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Every Christmas is different. Last year people 
may remember it was pretty well cancelled at 
the last moment. This year we may be short of 
turkeys. We hope not. 

One thing many of us will miss is the loss – for 
this year only – of the Carol Service at the Life-
boat Station. The problem is that the works 
on the new station make it unsafe for people 
to get to the old station and back in the dark. 
There will be other places for us to sing carols 
but this one the editor will very much miss.

Meanwhile, it appears that Santa (aka St. 
Nicholas) has been given the gift of tri-loca-
tion. He can be seen at Holkham, in the Malt-
ings, and of course standing on a ship in the 
parish church. He will be seen coming from 
out to sea, probably not from the Mediterrane-
an, more likely from the Lifeboat Station. Let’s 
hope he is not sent packing back to the North 
Pole (or is it Turkey?) this year, but that we can 
all have a safe but very happy Christmas!  

On other matters you will read of news on 
the housing front. The District has declined 
to support the purchase of a house on the 
Northfield Estate by Homes for Wells because 
of its bad condition. We hope that this will 

not set a precedent. The first council houses 
were built in 1915 and many of them date from 
before WW2. Even the post-war houses were 
built mainly in the 1940s and 50s. Most were 
well built but the fact is that the social housing 
stock is mostly well over sixty years old. Quite 
apart from any proposals for new housing, 
something needs to be done to preserve and 
improve our social housing stock without re-
lying on those who wish to move to Wells and 
have the funds to spend on bringing them up 
to date. The District took over the houses in 
1974 and handed them over to Victory hous-
ing in the 1990s. Whoever allowed houses to 
deteriorate, they cannot wash their hands of 
housing that was taken over from the town 
fifty years ago and remains a vital resource. 

Finally this issue seems to be about floods, 
past and recent. You will read of the flood 
surge that never happened on October 21st.  
We are reminded that second home owners 
with houses in the flood plain need to be 
aware of the dangers to their property.  With 
CCTV active in the harbour and internet 
access to flood warnings, it is important to 
keep yourselves informed when spring tides 
coincide with northerly winds. RA 
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Wanted!
Someone to put out and remove bollards on Staithe Street
At the November Council Meeting it was 
announced that our bollard man, Jimmy Tottle 
was going to retire at the end of the year. 

Without those bollards it was agreed there 
would be a danger to people shopping or even 
just walking down the street. The responsibility 
is that of the Highways authority, the County 
Council, but its officers do not think that bol-

lards are necessary!
The Town Council on the contrary wishes to 
find a replacement for Jimmy, who has done a 
magnificent job for many years and for which 
the Council is grateful.

Anyone interested in taking on this paid job 
should contact Greg, the Town Clerk, on 
01328710564.

Wells Flood Action Plan
By Mike & Marie Strong, joint flood warden co-ordinators

Each time there is an Environment Agency 
(EA) alert, let alone warning, the date of 5th 
December 2013 resonates in the minds of 
those who were resident in any of the seven 
sectors of Wells at risk of coastal flooding. On 
that occasion the flood tide reached a height 
of 5.2m AODN and led to the last major surge 
flood tide Wells experienced – so far. 

We remember well receiving a very early warn-
ing from the Agency to expect exceptional 
surge heights. We briefed our team members, 
tasking them to warn and inform residents 
in their sectors. It was a pleasant sunny day 
and some people found it difficult to believe a 
surge would occur, but we had been briefed 
by expert EA staff and informed our Wardens 
accordingly. The rest is history.

There was some concern history might be 
repeating itself on the pleasant sunny autumn 
day leading up to 21st  October 2021 when an 
EA flood alert turned to a warning. However 
we kept in close contact with the EA and kept 
our Wardens on notice, ready to inform resi-
dents if the situation and EA advice decreed 
we start the process.   

Winds can build up very quickly and they quite 
abruptly did on 21st October. Once again the 
Flood Alert issued by the EA was upgraded 
to a Flood Warning. Fortunately this time the 
tide level only just triggered that level so in 
the event it was not necessary to activate the 
Wardens since no homes would be affected.  

However, as is usual for any tide of Alert level 
and above, the EA team were on duty at the 
quay flood barrier and since the flood water 
was expected to reach entrance to the quay 
the flood barrier was deployed. The EA team 
valued the opportunity to rehearse their three 
methods of operating the gate mechanism 
- electric power, generator power, and the 
winching system.

In conclusion the wind diminished and only 
pushed the tide up to 3.75m AODN rather 
than the anticipated 4.07m AODN. However 
our Flood Wardens had remained available 
throughout the hours of concern and we 
would like again to express our appreciation 
that these unpaid volunteers continue to 
support us.   

Due to industry distribution issues, there have 
been problems accessing some films of late 
and we apologise for the various changes 
we have had to make to the programme. It 
has been a difficult year but it is good that so 
many of you are coming out to see our films 
and ‘sharing the experience’, and there are 
two great movies as we approach Christmas.

On Monday 6th December at 7pm we are 
now showing director Wes Anderson’s latest 
movie The French Dispatch (12A).  This is 
a comedy/drama set in the 60s/70s, which 
brings to life a selection of stories published in 
the fictional American magazine ‘The French 
Dispatch’ in a fictional French town. It is full of 
marvellous images, elaborate sets and a huge 
cast and is a love letter to France and jour-
nalists. “Amazing visuals, lots of laughs and 
an A-list cast make this a real treat”  (Peter 
Bradshaw, The Guardian)

It Must Be Heaven (15) is on December 
20th at 7.00 pm, in French with subtitles. 
Writer/director Elia Suleiman takes us on a 
journey through Paris and New York, which 
he finds more Palestinian than he expected. 
His style has been compared to the observa-
tion of comedy of Jacques Tati, so think Mr 
Hulot crossed with Buster Keaton. “Everyday 
surreal….a deadpan joke book”  (Financial 
Times) 
 
Screen-next-the-Sea keeps our audience 
informed through a regular e-mailing service, 
if you are not yet on the list let us know on 
screennextthesea@gmail.com. Tickets are 
available on line from www.wellsmaltings.org.
uk, and in person or by phone from the Visi-
tors Information Centre 01328 710885.

Screen-next-the-Sea: December films

Wells Town Council meeting - November
Duncan Baker, our MP, came and spoke in the 
public forum. He told us that attempts were 
being made to reduce ambulance response 
times by the placing of a rapid response 
vehicle in Fakenham. A difficulty still remained 
with ambulances having to queue at the Nor-
folk and Norwich Hospital due to inadequate 
means of discharging.

The new Housing Secretary, Michael Gove, 
has been made aware of the problems created 
by the rising number of second homes. The 
ring-fencing of housing was apparently a 
possibility. 

The Council budget was agreed for next year. 
There will be no increase in the overall precept 

but a fall in the number of permanent residents 
will place the burden on fewer people.

The Council received a presentation from 
Chances Norfolk, an organisation seeking 
to assist people to get into the jobs market: 
offering help with CVs, access to the internet, 
interview skills and particularly attempting to 
assist those who are isolated, disabled, or 
having addiction problems. They would wel-
come referrals from Wells. 

More immediately our faithful bollard contrac-
tor Jimmy Tottle is retiring at the end of the 
year. We need a replacement pretty urgently, 
so that the post-Christmas visitors can walk 
safely down Staithe Street. (See above)

First of all, our thanks are due to those who 
took the trouble to come to the Congrega-
tional Hall to express their views on the issues 
before the town, some of them forcibly, some 
of them tentatively.

People in the town will not be surprised to 
know that on some matters people were al-
most unanimous, on others they were divided. 

Housing remains the biggest issue. Over the 
next few weeks the Working Party will be 
looking at the various opinions with a view to 
seeing what seems to be the most acceptable 
way forward. They will also be responding to 
the assessment by AECOM, the government 
agency employed to look at the various sites 
put forward for development.

They have looked at the sites offered this time 
but also at the sites offered to the District in 
2019, pretty much the whole town

We shall then come back to the town to pres-
ent revised and more specific proposals. We 
shall bear in mind that in some matters they 
will be constrained by the District Council’s 
plans. Nothing we propose can go against 
what Cromer has decided and, as always, 
nothing can make landowners make sites 
available if they do not wish to do so.

But, to repeat, our thanks to the 200 people 
who came to tell us what they want. It was, 
for the members of the Working Party, very 
welcome.

Neighbourhood Plan Consultation
By Roger Arguile, Chairman Planning Working Party
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December events at Holkham
For your Christmas preparations you can buy 
one of our locally-grown Christmas trees from 
25th November 1 til 4. Get in touch to find out 
where to come.

For other decorations our Willow Weaving 
workshop on December 1st, 10 til 3, will 
enable you to learn the intricate, ancient art 
of willow weaving with Jane Frost, renowned 
textile and environmental artist.

Children’s workshops on Saturday 4th or 11th 
morning or afternoon will show them how to 
make decorations. 

You can see the Hall by candlelight most 
days in December. The Holkham team will 
have decked the halls and lit the hundreds 
of candles in readiness for you to celebrate 
Christmas and tour the hall by candlelight. On 
December 11th from 6 til 8 there is a unique 
chance to meet some of the personalities and 
talent behind Christmas at Holkham. Lady 
Leicester and her team, plus the artists and 
makers who turn these visions into reality, will 
be on hand to help you discover how they 
decorate this magical space.

Outdoors you can come and see the winter 
migrant birds from pink foot geese, shore larks 
and snow buntings to the raptors like hen 
harriers and kites, which can be seen on our 

guided walks on 3rd, 10th & 17th December, 
morning or afternoon.

A tractor tour to see Holkham’s wildlife is an-
other possibility on Thursday afternoons 3rd, 
10th or 17th December. On Tuesday mornings 
and afternoons a tractor tour takes in the 
many architectural monuments and shows 
how the estate has changed over time.

There is an opportunity to meet and listen to 
Lady Ann Glennconner, former lady in waiting 
to Princess Margaret, whose third novel “A 
Haunting at Holkham” has just come out. 
That’s on Tuesday evening 21st December. 
She can also be heard in conversation with 
David Whiteley, sharing insights about her life 
and writings on the Monday after Christmas, 
December 27th at 5.30pm.
 
To keep Christmas indoors or out there is an 
outdoor Canine Carol service on December 
12th, and on Christmas day there is a tradi-
tional communion service in the hall  chapel 
at 11am.

All these events can be booked online or by 
telephone. Check for more details of times 
and dates by either means.

Just visit www.holkham.co.uk or telephone 
01328 713111.

Carnival 2022
by Pat Weston, Carnival organiser
Well that was another strange year, but we 
made it, fingers and toes crossed for next 
year. Let’s hope we all start to live a normal life 
and we can have a Carnival next year. 

This wasn’t the busiest year. We were busy in 
August and from the money we raised and the 
very kind donations we received we were still 
able to give away £250 to each of the follow-
ing local organisations – Alderman Peel High 
School, Wells Primary & Nursery School, Wells 
Men’s Shed, Wells In Bloom, Polka Daycare 
and Little Fishes. A £200 donation has also 
been made to the East Anglian Air Ambulance 
in appreciation of the recent CPR course they 
provided for the committee (this could be very 
beneficial to the committee in early August 

next year, before, during and after the fun 
packed week).

The committee has held several meetings to 
plan next year’s Carnival, the road closure 
licence is in place, lorries for the parade have 
been booked, acts for the evening and day-
time entertainment are booked, we have had a 
meeting with the boys from PJ Hamilton who 
do the public address and sound system for 
the week. All the equipment is being checked 
in the new year.

We will make sure next year’s Carnival will be 
the best and brightest yet. The week starts 
on Friday 29th and the last day in Sunday 
7th, with Carnival Day on the 6th August. So 

in the new year we will continue to plan, and 
we hope you do too. So many events to join 
in: you have been two years waiting so NO 
excuse. 

The committee is always looking for new help 
in the week. Please call if you have any spare 
time. If you wish to join the committee or help 
with next year’s Carnival please contact us or 
come along to a meeting. Most of the commit-
tee members are friendly!

We will also be holding a meet-and-greet 
event for new and old friends and to welcome 

new businesses in the town. Wells Carnival 
is a great partner to be involved with and 
increase your profile and we love taking mon-
ey from you. All money raised goes to local 
deserving causes in our lovely town. More 
details in next month’s Quay. Keep in touch 
on FaceBook and Instagram, or check our 
Website www.wellscarnival.co.uk.

Very best wishes for 2022, and a have a very 
merry Christmas. Catch up with friends and 
family and raise a glass, we have all done so 
well.

Cancer Research UK Shine Night Walk
On behalf of Susanne and myself I would 
like to say a big thankyou to everyone who 
sponsored us on the 10km Cancer Research 
UK Shine Night Walk on September 4th 2021. 
The total raised was an amazing £1879.00 for 
Lymphoma Research.

I would like to thank everyone for their kind  
messages of support over the last 22 months 
and also to thank James, Sue, and the Team 
at the Pharmacy for all their hard work during 
a very difficult time.
David Jagger

Norfolk Coast Partnership
Get your Christmas orders in early for gifts to 
help protect the Norfolk Coast Area of Out-
standing Natural Beauty.

An inspiring, quality book of photographs and 
poems “Walk with Me” (£9), and a vibrant 
poster “Outstanding” (£12), from a lino cut of 
Morston by renowned artist Robert Gillmor, 
are for sale online at:

www.norfolkcoastaonb.org.uk/shop

All proceeds go to fund environmental projects 
on the coast, like the new two minute beach 
clean stations we recently purchased and pro-
vided to Café Carmel, Bacton, and Brancaster 
National Trust. The stations encourage people 
to do a quick litter pick and are themselves 
made of recycled litter!

Christmas Around The World
Wells-next-the-Sea Community Theatre’s Cel-
ebration is to be held at Alderman Peel School 
on Saturday 18th December.  Doors/Bar open 
@ 6.30pm for a 7.00 pm start. There will be a 
variety of Christmas Songs & Carols from all 
around the world.

With the audience sitting at tables it will be an 
informal evening of sketches, poems, oppor-
tunities to join in and perhaps some dancing.  
After the acclaimed success of Crossfire in 
September the company will offer solos, spo-
ken items, choral numbers and will be joined 
by dancers and performers from Alderman 

Peel School. Some serious items but lots 
of fun too, just the thing to get us ready for 
Christmas. So please feel free to come in your 
party gear!

Tickets £5 available from Wells Post Office & 
Kinsleys (thank you both!!), by phone from Su-
zanne Rands (01328 710208) and on the door. 

There will be   a bar (thank you Pat Bannister!) 
and a raffle to raise funds for Wells United 
Charities. Queries to Suzanne Rands (710208) 
or David Saunders (711085)
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History: The Deluge at Wells – 1897 
By Mike Welland

The havoc at Wells and the adjoining district. 
A walk round the town on Monday morning 
showed unmistakable signs of destruction to 
house property, bricks, tiles, slates, trees, and 
even name-boards being hurled in all direc-
tions.

The full force of the storm was felt more 
severely on the Quay and at the east and west 
ends of the town where the unprecedented 
high tide did untold damage to houses, prop-
erty, boats and fishing craft. It is estimated 
that the tide rose to a height of eighteen feet, 
four  feet higher than the stone Quay and nine  
inches higher than the memorable high tide 
of 1883. It came with such terrific force that 
the Quay, Freeman Street and East End were 
submerged fully an hour and a half before high 
water, and for the whole length as far as the 
eye could see there was a stretch of surging 
water bursting into all the houses along this 
route.

The Nelson and Standard Inns suffered fright-
fully , the cellars being the first places to fill, 

the beer barrels and beer stools were tossed 
about all ways, and in the passage of the latter 
inn chairs, linen, and even bowls and basins 
floated about capriciously.

The Quay was unapproachable by Staithe 
Street, Standard Road, or any of the other 
thoroughfares. The East End portion of the 
town suffered worst. The fishermen’s boats 
were hurled against each other and collided 
with buildings, and were smashed to pieces. 

There is hardly a fisherman who has escaped 
the effects of this gale. Nearly half the boats 
belonging to this place are either totally or 
partially destroyed. The smacks all broke away 
from their moorings and the force of the wind 
and tide lifted an old condemned smack from 
the foreshore and deposited it on the tram 
lines of the Great Eastern Railway Company, 
where it caused a block.

The company’s servants were busy clearing 
the line on Tuesday. Mr. Frederick Whitaker of 
the Shipyard suffered greatly. His workshop 

In Wells it was an unremarkable October, with a few warm days, which is not unusual. We had 
the first big winds of the autumn on the 6th and the 21st.

The second occasion coincided with a spring tide and NNW direction of the wind, leading to 
worries of the quay flooding. The sliding gate was operated, and the environment agency and 
flood wardens deployed. But luckily the incident passed without any major problems, and by the 
evening tide the wind had changed, so no further troubles.

Rainfall-wise we were a little down on average for October, but not as much as the summer 

Wells Weather Watch
October 2021. By Keith Leesmith

Max. Temperature  20.7C  Thu 7th 
Min. Temperature  5.7C  Sat 16th
Rainfall Total  61mm  for Oct.
Wettest Amount  14.3mm  Wed 20th
Min. Pressure  995.9mb  Sun 3rd
Max. Pressure  1030.8mb Fri 8th
Max. Wind Speed  26mph  6th & 21st

Average atmospheric pressure in 
UK is 1013.25mb 

My average rainfall for October 
is 73mm

Average rainfall for Oct. at Wey-
bourne (Met Office) is 64.5mm

Average rainfall for October at 
Marham (Met Office) is 67.3mm

months, which were very dry. Other parts of the country 
had far more spectacular weather including inland flooding 
in Wales, the Lake District, and the West Country. But then 
that’s not unusual for them!

A CHRISTMAS PRESENT

holkham.co.uk

Our festive programme of magical events.
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Alderman Peel High School news
By Alastair Ogle, principal
As we head towards Christmas I would like to 
express how proud I am of the team of staff, 
students and families we have as part of our 
community. Like all schools we continue to face 
additional challenges due to COVID but our 
school community is continuing to maintain our 
resilience and positive attitude.

This term has also been full of enjoyment. Along-
side high quality lessons, delivered every day 
we have offered students over sixty clubs every 
week and provided some incredible opportuni-
ties including the following:

• GCSE Theatre Trip to Nottingham to see 
Blood Brothers

• Visiting Poet: Briony Bax
• North Norfolk Judo Visit trial sessions
• Assembly from Ex-student Sergeant Major 

Harry McKinnon
• New Head Boy, Head Girl and Prefects are 

now in post
• The Ski trip for 2023 has been launched
• Year 8 Residential weekend at Hilltop
• Year 7 Residential weekend at Hilltop
• School Parliament launched with the sup-

port of ex-student Fee Robinson
• Year 9 Rugby tournament at North Walsham 

Rugby Club
• 22 Year 10 students passed a  Qualification 

in The Arts 

• Assemblies to year 11 from Sixth forms and 
Colleges

• Careers Conference
• Our Remembrance assembly and student 

visit to lay poppy’s at gravestones
• Residential literary trip to Edale
• GCSE Music Recordings

At the time of writing, we are still hopeful to 
run our Christmas performances, with reduced 
capacity.

It is no wonder that we are once again oversub-
scribed for September 2022 and we are already 
planning our curriculum, staffing and rooming 
as we continue to grow. Despite our growth we 
are still a small secondary school, allowing us 
to provide the best possible education for every 
child.

I would also like to inform our local community 
that we have installed an addition defibrillator at 
school, with easy accessibility to members of the 
public. It is located near reception on the outside 
wall. As you drive into school using the gate 
nearest the top of the hill it is directly in front of 
you. Let’s hope it is never needed.

Thank you for all of your continued support and 
on behalf of all the staff and students we wish 
you all a safe, healthy and enjoyable Christmas 
and New Year.

filled with water and a wall adjoining was 
levelled to the ground by the force of a boat 
being driven against it. Palings and woodwork 
adjoining his house were swept away, and 
the shipyard itself appeared to be a recepta-
cle for wreckage. Part of the Customs Quay 
was washed away. The old whelk yard is now 
bereft of its palings. The banks all along the 
North Point were breached in several plac-
es, and the water flooded the fresh marshes 
which run close to the Railway Station. It was 
close by here that a boat, Rover, by name 
was picked up having been washed out of the 
harbour. 

The water ran along and flooded the marshes 
leading to Warham and Stiffkey. The North 
Point Bridge which is near a cut to the Golf 
Links and cockle grounds is entirely washed 

away and other bridges on the North Point 
suffered a similar fate. It is estimated that 
hundreds of rabbits were drowned on the hills. 
The banks surrounding the coastguards watch 
house were swept away and the building was 
washed to its foundations.

Two breaches were made in the new bank 
leading to the Beach and the fresh marshes 
and allotment grounds were flooded, but 
fortunately the Wells farmers and graziers 
secured all their stock in safety.  The farmers 
have suffered very heavily from the loss of hay, 
corn and straw by the high wind. The captain 
of the steam tug Marie experienced consider-
able difficulty in securing the tug from damage 
against the Quay, but by engaging assistance 
he managed to do so.”

In her 1995 interview, Caroline Aherne, through 
her alter-ego Mrs. Merton, famously asked the 
magician’s wife Debbie Magee: “So what first 
attracted you to the millionaire Paul Daniels?”. 
They were both fully capable and, one must 
assume, their attraction was mutual. 

Predatory marriage is no laughing matter, how-
ever. The England and Wales Court of Protection 
case of re BU (2021) has raised questions of 
coercive control and how it affects a person’s 
capacity for making life decisions. 

B is a 70-year-old woman with vascular demen-
tia who wishes to marry N, a man nearly 20 years 
her junior, who has prior criminal convictions, 
including fraud. The case came before Roberts 
J in the Court of Protection, who accepted that 
N had become ‘a central and crucially impor-
tant part of B’s life and, as B sees it, pivotal to 
her emotional well-being and happiness’. B’s 
daughter said that the couple’s relationship was 
one of ‘coercive control exerted by N in several 
aspects of B’s day-to-day life and in relation to 
the management of her financial affairs’.

By the time the case came to Court, it had been 
determined that B lacked capacity to manage 
her finances and a Deputy had been appoint-
ed to manage her affairs. B’s daughter sought 
a Court declaration that her mother lacked 
capacity to make decisions about her contact 
with others, including N; an Order preventing N 
having any further contact with B, an injunction 
to prevent such contact; and a Court Order pre-
venting marriage between N and B. Of relevance 
were B’s significant financial resources; N’s 
12 convictions for fraud and 14 for theft and a 
9-year prison sentence for dishonesty and black-
mail; and a police investigation of his actions in 

relation to B, leading 
to his arrest. The Court 
held that ‘B has indeed 
been manipulated by 
N with deliberate intent 
to secure for himself a 
financial benefit’. The 
Order was made with a penal notice attached.  
Roberts J held that B did have capacity to marry 
and so issued an injunction against N, to prevent 
it.  

Legal issues involving predatory marriages have 
resurfaced in the news recently. Back in 2018 a 
Private Member’s Bill on the issue of automatic 
revocation of Wills upon marriage was presented 
by Fabian Hamilton MP, but has not progressed.  
Research shows that predatory marriages are 
on the increase. There are calls for Registrars 
of Marriage to be given training to spot cases 
to prevent those marriages proceeding.As the 
law stands, there are few protections available. 
Once the wedding has taken place, it is difficult 
to protect the victim, even with proof of the co-
ercion or lack of mental capacity. Re: BU shows 
that prevention is always better than cure. The 
legal maxim ‘hard cases make bad law’ does not 
apply to Re BU. Roberts J has been praised by 
mental capacity law experts for her intelligent 
and sensitive judgement. It was an extreme case 
with challenging ethical dilemmas. Fit-for-pur-
pose legislation is now needed.   

This article is for general information only and 
does not constitute legal or professional advice.

For any individual, family, property or business 
legal matter, contact Hayes + Storr
on 01263 712835
or email miranda.marshall@hayes-storr.com

Predatory marriage
By Miranda Marshall, director, Hayes + Storr

‘Mary holds out her finger and a divine hand closes on it. The maker of the world is born a 
begging child; he begs for milk and does not know that it is milk for which he begs. We will not 

lift our hands to pull the love of God down to us, but he lifts his hands to pull human compassion 
upon his cradle. Love is the strongest instrument of omnipotence for accomplishing those tasks 
he cares most dearly to perform; and this is how he brings his love to bear on human pride; by 

weakness not by strength, by need not by bounty.’
Austin Farrer (1904-1968)

Some Christmas Words
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Call us today 01328 710210 
www.hayesandstorr.co.uk

Your legal matters
in safe hands 
for generations
Hayes + Storr Solicitors handle a whole 
range of family, property and business 
legal matters with care and professionalism.

Fakenham | Holt | King’s Lynn | Sheringham | Swaffham | Wells by appointment

Stiffkey Road, Wells next the Sea, Norfolk NR23 1QB 
info@blueskiescampsite.co.uk • 07557 021660

Small, friendly, family campsite • Tents, touring caravans and motor homes 
Dogs and children welcome

All local hotels and B&Bs have 5 stars,  
Blue Skies Campsite has 8 million!

This popular Dutch biscuit is so easy to make. 
It lasts a long time in a tin. It is lightly spiced 
and crisp. The only drawback: you have to let 
the dough chill properly before baking.

Ingredients: 125g butter, softened; 100g light 
brown sugar; 150g plain flour; ½ teaspoons 
each of salt, ground ginger, ground allspice, 
baking powder; a few flaked almonds for  
decoration.

Method: Cream the butter with the brown 
sugar until fluffy and light. Sift the flour with 
spices, baking powder and  salt. Now form 
this into an oblong – brick shaped. Wrap it in 
cling film and chill till cold and solid.

When you are ready to bake, heat the oven 
(hot - about 200C). Finally, slice the dough 
into thin rectangles, well apart, on a papered 
baking try. Place two flaked almonds onto 
each biscuit pressing them lightly. Bake for 8 
to 10 minutes -  then let them cool on a rack 
before serving or storing.

Cooking with Carla
Speculaas - a Dutch cookie
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Clubs and Societies
Men’s Shed 
It’s been a busy month at the Shed. First, 
we would like to thank the Committee of the 
Wells Carnival for their kind donation. At a 
time when we have all been challenged, the 
Committee have pulled out all the stops and 
continued to raise monies for many good 
causes around town. A hearty thank you! Your 
donation goes towards our annual insurance 
costs which is fundamental to our activities 
and means we can function through 2022.

On top to the Carnival award we have been 
granted a further award by the Norfolk 
County Council. The background is that after 
16 months of closure the Shed reopened 
following the lockdowns. Once everyone was 
doubled jabbed we deemed it OK to reopen 
and renew old friendships and restart our ac-
tivities. Stuff was still happening in our ‘home 
satellite sheds’ but it’s not the same working in 
isolation. We missed the Mens Shed. It caused 
us to rethink and the germ of an idea to build 
a Covid safe, all weather, external workspace 
and storage facility was born. All the best 
ideas are formed during our tea breaks over 
a brew. Sketched out on the back of a ‘fag 
packet’ the idea took shape.

Coinciding with our discussions, Norfolk CC 
were inviting applications for community in-
frastructure projects. So we applied. Creating 
a covered, Covid safe, outside workspace 
took a major step forward following the recent 
approval of the grant from the Norfolk County 
Council’s Social Infrastructure Fund. The 
Fund is a capital grants initiative designed 
for voluntary and not for profit community 
entities to help develop their facilities following 
the Pandemic. The grants form a key part of 
Norfolk County Council’s Together for Norfolk 
Plan to assist community groups throughout 
the county.

Terry Kane, our Mens Shed’s Chairman said 
“We are delighted and grateful, to be awarded 
this grant from the Norfolk County Council’s 
Social Infrastructure Fund. It will significantly 
boost our activities and help attract new mem-
bers. Our goal is to build it ourselves. We have 
a wide range of skills amongst our member-
ship and this project will help draw us together 
as a team. Men’s wellbeing is central to the 
Mens Shed concept and this will be a great 

project to bond and share our skills.”

We are now solidifying our project plan and 
intend to work through the winter months to 
give us this usable work area. We will pro-
vide updates through these columns as we 
progress. If anyone would like to get involved 
and join in on our efforts they would be made 
most welcome.

Last month we mentioned that a Garden Pod 
was under construction and also a Pole Lathe. 
Well both are now finished and operational. 
We are happy to invite anyone interested to 
have a go on the lathe, just pop down to the 
Shed on a Wednesday when someone is sure 
to be there. It’s quite rewarding to see pure 
novices create some really imaginative pieces. 
Also if anyone would like us to make them a 
Garden Pod (think covered Arbor) please get 
in touch.

As always, if you would like more information 
please visit us at http://www.wellsnextthe-
seamensshed.weebly.com, or email us at 
mensshedwells@gmail.com

Women’s Institute 
Our October Apple Day Market was a lovely 
affair as we had hoped and expected. Happy 
customers, hard working producers and 
coffee, tea, snacks and chat were enjoyed by 
lots of people. Masks were worn by everyone 
– except when eating and drinking, of course, 
and the hand sanitizer proved its worth. All in 
all, it was a gesture towards normality.

When you read this our AGM will have been 
and gone, and Christmas will be close. We are 
having a party style meeting, with a member 
devised quiz and a special tea at our Decem-
ber meeting.

Our Christmas Lunch will be held at the Bowl-
ing Green during the month.  The Committee 
have been arranging next year’s activities and 
there will be a good programme of speakers 
at our regular meetings and a variety of things 
are planned for our mid-month events. All 
will be revealed in the New Year. But before 
that we wish all readers of The Quay a happy 
Christmas.

If you would like to find out more about Wells 

WI ring Carol Green on 01328 712078.

Wells United Charities 
Our purchase earlier this year of a property in 
Northfield Waye was enabled by a legacy. To 
honour this generous gift we will be placing 
a plaque on it reading “Reginald Mussett 
House”. This property, which consists of two 
flats, is now let out to local people through 
Homes for Wells. The income generated from 
this is then used by the WUC to provide grants 
(which fall within our remit), to help local peo-
ple and local charities. 

Please come and support our Christmastide 
stall in the Maltings, 4th -5th December. First 
prize in our raffle will be a beautiful quilt made 
by local quiltmaker Gill Lupin. We are looking 
for volunteers to help on the stall, so if you 
can spare us some time that weekend please 
contact Jean Davies on 01328 711476. 

The same weekend we will be displaying a 
tree in the Christmas Tree Festival, Congrega-
tional Hall, Clubbs Lane. 

A big thank you from all the trustees to those 
people who anonymously donated their fuel 
grants to WUC, thus enabling us to further 
help local people. Well done whoever you are: 
we really appreciate your kindness.

If you wish to become a member of WUC 
please download a form from our website 
www.wellsunitedcharities.org.uk or collect 
one from Jagger’s Chemist.

Wells Sailing Club
October turned out to be a good month for 
the Club, with some decent sailing weather. 
We saw lots of boats out on the water when 
conditions allowed, with sailors giving it their 
last best efforts before the end of the season. 

At the start of October, we welcomed Olly Day 
along to our first social event of the month. 
He provided lots of hilarity and entertainment, 
with his intriguing magic and funny quips. 
Lots of our members turned out on this wet 
evening to enjoy the fun, and those who were 
wise enough sat well back, so as not to find 
themselves the centre of Olly’s jokes.

In the middle of the month, we held our laying 
up supper and prize giving evening. This is 
always a lovely opportunity for the members 

to come together for a meal and celebrate 
the success of the sailors who have done 
well in the racing. We also like to recognise 
the fabulous efforts of all the volunteers who 
enable the racing, by crewing the support 
boats, pulling flags, and keeping records of 
the placings. Without their support the racing 
would not take place.

So now the sailing season is over for another 
year and all the boats have been removed 
from the boat park and Quay and are being 
stored securely for the winter months. They 
will be worked on and maintained over the 
weeks ahead so that they are in good condi-
tion and ready for the sea again next spring. In 
the meantime, we have a full social calendar 
over the coming months ahead so that we can 
keep in touch with one another even though 
we are not spending time on the water.

We are always keen to welcome sailors as 
new members, so if this is you, please email 
the club secretary at sec.wells.sailing@gmail.
com, or visit https://wellssailingclub.co.uk/
apply/ to download an application form.

Wells Good Companions
It’s been such a long time since we’ve been 
able to get together again. When October was 
considered there still seemed to be so many 
reasons for not meeting up again as we’re all 
in such a vulnerable group and it would be 
an uncomfortable time if we were all wearing 
facemasks which would have been only the 
safe option. With most or all of us now having 
had the third vaccination we can hope that 
things my improve in the future.

Under normal circumstances the Club is 
usually closed during December and January, 
re-opening in February. For now we will look 
towards opening next year but will telephone 
all of you to before then to see if you are 
happy about re-opening. Meanwhile all of 
us on the committee hope you have a lovely 
Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year. 
If you have any questions please phone Lynne 
on 711425 or Pat on 710193.

Nelson Club 
It is lovely to be getting some kind of normality 
back and being able to resume our meetings.  
It is good to see the happy smiling faces and 
our bring-and-buy in October was great fun.
We have two meetings In December. The 
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News from the Anglican Churches
By Revd. Brenda Stewart, Rector
Once the clocks go back we know we’re really 
into the winter season and, as the wind howls 
and the rain hammers down, I’m always grate-
ful to be inside one of our church buildings. 
They are calm spaces even when all around is 
noise and bustle.

Of course there’s always the concern with 
any medieval building that it may spring a 
leak and that’s why the team at St Nicholas 
is so relieved to have received a grant from 
the National Lottery Heritage Fund for repairs 
which will secure the building’s future. Not 
just places of worship, our churches are also 
community spaces. In addition to ‘Crossfire’, 
St Nicholas has hosted two concerts this 
autumn, Chanter’s Jigge, and the Fairhaven 
Singers with the Bingham Quartet; along with 
the British Legion service after the wreath-lay-
ing on Remembrance Sunday, the culmination 
of a day of services across the Benefice. 
And churches are the focus for important life 

events - baptisms, marriages and funerals. 

Since I last wrote we have had one more wed-
ding at Holkham. We wish Rachel, Patrick and 
their family well for the future.  

Whilst I know it will be very busy, it has been 
a real joy to be planning a full programme 
of Christmas services this year with carol 
services in all four parishes and Warham’s 
Christmas tree festival on the weekend before 
Christmas.

Churches Together has compiled a full list of 
Christmas services which you can find in this 
issue of the Quay (on p.36). It’s also great to 
have Messy Church and the Community Mar-
ket (2nd & 3rd Sundays 10.30 - 12.30) back in 
operation at St. Nicholas’.

I wish you peace and joy this Christmas and 
rich blessings in the year to come. 

Wells Christmastide Festival 2021
As we head into November excitement is 
already building for this year’s Wells Christmas 
Tide Festival event on Saturday 4th December.

A varied programme of entertainment has 
been arranged to cater for all the family, culmi-
nating with Santa’s arrival on the Quay and a 
spectacular firework display.

Craft stalls will be running in Wells Maltings 
on Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th December, 
and anyone wishing to apply for a stall should 
contact Mel Catton on 07881-876158.

There will also be stalls in the town’s main 
shopping street, Staithe Street, and in the car 
park of Wells Health Centre. Again, Mel is the 
contact point if you wish to book a stall.

In addition, this year’s festival will also feature 

carol singing on the Buttlands on Friday 3rd 
December commencing at 5.30pm. All ages 
are welcome.

A Christmas Tree Festival will also take place 
from Friday 3rd to Sunday 5th December in 
the Congregational Hall on Clubbs Lane.

The festival organisers can also confirm that 
a visiting funfair will be located on Wells Quay 
on Saturday 4th December.

Details of all the events arranged will be 
included in the festival programme, which will 
be available ahead of the occasion, as well as 
promoted on social media channels.

Twitter - @WellsXmasTide
Facebook – www.facebook.com/xmastide 

first is on Thursday 2nd December and our 
Christmas party and buffet will be held on 16th 
December.  Both meetings are at Wells Com-
munity Hospital and start at 2.00 pm.

If you are lonely and would like to make new 

friends, new members are always welcome 
and transport may be available.

Please contact Sandra Phipps on 07775 
424559 or Adrian Underwood on 07990 
026839 for further details.

Homes for Wells has seen a significant in-
crease in families looking for affordable homes 
to rent in Wells and surrounding parishes so 
we are really excited to announce that Homes 
for Wells will have twelve affordable properties 
to allocate early next year.

These will be on a small development in War-
ham. There is a mixture of two and three bed-
room semi-detached houses and a couple of 
two-bedroom bungalows. Victory Housing and 
Homes for Wells have been working together 
on this project. Victory will build the houses 
and Homes for Wells will allocate them at the 
start and when they become vacant. This is 
really important as only the Homes for Wells 
allocation policy gives priority to local people. 
If you would like to be considered as a tenant, 
please do get in touch. 

We are starting on a programme of mainte-
nance on all of our properties and are putting 
together a five-year plan which will keep all 
of our homes to a good standard. As the Old 
School is Grade II listed it will take more care 
and costs to keep it maintained. We currently 
have 30 properties in our portfolio, 22 are 
owned by Homes for Wells and 8 are man-
aged. 

Homes for Wells has been unsuccessful in ac-
quiring grants to purchase ex-Flagship stock 
which have recently come on the open market. 
It is with great regret we cannot add these 
properties to our portfolio. Without the grant 
funding, current property prices are out of our 

reach.  

We have 
worked with Wells United Charities, who 
recently purchased flats in Northfield Waye. 
Two families, who were faced with eviction 
from their previous homes, have been housed. 
We are keen to forge further relationships with 
organisations, or individuals, who would like to 
help the community by renting their property 
to local key workers.

We had a highly successful evening talk from 
Robert Smith, MBE, in September, which was 
both informative and entertaining, followed 
by a fish and chip supper from French’s.  We 
also had a raffle and auctioned an original Niki 
Willows print. There was a great atmosphere, 
and we raised a total of £1289.05.  Huge thank 
you to all who attended and contributed.  This 
money will go towards the refurbishment of 
our latest two Northfield Waye flats.  By the 
next issue, we will have had our evening talk 
from Jake Fiennes, too.

Do come along and see us on Saturday 4th 
December at Wells Christmas Tide. You can 
find us in the Health Centre carpark, and we 
have some fabulous raffle prizes for both 
adults and children. More details will be availa-
ble on our website www.homesforwells.com, 
as well as Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.

Please email karen.clarke@homesforwells.
com if you would like to be added to our 
newsletter mailing list. 

Homes For Wells
By Jane Berwick, general manager

Methodist Church news
By Sue Scoles
We are collecting money this year for St. Mar-
tin’s House which supports rough sleepers, 
sofa surfers and those at risk of becoming 
homeless in Norwich. Any money you can 
spare will be put to good use locally. Please 
also remember to support our local food bank 
at the cottage hospital. Our Christmas servic-
es are as follows:

Sunday 19th th December carol service led by 
Cliff Shanganya. Christmas Day family service 
led by Cliff Shanganya.

Sunday 2nd  January a New Year service led 
by Colin Garwood. All three services will begin 
at 11 am.

Please note there will be no service on Boxing 
Day, which falls on a Sunday this year.

You will be very welcome at all or any of our 
services but if we don’t see you, everyone at 
Wells Methodist church would like to wish you 
a happy and peaceful Christmas.
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Wighton news
Thanks to all the team ((Sharon and Mel Fox, 
Leah Kelly, Pat Weston, Ali King and Graham 
and Suki Polson)) who organised a successful 
Hallowe’en party attended by 38 children with 
their parents at the end of October. 

Next stop, it’s Christmas, and the festivities 
start at Wighton’s next Quiz Night which 
combines jingle-bell jollity with baffling brain-
teasers on Friday 26th Nov. in the village hall. 
Doors open at 7.30pm and the quiz starts at 
8pm, finishing by around 9pm. Either come 
with a ready-made group or join up with a 
friendly team on arrival. Entrance is £2, there’s 
the usual raffle and this event promises to be 
a particularly fun occasion. Proceeds go to vil-
lage hall funds. There won’t be a Quiz Night in 
December, but this monthly event will resume 
in January.

We have a free wreath-making event to create 
festive decorations for the village (date to be 
confirmed) and on Sunday 19th December  
Santa will be touring the village by tractor from 
4pm. Santa returns to meet village children in 
person between 2 pm and 7 pm on Tuesday 
21st December. Contact Suki Polson (01328 
820743) to book a timed slot at £5 per child. 
More information on the Christmas events 
listed above will be available on the Scarecrow 
Festival Wighton Facebook page.

Meanwhile at All Saints all are welcome to a 
Carol Service at 6.30pm on Sunday 12th De-
cember and a Christmas Service at 6.30pm on 
Friday 24th December. Continuing on a festive 
note, the good news is that that Panto is back 
(“Oh yes it is!”) and this time it’s “Jack and the 

Beanstalk” written by Wendy Brett Reynolds 
and performed by our talented village troupe. 
Performances will take place in early January 
(dates to be confirmed). Tickets will be £6 
(adult), £3 (child). More information from Mar-
garet Brett Reynolds (01328 820511). 

Thank you to all those who renewed their 100 
Club numbers for 2022. There are still a few 
numbers available so just a reminder that this 
is an affordable, fun and easy way to help 
Wighton provide play facilities for local and 
visiting children. The 100 Club is particularly 
well-suited to holiday cottage owners who 
want to help support the village and its amen-
ities. So if you are interested please contact 
Sue Harrison (01328 820388) for more details.

Wighton’s application to the Norfolk Coun-
ty Council for a grant to help with our new 
village hall project was sadly unsuccessful but 
we have just heard that the Trustees of the 
Goldcrest Charitable Trust who had already 
pledged the extremely generous sum of 
£100,000 towards the new build, have now 
increased their offer to an amazing £500,000 
to ensure that the project goes ahead. Times-
cales are tight, but the Project Group has 
sprung into action once again and is working 
hard to get a planning application submitted 
before the end of January, and will be launch-
ing a buy-a-brick scheme for all those who 
want to make a donation to hall funds. Watch 
this Facebook page or check www.wightonvil-
lagehall.co.uk for further details.

A merry Christmas and very happy New Year 
to all.

We are looking to expand our portfolio
With a local and enthusiastic team, Norfolk Hideaways are well placed 

to make the process of sharing your holiday home easy and enjoyable. 
We are dedicated to managing your property with the same care

and attention you would and with tailored services to suit your needs, 
you can be as involved as you like.

Please call us on 01328 887 658 or email newowners@norfolkhideaways.co.uk
norfolkhideaways.co.uk

We are looking to expand our portfolio
With a local and enthusiastic team, Norfolk Hideaways are well placed 

to make the process of sharing your holiday home easy and enjoyable. 
We are dedicated to managing your property with the same care

and attention you would and with tailored services to suit your needs, 

Warham Reading Room
Over the last few months we have started to 
welcome back our hires, and it has been lovely 
to see people enjoying themselves at the 
Reading Room once again. 

We will shortly be creating our diary for 2022 
and we look forward to welcoming everyone to 
our events again. Full details will be published 
on our website and Facebook page.

During the summer, we had three wedding 
reception hires. Congratulations to our three 
couples. It was lovely to see the venue all dec-

orated and guests enjoying themselves. 

For information about classes held at Warham 
Reading Room are on the ‘regular hire’ page 
of our website, and room hire details are on 
the ‘to book’ page.

Also, don’t forget to like our Facebook page 
where you can keep up with all our news and 
event details.

www.warhamreadingroom.co.uk
www.facebook.com/warhamreadingrooms
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How to avoid investment mistakes
By Peter Barton, Continuum

If you are a first-time investor you may be 
daunted by taking a step into the unknown, 
especially if you have heard something about 
the potential risks, but not enough to be cer-
tain you can avoid them. This article highlights 
several potential investment mistakes and how 
to avoid them.

Not having a strategy is one risk. Investment 
is not a matter of luck, and certainly not 
about picking out investments at random. It 
needs a coherent strategy, which removes 
the guesswork and turns investment not just 
into a planned route to your goals, but one 
with quantifiable progress mileposts along the 
way. The planning starts with understanding 
what you want from your investment. Capital 
growth or income, or a combination of both.  
What risk can you afford to take, what are your 
timeframes, what are your wealth targets and 
what can you commit to reach them?

You need to know the answers to these ques-
tions – and understand the impact they have 
on the investments that are right for you.

Understanding risk is vital. There are no 
guarantees with investing. Any investment 
opportunity carries some risk, and the general 
rule is that the greater potential returns, the 
greater is the risk. But some risk is actually 
desirable. Without some risk you may not 
be able to reach your financial targets. You 
must also understand the risk inherent in each 
investment you make.

A UK government bond is seen as low risk, 
while shares in a small business enterprise 
may be much higher risk. Low-risk invest-
ments usually restrict you to low, steady 
returns. Higher risk may mean the chance of 
higher returns that arrive much faster but may 
also carry a higher risk of loss.

Ideally, you want a portfolio made up of invest-
ments with a range of risk. How that portfolio 
is made up will depend on your attitude to 
risk, investment strategy and such factors as 
the time you have to reach your wealth goals.
Having a diversified portfolio of investments, 
made up of different investment types, can 
help to reduce risk. When one part of the 

market dips, another will hopefully rise. One 
common mistake that DIY investors make is 
too much emphasis on home bias – investing 
in UK companies that they’ve heard of – rather 
than taking a more global approach.

Investing allows you to buy shares in com-
panies and share in their potential profits. 
However, over short periods volatility in the 
price can hide any gains so investing over the 
longer term – at least 5 years - works best as 
it can benefit from compound growth.

Another potential mistake would be in not 
seeking professional help, especially if you’re 
uncomfortable “going it alone” as you don’t 
have the knowledge or experience. At Contin-
uum we would be happy to advise you on a 
suitable investment strategy to help meet your 
goals. 

Finally, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas.

The information contained in this article is based 
on the opinion of Continuum and does not 
constitute financial advice or a recommendation 
to suitable investment strategy, you should seek 
independent financial advice before embarking on 
any course of action.
When investing your capital is at risk. The value of 
investments can fall as well as rise and you may 
get back less than you invested.

Peter Barton is an Independent Financial Adviser 
at Continuum.
Tel: 01603 879875 or 07787 561087
Email: peter@mycontinuum.co.uk
www.mycontinuum.co.uk 

Continuum is a trading name of Continuum (Financial Services) 
LLP Falcon House, Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth, PL7 5JY 
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority. Continuum (Financial) Services LLP is a Limited 
Liability Partnership. Company registration number OC393363. 
Registered in England & Wales.

INDEPENDENT 
MERCEDES SPECIALIST

Servicing    Diagnostics    Repairs ..

Rash’s Green, Dereham, NR19 1SX
prestigeautomotiveservices.co.uk

01362 695 906

Continuum (Financial Services) LLP, Falcon House,
Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth, PL7 5JY
T: +44 (0)345 643 0770 E: info@mycontinuum.co.uk
www.mycontinuum.co.uk

Registered address. As Above. Registered in England and Wales.
OC393363

Continuum is a trading name of Continuum (Financial Services) LLP
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Continuum (Financial Services) LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership.

Make Your
Finances
Simple

T:  01603 879875
M: 07787 561087
peter@mycontinuum.co.uk
www.mycontinuum.co.uk

For a comprehensive
solution contact
Peter Barton DipFA MAQ
Independent Financial Adviser

UUU



The Quay                                                  24                                                  December 2021 The Quay                                                  25                                                  December 2021

Call Outs during October 

Saturday 2nd  October
Wells inshore lifeboat launched to assist 
two people who had become cut off by the 
incoming tide on Holkham beach. The crew 
found the two people cold with wet feet, but 
uninjured. They transferred them to the safety 
of the lifeboat and took them back to the boat-
house, where they were put ashore both safe 
and well. 

Saturday 9th  October 
Wells inshore lifeboat went to the assistance 
of four people in a rigid inflatable boat (RIB) 
which had run hard aground on the ebbing 
tide, in the approaches to Wells Harbour 
channel. The lifeboat crew launched and on 
assessing the situation it was decided to take 
the four crew from the RIB back to the safety 
of the boathouse, and for the inshore lifeboat 
crew to recover the stranded boat later on the 
incoming tide. Once the RIB had re-floated, 
it was towed back to its mooring in the quay 
through the fog.

Friday 15th  October
Wells inshore lifeboat went to the assistance 
of a vessel which was engulfed by flames in 
Wells Harbour. The lifeboat crew joined the 
Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service, who were 
already on scene and who had ascertained 
that there were no longer any people on board 
the vessel. By using the lifeboat, the crew 
supported the Fire Service by transporting fire 
equipment and firefighters across the channel 
to the vicinity of the burning boat. The crew 
also assisted on foot to feed a hose from 
the fire pump across the channel, which the 
firefighters used to put out the flames with 
foam. Once the Fire Service was satisfied 
that the fire was completely distinguished, 
Wells inshore lifeboat crew helped to bring the 
equipment back across the channel and then 
returned the boathouse. 

Monday 25th  October
Wells inshore lifeboat was paged for an im-
mediate launch to assist a kayaker who had 
capsized his craft and then found himself in 
difficulty in the channel South of Scolt Head 

Island. On arrival the Coastguard advised the 
lifeboat crew that a local fishing vessel had 
taken the lone Kayak in tow. The crew made 
their way inland and learnt that the kayaker in 
difficulty had made it to the safety of the shore 
and was getting warm and dry and needed no 
further assistance. 

Monday 26th  October
Wells inshore lifeboat was paged to go to 
the assistance of a woman who had got into 
difficulties walking in the outer reaches of 
Blakeney harbour so had sought refuge on a 
boat in the vicinity.   The woman had managed 
to alert the Coastguard using a VHF radio on 
the boat she had boarded, but was unable 
to provide a clear indication of her actual 
whereabouts. Meanwhile, a Coastguard plane 
in the vicinity joined the search and located 
the woman after several fly pasts of the har-
bour. The inshore lifeboat arrived in the outer 
harbour and a crew member disembarked and 
walked, under the aircraft’s directions, towards 
the boat. Here the woman was found onboard 
safe well but in need of guidance to get back 
to the shore safely, so the crew member 
helped the woman off the boat and guided her 
across the harbour channel to the Old Lifeboat 
Station. From here, the local Coastguard 
helped the woman back to the mainland. The 
crew member returned to the lifeboat, and 
they headed back to Wells.

New Lifeboat House
The structural timber works have been com-
pleted and the internal fit out is progressing 
well. A black membrane has been secured 
over the roof timbers which will maintain the 
watertight integrity of the building, until the 
roof cladding arrives in January next year. Un-
fortunately, supply chain issues are impacting 
on sourcing key items and materials, and the 
completion schedule has slipped as a result 
of this by a couple of weeks; however, Reside 
Construction are hopeful they can pull this 
back on track for an April/May completion and 
handover.

Lifesaving Work
Our lifeboat crew is ready at all hours of the 
day and night to go to the assistance of any-

Wells Lifeboat Station news
Local people play a vital role in saving lives at sea 
and keeping our beaches safe

one in difficulty from the dangers of the sea. 
Our volunteers continue to train and attend 
practice launches on a fortnightly basis. The 
next dates, subject to operations, are Monday 
22nd  November at 6pm, Sunday 5th  Decem-
ber at 7.45pm and Monday 20 December at 
5.30pm. The public are very welcome to watch 
from the safety of the shore.

We are looking for new volunteer lifeboat crew. 
If you would like to find out more, please con-
tact the lifeboat house at admin@wellslifeboat.
org or telephone 01328 710230. 

Lifeboat Carol Service
It will not be possible to hold the Lifeboat 
Carol Service at the boathouse this year due 
to the construction of the new boathouse and 
the complications that this causes with health 
and safety. We are sorry that we will not be 
able to hold this annual and popular event, but 
we thank you all for your continued support. 

Safety Messages
Even though the winter is approaching people 
can still enjoy our coastline, either walking 
along the beach or out on the water in a boat 
or kayak. Before you set out, check the tide 
times and weather. Let someone know where 
you are going and when you expect to be 
back. Dress appropriately for the conditions 
and wear a lifejacket if out on the water. Al-
ways carry a form of communication on you in 
a waterproof pouch. 

As the weather and the sea temperatures get 
colder, the potential risk of fatal hypothermia 
increases; therefore, if you get into difficulty, 
speed of action is critical:

CALL 999 AND ASK FOR COASTGUAR
STAY CALM
USE WHAT3WORDS TO HELP PINPOINT 
YOUR LOCATION IF POSSIBLE

General Information
For more information about RNLI Wells Life-
boat Station, events, or being a member of our 
team, please contact 01328 710230

www.wellslifeboat.org

Wells RNLI                   @wellsrnli

If you would like to donate, please visit our 
‘JustGiving’ page:
justgiving.com/fundraising/rnli-wells 

We would like to wish you all a very merry 
Christmas and fair winds for 2022. Next year is 
going to be a significant one for Wells lifeboat 
station with the planned opening of the new 
boathouse in early summer and 
the arrival of our new Shannon 
lifeboat, Duke of Edinburgh, in 
the autumn.

Postbag
Dear Editor, 

It’s a strange invention to tell us (in the No-
vember Quay) that ships could load cargo at 
Holkham until the pinewoods were planted in 
the late 19th century.

There had indeed been sizeable creeks across 
the Holkham marshes but they were cut off 
and partly drained when the marshes nearest 
the village were embanked around 1720. The 
bank, running west-east as far as Wells, is still 
visible today.
Even those creeks had long been used only by 

small boats for fishing, reed cutting or landing 
smuggled brandy. Barley and rye grown at 
Holkham were shipped out through Wells.

Everything that the hall at Holkham needed 
- stone, mahogany, coal, domestic goods, 
wine, even statues, paintings and books - was 
brought into our port of Wells on ships from 
London, Bristol, Hull and elsewhere, then car-
ried to Holkham in horse-drawn carts. 

Yours,
Christine Hiskey
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HOT WATER    HEATING    ELECTRICITY

ENERGY THAT WON'T
C O S T  T H E  E A R T H

Contact us for a free, no obligation consultation to
find out how you can benefit from renewable energy

01603 574185
www.wisegreenenergy.co.uk
info@wisegreenenergy.co.uk

Renewable energy solutions for

NNoorrtthh  PPooiinntt  PPrrooppeerrttyy  CCaarree  
 

PPAATT  TTeessttiinngg    
PPrrooppeerrttyy,,  GGaarrddeenn  &&  GGeenneerraall  MMaaiinntteennaannccee    

CCoonnttaacctt  
DDaanniieell  MMoonneeyy  0077557700223344889911    

iinnffoo@@nnoorrtthhppooiinnttpprrooppeerrttyyccaarree..ccoo..uukk  
wwwwww..nnoorrtthhppooiinnttpprrooppeerrttyyccaarree..ccoo..uukk  
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07771 874997 • 01328 713002 • www.npmbuilders.co.uk

 • Painting and decorating • UPVC windows and doors •  
• Wall and floor tiling • Gate and fencing repairs and installation •  

• Electrical and plumbing work • Lock and glass replacement •

NPM Builders & Property Maintenance

Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories 
Paving, Flooring and Decking

All building work, repairs and maintenance undertaken 
All Part P electrical work carried out

Building Contractors and Project Management

A Name to Build On!
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 Willie Hicks, local doctor from 1927 to 1969, once performed an operation on a teddy bear which had 
lost its eye. The sick owner, a little girl confined to bed, asked him if he could do anything. He said it 

required surgery and so took it away. He returned a week later with the bear’s head swathed in bandages. 
When she removed them, the girl found that a new eye had been sewn on.

History does not record whose needle and thread performed the miracle!
The little girl  got better too.

The wonders of medicine
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Yes, it’s come around again! The time of twin-
kly lights and stuffing your face, and feeling 
thankful for whatever good fortune has come 
your way. We are so thankful to everyone in 
our wonderful community for keeping us going 
this year – and we hope we’ve helped you a 
little, too. 

The coming weeks are packed full with festiv-
ities for you. (look out for Christmas Bingo on 
16 Dec). The next Open Mic Night will be on 7 
Dec for some free live music, and the opportu-
nity to play for an audience in our bar.

Of course, the wonderful Christmas Tide is 
back on 4 & 5 Dec! We are thrilled to be taking 
part in this Wells tradition – we’ll have craft 
and gift stalls upstairs, a Santa’s Grotto on 
both Saturday evening and Sunday afternoon, 
and festive food and drink all weekend. 

December is a festive feast of music, theatre 
and all sorts of fun. Nigel Price brings his trio 
to the auditorium on the 8th for a night of 
Wes Montgomery inspired jazz. December 
9th sees the Heritage Series explore the three 
large tidal surges Wells has experienced, with 
Godfrey Sayers presenting Those In Peril On 
The Shore. 

We’re planning a Northern Soul all-nighter, 
Wells Keeps The Faith, on Friday, December 
10th, with an instructor to teach us the moves! 
Tuesday  December 14th  is quiz time, with 
Ding Dong! The Maltings Festive Quiz posing 
questions on all things Christmas. Our Salt-
marsh Series continues on Thursday Decem-
ber 16th with Sally Francis discussing saffron 
and its many uses, with Christmas Bingo on 
the same evening for something a bit different.

Then from December 17th  the main event – 
our Christmas play from fEAST Theatre! This 
year’s seasonal treat is a hilarious local twist 
on a classic fairy tale. You know the story - 
two kids, a gingerbread house, a talking tree, 
a witch that eats people... Wait, what?! Hansel 
and Gretel will be great fun for all the family, 
featuring fun songs and puppetry. Suitable for 
ages 7 and up, we’re offering family dis-
counts, group discounts and performances for 
schools, with public shows from 17th – 28th. 

You’ll laugh. You’ll cry. You’ll never look at 
Gummy Bears the same way again.

On Fri 17 Dec we have a fantastic young soul/
rock group playing in our bar from 7.30pm. 
Mama Oh No are based in Norfolk, with mem-
bers from the UK and Denmark. Combining 
energetic swampy blues with sparkling indie 
chords, their sound could be compared with 
The Black Keys and Alabama Shakes. Don’t 

miss this free event! The Nutcracker comes 
to our screen on Sun 19th  Dec; this seasonal 
favourite is brought to us by the Bolshoi Ballet.

Wells Maltings will be closed on Christmas 
Day itself, and we’ll post our Christmas 
opening hours on the website. Then we’re 
moving into 2022 at last! A storybook staging 
of Cinderella comes to us live from the Met 
Opera on Sat 1 Jan, the latest Disney anima-
tion, Ron’s Gone Wrong (PG) on Sun 2 Jan, 
then our first Open Mic Night of the year on 
Tue 4 Jan. We’ll have another Heritage Series 
talk, this time from the Wells lifeboat crew and 
Coxswain discussing Those In Peril On The 
Sea on 12 Jan.

Thank you once again to all our lovely cus-
tomers, audiences, volunteers and staff. We 
couldn’t do it without you! Merry Christmas, 
and a very happy and safe 2022 to you all. 

Browse and book online www.wellsmaltings.
org.uk, or drop by and pick up a paper pro-
gramme. Our bistro, visitor information centre 
and box office are open daily. 
You can always call us for infor-
mation or book over the phone 
on 01328 710885.

Fun Family Festivities at Wells Maltings!
By Becca Lynn, marketing & development manager



The Quay                                                  34                                                  December 2021 The Quay                                                  35                                                  December 2021

Wells War Memorial
Institute Club

The recently refurbished Club lies at the heart of the Wells Next 
The Sea community and welcomes locals and visitors alike

Membership
We offer a range of membership options;
daily £3, weekly £10, yearly £20 and then
£10 to renew thereafter.

Facilities
The Club is airconditioned throughout. We
have a full-size snooker table and pool
table. You can also be entertained by the
live juke box and two fruit machines. We
have two bar areas and our toilets have been completely refurbished.

Sport
We show live sport on our 108-inch projector acreen and three televisions. We are 

subscribed to BT Sports and Sky Sports. We
can show two different games at the same time.

Entertainment
The Club shows live music to cater for all
tastes. We will be holding bingo on a monthly
basis. The Club can also be available for
parties, wakes and any other functions.

Come and support your local Club, you will be assured of a warm 
welcome. You can find us on Facebook for regular updates on 
events, just search Wells War Memorial Institute Club or our 

website www.wellsclub.co.uk or drop us a line on 01328 711386. 
Google Maps Location Code XV42+GC Wells-next-the-Sea

Events diary
A selection of events in the area
NOVEMBER
22nd - Christmas Tree decoration making 
sessions. 10.30am to 1.00pm.
St Seraphim’s Walsingham
23rd - Christmas Tree decoration making 
sessions. 10.30am to 1.00pm.
St Seraphim’s Walsingham
26th - Holistic Fair 6pm to 8pm.
Community Hospital 
26th - Diva Opera; We Need a Little Christmas 
- arias and carols. 7.00pm. Holkham 
26th - Live theatre ‘Bobby & Amy’; dark come-
dy 7.30pm. The Maltings 
27th - Craft Fair - Community Hospital
27th - The Courier (12A) – film Cold War spy 
thriller 7pm (Maltings)
27th - Diva Opera; We Need a Little Christmas  
- arias and carols. 7.00pm. Holkham 
28th - North Norfolk Music Festival; Benjamin 
Appl baritone & James Baillieu piano 3.00pm. 
The Maltings
29th - Gigspanner Big Band; Unique British 
folk band 7.30pm. The Maltings

DECEMBER
2nd - 7.00pm Last Night In Soho (18) - Psy-
chological thriller. Maltings
3rd - 5.30pm Christmastide Carols. Buttlands
3rd - 7.00pm Dune (12A) New adaptation of 
the sci-fi classic. Maltings
4th-5th - Christmastide – craft stalls, funfair - 
all day in Staithe Street and around the town
5th - 2.00pm Santa’s Grotto. Maltings
6th - 7.00pm The French Dispatch (15) 
-Screen Next The Sea. Maltings
7th - 7.00pm Open Mike Night -Free live 
music. Maltings
8th - 7.30pm Nigel Price Trio - Live jazz music. 

Maltings
9th - 7.00pm Those In Peril On The Shore 
Heritage Series – talk with Godfrey Sayers. 
Maltings
10th - 7.00pm – 11.00 pm Wells Keeps The 
Faith - Northern Soul all-nighter
11th - 5.30pm A Festive Fantasia – Fakenham 
Choral Society. Fakenham Parish Church
11th - 6.00pm Eurydice - Matthew Aucoin- 
Met Opera Encore. Maltings
12th - 3.00pm Salome Quartet - North Norfolk 
Music Festival. Maltings 
14th - 7.00pm Ding Dong! The Maltings Fes-
tive Quiz. Maltings
15th - 7.00pm Christmas Bingo. Maltings 
16th - 7pm ‘Saffron’ with Sally Francis - marsh 
Series. Maltings
17th (til– Tue 28th) - 2.00 pm & 4.00 pm 
Hansel and Gretel - Family festive theatre. 
Maltings
17th - 7.30pm Mama Oh No - Soul/rock mu-
sic, free entry
18th - 7.00pm ‘Christmas around the World’  - 
concert. Alderman Peel High School
18th, 19th, 22nd & 23rd - Father Christmas in 
Residence. Holkham  
19th - 3.00pm The Nutcracker - Tchaikovsky 
-Bolshoi Ballet classic. Maltings
20th - 7.00pm It Must Be Heaven (15) - Screen 
Next The Sea. Maltings
21st - 6-8pm An Evening with Lady Glencon-
ner. Holkham)
27th - 5.30pm Lady Glenconner in Conversa-
tion with David Whiteley. Holkham

JANUARY 
1st - 5.55pm Cinderella  - Massenet - Met 
Opera Live. Maltings

For full details of events please see the links and QR codes on the various magazine pages, or visit;

wellsmaltings.org.uk               Community Hospital: wellbeingnorfolk.co.uk               holkham.co.uk

Defibrillator locations in the N23 area

     These potentially life-saving devices can be found at:
     Alderman Peel High School, Market Lane     
     Co-Operative, Polka Road, NR23 1JG
     Harbour Office, Beach Road, NR23 1AT
     Plattens Fish & Chip Shop, The Quay, NR23 1AH
     Police Station, Polka Road, NR23 1ED
     Recycling Centre, Warham Road, NR23 1NE
     Sailing Club, East End, NR23 1LE

If you are aware of any other 
locations in the NR23 area 
where there is a defibrillator, or 
if you find any inaccuracies in 
this list, please let us know.
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Church service times

Library is open as normal until:

24th December: open 9am to 12 noon
25th to 28th December: closed
29th & 30th December: normal opening times
31st December: 9am to 4pm
1st to 3rd January: closed
from 4th January: normal opening times  www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries

Wells Library Christmas opening hours

Sunday December 5th (Advent 2)  
10.30am: Wells Quaker Meeting for Worship 
(every Sunday)  
11.00am: Wells St. Nicholas’ Worship for All 
with music 
11.00am: Wells Methodist Morning Worship 
(every Sunday) 
3.00pm: Evangelical Congregational Sunday 
Worship (every Sunday)

Sunday December 12th (Advent 3) 
9.30am: Wells St. Nicholas’ Holy Communion
11.00am: Holkham Hall ‘Canine Carols’ out-
door service
6.30pm: Wighton All Saints’ Carol Service
Wednesday December 15th
1.15pm: Wells St Nicholas’ Community Carol 
Service 

Saturday December 18th
2.00 - 5.00pm: Warham All Saints’ Christmas 
Tree Festival

Sunday December 19th (Advent 3) 
11.00am: Wells Methodist Church Carol 
Service
11.00am: Holkham St Withburga’s Carol Ser-
vice (Hall Chapel)
1.00 - 4.00pm: Warham All Saints’ Christmas 
Tree Festival
4.00pm: Warham All Saints’ Carol Service 
6.30pm: Wells St Nicholas’ Carol Service
7.00pm: Wells Congregational Church Carol 
Service

Friday Dec 24th  Christmas Eve
5.00pm: Wells St Nicholas’ Christingle Service
6.00pm: Wells Our Lady Star of the Sea 
Christmas Eve Mass
6.30pm: Wighton All Saints Christmas Holy 
Communion
11.30pm: Wells St Nicholas’ Midnight Holy 
Communion

Saturday Dec 25th  Christmas Day
9.00am: Wells Our Lady Star of the Sea 
Christmas Day Mass
9.30am: Wells St Nicholas’ Christmas Day 
Morning Prayer and Carols
11.00am: Wells Methodist Church Christmas 
Day Family Service
11.00am: Holkham Christmas Day Holy Com-
munion (Hall Chapel)

Sunday December 26th Boxing Day
11.00am: Wells Holy Communion

Clergy contacts 
Church of England
Revd. Brenda Stewart: 01328710628
Methodist
Revd. Cliff Shanganya: 01328 862174
Evangelical Congregational
Revd. Neil Woodruff: 01328 186208
Roman Catholic
Fr. Keith Tulloch: 01328 713044
Quakers
David Saunders: 01328  711085

From Churches Together; “Last Christmas reminded us what is really important at Christmas. 
We rejoice that hopefully this year we will be able to celebrate the birth of Christ by doing those 
things which were missed: being able to travel, families coming together, children holding Christ-
ingles, singing Christmas carols... This year we have a full programme of Christmas services and 
we invite you to join us as we retell the story of Jesus’ birth in words and music.”

EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police    999
Ambulance   999
Fire    999
Coastguard / Lifeboat  999

NON-EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police    101
Flood co-ordinators   01328 710743
Environment Agency Floodline  0345 9881188
Wells Coastwatch   01328 710587
Wells Fire Station     0300 1231669
Wells Lifeboat Station  01328 710230

BANKS & BUILDING SOCIETIES
Barclays Bank, Fakenham  0345 7345345
HSBC, Fakenham   0345 7404404
Lloyds, Fakenham   0345 6021997
Nat West, Fakenham   0345 7888444

BUS & RAIL INFORMATION
Community Car Scheme  01485 210342
Dial A Bus   01553 776971
Lynx Bus Company   01553 611955
National Rail Enquiries  08457 484950
Sanders Coaches   01263 712800

CHURCHES
Church of England rector  01328 710628
Methodist Church   01328 711931
Congregational Church  07469 186208
Roman Catholic Church  01328 821353
Quaker Meeting House  01328 711387
Russian Orthodox   01328 820108
Churches Together   01328 713044

COUNCILS
Wells Town Council   01328 710564
Norfolk County Council  0344 800821
North Norfolk District Council  01263 513811

HEALTHCARE
Burnham Market Surgery  01328 737000
NHS Direct   111
N & N Hospital, Norwich  01603 286286
QEII Hospital, King’s Lynn  01553 613613
Red Cross   0808 1963651
Wells Community Hospital  01328 711996
Wells Health Centre   01328 710741

LIBRARIES
Fakenham Library   01328 862715
Wells Library   01328 710467

SCHOOLS
Alderman Peel High School  01328 710476
Fakenham Infants School  01328 864511

Fakenham Junior School  01328 862188
Fakenham Academy    01328 851039
Walsingham Primary School  01328 820265
Wells Primary School & Nursery  01328 710320

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Age UK Norfolk   0300 5001217
Chemist - David Jagger Ltd  01328 710239
Citizens Advice (Norfolk)  0800 1448848
Duncan Baker MP   020 72193000  
(constituency office number) 01692 557140
Funeral Directors (Suttons)  01328 710301
Norfolk Family Carers  01603 219924
Norfolk Debt Advice   01603 863582
Registration of births, deaths,  
marriages & civil partnerships  03244 8008020
Relate - marriage guidance  01603 625333
Tourist Information Centre  01328 710885
Veterinary surgery   01328 711022
Wells Maltings booking office  01328 839000
Wells Post Office   01328 710332

LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Carers Matter Norfolk  01328 710501
Elsmith Bowls Club   07709 988079
Fakenham Choral Society  01328 700165
Heritage House Care   01328 711333
Homes For Wells   01328 711703
Keep Fit Group   01328 730508
Lifeboat Guild   01328 711823
Local Archaeology   01328 711449
Local History Group   01328 710261
Screen-next-the-Sea   01328 710885
Sing For Joy   01263 479931
The Royal British Legion  07469 186208
Wells Art Group   01328 710208
Wells Bellringers   01328 710208
Wells In Bloom  01328 712158
Wells Brownies   07748 256714
Wells Carnival   01328 710014
Wells Community Theatre  01328 710208
Wells Discussion Group  01328 712158
Wells Football Club   01328 710907
Wells Friendship Club  07766 151715
Wells Good Companions 01328 711425
(formerly Wells Pensioners Association) 
Wells Harbour Office   01328 711646
Wells Maltings Trust   01328 711378
Wells Nelson Club   01328 711478
Wells Photographic Group  01328 856456
Wells Sailing Club   01328 712000
Wells Sea Cadets   07889 136430
Wells Town Tennis Club  07784 872977
Wells Twinning Association  01328 711033
Wells United Charities  07764 406852
Women’s Institute   01603 624580

The Quay Directory
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ACCOMMODATION & EATING OUT
Albatros
Bang In Wells
Beach Café
Blue Skies Campsite
French’s Fish & Chips
Norfolk Hideaways
The Bowling Green
The Crown Hotel
The King’s Arms

BUSINESS SERVICES
Black Dog Computer Services Ltd
Continuum financial advisors
Declan Goode: Computer Services
Hayes + Storr Solicitors
Kathryn Gigg Chartered Accountants
NewPrint & Design
Wise Green Energy

DOMESTIC SERVICES
Masbo Cleaning

ESTATE AGENTS & LETTINGS
Belton Duffey
Spalding and Co

FOOD & DRINK SUPPLIES
A & M Frary Shellfish Ltd
Whin Hill Cider

HEALTH & PERSONAL CARE
Big C cancer charity
Chi Beauty and Therapeutic Treatment
David Jagger Ltd, Chemists
Fiona Fisher - Phychotherapist
Foot Perfect
Gunthorpe Osteopaths
Heritage House Day Centre
Kate Brydon Soft Tissue Maasage

HOMES, INTERIORS & FASHION
Art & Design By Camilla
Gallery Plus

Phillippa Kirby Soft Furnishings
Shoe Stop
Simon Leverett Carpets & Vinyls
The Old Station Pottery & Bookshop

HOME & GARDEN MAINTENANCE
AlarKris: Electrical & Security
Anglian Tree Works
Buckie Plumbing & Heating Services
Chas D Allflatt - Building Contractors
David Thompson: Chimney Sweep
Finch Garden Design
JAB Systems: electrical installations
JMC Garden & Landscape Services
JRP Construction & Carpentry
KSP Decorators
Need A Carpenter?
Norfolk Stump Removal
North Point Property Care
NPM Builders & Property
Maintenance
PSB Consultancy & Design
R West Electrical
Ross Fulford - Brick & Stonework
Skip It - mini skip hire
S T Bespoke Decor
Tom Frary - Painter & Decorator
Tom Norman Gardening Services
Worzels Roofing

TRANSPORT & TRAVEL
Kenny Greenfield
PAS Mercedes Specialist
Scillitoe Bros Garage
Wells Bike Hire

OTHER
Country Dogs: dog grooming
Holkham Estate
North Norfolk Music Festival
S T Sutton Funeral Directors
Wells Maltings
Wells War Memorial Institute Club

The Quick Quay
A helpful index of our local business advertisers
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