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Wind farm operation ends in outer harbour
Church secures National Lottery support
New Chair for Homes for Wells
Call for Flood Wardens
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The Team: Roger Arguile - (acting) editor; Karen Clarke - advertising;
Charlie Bloor - finance; Steve Bingham - design & layout

Other members:  Katie Bloor, Jessica Curtis, Rachel Gilbert, Sarah Peberday, Carla Phillips 

After what seems like an age we are coming 
to the end of our first six months of producing 
the Quay. We actually took on the task at the 
end of March. We are not yet home and dry: 
financially we are on a knife edge, with high 
annual costs and low profits.

Colour printing is massively more expensive 
than black and white and more than forty pag-
es increases costs too. We are not profit-mak-
ing and most of us don’t get an honorarium. 
Sometimes people suggest that there is too 
much advertising; but that is our lifeblood. So, 
to our advertisers, old and new, we offer our 
hearty thanks. And we are not complaining. 
We know that what we do is valued so much 
so that when we get it wrong, people are not 
slow to tell us!

Delivery is an issue, as we know. One problem 
is that there are so many yards and flats with 
back entries known to postmen but not to our 
deliverers. We are working at it. It has been 
pointed out to me that no one will take on the 
editorship until I actually move out of the chair.  
That’s not a risk I am ready to take ...yet; but 
if anyone is interested to know what the job 

entails, please let me know. If you can read, 
write and type it’s not that difficult. 

November sees a Bonfire night without a bon-
fire, as you will have read last month; we have 
news of a possible volunteer but the issue 
of cars parked around the Buttlands seems 
pretty intractable. We live in a world of lawyers 
and insurance companies these days, not 
something that everyone is happy about. But 
Christmastide looks as if it will happen - a bit 
early for us religious folk but good for business 
and a cheer-up in dark days. 

The Neighbourhood Plan process reached an 
important stage last month with the consulta-
tion. Nearly 200 people came, which was grat-
ifying. The consultants are now in the process 
of collating the responses and we understand 
that the group hope to present a revised plan 
in the new year. 

Finally the Quay is not a newspaper - its lead 
times are too long - but it seems right to re-
cord the ending of the Sheringham Shoal wind 
farm support from Wells and Egmere and its 
effect on local employment.  RA

Welcome to The Quay

The next issue is due out on Thursday November 18th.
Please send copy for the Dec. issue to editorial@quaypublishing.co.uk no later than Oct. 29th.

Potential advertisers should contact advertising@quaypublishing.co.uk
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Christmas Around the World
Promoted by the Community Theatre Team who staged ‘CrossFire’
Saturday December 18th. 7.00pm

A Joyous Christmas Community Concert with 
songs and carols from around the world, plus 
music, voice, drama...and some sing-a-long.

It will be a social evening, sitting around 
tables with your friends & neighbours. Bar, 
nibbles and festive fun, live music to listen 
to & perhaps even a little ‘Rockin around the 

Christmas Tree’ for those eager to celebrate 
the spirit of Christmas in style!

The programme will be filled out in the Decem-
ber issue of The Quay. If you are someone 
who would like to get involved, play a musical 
instrument, have a favourite Xmas recitation 
or would like to sing or offer ideas, please 
contact Suzanne Rands (710208) or  David 
Saunders (711085).

Wells Flood Action Plan
By Mike & Marie Strong, joint flood warden co-ordinators

As global warming increases so does the 
possibility that the next major surge tide will 
increase in height.

If we were to have a tide of such height that 
all seven at-risk sectors needed warning and 
informing, our Flood Warden Team would be 
severely understaffed.

Why are the Flood Wardens so vital? Wells 
Flood Wardens are the essential interface be-
tween the Environment Agency (EA) and those 
residents living in flood risk homes. The EA 
via ‘Floodline’, its telephone warning service, 
sends text, telephone and email messages to 
at-risk residents up to twelve hours ahead of 
an incoming surge tide. Although it is good 
that residents are sent an early warning the 
messages do not and cannot identify how all 
properties could be affected.

It is the local knowledge of the team members, 
supplemented by knowledge of the GPS levels 
within risk areas that enables wardens to give 
greater clarity to residents.

Thus we need more Wells residents to join the 
team, enabling us to provide information to 
at-risk residents and keep them apprised of 
actions they need to take. Flood Wardens may 
only be called out once every few years but 
we need established Wardens who have the 
training and knowledge to do what is required 
when it is required.  

We need more general flood wardens but 
presently we have a vacancy for a clerical 
co-ordinator who would be stationed in the 
Bronze Control office - receiving and recording 
decisions given to Flood Wardens by residents 
eg. that they are remaining in their homes, 
have gone to the Evacuation Centre, gone to 
friends etc.. This is important to ensure every 
resident at risk is accounted for and nobody is 
left in danger.

Can you help? Better still scroll down your 
contacts list and see if you could engage a 
small group of friends to act as a team. You 
would be doing Wells a great service.

For information please ring 01328 710 743

Quo Vadis Aida? (15) is showing on Monday 
8th November at 7pm.

It is July 1995 in Bosnia, and teacher Aida is 
working as a translator for the UN when the 
Serbian army takes over her small town of 
Srebrenica and her family is among thousands 
seeking shelter in the UN camp. Aida finds 
herself the conduit for Serbian lies and UN 
equivocations - all of which leads to the inevi-
table tragic ending.

“After 25 years, the time has come to look 
again at the horror of Srebrenica, and Zbanic 
(director) has done this with clear-eyed com-
passion and candour.” Peter Bradshaw.
 
The French Dispatch (12A) has been delayed 
but will be screened on December 6th, so on 
22nd November at 7pm we are now showing 

The Nest (15).

It’s the 1980s and Rory and his wife Alison are 
leaving their suburban American home for a 
much grander house in Surrey. He has shaken 
off his working class origins and re-invented 
himself as a Gatsby-like ambitious investment 
banker, and she is American and works with 
horses. The marriage is already under strain 
so will the family survive the move, the house, 
and all that flows from it? Starring Jude Law 
and Carrie Coon and directed by Sean Durkin, 
this chilling story has a terrific balance of dark-
ness and humour.

Tickets are available on-line from www.wells-
maltings.org.uk and in person or by phone 
from the Visitors Information Centre 01328 
710885

Screen-next-the-Sea: November films
Cooking with Carla Phillips: Spicy Bean Salad
There are lots of different sorts of beans in 
this salad. You need at least three cans of 
different sorts, as well as fresh or frozen green 
beans. This dish is a great party piece, fine 
on a buffet, part of a family feast, great for a 
Boxing Day table. Because it is made with 
tins, it doesn’t require cooking or soaking and 
is energy-friendly and easy to prepare.

Don’t be put off by the strong flavours sug-
gested in this recipe. Beans are praiseworthy 
in so many ways, but their characteristic bland 
flavours and mealy textures need something 
strong to lift them out of dullness. This salad 
is appealing to look at as well as tasty, and it 
stores well in the fridge ready to reappear for 
several further servings.

Ingredients: 1 tin each of mixed beans, can-
nellini or white beans, chickpeas, and either 
kidney or black beans; 1 medium onion, finely 
chopped; 2-3 cloves of garlic; 2 chilli pep-

pers, deseeded if you dislike heat; the juice 
of 3 or 4 limes; a fistful of fresh coriander; 1 
level tablespoon of ground cumin; 220 ml of 
mayonnaise; 2 tblsp olive oil; 2 tablespoons 
of capers; either a package of frozen green or 
runner beans, or the equivalent of fresh beans, 
cooked and then chopped; 2 tablespoons of 
chopped parsley.

Method: First of all drain and strain the tinned 
beans. Save the juices for another use - they 
are very nutritious. Place the tinned beans in 
a large bowl and mix them together with the 
chopped onion. Now, blend, zap or process 
together the mayo, cumin, lime juice, garlic, 
chillies and coriander. Gradually trickle the 
olive oil. Mix this into the beans. Finally add 
the capers. Taste and add any seasoning (salt 
and pepper), then finally, before serving, stir in 
the green beans and the parsley. 

If you don’t enjoy this mixture - I’ll eat my hat! 

Wells Town Council meeting - October
A surprising issue which came before the 
Council was the current plague of rats on 
the allotments. They are, it seems, city rats 
which have grown in numbers because of the 
pandemic and have migrated to the country-
side where they can take advantage of warm 
compost heaps in order to breed. They like 
decking too!

The Council proposed a blitz of measures to 
reduce the population while recognising that 
the cost of such measures might have to be 
met by increasing rents for allotments which 
stand at present at £20 per annum.

Concern was also expressed about a squatter 
on public land on the Northfield Estate whose 
presence seemed to be becoming more 
and more permanent. The council agreed to 
request the District to remove the squatter ‘as 
soon as humanly possible’. 

The Council made grants to the Community 
Hospital, the Car Scheme and the CAB, heard 
that the Remembrance Day parade will go 
ahead enabled by the Lifeboat crew, and were 
appreciative of the work of the Paramedics 
in the town whose presence they would like 
to see year round, given the poor ambulance 
response times to the town. 
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Call us today 01328 710210 
www.hayesandstorr.co.uk

Your legal matters
in safe hands 
for generations
Hayes + Storr Solicitors handle a whole 
range of family, property and business 
legal matters with care and professionalism.

Fakenham | Holt | King’s Lynn | Sheringham | Swaffham | Wells by appointment

Stiffkey Road, Wells next the Sea, Norfolk NR23 1QB 
info@blueskiescampsite.co.uk • 07557 021660

Small, friendly, family campsite • Tents, touring caravans and motor homes 
Dogs and children welcome

All local hotels and B&Bs have 5 stars,  
Blue Skies Campsite has 8 million!

Making a will is an important part of lifetime 
legal planning, but where should you set out 
your wishes for small sentimental gifts or for 
funeral arrangements? How will you explain the 
decisions you made in your will? These are some 
of the questions we are asked when people want 
to make a will for the first time or wish to make 
provision for something out of the ordinary.
For your will to be legally binding, it must be 
worded using specific legal terminology which 
does not leave much scope for creativity or 
explanations.,

Alongside your will, you can write a letter of 
wishes in which you can express yourself in a 
more personal way. While such a letter is not 
legally binding, it does place a strong moral 
obligation for those involved in your will to follow 
your guidance.

One of the most common ways a letter of wishes 
is used is to leave small items, such as personal 
belongings, to certain beneficiaries without hav-
ing to include specific gifts in your will. Provided 
your will references the separate letter of wishes, 
this is a perfectly acceptable and even a com-
mon way of leaving such items. 

Your chosen beneficiaries will not be legally 
entitled to the items, but your executors should 
ensure that they receive them unless there is a 
very good reason why your wishes cannot be 
honoured.

Another popular use for a letter of wishes is to 
outline funeral wishes. A letter of wishes relating 
to your funeral can include preferences as to 

cremation or burial, instructions for your funeral 
service, or even who should be notified of your 
death and how they should be notified.

As well as offering the opportunity to express 
your wishes in relation to certain circumstances 
or specific gifts, a letter of wishes can also be 
used to explain why you have chosen to struc-
ture your will in the way you have.

For example, if you have left a greater share of 
your estate to one of your children or a charity, 
a letter of wishes can enable you to explain the 
decision more fully which may prevent or reduce 
discord between the family after your death. It 
will also provide evidence of your views should a 
claim be made against your estate.

A letter of wishes can be changed as often as 
needed, without you having to review your will 
each time, saving you time and money.

A letter of wishes is a useful aid in ensuring that 
your voice can continue to be heard after you 
have died. However it is important to remember 
that it will not be legally binding, and it is equally 
important to understand when a letter of wishes 
is and is not appropriate.

This article is for general information only and 
does not constitute legal or professional advice.

For any individual, family, property or business 
legal matter, contact Hayes + Storr
on 01263 712835
or email miranda.marshall@hayes-storr.com

Leaving a letter of wishes alongside your will
By Laura Weston, chartered legal executive, Hayes + Storr

Wells Christmastide Festival
The organising committee of the Wells 
Christmastide Festival is delighted to confirm 
that this year’s event will be going ahead as 
planned this year on Saturday 4th December.

A varied programme of entertainment is cur-
rently being finalised to cater for all the family, 
culminating with Santa’s arrival on The Quay 
and a spectacular firework display.

Craft stalls will be running in Wells Maltings 
on Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th December, 
and anyone wishing to apply for a stall should 
contact Mel Catton on 07881-876158.

In addition, this year’s festival will also feature 
carol singing on The Buttlands on Friday 3rd 
December, commencing at 5.30pm. All ages 
are welcome.
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North Point Property Care  
 

Property & Garden maintenance  

PAT Testing & much more.  

Contact 
Daniel Money 07570234891  

info@northpointpropertycare.co.uk 
www.northpointpropertycare.co.uk 

We are back!

We have had a fantastic four weeks back 
at school. As we all know regulations have 
been relaxed, bubbles are gone and our 
school community is back together. School 
is incredibly busy for all staff and students as 
everything we have had to postpone restarts 
again. The list below of the last twenty days 
demonstrates this clearly:

• GCSE Theatre Trip to Nottingham to see 
Blood Brothers

• Visiting Poet: Briony Bax 
• North Norfolk Judo Visit to school with 

demonstration and “have a go” sessions
• Ex-student Sergeant Major Harry McKin-

non assembly
• New Head Boy, Head Girl and Prefects 

are now in post
• Ski trip 2023 Launched
• Residential at Hilltop for all Year 8 stu-

dents
• Residential at Hilltop for all Year 8 stu-

dents
• Our extra-curricular programme is up and 

running again with SIXTY EIGHT clubs 
taking place per week

• School Parliament has re-launched with 
the support of Ex-student Fee Robinson

• Year 9 Rugby tournament at North Walsh-
am Rugby Club

• 22 year ten students passed a Level 1 
Qualification in The Arts

Alongside this, the most important thing is 
that the restrictions around handling books 

have been relaxed, meaning that staff can 
now handle students’ books to look at while 
at work and assess in more detail, something 
we have all found frustrating during the past 
eighteen months.

On Thursday 30 September we held our 
annual Open Evening for parents and year six 
students looking to join us in September 2022. 

It was a fantastic evening demonstrating what 
we do. Thank you to all the volunteer staff and 
students who attended and represented us 
so well. It was a busy evening with both the 
hall and the balcony full of prospective APHS 
students and their families.

If you have a child in year six please remember 
to complete the online preferences by the 31st 
October 2021.

As I write this we are three days away from 
our Celebration of Academic Success Evening 
which will take place in the Lady Elizabeth 
Wing at Holkham. Thank you again to all the 
staff at Holkham who support us so well, par-
ticularly with this event as from memory it has 
been postponed at least three times during the 
past eighteen months.

And we have had new windows fitted and a 
new roof on part of the building too: Apart 
from all of this it has been quite quiet!

Thank you to our wonderful community who 
have supported us so well and continue to do 
so. We are definitely back and loving it!

Alderman Peel High School news
By Alastair Ogle, principal

A little more history - the population of Wells
By Mike Welland
At the time of the last census in 2011 there 
were fewer residents in Wells next the Sea 
than there were living in the town almost 300 
years earlier. While that may be surprising to 
many readers it may not be such a surprise 
to them that the number of residents is still 
declining at a remarkable rate.

Between the dates of the taking of the last 
two census returns the resident population 
declined by almost 300 or roughly 12 percent.

This is a typical reflection of many attractive 
small towns and villages in the region, but 
seemingly higher in Wells than other areas. 
The population increased rapidly between 
1700 and 1750, and in the census taken in 
1757 it stood at approximately 2400.

The next census taken house-by-house by the 
town curate and historian Samuel Horsfall in 
1793, produced a figure of 2310 residents, a 
reduction explained by the number of male in-
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I have been fascinated by the weather since being a 
teenager, and the reason is that it is always surprising 
us. After a relatively dry first half of the month, Tuesday 
14th September dumped 27mm of rain on us during the 
afternoon. This seemed rather a lot to me, and I couldn’t 
remember when it had been anything like as wet.

Looking back through my records I found that it had been the wettest day of 2021 so far. But 
then only five days later, on Sunday the 19th we had 34.5mm. So, the record for the wettest 
day had already been exceeded, as had my monthly 30-year September average of 59mm from 
those two days alone. 

And the temperatures were equally odd. The four days from the 6th to the 9th all had higher 
temperatures than anything recorded in August. Hardly surprising, because the first ten days 
or so of the month were sunny as well as warm, in marked contrast to dreary August. I get the 

Wells Weather Watch
September 2021. By Keith Leesmith

Max. Temperature  28.6C  Wed 8th 
Min. Temperature  8.3C  Thu 30th
Rainfall Total  80.1mm  for Sept.
Wettest Amount  34.5mm  Sun 19th
Min. Pressure  1008.7mb Thu 9th
Max. Pressure  1032.7mb Wed 1st
Max. Wind Speed  20mph  Wed 29th

Average atmospheric pressure in 
UK is 1013.25mb 

My average rainfall for September 
is 59mm

Average rainfall for September at 
Weybourne (Met Office) is 52m

Average rainfall for September at 
Marham (Met Office) is 55.3mm

impression that it has something to do with the children 
returning to school. The

Real Ale .
Finest selection of Norfolk bottle conditioned 
Real Ales and our very own Malt Coast Craft 

Craft Beer

Branthill Farm 
Wells-next-the-Sea  
Norfolk NR23 1SB

www.therealaleshop.co.uk
info@therealaleshop.co.uk 

01328710810

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Beer freshly brewed here on the farm.

habitants at sea or in the military and involved 
in the Napoleonic wars. That total was almost 
200 more than were resident in the town in 
2011. Between the date of the 1793 census 
and 1830 there was an increase of just over 
600 in the population, and by the mid 1850s it 
had reached a peak of 3675.

With the arrival of the railway, the decline in 
shipbuilding and its associated trades like 
rope making, together with the agricultural 
problems existing at that time, there followed 
a rapid decline in population. Not only did 
large numbers of labouring families move to 
find employment in the mills of the Midlands 
and the North, another group looked for a 
better life overseas. Emigration to America, 
Australia and the colonies was encouraged, 
with large incentives of land and assisted 
passage offered.

Many local families whose ancestors had lived 
in Wells for generations left for pastures new. 
In less than 50 years the population declined 

by over 1200, or more than a third.  In 1851 
the town contained 936 houses with its popu-
lation of 3675.  
By contrast, in 2020 the figure of total 
residential dwellings was almost 1500. The 
percentage of second home owners was given 
as 34% in 2019. This figure is still rising and 
streets that were once bustling with residents 
going about their business sometimes seem to 
be full of strangers.

Houses in Wells are not now affordable to a 
majority of the community. Accelerating the 
decline in the population is that some estab-
lished residents have moved to other areas 
such as Fakenham either out of necessity or 
choice. Homes for Wells are doing their best 
for the residents, but have an uphill task. 

When at its peak the population of Wells could 
rely on sixteen bakers shops, twelve butchers, 
and numerous grocers and drapers shops 
etc., there are now only one of each operated 
by long established families of the town. 
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Clubs and Societies
Nelson Club  
In case you don’t know we are a club for older 
and isolated people. We are very inclusive and 
are more than happy to welcome wheel chair 
users and those who can’t normally get out.  

Meetings recommenced on 16th September 
with our AGM and it was lovely to see so many 
happy smiling faces. Our November meetings 
will be held at the Wells Community Hospital 
on 4th November with Fakenham Ukes and a 
talk by Simon Prince from the Wells Communi-
ty Hospital on 18th November.

New members are always welcome and trans-
port may be available. Please contact Sandra 
on 07775 424559 or Adrian on 07990 026839 
for more details.

Wells Sailing Club
September was a busy time for Wells Sailing 
Club, both socially and for sailing. We held 
our New Members lunch in the middle of the 
month for which we received a good turnout. 
It was lovely to meet new members and to 
introduce them to some of the old-timers.

Towards the end of the month, we enjoyed 
three days racing at Brancaster Staithe with 
the sailing club there. The British Sharpie 
Championships and the Les Dye Trophy (also 
Sharpie class) were competed for in mixed 
weather conditions, challenging all those who 
took part. There were a few capsizes on the 
first day, but all were happy to get back into 
their boats for the remainder of the racing. 
Our hosts invited us to a meal on the Saturday 
evening and we all appreciated the time spent 
socialising with our Brancaster friends, most 
of them not seen since before lockdown.

We were delighted that the British Cham-
pionship was won by Chris Gibbs and his 
17-year-old daughter Maddie, from our own 
Wells Sailing Club. We are happy to welcome 
keen sailors as new members so, if this is you, 
please email the club secretary at sec.wells.
sailing@gmail.com, or visit https://wellssailing-
club.co.uk/apply/ to download an application 
form. 

Wells Tennis Club 
Don’t worry you haven’t missed the boat! 
Despite the Emma Raducanu effect we still 

have room for you to join us and enjoy playing 
tennis this autumn. Our popular beginners and 
improvers group meet on Fridays at 10am, £4 
per session. It’s a very sociable group and is 
open to all adults; you don’t need to be a club 
member.

After the exhausting workout (!?) there is 
plenty of time for coffee and homemade cake.  
We can lend you a racquet if you don’t want 
to buy one just yet and although you need 
non-marking trainers, that is, ones without 
black soles, you don’t need fancy tennis kit. 

If you would like to come along and see if 
we are the club for you then join us at a club 
session on Sunday morning at 10 am or on 
Wednesday afternoons from 2 pm. You can 
come along for three visits before we ask 
you to become a member. You will be made 
very welcome. For more information visit our 
website. Just type Wells Town Tennis Club into 
your browser. We Hope to see you on court 
soon.

Wells Mens’ Shed 
The lovely September weather meant our 
shedders could work outside and create 
some larger scale projects. We are now in the 
final stages of building the pole lathe which 
should be operational soon. We are all looking 
forward to learning the art of woodturning. 
We have a very basic selection of woodturn-
ing gauges so if anyone has some redundant 
woodturning tools, please get in touch - we 
would be very grateful. Condition doesn’t 
matter as we can restore them. 

Another large scale project currently under 
construction is a Garden Pod. With the latest 
trend to get out in the garden what better way 
to sit and enjoy it than from a garden pod. We 
are using recycled materials and can custom-
ise them to your requirements so come along 
to the Mens’ Shed and see for yourself. 

There is also a photograph on the News Blog 
page of our website which gives you a flavour 
of what we are making. We are still finding 
time to support community activities and we 
were pleased to support the highly successful 
Crossfire Community Play and erecting the 
scaffolding to display the Neighbourhood Plan 
meeting banner.
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We rely on the kindness of donations to cover 
our overheads and would like to take this 
opportunity to thank those who have donat-
ed useful items we can use. It’s very much 
appreciated.

We are still recruiting more members so if 
you’d like to learn more the kettle is always on 
so please pop down to the Shed or visit our 
website for more details http:www.wellsnext-
theseamensshed.weebly.com, or email us at 
mensshedwells@gmail.com

Wells Croquet Club 
We are delighted to announce that we are 
working with the Elsmith Bowls club to re-in-
state the Wells Croquet club at the grounds off 
Mill Road. The cost of lawn maintenance has 
been a difficult issue, but new interested par-
ties have promised to join as members, and 
this has given us a chance to raise sufficient 
funds. 

Work will be undertaken this autumn to pre-
pare the lawn and we will be able to play from 
April to October 2022. Please consider joining, 
as a playing or non-playing member, as it will 
enable us to once again offer the facilities for 
this great game that provides gentle exercise, 
friendly competition and good company.

We will keep you up to date through The Quay 
magazine, but if you would like any further 
information or to express an interest, please 
contact Linda 01328 711848 Lindsay 01328 
710558, or Marilyn 01328 710963. 

Wells United Charities 
Please come and support our Christmastide 
stall in the Maltings, 4th -5th December. First 
prize in our raffle will be a beautiful quilt, made 
by local quilt maker Gill Lupin. We are looking 
for crafts to sell on our stall, so if you are a lo-
cal crafter and you would like to support WUC 
by donating items you have made, please 
contact Jean Davies on 01328 711476.

The same weekend we will be displaying a 
tree at the Christmas Tree Festival in the Con-
gregational Hall on Clubbs Lane.

Our Annual General Meeting will take place 
on Wednesday 3rd November, at 6pm in the 
hall at Alderman Peel High School. If you are 
a member of WUC, you are entitled to attend 
and hear all about the work we have done in 

the last year. If you wish to become a member, 
please download a form from our website 
www.wellsunitedcharities.org.uk or collect one 
from Jagger’s Chemist. 

Wells Local History Group
We are still meeting on Zoom at present. So 
if you would like to attend, let Keith Leesmith 
know and he will send you the invitation.

The November meeting features Elizabeth 
Scott who is one of the curators of Blickling 
Hall, former home of the Boleyn family, and 
which stands on the road to Aylsham. It’s 
very much part of national history though the 
present building dates from the seventeenth 
century long after the execution of Henry VIII’s 
second wife, Ann Boleyn who was born there 
in 1505. 

Women’s Institute
As mentioned in the October report, we had a 
“normal” meeting in September and another in 
October. It was such a joy to be able to meet 
properly again. We also held a lunch in the Hall 
during September for members, the first since 
February 2020 - nineteen months! Luckily the 
weather was kind so we could keep the Hall 
very well ventilated all the time. That will be 
an interesting problem to solve as the weather 
cools, but we will sort something out;  the WI 
is renowned for ingenuity. By the time you 
read this our Apple Day Market on October 
23rd may have come and gone, the first 
proper one for two autumns. It’s hard work but 
both customers and producers enjoy it and it 
is really lovely to feel some sense of normal 
routine returning along with friendly faces and 
good cheer.

Our November meeting is also our AGM which 
has to be held to comply with the Charity 
Commission regulations - we were let off last 
year. Our AGM is not a lengthy affair so we 
do have a speaker at this meeting. It will be 
Adrian Underwood (husband of our secretary) 
who has had a very varied and interesting life 
in Education.

December means Christmas - parties - food 
etc. Our December meeting will be a party and 
our Christmas Lunch is booked at the Bowling 
Green, so we just hope that our plans are 
not disrupted again. If you would like to find 
out more about Wells WI ring Carol Green on 
01328 712078.

News from the Anglican Churches
By Revd. Brenda Stewart, Rector
We’re now properly into autumn and making 
tentative plans for Christmas, including carol 
services!

Meanwhile, whilst I have good memories of 
last year’s outdoor acts of Remembrance, 
we will be back to our normal Remembrance 
commemorations on November 14th: 9.15am 
at Holkham war memorial followed by service 
in church, 10.55am Wighton war memorial 
followed by service in church, 1.00pm at 
Warham and 2.15pm at Wells war memorial 
followed by service at St Nicholas at 3.00pm.

I’m pleased to report that four couples in Sep-
tember had beautiful weather for their wed-
ding days and we wish Emily & Jack, Rebecca 
& Matthew, Sophie & Harry and Johanna & 
Jake well in their married lives together. We’ve 
also had three joyful family occasions as 
children have been brought for baptism. Mila 
Hart and Arabella Lear from Wells and Lila Bix 

from Warham have been welcomed into the 
Christian family and we wish their parents and 
godparents joy as they support them on their 
journey of faith. On a sadder note, we have 
had the funeral of Wendy Yarham from Wells.

We’re delighted that Crossfire, the recently 
staged community play, raised £3000 towards 
the restoration fund - thanks again to all 
concerned.

The Community Craft Market at St Nicholas’ 
Church is re-starting on 20th November from 
10.30 -12.30.  A wide variety of hand-craft-
ed Items will be on sale plus refreshments 
including bacon rolls. You will be made very 
welcome.

If you wish to book a stall please contact Mar-
garet Sheppard on 07905422151 .We charge 
10% of your takings as a donation to Church 
funds.

Did you know?
The fragrant pine woodland from Burnham 
Overy Staithe to Wells-next-the-Sea that 
backs the beach is entirely man-made!

In the late 19th century, the 2nd Earl of 
Leicester, of Holkham Hall, planted three miles 
of sand with Corsican pines trees to stabilise 
the dunes, hold back the sea and secure the 

fresh-water marshes where his cattle grazed.

Before then the tidal 
creeks were wide 
enough for sips to 
load cargo from a 
staithe, or quay, in 
Holkham village itself!

Wind farms and the outer harbour
The Wells Wind farm operation from the outer 
harbour came to an end at the beginning of 
October. Apparently Equinor, the operator of 
Dudgeon and Sheringham Shoal offshore wind 
farms, have combined the operations for both 
wind farms into one hub in Great Yarmouth. 

It means the end of the Sheringham Shoal 
operational team and its partners operating at 
Egmere, near Wells, and about thirty positions 
have moved from Egmere as part of the move.

It will mean an end to the sight of the support 
vessels going out to sea and the regular trips 
of the Frank T carrying supplies.

Robert Smith, Harbour Master, responded 
“As disappointing as it is that Equinor have 
decided to change their business model and 
are leaving Wells, this has not come as any 
major surprise as the Port has been expecting 
this announcement for approximately eighteen 
months.”

“During this time we have been exploring 
other business opportunities for the Port that 
could possibly fill the void that the wind farm 
operators’ departure will leave. As much as 
this news will bring new challenges, from 
these challenges it will also bring exciting new 
opportunities for the future of the Port.”
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I am delighted 
to have been 
elected as the 
new chair of the 
Homes for Wells 
Board. I must say 
a huge thank you 
to David Fennell 
who has served as 
our chair for four 
years. David has 
worked tirelessly 
and under his 
leadership our property portfolio has doubled 
to 30.  He leaves me with an organisation in 
good shape - our financial position is strong, 
and our Board members – all volunteers - are 
committed to our aims.

A bit about me: I was born in Stockton-on-
Tees, my former partner describes me as 
having good northern common sense!  I went 
to London to go to university and never man-
aged to escape – until now. I am a solicitor 
and a founding partner of a law firm which I 
managed for over 30 years growing to over 
200 people. My passion was creating a great 
place to work. I retired as a partner this year 
and I now work freelance coaching law firm 
leaders. I first came to Wells in 2018 to view a 
house for my retirement - my dream was to be 
able to walk my dog on the beach every day.  
It was love at first sight - first with the harbour, 
then with the beach and finally with the house. 
When I bought my home what I did not know 
was that I had just contributed to a problem 
for Wells.

Yet another lovely home snapped up with 
money earned in London at a price that would 
be unaffordable to most who worked in Wells. 
In lockdown the second homes and holiday 
cottages were all empty. When I was walking 
my dog in the evening it became apparent 
how few homes were permanently occupied.  
Sometimes I saw no more than half a dozen 
properties with lights on. The streets were ee-
rily dark. I now know that over 40% of homes 
in Wells are second homes or holiday lets.

I was keen to play my part in the community 
and when I read in The Quay that Homes for 
Wells were keen to have new board members, 

I thought this might be a good fit for me. If I’m 
honest, there was also a feeling that this was 
a good way to assuage my guilty conscience.  
I wanted to be part of the housing solution for 
Wells not part of the problem. I am committed 
to playing my part in helping Wells to thrive.

Homes for Wells is a Charitable Community 
Benefit Society. We exist to provide afforda-
ble accommodation for the people of Wells, 
Stiffkey, Wighton, Holkham and Warham. We 
prioritise applications from key workers and 
their families - it is the people who live and 
work here who keep this town alive. If local 
people can’t afford to live here, we will begin 
to lose essential amenities - shops, doctors, 
schools etc.. This summer many of our local 
businesses have had difficulty finding staff. 

If you share our vision to keep Wells a thriving 
year-round community by providing afforda-
ble accommodation for local people, please 
support us. Our supporters contribute in many 
ways ranging from gifts of property to small 
regular standing orders. Some owners of hol-
iday lets donate a week’s rent or their saved 
council tax. We are grateful to them all. Please 
see our website for more ways to contribute.  

If you want more news we are reviving the 
Homes for Wells email newsletter - if you 
would like to receive this and emails with 
details of our events, please email Karen and 
ask to be added to the mailing list. I promise 
we will not send you more than one email 
each month.

If you might like to join our Board, we are now 
looking for new Board members. We par-
ticularly need experience in property (ideally 
a surveyor) and fundraising. We welcome all 
applications from people who have some time 
to devote to our cause. If you are interested, 
please email me and we can fix a time to 
chat. If you would like to know more about us, 
please contact me or our team:

Lynne Burdon - Chair 
lynne.burdon@homesforwells.com
Jane Berwick - General Manager
jane.berwick@homesforwells.com
Karen Clarke - Fundraiser
karen.clarke@homesforwells.com 

Homes For Wells
By Lynne Burdon, Chair

Wighton news
Budding artists have a chance to discover 
new skills on a Watercolour Class for Begin-
ners which is taking place in the Village Hall. 
November’s workshop is already full but there 
are places on the second session which is 
scheduled for Friday 10th December, from 
10am-12pm at £15 per person including 
materials. All interested in participating should 
contact Debbie Fisher (s_fish@live.co.uk). 

A reminder that village Quiz Nights have 
resumed on the last Friday of the month. The 
next one takes place on Friday 29th October 
in the village hall. Doors open at 7.30pm and 
the quiz starts at 8pm, finishing by around 
9pm. Either come with a ready-made group 
or join up with a friendly team on arrival. 
Entrance is £2 and there is a raffle. Snacks 
and soft drinks are available or bring your own 
alcoholic drinks.

There are questions for everyone and it’s 
always a fun and sociable occasion. Proceeds 
to village hall funds. Congratulations to the 
winners of September’s 100 Club draw. These 
were Noah Forbes, Stacy Dack and John 
Stannard.

Finally, an update on the latest progress in our 
efforts to improve our community facilities in 
Wighton. For those who don’t know the histo-
ry of our much-loved “recreation hut”, with its 
corrugated iron exterior and wood-panelled 
interior, the building started life as a tempo-
rary, prefabricated classroom at Wells-next-
the-Sea school.

It was transferred (by horse and cart) to 
Wighton in 1939 and was expected to last a 
maximum of 25 years. Hard work by villagers 
over decades has more than tripled its life 
expectancy and during its very long lifetime 
it has hosted countless village events. Even 
now, despite its inevitable deterioration, the 
building is still central to our communal village 
life as the events listed above illustrate. 

However, after a village-wide consultation 
back in 2018 (before the world went pear-
shaped), it was unanimously agreed that this 
ageing construction was no longer fit for pur-
pose and that it was time to build a new “Hall 
for All” in Wighton.

A Project Group was formed by the Wighton 
Village Hall Committee to identify an appro-
priate design that would meet the needs of 
Wighton community and local area. By March 
2020, the Project Group had agreed plans 
and secured the promise of a hugely gener-
ous £100,000 pledge towards the rebuilding 
costs.  

Fast forward to autumn 2021 and the Project 
Group has just submitted an application to 
Norfolk County Council’s Social Infrastructure 
funding scheme for its maximum grant of 
£250,000. This grant has been made available 
to voluntary and non-profit making groups 
to support new initiatives and projects which 
help strengthen local communities in the 
county. The NCC is expected to announce its 
decision in early October.

Methodist Church news
By Sue Scoles
Wells is fortunate to be able to have a service 
every Sunday at 11 o’clock. There is also a 
short service on a Wednesday morning at 
10.30.

For those who for whatever reason are not 
able to come to church, there is a printed ser-
vice sheet provided by the circuit. If you would 
like a copy please get in touch with Sadie 
Spalding who will be pleased to print you one.

We held a very successful Harvest Festival 
followed by a delicious lunch. A collection of 

£135.00 was taken and sent to the charity The 
World is my Foundation which was set up to 
provide educational and welfare support to 
disadvantaged children in the UK and Zimba-
bwe. Locally the charity supports Holt youth 
club and Action for Children.

Fresh food was delivered to Scarborough 
House and several bags of dried food collect-
ed for harvest festival were taken to the food 
bank at the cottage hospital. They are most 
grateful for any donations.
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HOT WATER    HEATING    ELECTRICITY

ENERGY THAT WON'T
C O S T  T H E  E A R T H

Contact us for a free, no obligation consultation to
find out how you can benefit from renewable energy

01603 574185
www.wisegreenenergy.co.uk
info@wisegreenenergy.co.uk

Renewable energy solutions for

We are looking to expand our portfolio
With a local and enthusiastic team, Norfolk Hideaways are well placed 

to make the process of sharing your holiday home easy and enjoyable. 
We are dedicated to managing your property with the same care

and attention you would and with tailored services to suit your needs, 
you can be as involved as you like.

Please call us on 01328 887 658 or email newowners@norfolkhideaways.co.uk
norfolkhideaways.co.uk

We are looking to expand our portfolio
With a local and enthusiastic team, Norfolk Hideaways are well placed 

to make the process of sharing your holiday home easy and enjoyable. 
We are dedicated to managing your property with the same care

and attention you would and with tailored services to suit your needs, 
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Call Outs during September 

4 September
On the afternoon of 4 September, Wells 
inshore lifeboat crew went to the assistance 
of four people cut on the west side of Wells 
beach on a disappearing spit of sand on the 
incoming tide. 

7 September
On the afternoon of 7 September, Wells 
inshore lifeboat crew went to the aid of 
two people cut off by the incoming tide 
on the west side of Wells beach for the 
second time in three days. 

17 September
On the afternoon of 17 September, 
Wells all-weather lifeboat crew went 
to the aid of a 27ft cruiser with engine 
failure. The vessel was adrift a mile and 
a half off Blakeney point with a crew 
of three. The lifeboat arrived alongside 
and after assessing the situation, towed 
the vessel and crew to Wells Harbour 
where it was safely moored.

18 September
Just after midnight on 18 September, Wells 
all-weather lifeboat crew went to the assis-
tance of a 14m fishing vessel with crew of 
two. The boat had had put out a Mayday call, 
as she was taking on water and in danger of 
sinking.

Due to the severity of the incident, Skegness 
all-weather lifeboat and the Coastguard Res-
cue Helicopter were also tasked to the inci-
dent. The Rescue Helicopter arrived on scene 
first and circled overhead whilst both Lifeboats 
put crew members onboard the fishing boat 
and rigged up two salvage pumps which 
quickly reduced the water level, enabling the 
helicopter to stand down.

With the vessel stabilised, a tow line was 
rigged from the Wells Lifeboat, and the boat 
was towed back to a safe mooring in Wells 
Harbour. Skegness Lifeboat escorted the 
Wells Lifeboat and fishing vessel back toward 
Wells fairway.

At 4am, when safely in the approaches 
to Wells Harbour, the Skegness Lifeboat 
recovered her salvage pump from the fishing 
vessel and returned to Skegness. The fishing 
vessel was then put on a drying mooring in 
the harbour and the lifeboat crew assisted in 
tightening up the leaking stern gland before 
returning to the Boathouse. 

Lifeboat House Build
There is a remarkable difference to the new 
building from last month to this. The plyboard 
forming the walls and windows has been fixed 
on both the east and west elevations, and 
over the coming months the insulation and 
cladding will be fixed to this. Some temporary 
polythene is being attached over the window 
spaces to provide protection for those working 
over the cold winter months. The floor joists 
have been fixed in place and the roof ceiling 
has been cladded. 

Lifesaving Work
Our volunteer crew continue to train and 
attend practice launches on a fortnightly basis. 
The next dates, subject to operations, are 
Sunday 24 October at 8am and Thursday 4 
November at 5.30pm. The public are welcome 
to watch from the safety of the shore.

Safety Messages
Walkers and beach goers being 
cut off by the tide is the number 
one reason for lifeboat call outs 
across the country. Of the 33 

Wells Lifeboat Station news
Local people play a vital role in saving lives at sea 
and keeping our beaches safe

people that Wells lifeboats have rescued this 
year so far, 16 were people cut off by the tide. 
Please ensure you check the tide times when 
enjoying the coastline this autumn. 

The Wells Lifeboat Guild
Our Christmas Bazaar is taking place in the 
Congregational Hall, Clubbs Lane on Saturday 
6 November, 10am to 1pm.

RNLI Christmas Cards and calendars will be 
for sale and there will also be a homemade 
cake stall, raffle, Christmas crafts, handmade 
bags, tombola and a few fun games to take 
part in as well as some light refreshments.

If you have any prizes you would like to donate 
to either our raffle or tombola, or you are able 
to make something for our cake stall, please 
contact Sandra King on 01328 711823. 
General Information

For more information about RNLI Wells Life-
boat Station, events, or being a member of 
our team, please contact 01328 710230, see 
www.wellslifeboat.org 

If you would like to donate, please visit our 
‘JustGiving’ page: justgiving.com/fundraising/
rnli-wells

Postbag
Dear Editor
Most of you will know of Tim Stocker’s death, 
in early September, after a long illness which 
he bore uncomplainingly. I have been over-
whelmed by the many cards and messages 
that I have received and also the huge support 
at his funeral service at Cromer. Thank you so 
much.

I also have to thank Tucky and Tasha and their 
staff at The Eddy and Ollies for their kind-
ness and care, doing a brilliant job of looking 
after us that afternoon. Wells Health Centre, 
Becky the Community matron and Andy our 
very local paramedic on a bike all deserve my 
enormous gratitude for their help through a 
difficult time. Some people say Wells is not the 
place it used to be. I have to disagree. It is a 
warm, loving, kind and supportive town. I am 
so pleased I live here.
Carolyn Stocker

Dear Editor
In providing your tacit support for the Club’s 
planning application (Quay October) you may 
not be fully aware of neighbourhood concerns. 
Houses and gardens are within a few metres 
of the proposed development and a signifi-
cant increase in noise pollution is inevitable. 
Occasional more disturbing incidents and the 
lack of response from the Club reinforce our 
objections.

For example, a Public Order Act offence 
(extreme racist language) was committed as 
people were leaving following the Euro Final. 
A few weeks later we experienced anti-social 
behaviour on a Saturday evening (two men 

shouting through traffic cones and a third 
vomiting). Both incidents have been reported 
to the relevant authorities and the Club. We 
have not heard anything from the Club.

Please do not turn this into ‘Us and Them’. 
Holiday Let, Second Home or Resident is 
irrelevant. What matters is being a good 
neighbour.  
Philip Glanfield, Red Lion Yard 

Dear Editor 
On behalf of Susanne and myself I would like 
to say a big thank you to everyone who spon-
sored us on the 10km Cancer Research UK 
Shine Night Walk on September 4th 2021. 

The total raised was an amazing £1879.00 for 
Lymphoma Research. I would like to thank 
everyone for their kind messages of support 
over the last 22 months and also to thank 
James, Sue and the Team at the Pharmacy for 
all their hard work during a very difficult time. 
Thank you all again.
David Jagger 

Dear Editor
I write to congratulate all involved with the 
production of CrossFire on an excellent 
production. Production values were high and 
so many local people, who were involved and 
performed on stage and off stage, contributed 
to what were professional standards of perfor-
mance by a majority of amateur enthusiasts. It 
was riveting and a great tribute to the history 
of Wells.
Adrian Underwood
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Church secures National Lottery support
St Nicholas Church in Wells-next-the-Sea 
secures National Lottery support

Wells Parochial Church Council has been 
awarded a National Lottery Heritage Fund 
Grant of £286,100 for restoration work and to 
deliver a range of new activities at St Nicholas 
Church, Wells-next-the-Sea.

The project will safeguard the building, which 
is on Historic England’s ‘Heritage At Risk 
Register’, and will deliver innovative activities, 
including a new interpretive scheme exploring 
the heritage of the building and its church-
yards, enabling the church to forge stronger 
links with the wider community.

The church is a Grade II* building situated in 
the central Conservation Area of the town of 
Wells-next-the-Sea. Originally built in the13th 
century, with a large scale restoration taking 
place around 1460, it was destroyed by a 
devastating fire in 1879. The medieval tower, 
most of the external walls and the south porch 
survived the fire and the church was re-built 
in 1883.

Working with key partners to establish St 
Nicholas as a heritage and well-being hub for 
the town, the funding will deliver new activi-
ties such as a Heritage Detective Trail and a 
new well-being conservation area within the 
churchyard in partnership with the Norfolk 
Wildlife Trust. The scheme will also link to and 
support the popular Heritage Centre at Wells 
Maltings and will deliver public events such 
as heritage well-being days in partnership 
with Wells Community Hospital Trust, and 
Conservation Skills Days where people will be 

able to meet the project team to learn about 
the conservation skills used to restore both 
the building and 
churchyard.

The project will 
also reduce the 
building’s carbon 
footprint by installing secondary glazing to 
some windows and introducing a cycle stand 
in the churchyard to encourage visitors to 
cycle (or walk!) to the church.

Commenting on the award, Revd. Brenda 
Stewart said “We’re delighted that we’ve 
received this support and would like to say 
a huge thanks to National Lottery players. St 
Nicholas Church has always been such an 
important building in Wells-next-the-Sea and 
it’s great to know that we will now be preserv-
ing it for future generations of local people and 
visitors to our town. We’re also very excited 
about the project’s activities and interpreta-
tion, including the habitat conservation and 
well-being activities planned in the church-
yard. We are very grateful that this has been 
made possible by money raised by National 
Lottery players.”

Liz Bates, Head of Investment, Midlands & 
East said: “We are delighted that our funding 
award will support St Nicholas Church to 
remain an important heritage building and 
continue as a vital and vibrant community hub. 
A huge thanks to National Lottery players for 
their support of this restoration project and the 
new activities, that will impact positively on 
the health and well-being of the people who 
live in Wells-next-the-Sea and beyond.”

Continuum (Financial Services) LLP, Falcon House,
Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth, PL7 5JY
T: +44 (0)345 643 0770 E: info@mycontinuum.co.uk
www.mycontinuum.co.uk

Registered address. As Above. Registered in England and Wales.
OC393363

Continuum is a trading name of Continuum (Financial Services) LLP
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Continuum (Financial Services) LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership.

Make Your
Finances
Simple

T:  01603 879875
M: 07787 561087
peter@mycontinuum.co.uk
www.mycontinuum.co.uk

For a comprehensive
solution contact
Peter Barton DipFA MAQ
Independent Financial Adviser

UUU

Award winning, 
experienced, local 
family-run Norfolk 
Building Contractors
Specialising in adaptations & repairs; enabling you to live 
as independently as possible in your own home.  

Contact us for more details 
E: info@chasdallflatt.co.uk   
T: 01553 772 260
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Proud to be your award winning 
Property Specialists 
in Wells-next-the-Sea 

The Granary, The Quay, Wells-next-the-Sea, NR23 1JT 
wells@sowerbys.com   01328 711711  

www.sowerbys.com 
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07771 874997 • 01328 713002 • www.npmbuilders.co.uk

 • Painting and decorating • UPVC windows and doors •  
• Wall and floor tiling • Gate and fencing repairs and installation •  

• Electrical and plumbing work • Lock and glass replacement •

NPM Builders & Property Maintenance

Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories 
Paving, Flooring and Decking

All building work, repairs and maintenance undertaken 
All Part P electrical work carried out

Building Contractors and Project Management

A Name to Build On!
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Wells Support Hub & Food Bank Our volun-
teers are still here to support the local com-
munity, whether it’s picking up a prescription, 
collecting shopping or posting letters. We also 
run a foodbank in conjunction with the Trussell 
Trust. Donations can be dropped off at recep-
tion or the Co-op in Wells. These will be used 
to support people in need in our community. 

Please call our reception on 01328 711996 for 
the Hub or Food Bank.

Beach Wheelchair
We would like to thank The Harold Moorhouse 
Charity for a generous donation which has 
enabled us to purchase a Beach Wheelchair.  
This piece of equipment will be available for 
hire from the hospital and allow people with 
limit mobility and their families to enjoy our 
beautiful beaches and coastline.

To book please contact the reception on 
01328 711996.

Holistic and Craft fair weekend
Join us for a weekend of Christmas shopping! 

On Friday 26th November between 6 and 8 
o’clock we are hosting a Holistic fair. It’s an 

opportunity to browse and buy 
gifts & products whilst being 
able to try different holistic ther-
apies and treatments for mind, 
body and spirit.

On Saturday 27th November we are holding a 
Christmas Craft fair. Come along to buy orig-
inal handcrafted gifts and products and enjoy 
refreshments in The Hive Café at both events. 

Volunteering opportunities at the Wells Com-
munity Hub
We need you to help us build a happy and 
healthy community! Please come and join our 
team! We have many opportunities for volun-
teers from working in the café to painting our 
facilities and building a community garden.

If you would like to get involved, please get in 
touch with Emma at the Wells Hospital.

Fitness Classes @ Wells Community Hospital 
Our timetable of fitness classes is open to all. 
Spaces can be booked via our website
www.wellbeingnorfolk.co.uk or call reception 
for more info.

Mondays         Jazzercize -6pm
Tuesdays         Seated Exercise -10am  
  &11am
             Pump 5:30pm
Wednesdays  Kids Clubbercise (8+)- 4pm
                         Pilates- 5:30pm
             Clubbercise -6:30pm
Thursdays       Seated Exercise -10am  
  &11am
             LBT 5:30pm
                          This Girl Can -6:15pm
Fridays             Jazzercize- 10am

Wells Community Hospital Update
By Sarah Peberday, General Manager

 

Words from the Past

Do not use harmful words in talking. Get rid of all bitterness, passion and anger.
No more shouting or insults. No more hateful feelings of any sort.

Instead be kind and tender-hearted to one another and forgive one another
as God has forgiven you in Christ.

Ephesians 4

Over the past month we launched our com-
munity programme, including a fantastic first 
Open Mic Night hosted by Ken Connor and 
great fun at the bingo with Bingo Star – thanks 
to Pat Bannister for being our caller! These 
will continue through the winter, with the next 
Open Mic on 2 Nov.

We hosted our very first wedding back in 
September - congratulations to Rebecca and 
Matthew! We’re looking into licensing for wed-
ding ceremonies, so whether you’re looking 
for full venue hire or an intimate space for your 
ceremony, get in touch to find out what we 
can offer. 

This winter our largest space will be available 
to hire. From 27 Nov the Handa Gallery & 
Clore Studio can be opened up into one large 
space for all your seasonal parties and events. 
We have funding set aside for community hires 
so if the prices on our website still feel too 
high, get in touch to see what we can do for 
you. We have catering and bar options availa-
ble but you are welcome to bring your own.

We recently put our heads together with a 
group of local parents and young people to 
begin planning for a weekly youth club, with 
a gaming area, jukebox and tuck shop, and 
creative workshops and activities. If you have 
any ideas or would like to be involved in plan-
ning, please email hello@wellsmaltings.org.
uk. Changes are also being made in the Fourth 
Space, with a mirror wall and dance bar being 
installed to create the perfect space to begin 
hosting youth dance classes.

Coming up in November we have loads more 
live music, starting with some melodic jazz 
from Philip Clouts Quartet on Sat 6 Nov, with 
a multitude of global influences. Soul Alliance 
returns to our stage on Fri 12 Nov, playing 
classic hits from the 60s to 80s, from Motown 
and Soul to Fleetwood Mac and the Beat-
les. Covent Garden Consort presents Bach, 
Beethoven & Brahms on Sun 14 Nov, prom-
ising an unforgettable afternoon of passion 
and virtuosity. Sun 28 Nov sees the return of 
North Norfolk Music Festival, with Benjamin 
Appl baritone & James Baillieu piano taking 
the first concert. On Mon 29 Nov, Gigspanner 

Big Band will appeal equally to folk music tra-
ditionalists and to those looking for something 
more experimental. This high-energy group 
brings together several of the biggest names 
on the folk-roots scene, including Bellowhead 
co-founder John Spiers. 

This month we’ll also be treated to the first 
live-streamed ballet in some time. Bolshoi 
Ballet’s tour de force Spartacus, music by 
Kachachurian, comes to our big screen on 
Sun 7 Nov. James McDermott presents his 
collection of poems and film - Manatomy 
which will be screened on Thu 11 Nov along-
side readings from the collection of wry, witty 
poems, exploring his experiences of growing 
up gay in rural millennial England.

Then on Sat 13 Nov, we take a guided tour 
‘down the rabbit hole’ into the V&A exhibition, 
Alice: Curiouser and Curiouser, exploring 
how Alice has become an enduring icon. On 
Fri 26 Nov, there is more live theatre - Bobby 
& Amy, an award-winning dark comedy about 
foot-and-mouth disease by double Fringe First 
Award winner, Emily Jenkins. Our full listings 
can be found at the back of the magazine 
and on our website, with our new programme 
launching at the beginning of November. 

Christmas promises to be chock-full of fun, 
with a new family-friendly production of 
Hansel and Gretel in the works with fEAST 
Theatre. We’ll have the usual Santa’s Grotto 
as part of Christmas Tide as well as craft and 
gift stalls, activities for kids and festive food 
and drink. 

We know things still feel uncertain, but we will 
continue to work towards providing the best 
arts and entertainment in a safe environment. 
Here’s hoping for an uneventful winter - except 
on our stage!

Browse and book online www.wellsmaltings.
org.uk, or drop by and pick up a paper pro-
gramme. Our bistro, visitor information centre 
and box office are open daily. 
You can always call us for infor-
mation or book over the phone 
on 01328 710885.

News from The Maltings
By Becca Lynn, marketing & development manager

Churches Together
All Souls Service - November 2nd at 6.30 pm

The Wells Churches invite all those who have 
lost someone close to them during the last 
year or two to share in a special act of com-
memoration. During the short service, candles 

can be lit and the name of your loved one can 
be mentioned if you wish.

If you have any queries please contact one 
of the Wells clergy, or call Alison Bowles on 
01328 711119 or 07552 760085.
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Events diary
A selection of live events in the area
OCTOBER
23rd - WI  Apple Day Market 10am to 12noon
WI Hall
23rd - Chanter’s Jigge - free live music
St Nicholas’ Church 
23rd - Fire Shut upon my bones - opera
Wells Maltings
24th - Jungle Cruise (12A) - film
Wells Maltings 
25th - Nashville(15) - film: Wells Maltings 
26th - Pawy Patrol (U) - film: Wells Maltings 
27th - Peter Rabbit 2 - flim: Wells Maltings 
28th - The Last Bus - film: Wells Maltings
29th - Steve Bingham - violin and electric 
violin: 7.30pm. Wells Maltings 
30th - Esther Beyer - Harp
Old Chapel, South Creake
30th - The Pebble and the Boy - film 7.00 pm 
Wells Maltings 
NOVEMBER
2nd - All Souls’ Service; remembering the 
departed  6.30pm
St. Nicholas’ Church 
2nd - Open Mic; free live music in the bar
The Maltings
5th - Film: ‘The Lost Leonardo’ (15) 7.00pm 
The Maltings 
6th - Lifeboat Christmas Bazaar, 10 till 
1.00pm; Congregational Hall  
6th - Philip Clouts Quartet; live jazz music 
7.00pm. The Maltings 
7th - Ballet: ‘Spartacus’ Bolshoi Ballet; live 
3.00pm. The Maltings 
8th - Film:  ‘Quo Vadis, Aida’  7.00pm Maltings 
11th - James McDermott; ‘Manatomy’ Film & 
poetry reading 7.30pm. The Maltings 
12th - Soul Alliance; live soul music 7.30pm. 
The Maltings 

13th - ‘Alice: Curiouser and Curiouser’ -V&A 
Museum exhibition tour 7.00pm. The Maltings 
14th - Covent Garden Consort - Bach, Bee-
thoven & Brahms 3.00pm. The Maltings 
15th - Covent Garden Consort - Bach, Bee-
thoven & Brahms 7.00pm.
South Creake church
17th - Covent Garden Consort - Bach, Bee-
thoven & Brahms 7.00pm. 
South Creake church
18th - ‘The Shell Game’ - Saltmarsh Series 
talk with Cyril Southerland 7.00pm.
The Maltings 
19th to 21st - Film:  ‘No Time To Die’ (12A) 
James Bond is back.  2pm & 7pm.
The Maltings 
20th - Community Craft Market 10.30am - 
12.30pm. St. Nicholas Church 
22nd - Christmas Tree decoration making 
sessions. 10.30am to 1.00pm.
St Seraphim’s Walsingham
23rd - Christmas Tree decoration making 
sessions. 10.30am to 1.00pm.
St Seraphim’s Walsingham
26th - Holistic Fair 6pm to 8pm.
Community Hospital 
26th - Diva Opera; We Need a Little Christmas 
- arias and carols. 7.00pm. Holkham 
26th - Live theatre ‘Bobby & Amy’; dark come-
dy 7.30pm. The Maltings 
27th - Craft Fair - Community Hospital
27th - Diva Opera; We Need a Little Christmas  
- arias and carols. 7.00pm. Holkham 
28th - North Norfolk Music Festival; Benjamin 
Appl baritone & James Baillieu piano 3.00pm. 
The Maltings
29th - Gigspanner Big Band; Unique British 
folk band 7.30pm. The Maltings

For full details of events please see the links and QR codes on the various magazine pages, or visit;

wellsmaltings.org.uk               Community Hospital: wellbeingnorfolk.co.uk               holkham.co.uk

Wells War Memorial
Institute Club

The recently refurbished Club lies at the heart of the Wells Next 
The Sea community and welcomes locals and visitors alike

Membership
We offer a range of membership options;
daily £3, weekly £10, yearly £20 and then
£10 to renew thereafter.

Facilities
The Club is airconditioned throughout. We
have a full-size snooker table and pool
table. You can also be entertained by the
live juke box and two fruit machines. We
have two bar areas and our toilets have been completely refurbished.

Sport
We show live sport on our 108-inch projector acreen and three televisions. We are 

subscribed to BT Sports and Sky Sports. We
can show two different games at the same time.

Entertainment
The Club shows live music to cater for all
tastes. We will be holding bingo on a monthly
basis. The Club can also be available for
parties, wakes and any other functions.

Come and support your local Club, you will be assured of a warm 
welcome. You can find us on Facebook for regular updates on 
events, just search Wells War Memorial Institute Club or our 

website www.wellsclub.co.uk or drop us a line on 01328 711386. 
Google Maps Location Code XV42+GC Wells-next-the-Sea

Defibrillator locations in the N23 area

     These potentially life-saving devices can be found at:

     Co-Operative, Polka Road, NR23 1JG
     Harbour Office, Beach Road, NR23 1AT
     Plattens Fish & Chip Shop, The Quay, NR23 1AH
     Police Station, Polka Road, NR23 1ED
     Recycling Centre, Warham Road, NR23 1NE
     Sailing Club, East End, NR23 1LE

If you are aware of any other 
locations in the NR23 area 
where there is a defibrillator, or 
if you find any inaccuracies in 
this list, please let us know.
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EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police    999
Ambulance   999
Fire    999
Coastguard / Lifeboat  999

NON-EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police    101
Flood co-ordinators   01328 710743
Environment Agency Floodline  0345 9881188
Wells Coastwatch   01328 710587
Wells Fire Station     0300 1231669
Wells Lifeboat Station  01328 710230

BANKS & BUILDING SOCIETIES
Barclays Bank, Fakenham  0345 7345345
HSBC, Fakenham   0345 7404404
Lloyds, Fakenham   0345 6021997
Nat West, Fakenham   0345 7888444

BUS & RAIL INFORMATION
Community Car Scheme  01485 210342
Dial A Bus   01553 776971
Lynx Bus Company   01553 611955
National Rail Enquiries  08457 484950
Sanders Coaches   01263 712800

CHURCHES
Church of England rector  01328 710628
Methodist Church   01328 711931
Congregational Church  07469 186208
Roman Catholic Church  01328 821353
Quaker Meeting House  01328 711387
Russian Orthodox   01328 820108
Churches Together   01328 713044

COUNCILS
Wells Town Council   01328 710564
Norfolk County Council  0344 800821
North Norfolk District Council  01263 513811

HEALTHCARE
Burnham Market Surgery  01328 737000
NHS Direct   111
N & N Hospital, Norwich  01603 286286
QEII Hospital, King’s Lynn  01553 613613
Red Cross   0808 1963651
Wells Community Hospital  01328 711996
Wells Health Centre   01328 710741

LIBRARIES
Fakenham Library   01328 862715
Wells Library   01328 710467

SCHOOLS
Alderman Peel High School  01328 710476
Fakenham Infants School  01328 864511

Fakenham Junior School  01328 862188
Fakenham Academy    01328 851039
Walsingham Primary School  01328 820265
Wells Primary School & Nursery  01328 710320

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Age UK Norfolk   0300 5001217
Chemist - David Jagger Ltd  01328 710239
Citizens Advice (Norfolk)  0800 1448848
Duncan Baker MP   020 72193000  
(constituency office number) 01692 557140
Funeral Directors (Suttons)  01328 710301
Norfolk Family Carers  01603 219924
Norfolk Debt Advice   01603 863582
Registration of births, deaths,  
marriages & civil partnerships  03244 8008020
Relate - marriage guidance  01603 625333
Tourist Information Centre  01328 710885
Veterinary surgery   01328 711022
Wells Maltings booking office  01328 839000
Wells Post Office   01328 710332

LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Carers Matter Norfolk  01328 710501
Elsmith Bowls Club   01328 713020
Fakenham Choral Society  01328 700165
Heritage House Care   01328 711333
Homes For Wells   01328 711703
Keep Fit Group   01328 730508
Lifeboat Guild   01328 711823
Local Archaeology   01328 711449
Local History Group   01328 710261
Screen-next-the-Sea   01328 710885
Sing For Joy   01263 479931
The Royal British Legion  07469 186208
Wells Art Group   01328 710208
Wells Bellringers   01328 710208
Wells In Bloom  01328 712158
Wells Brownies   07748 256714
Wells Carnival   01328 710014
Wells Community Theatre  01328 710208
Wells Discussion Group  01328 712158
Wells Football Club   01328 710907
Wells Friendship Club  07766 151715
Wells Good Companions 01328 711425
(formerly Wells Pensioners Association) 
Wells Harbour Office   01328 711646
Wells Maltings Trust   01328 711378
Wells Nelson Club   01328 711478
Wells Photographic Group  01328 856456
Wells Sailing Club   01328 712000
Wells Sea Cadets   07889 136430
Wells Town Tennis Club  07784872977
Wells Twinning Association  01328 711033
Wells United Charities  07764 406852
Women’s Institute   01603 624580

The Quay Directory

St. Nicholas,
Church Street, Wells
(Sunday & Wednesday 
services are streamed & 
uploaded to YouTube: 
St Nicholas Wells. 
Evening prayer is also 
held on Zoom)

St. Withburga, 
Holkham
(using Holkham Hall 
Chapel in winter)
All Saints, Wighton

All Saints, Warham & 
St. Mary’s, Warham

Church service times
Church of England: Revd. Brenda Stewart - 01328 710628

1st Sunday
2nd, 3rd, 4th Sunday
5th Sunday
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th Sunday
Wednesday
1st & 3rd Thursday
1st & 3rd Thursday

1st Sunday
3rd Sunday

2nd & 4th Sunday

Festivals & special events

1100
1100
1030
1830
1830
1830
1830
1830
1000
1000
1345

0930
0930

0930

Worship for All with music
Holy Communion with music
Benefice worship
Taizé worship with music
BCP Evening Prayer
Healing service
Celtic worship with music
BCP Evening Prayer
Holy Communion
Quiet prayer
Little Fishes parent & toddler group

Holy Communion with music
BCP Holy Communion with music

Holy Communion with music

See church notice boards for details

Methodist: Revd. Cliff Shanganya - 01328 862174
Theatre Road, Wells Sunday 1100 Morning worship

Evangelical Congregational: Revd. Neil Woodruff - 07469 186208
Clubbs Lane, Wells Sunday 1500 Sunday worship

Roman Catholic: Father Keith Tulloch - 01328 713044
Our Lady Star of the 
Sea, The Buttlands, 
Wells

Saturday
Thursday

1800
0930

Holy Mass
Holy Mass

Quakers: David Saunders - 01328 711085 (warden - 01328 711387)
Friends Meeting 
House, Church 
Street, Wells

Sunday
Thursday

1030
1700

Meeting for worship
Meeting for worship

•  Monday: 2pm – 6pm
• Tuesday: CLOSED
• Wednesday: 9am – 2pm
• Thursday: CLOSED
• Friday: 9am – 2pm 
• Saturday: 10am – 4pm
• Sunday:  Closed

www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries

Wells Library opening hours
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ACCOMMODATION & EATING OUT
Bang In Wells
Beach Café
Blue Skies Campsite
French’s Fish & Chips
Norfolk Hideaways
The Bowling Green
The Crown Hotel
The King’s Arms

BUSINESS SERVICES
Black Dog Computer Services Ltd
Continuum financial advisors
Declan Goode: Computer Services
Hayes + Storr Solicitors
Kathryn Gigg Chartered Accountants
NewPrint & Design
Timez Design
Wise Green Energy

DOMESTIC SERVICES
Masbo Cleaning

ESTATE AGENTS & LETTINGS
Belton Duffey
Sowerbys
Spalding and Co

FOOD & DRINK SUPPLIES
A & M Frary Shellfish Ltd
The Real Ale Shop
Whin Hill Cider

HEALTH & PERSONAL CARE
Chi Beauty and Therapeutic Treatment
David Jagger Ltd, Chemists
Fiona Fisher - Phychotherapist
Foot Perfect
Gunthorpe Osteopaths
Heritage House Day Centre
Point’z of Interest Health & Wellbeing
Richards Opticians
The Beauty House
The Soap Shop

HOMES, INTERIORS & FASHION
Art & Design By Camilla
Gallery Plus
James Isaacs Stoves

Phillippa Kirby Soft Furnishings
Shoe Stop
Simon Leverett Carpets & Vinyls
The Old Station Pottery & Bookshop

HOME & GARDEN MAINTENANCE
AlarKris: Electrical & Security
Anglian Tree Works
A T Plumbing & Heating Services
Buckie Plumbing & Heating Services
Chas D Allflatt - Building Contractors
David Thompson: Chimney Sweep
Finch Garden Design
JAB Systems: electrical installations
JMC Garden & Landscape Services
JRP Construction & Carpentry
KSP Decorators
Need A Carpenter?
North Norfolk Pest Control
North Point Property Care
NPM Builders & Property
Maintenance
PSB Consultancy & Design
R West Electrical
Ross Fulford - Brick & Stonework
Skip It - mini skip hire
S T Bespoke Decor
Tom Frary - Painter & Decorator
Tom Norman Gardening Services
Worzels Roofing

TRANSPORT & TRAVEL
Cockle Bay E-Bike Hire
Kenny Greenfield
PAS Mercedes Specialist
Scillitoe Bros Garage
Wells Bike Hire

OTHER
Coastal Pet Services
Country Dogs: dog grooming
Glaven Veterinary Practice
Holkham Estate
North Norfolk Music Festival
S T Sutton Funeral Directors
Wells Harbour Tours
Wells Maltings
Wells War Memorial Institute Club

The Quick Quay
A helpful index of our local business advertisers
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