
Keith Leesmith on keithnextthesea@gmail.com   

News from the Anglican Churches
By Revd. Brenda Stewart, Rector
As I write this we have just had four highly 
successful performances of ‘Crossfire’ to 
capacity audiences. It was a truly community 
project; cast, costumes, props, backstage and 
front of house. Everyone pitched in with huge 
energy and commitment. And the weather was 
kind, enabling us to perform the first scene 
outside each night and socialise with drinks 
and burgers afterwards. Huge thanks go to 
Jen Davies whose enthusiasm was extraordi-
nary, sustaining us through all the delays, and 
bringing out wonderful performances from the 
whole cast.

On the August bank holiday weekend Wight-
on’s Harvest Festival and excellent harvest 
lunch was well attended - so good to be 
socialising. And after the first of our five Sep-
tember weddings Matthew and Jessica drove 
away from St Withburga’s church in a vintage 

car. We wish them well in their marriage. There 
was one funeral in August, that of Monica 
Escalante, at St Nicholas, Wells.

October church events include a “Spud & 
Quiz” evening on Thursday 21st at 6.30pm in 
the Gordon Barrett Hall in Clubbs Lane, and a 
free evening concert by Chanter’s Jigge - who 
provided some excellent music for “Crossfire” 
- on Saturday 23rd at 7pm in the St Nicholas’ 
Church. Don’t miss their multoi-instrumental 
music performed on up to twenty different 
traditional and modern instruments!

The summer seems to have rushed by and we 
are suddenly into the mellow fruitfulness of 
autumn. I do hope you get a chance to get out 
and savour the riches of God’s creation in this 
special part of the world.
Rev Brenda 

Methodist church news
By Sue Scoles
Prayer and Praise re-started on 15th Sep-
tember and will be held every Wednesday at 
10.30. It is a short service followed by tea/
coffee.

Several members of our congregation were 
able to attend a garden party to celebrate 
Cliff and Christine’s 25th wedding anniversa-
ry. It was a lovely afternoon and for once the 
weather was kind for us.

Eileen is leaving us and moving nearer her 
daughter. We are sorry to see her go but wish 

her all the best in this exciting new stage of 
her life.

We have several chairs for sale. They are 
good solid chairs upholstered in a brown 
material. If you are interested in purchasing 
one or more chairs please contact Gordon on 
01328 711241. We are asking for a donation to 
church funds. 

Sunday service is at 11am. Wednesday ser-
vice is at 10.30am.
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Many people in the town belong to the Me-
morial Institute; many more know that there is 
a plaque on the south wall which commemo-
rates the dead of two world wars. Not every-
one knows how it came into being. It was the 
brainchild of a local doctor, Gordon Calthrop. 
In 1919 he called a meeting to consider the 
building of a working men’s club for those re-
turning from war, which would provide for the 
‘social, moral and intellectual welfare of men 
when demobilized as well as the residents 
of the town’. The meeting overwhelmingly 
supported the idea including George Ingle the 
vicar. However it took a long time to raise the 
money and it opened in 1933.  

For some time it thrived but in 1975 it closed 
due to lack of support.  The building was 
deteriorating.  Local grocer Derek Styman, a 
governor of the Institute approached the local 
British Legion Billiards club, which met in a 
barn behind Scarborough House asking them 
to take it over. Agreement was, with some 
hiccups, reached and the Billiards Club sank 
its identity into the Institute.  The hiccups were 
minor and major. The Institute had no alcohol 
licence; secondly it did not admit women. 
Overcoming the second prohibition was the 
condition imposed by the secretary and treas-
urer, John Tuck, before he would agree to con-
tinue in post. A drinks licence was obtained, 
the interior repainted, and gradually as both 
men and women began to use the Club, as it 

was now called; it began to attract members. 
John’s work of getting a band of volunteers 
together enabled its resuscitation and flourish-
ing. Thereafter it fell back for a while but then 
with yet another new secretary Fred Robbins it 
once again revived. It was extended to provide 
a lounge and toilet faculties in 1980 and again 
shortly after. 

So we have had our ups and downs. Now we 
provide a good place for locals to meet and 
drink and welcome new members and guests; 
it has a snooker room and large television 
projector. The prices of drink are very keen 
indeed. It has survived the pandemic and we 
look forward to being a provider of hospitality 
and good humour for many years to come.  
Do come along. It’s easy to join. Contact sec-
retary@wellsclub.co.uk

The Club has also submitted modest but 
modern plans to develop the rather bland and 
underused car park. The Club is proposing a 
lean-to roof and decking to allow members a 
much needed outside facility. There will still be 
parking available. The Club hope the District 
Council will approve the proposals and take 
into account the needs of a much-valued local 
facility. The Club looks forward to working 
with the authorities and second homeowners 
in order to minimize any noise pollution. The 
plans can be viewed on North Norfolk District 
Council.

Wells Memorial Club
By Matt Clarke, Secretary

Wells Primary School
By Rachel Stroulgar, head teacher
As I write this, I do hope this finds you all well 
and having had a good summer break! We 
are delighted to be welcoming our families 
back onto the school site this term after a long 
period away, and we can again, work with our 
parents and the local community, to provide 
the best education we can for our children. 

One of our school themes which runs 
throughout all that we do is: TEAM…Togeth-
er Everyone Achieves More. Now that we 
are able to welcome our families in, we are 
very much looking forward to our MacMillian 
Coffee morning, Harvest Celebrations and 
of course… Christmas plays! We have all so 

missed the audience participation and having 
our supportive family community with us. 

Reading still continues to be a main focus 
within school and we are always encouraging 
our children to have a ‘love of reading’ and 
to be developing a passion for reading to aid 
their learning. As such, we have greatly ben-
efitted for our fabulous ‘community readers’ 
who have been welcomed into school to hear 
children read on a regular basis. If you feel that 
you could maybe dedicate an hour or so, a 
week, to popping into school and hearing chil-
dren read – we would love to hear from you. 
Please do contact the school office (01328 

710320) and we will certainly give you a call to 
see if you’d like to join our team. 

Within school, we place a great emphasis 
on values – teaching our children the mean-
ing and purposes of these values this year: 
Empathy, Teamwork, Curiosity, Perseverance, 
Responsibility and Aspirations. Every Monday, 
we have a whole school assembly welcoming 
visitors in such as Reverend Brenda Stew-
art, the local Royal British Legion and other 
community members. If you are part of a local 
community group or a business and feel that 
you could contribute to an assembly to inspire 
our pupils, we would love to see you! Placing 
the school at the heart of the community is 
essential and for children to see and recognise 
local people, that would be a real joy to see. 

Our curriculum continues to be ambitious, fun 
and above all, engaging for our children and 
we are looking forward to all classes getting 
engrossed in their learning for this term. Our 
next article for the next magazine, will detail 
some of the learning that’s taken place during 
September and October, and we look forward 

to sharing this with you on a regular basis. 

Already, we are starting to think about our 
new children that will be joining us in Sep-
tember 2022, so do keep an eye out for our 
Open Mornings for new Nursery and Recep-
tion children for 2022 – we always run these 
in November – the date will be confirmed in 
our next edition.As we start this term, may I 
finish by saying thank you on behalf of all the 
school community for the unfailing support of 
our families and community, throughout the 
various lockdowns and such challenging times 
during the last 18 months. Our children have 
been incredibly resilient and we can’t wait 
to have them back – many thanks to numer-
ous local businesses and individuals in the 
community, for their kind offers of hot meals, 
food parcels, computer equipment, donated 
clothes and many more items that went to 
good homes and use. We are so incredibly 
proud of being part of the Wells-next-the-sea 
community and I know that Together Everyone 
WILL Achieve More in this coming year as we 
work together.

Wighton news
August may not have been the best month 
weather-wise, but it didn’t dampen summer 
spirits in Wighton. After a morning of torrential 
downpours, the sun came out for the well at-
tended Grand Wighton Duck Race on August 
22nd. Winners were Theo Smyth, Abigail Giles 
and Rosie Marshall. The Children’s Race was 
won by Alice, Ollie and Leo who received 
vouchers and toy ducks, generously donated 
by Pensthorpe Nature Park, and the Veter-
ans’ Race was won by Olga Maitland, who 
received a voucher generously donated by 
The Carpenters Arms in Wighton. Sweepstake 
winners were Sarah Hodges, John Harrison 
and Ali King. Grateful thanks to our sponsors 
and all the many people who helped with the 
event. The event raised £781.65 for village 
funds, a fantastic achievement.
 
Bank Holiday Sunday saw the Harvest Festival 
Service take place in All Saints, followed by 
a lavish ploughman’s lunch organised by 
the PCC, featuring Mrs Temple’s delicious 
cheeses, kindly donated by Catherine Temple. 
The stalls and lunch raised a magnificent 
£932.10 and a very enjoyable time was had 
by all. Thanks go to Sue Harrison, Mary Able, 

Bee Wood, the PCC, and all who donated 
items, and those who decorated the church so 
beautifully.

Recent results of the monthly 100 Club draw 
are as follows: June winners were Margaret 
Brett Reynolds, Paul Norman, and James & 
Emma Harrison; July winners were Adrian 
Kissick, Patrick Charlton and Tom & Beth 
Mitcheson. There was no draw in August.

Village Quiz Nights have resumed on the last 
Friday of the month, next on 24th September 
in the village hall at 7.30pm (quiz starts at 
8pm) finishing by around 9pm. Either come 
with a ready-made group or join up with a 
friendly team on arrival. Entrance is £2 and 
there is a raffle. Snacks and soft drinks are 
available or bring your own alcoholic drinks. 
There are questions for everyone and it’s 
always a fun and sociable occasion. Proceeds 
to village hall funds.

Finally, a repeat call-out for anyone, particular-
ly children, who are interested in taking part in 
this year’s village pantomime to please contact 
Margaret Brett Reynolds on 01328 820511.
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HOT WATER    HEATING    ELECTRICITY

ENERGY THAT WON'T
C O S T  T H E  E A R T H

Contact us for a free, no obligation consultation to
find out how you can benefit from renewable energy

01603 574185
www.wisegreenenergy.co.uk
info@wisegreenenergy.co.uk

Renewable energy solutions for

We are looking to expand our portfolio
With a local and enthusiastic team, Norfolk Hideaways are well placed 

to make the process of sharing your holiday home easy and enjoyable. 
We are dedicated to managing your property with the same care

and attention you would and with tailored services to suit your needs, 
you can be as involved as you like.

Please call us on 01328 887 658 or email newowners@norfolkhideaways.co.uk
norfolkhideaways.co.uk

We are looking to expand our portfolio
With a local and enthusiastic team, Norfolk Hideaways are well placed 

to make the process of sharing your holiday home easy and enjoyable. 
We are dedicated to managing your property with the same care

and attention you would and with tailored services to suit your needs, 
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Call Outs during August 
Sunday 8 August: Wells inshore lifeboat 
crew went to the assistance of two people 
cut off by the tide in Titchwell marshes. The 
D class Iifeboat, Peter Wilcox, launched with 
a volunteer crew of three outside the boat-
house on the flooding tide, and headed out to 
sea towards Titchwell. Informed by the local 
Coastwatch teams the inshore lifeboat arrived 
on scene and entered the marshes. They 
were guided to the casualties’ location by the 
directions given by the Coastwatch. The in-
shore lifeboat found the two people cut off by 
the tide, safe and well. They were transferred 
to the lifeboat and taken to the safety of the 
mainland, where they were handed over to the 
care of the local coastguard.  

Lifeboat House Build
Good progress with the new build. The frame 
is up, and the base of the roof is on. The next 
steps are to cover the roof with insulation, 
and then aluminium sheeting will be lifted into 
place to cover the entire area, making the roof 
weatherproof and watertight. As the autumn 
progresses and the temperatures drop, 
temporary polythene walls will protect the 
Reside Construction team from the elements 
so that they can continue their work inside the 
building.

Name of the New Lifeboat
The new lifeboat, arriving to Wells in late 
Autumn 2022, is being named in honour of 
His Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke 
of Edinburgh. The Shannon class boat will be 
called Duke of Edinburgh in memory of Prince 
Philip, who passed away on 9 April this year, 
aged 99. The RNLI is delighted to honour 
Prince Philip’s longstanding commitment to 
maritime services and lifetime of support to 
Her Majesty The Queen. Her Majesty has been 
Patron of the lifesaving charity since 1952 and 
The Duke of Edinburgh became a member of 
the RNLI Council in 1972. The announcement 
was made 71 years to the day since The Duke 
of Edinburgh assumed command of the frigate 
HMS Magpie in 1950.

Annual Lifeboat Service
Thank you to everyone who came along to 

join us for our 60th Annual Lifeboat Service on 
Sunday 22 August. It was a fabulous evening, 
and everyone was in fine voice. The NHS, 
key workers and local community volunteers, 
were all thanked for their efforts and hard work 
during lockdown and throughout the Covid 
crisis. Volunteers from our own crew were also 
thanked for their support with the vaccination 
programme at the Health Centre in Fakenham. 
We would like to thank Fakenham Town Band 
and everyone who was involved.

10,000 Memories for new lifeboat 
The launch of 10,000 memories is going 
extremely well, with over 7700 names already 
dedicated at the end of August; however, there 
is still time if you would like to see the name of 
a loved one written in the letters and numbers 
on the side of Duke of Edinburgh.
Visit RNLI.org/WellsLaunch or alternatively 
call the LAM Team on 0300 300 0061(UK) and 
make your dedication over the phone.

The Wells Lifeboat Guild
The Guild members are excited to be back 
fundraising to help support our crew in Wells 
and other lifesaving activities around the 
country. Our first two events this summer 
have raised over £2000 so thank you for your 
kind generosity. Our next planned event is our 
Christmas Bazaar, which is taking place in the 
Congregational Hall, Clubbs Lane on Saturday, 
6th November, 10 am to 1 pm. We will have 
the usual RNLI Christmas Cards and calendars 
for sale and there will also be a homemade 
cake stall, raffle, Christmas crafts, handmade 
bags, tombola and a few fun games to take 
part in as well as some light refreshments. 
If anybody has any prizes they would like to 
donate to either our raffle or tombola, or you 
are able to make something for our cake stall, 
please contact Sandra on 01328 711823. We 
look forward to seeing you there!

General Information
For more information about RNLI Wells 
Lifeboat Station, events, or being 
a member of our team, please 
contact 01328 710230, see www.
wellslifeboat.org or  Wells RNLI,
@wellsrnli

Wells Lifeboat Station news
Local people play a vital role in saving lives at sea 
and keeping our beaches safe
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How to set up a pension if you’re self-employed
By Peter Barton, Continuum

There are some big advantages to being your 
own boss. Being able to work where and 
when you want is a powerful incentive. So is 
knowing that the harder you work the more 
you can make.

But there are some disadvantages too. When 
it is your business, there is no pay for holidays 
or sickness – and worse, no employer to pay 
into your pension pot.

You may have plenty of other things to occupy 
your mind when you are your own boss, but 
even if retirement is years away, you need to 
start thinking about it as early as possible. 
Employers are obliged to enrol their employ-
ees into a workplace pension scheme but, if 
you’re self-employed, then it’s up to you to 
start a pension and as a result, many self-em-
ployed people struggle to make ends meet 
in later life.  The maximum State Pension is 
currently only £179.60 a week and the State 
Pension age is rising.

Fortunately, investing in a pension means 
some unique benefits, especially if you run 
your own business.

Most exciting of all is that the taxman actually 
helps you build your pension pot. Paying 
into a pension means tax relief at the same 
rate you pay income tax. As per tax year 
2021/2022 a basic rate taxpayer will need to 
pay in just £80 to put £100 into your pension 
pot. Your pension provider will get the other 
£20 direct from HMRC. If you pay tax at the 
higher rate of 40% that £100 will only cost 
you £60, and if you are in the 45% income tax 
bracket, it would cost just £55.

This can help ensure that your pension is 
one of the most rewarding investments you 
will ever make. What’s more, a good pension 
plan will give you low-cost access to profes-
sional investment managers who invest your 
money for the right combination of growth and 
security.

Also, with certain kinds of pension plan, you 
can actually invest in your own business. But 
the tax advantages don’t stop there. If you 
run a limited company, your pension payment 

can be taken out of your profits as a business 
expense, so reducing the corporation tax you 
pay. You can pay into your pension instead of 
paying more tax.

When you’re ready to set up your self-em-
ployed pension, you have several different 
types of pensions to consider.  The govern-
ment scheme NEST (National Employment 
Savings Trust) is now open to self-employed 
people, but most small business owners will 
look at a personal pension, a Self-Invested 
Personal Pension (SIPP) or a stakeholder 
pension. One size does not fit all – there is no 
single best pension for self-employed people, 
and the best choice for you will depend upon 
your individual circumstances.

The current economic climate is challenging 
for small business owners but remember that 
time really is money when it comes to pen-
sions. The sooner you start saving into yours 
the better off you may be, for the simple rea-
son that your pension pot has longer to grow.
With many different types of pensions, getting 
an expert on your side becomes essential. 
If this is an area which you want to address, 
Continuum would be happy to discuss your 
needs and priorities and advise you accord-
ingly. 

The information contained in this article is based on 
the opinion of Continuum and does not constitute 
financial advice or a recommendation to suitable 
investment strategy, you should seek independent 
financial advice before embarking on any course of 
action.

The value of investments can fall as well as rise and 
you may get back less than you invested.
Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up 
repayments on your mortgage.

Peter Barton is an Independent Financial Adviser at 
Continuum

Tel: 01603 879875 or 07787 561087
Email: peter@mycontinuum.co.uk
www.mycontinuum.co.uk 

Continuum is a trading name of Continuum (Financial Services) 
LLP Falcon House, Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth, PL7 5JY 
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority. Continuum (Financial) Services LLP is a Limited Liability 
Partnership. Company registration number OC393363. Regis-
tered in England & Wales.

Continuum (Financial Services) LLP, Falcon House,
Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth, PL7 5JY
T: +44 (0)345 643 0770 E: info@mycontinuum.co.uk
www.mycontinuum.co.uk

Registered address. As Above. Registered in England and Wales.
OC393363

Continuum is a trading name of Continuum (Financial Services) LLP
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Continuum (Financial Services) LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership.

Make Your
Finances
Simple

T:  01603 879875
M: 07787 561087
peter@mycontinuum.co.uk
www.mycontinuum.co.uk

For a comprehensive
solution contact
Peter Barton DipFA MAQ
Independent Financial Adviser

UUU
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Proud to be your award winning 
Property Specialists 
in Wells-next-the-Sea 

The Granary, The Quay, Wells-next-the-Sea, NR23 1JT 
wells@sowerbys.com   01328 711711  

www.sowerbys.com 
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07771 874997 • 01328 713002 • www.npmbuilders.co.uk

 • Painting and decorating • UPVC windows and doors •  
• Wall and floor tiling • Gate and fencing repairs and installation •  

• Electrical and plumbing work • Lock and glass replacement •

NPM Builders & Property Maintenance

Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories 
Paving, Flooring and Decking

All building work, repairs and maintenance undertaken 
All Part P electrical work carried out

Building Contractors and Project Management

A Name to Build On!

This was dominated by issues relating to the 
joint Medcentres/NNDC/Flagship proposal to 
develop the Westfield allotments. The main 
concern was the possible relocation of the 
allotments and their replacement with housing. 
The public forum outran its fifteen minute time 
limit and in the event the council unanimous-
ly voted the proposals down and deferred 
consideration of a second proposal from 
Homes for Wells until the Neighbourhood Plan 
process was complete.

The idea of building a village hall on part of 
the site was referred to the same process but 
agreed in principle. There is to be a drop-in 
consultation at the beginning of October (see 
poster on page 22) when people’s views 
on the many issues before the town can be 
recorded (including the public petition against 
any development). This was the best attended 
meeting by members of the public for some 
time.

Wells Town Council: meeting report
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With autumn in the air, we would like to thank 
everyone who has supported us with our fund-
raising events over the summer. The live music 
in the Hive gardens proved to be popular with 
various Norfolk based entertainers performing.  
Our first Bingo Evening of 2021 also was a 
great success, raising over £800.  We will be 
organising more events over the next couple 
of months. Keep an eye on our socials and 
website. www.wellbeingnorfolk.co.uk

Wells Community Hospital has been the base 
for a Team of Cycling Paramedics over the 
summer break as part of a 12-week trial peri-
od.  This very successful pilot saved the life of 
a member of the public at the Pinewoods site, 
as well as treating several minor injuries and 
broken hips. Cycling around 35 miles a day 
on average, the Team have been constantly 
visible in Wells and The Holkham Estate.
Our door at the Hospital is open for this base 
to be made a permanent fixture, we loved 
having Andy and the team here.

Since 31st May, the Mermaid Renal Dialysis 
unit has been open 3 days a week closing for 
the season until next year at the end of last  
month.   It’s been great to welcome patients 
back – we have seen greater distances being 
travelled to the unit due to the lack of facilities 
in the area.  This summer we have welcomed 
visitors staying in Aldeburgh in Suffolk – which 
for dialysis patients is a long way to travel. 

It’s been wonderful to welcome families to 
the facility who can use the café and gardens 
while they wait. We are hoping to be able to 
provide a base for those who wish to use port-
able/home dialysis machines while the unit is 
closed in other rooms at the Hospital, for more 
information please call 01328 711996.  

Clinics, Groups & Services
Acupuncture, Massage & Reiki, Audiology, 

Hear For Norfolk – Earwax removal & 
Hearing aid servicing/repairs,  Norfolk 
Hearing Care, Foot Health Clinic with Ka-
tie, Orthotics, Horticultural therapy – The 
Nurture Project; Sports/Rehab Massage;  
Psychotherapy; Semi-Permanent Make 
Up; Dentist; Renal Services

Groups
Talking Elephants bereavement group & 
gardening; Walking Group; Fun & Togeth-
erness Groups (Thursdays all welcome); 
Singing together; Fun & Togetherness; 

Wells Nelson Club

Fitness Classes 
Pilates; Body Pump; Clubbercise; Jazzercize; 
Seated exercise – more sessions added!
Walking for wellness; ***More Classes being 
added!!***

Seeking new Trustees 
We are actively seeking a commercially-mind-
ed Trustee to join our dedicated board of Trus-
tees.  Commitments are to a bi-monthly board 
meeting, but also an interest in the local area.  
We welcome enquiries from anyone who has 
experience of commercial strategy, business 
diversification and change management.

If you would like to find out 
more, please contact sarah.
peberday@wellshospital.uk
Or call 01328 711996

Wells Community Hospital Update
By Sarah Peberday, General Manager

 

Words from the Past

Do not let loyalty or faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck, write them on the 
tablet of your heart, so you will find favour and good repute in the sight of God and of people 

Proverbs 3.3

Pre-theatre dining is here! Starting in September, we 
will be serving food on show nights from Thursday 
to Sunday. No need to book, just come at least an 
hour before the show and dig in!

On 28 September there is an exciting chance to see 
the remarkable backstage spaces at the National 
Theatre, with a bold new film that brings them to 
life; Romeo & Juliet was shot on a single stage in an 
empty theatre over seventeen days during the global 
pandemic. 

The 1st of October brings back the astounding 
power trio that played out our Spring 2020 season; 
Voodoo Room return with more Hendrix, Clapton 
and Cream classics. 

For National Poetry Day on 7 Oct, Briony Bax pre-
sents Strictly Speaking on the theme of ‘Choice’. 
Our October programme includes some really 
exciting theatre. We are thrilled to be hosting the 
opening night of fEAST Theatre’s new dark comedy 
on Fri 8 & Sat 9 Sep. Rosa Mendoza introduces the 
award-winning Poppyland Guest House, which 
proudly promises a traditional, old-school holiday 
experience. They reluctantly take on an eccentric 
Spanish chambermaid with a colourful past; Rosa 
Mendoza from Andalucia arrives in Cromer and 
nothing at The Poppyland will ever be the same 
again. 

Red Fox Theatre bring the hilarious Catch of the 
Day to our stage on Thu 14 Oct, set in Ireland, 1966. 
An ordinary skipper sails into the sleepy town of 
Dingle with a very unusual catch. Chaos immedi-
ately ensues and a ridiculous series of events are put 
into motion, involving a magical dolphin, the actual 
Queen of England, and a whole bunch of really 
confused nuns. 
Our series of Heritage Talks continues on 13 Oct, 
with Susan Wild discussing her late grandfather 
Sam Peel and his work around Wells in the early 
20th century. Margaret Willes will be in on 19 Oct 
to talk about her book, The Domestic Herbal, and 
the parallels between the herbal remedies used 
to combat the bubonic plague pandemic, and the 
medicines we use today. Then on 21 Oct we have 
Kevin Thatcher and a few friends on the subject of 
Norfolk game in our Saltmarsh Series discussion, 
The Game’s Up.

October heralds some great live music as well, with 

jazz trio Orenda performing their unique blend of 
spoken word, folk melodies, jazz, classical and con-
temporary sounds. The Covent Garden Consort are 
back with two concerts, the first on 17 Oct explor-
ing the work of Mozart, Schubert and Schumann. 
The next, on 14 Nov, covers Bach, Beethoven & 
Brahms. The brilliant Fakenham Ukes will be here 
for a fun evening on Fri 22 Oct, where sing-alongs 
are encouraged and usually unstoppable anyway! Fri 
29 Oct sees Steve Bingham: Lines and Loops on our 
stage - Wells’s own Steve Bingham juxtaposes acous-
tic and electric violins and live-looping, performing 
an amazing array of folk tunes, original pieces and 
covers from Bach to Fleetwood Mac. 

Onscreen Opera is back on Sun 10 Oct, with 
Boris Godunov screening just one day after its live 
premier at the Met. Stephen Wadsworth’s affect-
ing production of the Mussorgsky masterwork 
poignantly captures the hope and suffering of the 
Russian people as well as the tsar himself. Then on 
Sat 23 Oct, streamed live from New York, a historic 
occasion - the Met’s first performance of an opera 
by a Black composer. Fire Shut Up In My Bones is 
Terence Blanchard’s adaptation of Charles M. Blow’s 
moving memoir, praised as “bold and affecting” and 
“subtly powerful.”

Films this month include the surprisingly poignant 
Pig (15), starring Nicholas Cage as a truffle hunter. 
We have some family-friendly films planned for 
half-term: Jungle Cruise (12A) on Sun 24
Paw Patrol: The Movie (U) on Tue 26
Peter Rabbit 2: The Runaway (U) on Wed 27 Oct. 

On Thu 28 Oct The Last Bus (12A) arrives at our 
Auditorium, starring Timothy Spall as a pensioner 
who travels from John O’Groats to Land’s End, 
using his free bus pass, his wife’s ashes with him in a 
small suitcase.

Sat 30 Oct, The Pebble and the Boy (15) brings a 
little Mod culture to our screen.

All these events are now available to browse and 
book online www.wellsmaltings.org.uk, or drop by 
and pick up a paper programme. Our food & drink, 
heritage centre, visitor information 
centre and box office are open daily. 
You can always call us for infor-
mation or book over the phone on 
01328 710885.

News from The Maltings
By Becca Lynn, marketing & development manager
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Events diary
A selection of live events in the area
SEPTEMBER
25th - Connor Quigley - viola 
Old Chapel, South Creake
28th - Romeo & Juliet - National Theatre 
The Maltings 
27th - First Cow (film): The Maltings
28th - Tour of  Holkham Courtyards & Cellars   
Holkham
29th - Manhattan Shorts Film Festival: The 
Maltings
29th - Hidden Passages and Servants’ Stairs 
Tour: Holkham
30th - Manhattan Shorts Film Festival: The 
Maltings
30th - Full Day walking Safari: Holkham
30th -The Grand Tour Tractor Trailer Tour 
Holkham

OCTOBER
1st - Neighbourhood Plan drop-in consultation 
5pm to 8pm: Congregational Hall
1st - Voodoo Room - live music 
Wells Maltings
2nd - Neighbourhood Plan drop-in consulta-
tion 10am to 3pm: Congregational Hall
2nd - Will Duerden - double bass & piano
Old Chapel, South Creake
2nd - Reminiscence (12A) - film
Wells Maltings 
7th – WI Monthly Meeting 2.15pm: WI Hall
7th - Strictly Speaking - poetry
Wells Maltings
8th - Rosa Mendoza - play
Wells Maltings 
9th - Rosa Mendoza - play: Wells Maltings 
10th - Boris Godunov - Met Opera
Wells Maltings 
11th - The Reason I Jump (12A) - fllm

Wells Maltings 
13th - Talk on Sam Peel - Susan Wild
Wells Maltings 
14th - The Catch of the Day - play
Wells Maltings
15th - Orenda - live jazz: Wells Maltings 
16th - Emanuele Addis - Guitar
Old Chapel, South Creake
16th - Pig (15) film: Wells Maltings 
17th - Covent Garden Consort - live music 
Wells Maltings
19th - The Domestic Herbal - talk
Wells Maltings
21st - Church Spud & Quiz evening 
Gordon Barrett Hall, Clubbs Lane
21st - The Game’s Up - talk on game food
Wells Maltings
22nd - Fakenham Ukes - string  combo
Wells Maltings  
23rd - WI  Apple Day Market 10am to12noon
WI Hall
23rd - Chanter’s Jigge - free live music
St Nicholas’ Church 
23rd - Fire Shut upon my bones - opera
Wells Maltings
24th - Jungle Cruise (12A) - film
Wells Maltings 
25th - Nashville(15) - film: Wells Maltings 
26th - Pawy Patrol (U) - film: Wells Maltings 
27th - Peter Rabbit 2 - flim: Wells Maltings 
28th - The Last Bus - film: Wells Maltings
29th - Steve Bingham - violin and electric 
violin: Wells Maltings 
30th - Esther Beyer - Harp
Old Chapel, South Creake
30th - The Pebble and the Boy - film 7.00 pm 
Wells Maltings 

For full details of events please see the links and QR codes on the various magazine pages, or visit;

wellsmaltings.org.uk               Community Hospital: wellbeingnorfolk.co.uk               holkham.co.uk

Wells War Memorial
Institute Club

The recently refurbished Club lies at the heart of the Wells Next 
The Sea community and welcomes locals and visitors alike

Membership
We offer a range of membership options;
daily £3, weekly £10, yearly £20 and then
£10 to renew thereafter.

Facilities
The Club is airconditioned throughout. We
have a full-size snooker table and pool
table. You can also be entertained by the
live juke box and two fruit machines. We
have two bar areas and our toilets have been completely refurbished.

Sport
We show live sport on our 108-inch projector acreen and three televisions. We are 

subscribed to BT Sports and Sky Sports. We
can show two different games at the same time.

Entertainment
The Club shows live music to cater for all
tastes. We will be holding bingo on a monthly
basis. The Club can also be available for
parties, wakes and any other functions.

Come and support your local Club, you will be assured of a warm 
welcome. You can find us on Facebook for regular updates on 
events, just search Wells War Memorial Institute Club or our 

website www.wellsclub.co.uk or drop us a line on 01328 711386. 
Google Maps Location Code XV42+GC Wells-next-the-Sea

Defibrillator locations in the N23 area

     These potentially life-saving devices can be found at:

     Co-Operative, Polka Road, NR23 1JG
     Harbour Office, Beach Road, NR23 1AT
     Plattens Fish & Chip Shop, The Quay, NR23 1AH
     Police Station, Polka Road, NR23 1ED
     Recycling Centre, Warham Road, NR23 1NE
     Sailing Club, East End, NR23 1LE

If you are aware of any other 
locations in the NR23 area 
where there is a defibrillator, or 
if you find any inaccuracies in 
this list, please let us know.
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EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police    999
Ambulance   999
Fire    999
Coastguard / Lifeboat  999

NON-EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police    101
Flood co-ordinators   01328 710743
Environment Agency Floodline  0345 9881188
Wells Coastwatch   01328 710587
Wells Fire Station     0300 1231669
Wells Lifeboat Station  01328 710230

BANKS & BUILDING SOCIETIES
Barclays Bank, Fakenham  0345 7345345
HSBC, Fakenham   0345 7404404
Lloyds, Fakenham   0345 6021997
Nat West, Fakenham   0345 7888444

BUS & RAIL INFORMATION
Community Car Scheme  01485 210342
Dial A Bus   01553 776971
Lynx Bus Company   01553 611955
National Rail Enquiries  08457 484950
Sanders Coaches   01263 712800

CHURCHES
Church of England rector  01328 710628
Methodist Church   01328 711931
Congregational Church  07469 186208
Roman Catholic Church  01328 821353
Quaker Meeting House  01328 711387
Russian Orthodox   01328 820108
Churches Together   01328 713044

COUNCILS
Wells Town Council   01328 710564
Norfolk County Council  0344 800821
North Norfolk District Council  01263 513811

HEALTHCARE
Burnham Market Surgery  01328 737000
NHS Direct   111
N & N Hospital, Norwich  01603 286286
QEII Hospital, King’s Lynn  01553 613613
Red Cross   0808 1963651
Wells Community Hospital  01328 711996
Wells Health Centre   01328 710741

LIBRARIES
Fakenham Library   01328 862715
Wells Library   01328 710467

SCHOOLS
Alderman Peel High School  01328 710476
Fakenham Infants School  01328 864511

Fakenham Junior School  01328 862188
Fakenham Academy    01328 851039
Walsingham Primary School  01328 820265
Wells Primary School & Nursery  01328 710320

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Age UK Norfolk   0300 5001217
Chemist - David Jagger Ltd  01328 710239
Citizens Advice (Norfolk)  0800 1448848
Duncan Baker MP   020 72193000  
(constituency office number) 01692 557140
Funeral Directors (Suttons)  01328 710301
Norfolk Family Carers  01603 219924
Norfolk Debt Advice   01603 863582
Registration of births, deaths,  
marriages & civil partnerships  03244 8008020
Relate - marriage guidance  01603 625333
Tourist Information Centre  01328 710885
Veterinary surgery   01328 711022
Wells Maltings booking office  01328 839000
Wells Post Office   01328 710332

LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Carers Matter Norfolk  01328 710501
Elsmith Bowls Club   01328 713020
Fakenham Choral Society  01328 700165
Heritage House Care   01328 711333
Homes For Wells   01328 711703
Keep Fit Group   01328 730508
Lifeboat Guild   01328 711823
Local Archaeology   01328 711449
Local History Group   01328 710261
Screen-next-the-Sea   01328 710885
Sing For Joy   01263 479931
The Royal British Legion  07469 186208
Wells Art Group   01328 710208
Wells Bellringers   01328 710208
Wells In Bloom  01328 712158
Wells Brownies   07748 256714
Wells Carnival   01328 710014
Wells Community Theatre  01328 710208
Wells Discussion Group  01328 712158
Wells Football Club   01328 710907
Wells Friendship Club  07766 151715
Wells Good Companions 01328 711425
(formerly Wells Pensioners Association) 
Wells Harbour Office   01328 711646
Wells Maltings Trust   01328 711378
Wells Nelson Club   01328 711478
Wells Photographic Group  01328 856456
Wells Sailing Club   01328 712000
Wells Sea Cadets   07889 136430
Wells Town Tennis Club  07784872977
Wells Twinning Association  01328 711033
Wells United Charities  07764 406852
Women’s Institute   01603 624580

The Quay Directory

St. Nicholas,
Church Street, Wells
(Sunday & Wednesday 
services are streamed & 
uploaded to YouTube: 
St Nicholas Wells. 
Evening prayer is also 
held on Zoom)

St. Withburga, 
Holkham
(using Holkham Hall 
Chapel in winter)
All Saints, Wighton

All Saints, Warham & 
St. Mary’s, Warham

Church service times
Church of England: Revd. Brenda Stewart - 01328 710628

1st Sunday
2nd, 3rd, 4th Sunday
5th Sunday
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th Sunday
Wednesday
1st & 3rd Thursday
1st & 3rd Thursday

1st Sunday
3rd Sunday

2nd & 4th Sunday

Festivals & special events

1100
1100
1030
1830
1830
1830
1830
1830
1000
1000
1345

0930
0930

0930

Worship for All with music
Holy Communion with music
Benefice worship
Taizé worship with music
BCP Evening Prayer
Healing service
Celtic worship with music
BCP Evening Prayer
Holy Communion
Quiet prayer
Little Fishes parent & toddler group

Holy Communion with music
BCP Holy Communion with music

Holy Communion with music

See church notice boards for details

Methodist: Revd. Cliff Shanganya - 01328 862174
Theatre Road, Wells Sunday 1100 Morning worship

Evangelical Congregational: Revd. Neil Woodruff - 07469 186208
Clubbs Lane, Wells Sunday 1500 Sunday worship

Roman Catholic: Father Keith Tulloch - 01328 713044
Our Lady Star of the 
Sea, The Buttlands, 
Wells

Saturday
Thursday

1800
0930

Holy Mass
Holy Mass

Quakers: David Saunders - 01328 711085 (warden - 01328 711387)
Friends Meeting 
House, Church 
Street, Wells

Sunday
Thursday

1030
1700

Meeting for worship
Meeting for worship

•  Monday: 2pm – 6pm
• Tuesday: CLOSED
• Wednesday: 9am – 2pm
• Thursday: CLOSED
• Friday: 9am – 2pm 
• Saturday: 10am – 4pm
• Sunday:  Closed

www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries

Wells Library opening hours
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ACCOMMODATION & EATING OUT
Bang In Wells
Beach Café
Blue Skies Campsite
French’s Fish & Chips
Norfolk Hideaways
The Bowling Green
The Crown Hotel
The King’s Arms

BUSINESS SERVICES
Black Dog Computer Services Ltd
Continuum financial advisors
Declan Goode: Computer Services
Hayes + Storr Solicitors
Kathryn Gigg Chartered Accountants
NewPrint & Design
Timez Design
Wise Green Energy

DOMESTIC SERVICES
Masbo Cleaning

ESTATE AGENTS & LETTINGS
Belton Duffey
Sowerbys
Spalding and Co

FOOD & DRINK SUPPLIES
A & M Frary Shellfish Ltd
The Real Ale Shop
Whin Hill Cider

HEALTH & PERSONAL CARE
Chi Beauty and Therapeutic Treatment
David Jagger Ltd, Chemists
Foot Perfect
Gunthorpe Osteopaths
Heritage House Day Centre
Point’z of Interest Health & Wellbeing
Richards Opticians
The Beauty House
The Soap Shop

HOMES, INTERIORS & FASHION
Art & Design By Camilla
Gallery Plus
James Isaacs Stoves

Phillippa Kirby Soft Furnishings
Shoe Stop
Simon Leverett Carpets & Vinyls
The Old Station Pottery & Bookshop

HOME & GARDEN MAINTENANCE
AlarKris: Electrical & Security
Anglian Tree Works
A T Plumbing & Heating Services
Buckie Plumbing & Heating Services
David Thompson: Chimney Sweep
Finch Garden Design
JAB Systems: electrical installations
JMC Garden & Landscape Services
JRP Construction & Carpentry
KSP Decorators
Need A Carpenter?
North Norfolk Pest Control
North Point Property Care
NPM Builders & Property
Maintenance
PSB Consultancy & Design
R West Electrical
Ross Fulford - Brick & Stonework
Skip It - mini skip hire
S T Bespoke Decor
Tom Frary - Painter & Decorator
Tom Norman Gardening Services
Worzels Roofing

TRANSPORT & TRAVEL
Cockle Bay E-Bike Hire
Kenny Greenfield
PAS Mercedes Specialist
Scillitoe Bros Garage
Wells Bike Hire

OTHER
Coastal Pet Services
Country Dogs: dog grooming
Glaven Veterinary Practice
Holkham Estate
North Norfolk Music Festival
S T Sutton Funeral Directors
Wells Harbour Tours
Wells Maltings
Wells War Memorial Institute Club

The Quick Quay
A helpful index of our local business advertisers
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