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Seaweed farms
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How Homes for Wells works

Welcome to The Quay
Some people like to think of Wells as
unchanging; in truth is it changing all the time
though sometimes rather slowly.
Gordon McAnsh took over from Derek Hoddy
as a GP at the Health Centre in 1991 and is
now retiring. His cheerful demeanour, latterly
seen over a mask, will be missed; we wish him
well. Apparently Dr. David Ince from Burnham
Market will be taking over the surgery.
We all seem to have benefitted from medical
interventions a good deal this year; we just
hope that we shall not be visiting the Health
Centre too often!

We can agree hopefully that Wells needs to
provide good jobs for its younger members,
that some development is inevitable, and that
discussion of the future of the town and its
people - whether it be the provision of affordable housing or good jobs - is a good thing. All
change will impact on some people more than
others. Wells has always been a fragile place –
sometimes thought too small and too remote,
blessed by some large-scale changes and
disadvantaged by others.
Some changes are caused by forces beyond
our power to influence; we have to see how
we can benefit from change while hoping to
protect what is precious to us. We need good
debate. So likewise the impact on the landscape of additional offshore wind farms needs
to be aired.

Rev. Cliff Shanganya, our Methodist minister who has been with us for just four years,
will be off to a new ministry in Slough in the
summer.
Out at sea there is change too. Our comment
on the issue of seaweed farming clearly raised
some dust. The Harbour Master has kindly
responded by telling us what is happening.

This was discussed at the January meeting of
the Town Council after we went to press. We
may disagree about the right way forward; but
we cannot stand still. RA
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The Buttlands - a short history

es for recreation. No question had arisen until
the previous November when it was apparent
that there was an attempt to interfere with the
rights of the inhabitants of Wells. Consequently it became necessary to assert the owner’s
rights in order that the privileges of the people
might not in any way be destroyed.

From the archives of the late Dorothy Terrington

A solution was sought whereby the rights of
the owners could be represented and at the
same time the inhabitants of Wells and their
children were to have the use and enjoyment
of the Buttlands to the fullest possible extent.
It was therefore proposed that a lease should
be granted to the Wells UDC and its successors in perpetuity at a purely nominal rent
reserving all the rights to mines and minerals
and containing the following conditions:
•
•
The title deeds of the Buttlands go back to
the year 1691. By incidence of the lease and
release of the 5th and 6th March 1758 made
between John Goodridge and Elizabeth, his
wife of the one part and the Rt. Hon,. Thomas Earl of Leicester of the other part, the
Buttlands on express terms were conveyed to
Thomas, Earl of Leicester and remained in and
were dealt with by that family ever after until
the title deeds were presented to the people
of Wells in the year 1937.
For centuries the Buttlands has been an open
space in which children could play and people
could enjoy their leisure moments. A cock fair
could be held annually. A bonfire could be lit
on November 5th and fireworks were permitted in accordance with ancient custom and
within legal limits. This state of affairs which
had existed over the centuries was rudely interrupted by the events of November 5th 1906
after the Wells UDC had forbidden the annual
bonfire on the Buttlands.
On that particular evening in the Town Fathers
were in solemn debate in the Council chamber. They had previously banned the bonfire
in question in accordance with the Wells
Improvement Act. A group of citizens rebelled
against the order and fearing their rights were
to be taken from them dragged large bundles
of faggots etc and lit a bonfire. They paraded
blazing tar barrels and the bandstand which
had recently been erected to commemorate
The Quay
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the coronation of Edward VII was charged with
these contraptions. Police were called and, in
their efforts to save the bandstand from damage, were manhandled and became covered
with mud from head to foot. Later twenty people were summoned to appear at Walsingham
Police Court. The incident received full press
coverage and came to the notice of the Earl of
Leicester the holder of the title deeds.
The rights of the people dating back for centuries had been threatened and the Earl decided
there and then to lay claim to the freehold of
the Buttlands in order to preserve the rights
of the people of Wells. He claimed henceforth
that the tolls of the Fair and the rents of the
seat and bandstand be paid to him. These demands fell like a bombshell at the March 1907
Council meeting. The Council wisely decided
to seek counsel’s opinion on the assumption
that if the claim could be proved the sooner
the calamity was over the better. A deputation
from Wells UDC complied with the request and
met representatives at Holkham to discuss the
serious matter.
After this discussion a letter was received by
Wells UDC from Messrs. Mills and Reeve acting for the owners which practically confirmed
what was mentioned to the deputation. At the
meeting Mr. Reeve wished it to be known that
the inhabitants of Wells should have the full
use of the Buttlands for all reasonable purposFebruary 2022

•

At the Council meeting which followed, the
Chairman suggested that the matter resolved
itself into three questions and upon the answers depended the fate of Our Buttlands.
1. Were they to agree to the solution proposed
by Messrs. Mills and Reeve on Lord Leicester’s behalf?
2. Did they adhere to the belief of their fathers
that the Buttlands belonged to the people of
Wells and did they mean to protect it?.
3. Did they propose awaiting the final report of
counsel before answering the letter?

The Buttlands not be enclosed.
The bonfire and fireworks to be permitted
in accordance with the ancient custom
and within legal limits.
The fair to be held as heretofore subject
to such regulations as the council think
is desirable to make for the protection of
the soil etc. The tolls and rents of seats
and bandstand to be collected and applied to the upkeep of the Buttlands.

The meeting was adjourned for a week to
enable counsel to complete his opinion on the
subject.
After a great deal of debating agreement was
finally reached and accordingly the Wells people were to have their rights restored.
[This article written in the 1960s was supplied
by Ray Hewitt who asked that it be published
following his retirement from organising the
seasonal bonfire. It is with the permission of the
Terrington family - Ed.]

Screen-next-the-Sea: February films
We hope everyone has kept well and fingers
crossed we can go on ‘sharing the experience’
well into the New Year.
On February 14th at 7pm, we are showing
Rose Plays Julie (15), the story of adoptee,
Rose (Ann Skelly), seeking her biological
parents and the facts of her true identity. Following an initial rejection by her birth mother,
Rose travels to Dublin and is shocked to
discover how she came into existence, which
leads her into a collision course that proves
violent and unsettling. This is a well crafted, slow-burning thriller with a trio of terrific
performances, directed by Joe Lawlor and
Christine Molloy.

Mothering Sunday (15), on 28th February at
7pm, is adapted from a Graham Swift novel,
which is set in the aftermath of World War I
when so many families are still grieving for
the loss of their sons. It tells the story of a
passionate affair between housemaid and
foundling Jane Fairchild (Odessa Young),
and her lover Paul (Josh O’Connor) the boy
from the nearby mansion house. Directed by
Eva Husson and also starring Olivia Colman
and Colin Firth as Jane’s employers, this
handsome well-cast film is quietly subversive
“which turns typical costume dramas on their
heads”.

Filmed over three nights in 2013, Peter
Grimes on Aldeburgh Beach (15), is Benjamin Britten’s best known opera, staged
on the very beach where most of the action
takes place. The film is directed by Margaret Williams, Stuart Bedford conducts the
The Quay

Britten-Pears Orchestra and the Opera North
Chorus, and it features towering performances by Alan Oke, Gisele Allen and Catherine
Wyne-Rogers, on a set of dilapidated fishing
boats and timbers designed by Leslie Travers,
right by the water’s edge. This very atmospheric East Anglian drama is showing on 26th
February at 6pm.
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Wells Community Hospital

“Pride of Wells” awards

As the days start to draw out and the signs of
spring emerge, we are excited to be looking
forward to the year ahead. We are pleased to
add two new yoga classes to our existing exercise timetable. Cat Knight will be joining us
from mid-January and will offer two different
sessions. Flexibility Yoga for beginners will
run on Wednesdays at 10am and Pregnancy
Yoga will be on Mondays at 1pm. For more
information and bookings please contact
reception on 01328 711996.

Do you know someone who made a difference in Wells in 2021?

Group Exercises
Classes with Simon and Sarah can be booked
via our website www.wellbeingnorfolk.co.uk or
call 01328 711996 for further information.

Clinic Spotlight: Kate Brydon Massage
Therapist
Kate offers Soft Tissue Massage Therapy for
Women, working with clients to alter dysfunctions in the musculoskeletal system that our
causing discomforts and looks at what may be
causing these dysfunctions and discomforts.
The treatment combines soft tissue work with
elements of relaxation, bringing together her
training and experience in Holistic Massage.

First Aid in the Workplace Training
Keep your staff and clients safe by ensuring
that you have a qualified first aider on site.
We are offering monthly courses in First Aid in
the Workplace with Aneta to give a comprehensive training with up-to-date methods and
information to fully equip your first aiders with
the skill set needed for every workplace.
Please contact us on 01328 711996 for information and to book.

The Soft Tissues of the body include muscle
and fascia as well as tendons, ligaments, skin,
nerves and blood vessels. Soft Tissue Massage Therapy addresses minor and chronic
issues and tensions within the soft tissues of
the musculoskeletal system. Using traditional
massage and more advanced soft tissue techniques, Soft Tissue Massage aids in improving
your body’s potential and comfort. To book
call Kate on 07493115294 or e mail her at
ktb77@icloud.com.

Clinics, Groups & Services
We have a wide variety of practitioners and
therapists working out of the Community hospital for your wellbeing needs, to find out more
and how to book contact reception, 01328
711996:

The Pride of Wells Team want your nominations - who would you like to nominate?
Who in 2021 has demonstrated support, kindness, been brave in adversity or gone the extra
mile?

Community Support Hub and Foodbank
Wells Community Hospital continues to run
the Community support hub and food bank.
If anybody needs any support do call us and
we will try and help you or sign post, you to
other organisations that can help. Our team of
volunteers can help with prescription pickups,
putting bins out, basic gardening needs and
many other things.
The Hive Café
The Hive Café is open Monday to Friday
10am to 3pm. The perfect place to meet with
friends; join us for great coffee in relaxing surroundings. Last year we hosted book groups
and social gatherings at The Hive Café, if
you would like to hold a group or meeting
here, please contact Simon Prince on 01328
711996.
The Quay
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Acupuncture, Massage & Reiki- Pointz of
Interezt; Audiology; Hear For Norfolk – Earwax
removal & Hearing aid servicing/repairs; Norfolk Hearing Care; Big C Cancer Support; Foot
Health Clinic with Katie Oliver; Orthotics- The
Quay Orthotics; Horticultural therapy – The
Nurture Project; Sports/Rehab Massage –
Sana Massage; Psychotherapy – Fiona Fisher;
Women’s Soft Tissue Massage clinic – Kate
Brydon; Sound Therapy with Sally Collins
Groups
Our groups are a lovely way to meet people
and share experiences and support each other
and are open to anyone in the community.
Talking Elephants bereavement groups - Talking second Thursday of the month/ Gardening
third Thursday of the month; Walking GroupTuesday morning- Meet at The Hive Café from
10:15, walk starts at 10:30; Fun & Togetherness Groups (First and Third Thursdays of the
month, all welcome); Singing together Third
Thursday; Fun & Togetherness fist Thursday;
Wells Nelson Club – Social club for over 70’s.
February 2022

Nomination Categories are;
1. Achievers Award (under 18)
2. Achievers Award (over 18)
3. Team/Group/Organisation Award
4. Community Contribution/Biggest difference award
5. Pride of Wells - Long Service Contribution
You can find forms and nomination boxes throughout the Town, with voting closing on 31st
March 2022.
The Gala awards evening takes place on Friday 17th June at The Hive Café and Gardens, Wells
Community Hospital Trust. The Team would like to thank the sponsors for making the awards
and event possible. We are still seeking sponsors and assistance at the awards evening. If you
are able to assist, please contact 01328 711996 or email admin@wellshospital.uk

Cooking with Carla Philips
Prunes - stuffed & marinated
I first wrote this out twenty-two years ago for
a website of Simon and Marilyn Wainwright.
Happy days!

6 or 7 cloves; a dessertspoon of maple syrup;
a dessertspoon of rum or brandy; a little grated nutmeg; a small packet or large handful of
pecan halves.

It is something sweet which is easily made,
can be stored in jars in the fridge or a cool
place, and can be served if needed quickly.
These are delicious especially in winter where
the choice of fruits can become monotonous.
Low in alcoholic content (a dessert spoonful
of either rum or brandy for about a pound or
half kilo of prunes), but with enough taste and
spice to deceive the palate into the sort of
euphoric pleasure that an alcoholic touch can
bring. Recommended either on their own, or
served with cream, ice cream or a dollop of
mascarpone cheese.
Ingredients: 1 lb or 500g dried, stoned prunes;
1 orange; 1 lemon; a teacup of caster sugar; a
teacup of dark brown sugar; ½ teacup of cider
vinegar; 2 teacups of water; 1 cinnamon stick;

Method: Combine the sugars, cider vinegar,
roughly cut up orange and lemon, spices
and the water in a medium sized saucepan.
Bring this to the boil, then cover it and simmer
gently for about 10 minutes. Strain this liquid,
place the dried prunes in the saucepan and
pour the liquid over the prunes. Cover and
cook this mixture until the prunes are soft.
Strain the liquid, saving the juice, to which
you add the rum and maple syrup. When the
prunes are cool enough to handle with ease,
stuff them with the pecan halves, then pour
the liquid over them. Chill well and do not
serve for at least a day. They last well and
make appealing presents, presented in attractive glass jars.

A voice from the past

“Fill your minds with those things that are good and deserve praise; things that are true,
noble, right, pure, lovely and honourable” Philippians 4.8
The Quay
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Wells Weather Watch
December 2021. By Keith Leesmith

Five Days in December stood out from the rest of the month. These were the 14th,15th, 16th,
21st, and 25th. They were the only days of the month when nothing was recorded in my rainguage, the other twenty-six days all recording something! December ended as a wet month,
with roughly 20% more rain than average, but normally, wet months come about because of a
few very wet days. Taking September 2021 as an example; we had seven days when rain was
recorded and two of these produced 61mm between them. In December, the wettest day had
less than 8mm, but it seemed as if the chief meteorologist “got into the habit” of providing rain.
Or maybe the year was just trying to catch up. Despite seven of the months producing less than
normal rain, thanks to December we ended up a little over the long-term average of 713mm with
728mm.

LANDSCAPES TO LOSE YOURSELF IN
holkham.co.uk

Other weather phenomena included the highest pressure of the whole year on the 17th which
produced fog/mist/fret some of which trickled into my rainguage for a few days. The highest
wind speed since May on the 1st was the parting gift of Storm Arwen, which left some people in
the North and Scotland without power for more than a week. And right at the end of the month
we had a couple of days with higher temperatures than we
Average atmospheric pressure in
had had since October, in fact according to the Met Office;
UK is 1013.25mb
New Year’s Eve had the highest temperature in the UK ever
recorded. I wonder what 2022 will bring. Watch this space!
My average rainfall for December
is 67mm
Max. Temperature		
15.1C		
Thu 30th
Min. Temperature		
-0.2C		
Wed 22nd
Average rainfall for Dec. at WeyRainfall Total		
79.7mm		
for Dec.
bourne (Met Office) is 59mm
Wettest Amount		
7.8mm		
Fri 10th
Min. Pressure		
987.5mb		
Wed 8th
Average rainfall for December at
Max. Pressure		
1042.6mb
Fri 17th
Marham (Met Office) is 52.7mm
Max. Wind Speed		
33mph		
Wed 1st

WEA Wells branch
Following on from our ‘Stage to Screen’ day
school last November, WEA Wells branch will be
running another film-themed day course in Wells
Maltings on Saturday 5th March. Our tutor this
time will be Nigel Herwin and his subject ‘Alfred
Hitchcock - Master of Suspense’.
Hitchcock is arguably one of the greatest directors in the history of cinema. Even today his
ability to manipulate cinema audiences remains
undiminished and his themes of murder, guilt
and obsession still fascinate. Using film clips
this day school will explore Hitchcock’s style, set
pieces and preoccupations, and demonstrate
that he truly does deserve the title ‘Master of
Suspense’.
The course will be held in the main auditorium
of Wells Maltings, where we will be able to use
the building’s state of the art projection and
sound systems. There will be plenty of space for
attenders to socially-distance and the auditorium
The Quay
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has a highly efficient ‘outside air’ ventilation system. It is as Covid-secure as any public building
can be.
The day school will be available to book from
mid-February. It will cost £18 and run from
9.45am until 4.00pm with a one hour break for
lunch. You can enrol online by going to www.
wea.org.uk/eastern and entering ‘Wells-nextthe-Sea’ in the ‘town/postcode’ box at the top of
the page. This will take you to the Wells courses.
Click on the ‘view details’ button next to ‘Alfred
Hitchcock - Master of Suspense’ and then click
the ‘Enrol online’ link. Alternatively you can enrol
by phoning 0300 303 3464. For help, advice or
further details please contact Annie Whitelaw
on 07856 792186 or email anniewhitelaw53@
icloud.com. And please remember that these
courses are open to everyone, you don’t have
to be a member of WEA or one of our regulars,
and anyone claiming income related benefits can
attend for free.
February 2022
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Please don’t forget

all judges in Afghanistan. A strong and
independent judiciary is the cornerstone of
democracy.”

By Miranda Marshall, director, Hayes + Storr
27th January 2022 was Holocaust Memorial
Day. It exists to remember all victims of all
holocausts, not just those in Nazi Germany.
Holocausts are of the past but also of the
present. The Uyghur detainment and torture
in Chinese concentration camps is ethnic
cleansing but has only recently been noted
internationally.
To keep on my topic of the law, let me highlight the persecution and killing of lawyers,
judges, and their families, but especially of
female lawyers and judges in Afghanistan
following the departure of UK and US forces.
The Law Society has said it is ‘gravely concerned’ about the situation in Afghanistan and
the perilous future of those who worked in the
justice system under the old regime. There
has been the greatest fear for the 270 women
judges and 170 women lawyers and prosecutors based in the country, many of whom were
not able to be evacuated before the allied
troops left.
When the Taliban seized Afghanistan, one
woman refugee lawyer told how she heard
the militants were going door-to-door, hunting
for people who worked for the state. So, she
burned every document in her home and
went into hiding. Then she fled the country.
Like many more women working in the law,
she was chased out of Afghanistan by the
men she had jailed, now freed from prison by
the insurgents. She was on the run for many
weeks with her husband and children, moving
until she was evacuated to Greece with 25
other women.
Afghan women made great strides in the two
decades after the Taliban ruled the country
from 1996-2001, joining previously all-male
bastions such as the judiciary, the media and
politics. Since returning to power in August,
the Taliban pledged to protect women’s
rights in accordance with Islamic law and
announced a general “amnesty” for all former
state workers. There is fear of a backslide
to when women were not allowed to work
outside the home, and girls could not go to
school.
A plea has been made to the international
The Quay
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community to not recognise the Taliban. What they
say is different to what they
do. The Taliban’s political
office in Doha, denied the
accounts of women judges
and lawyers who had fled on the basis that
“they are trying to resettle in Western countries, using this pretext”.
Over the last 20 years, Afghan women may
not have had the freedom to do everything
we do here in the west, but they have been
able to have careers, go out alone and be
involved in government and justice. Imagine
being born into a country where you were
promised a full life that included learning and
achievement, only for that to be taken away
overnight, and where you are only allowed out
with your husband, son, father or brother.
Imagine a country where your dog is at risk of
being hanged as a warning, if you step out of
line and where your main role is to procreate.
People who defended and upheld human
rights and the rule of law in Afghanistan were
honoured by the Law Society on International
Human Rights Day.
The Law Society president offered her deepest respect to the lawyers, judges, prosecutors, and others who dedicated their lives to
upholding the rule of law in Afghanistan over
the last two decades. Most are now in hiding
with their families, and in fear for their lives.
She praised the work done to support human
rights and the rule of law in Afghanistan and
the particular risk faced because of that work.
She stated that “Britain has a proud history of
protecting and upholding human rights. We
share these values with nations across the
world and they bind us.”
Former President of the Supreme Court Baroness Brenda Hale said:
“Women judges in Afghanistan have played a
significant part in developing the rule of law
and respect for human rights over the past 20
years. With the return of Taliban rule, we are
profoundly concerned for the safety of women
judges and their families, and indeed
February 2022

More simply, an Afghan woman on the news
poignantly said that we must keep talking
about it, and not forget them after a month or
so.
This article is for general information only and does not
constitute legal or professional advice.
Please note that the law may have changed since this
article was published.
For any individual, family, property or business legal
matter, contact Hayes + Storr on 01263 712835 or
email law@hayes-storr.com.

Baroness Brenda Hale

Seaweed Farms

By Robert Smith MBE, Wells Harbour Master
Following the editor’s concerns in the January
issue of the Quay Magazine, I have been
asked give an update and some clarification
on plans surrounding a seaweed farm off the
North Norfolk Coast.

fishermen and many others. However, so far
nothing has been decided regarding Wells and
there are still no clear plans on how, when or
even if, the Seaweed Farm could operate from
the Port.

From my knowledge, presently, there are two
seaweed farms being proposed for development off the coastline. Firstly, a company from
Morston, I believe I am correct in saying, has
been granted a licence by the MMO to site a
seaweed farm a few miles north of Blakeney
Point. The company, I understand, will base
themselves at, and operate from, Morston
Harbour.

The editor in his piece quoted a figure of
100,000 tonnes of seaweed to be harvested and raised his concerns surrounding the
transport and the town’s infrastructure. The
figure quoted, however, was a maximum figure
harvested. This figure could only be achieved
after seven to ten year’s growth and numerous
extensions. It is highly likely the Ports of Kings
Lynn or Great Yarmouth would be used as
they are also being considered.

There is also a second company called
Sustainable Seaweed that is presently in the
licensing stage with the MMO. If its licence
application proves successful the company
is proposing to site a seaweed farm approximately 14NM NE of Wells Harbour in an area
close to the Sheringham Shoal Wind farm.
This company has expressed an interest to
the Wells Harbour Commissioners of exploring
possibilities of operating their vessels from the
Port of Wells and having a processing facility/
base for harvested seaweed at Egmere, a few
miles south of Wells Next-the-Sea.
Discussions between the Harbour Commissioners and Sustainable Seaweed Company
have been ongoing for some time, along
with NNDC, Duncan Baker MP and the local
The Quay
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Until the Harbour Commissioners have
received a firm proposal or plan from Sustainable Seaweed Company, there is very little for
me to report. So, for the foreseeable future,
we will continue to discuss possibilities for the
Port and also the potential benefits of local
employment opportunities. But, rest assured,
as with all the Commissioners decision making, we will remain mindful of possible impacts
on other harbour users and the town of Wells.
I will finish by adding, in my opinion, following
the meetings with the Sustainable Seaweed
Co, if they did operate from the Port of Wells,
I do not envisage seeing any more activity or
disruption within the Port or Town, than was
experienced during the last decade with the
wind farm operators.
February 2022

Your legal matters
in safe hands
for generations
Hayes + Storr Solicitors handle a whole
range of family, property and business
legal matters with care and professionalism.

Call us today 01328 710210
www.hayesandstorr.co.uk
Fakenham | Holt | King’s Lynn | Sheringham | Swaffham | Wells by appointment

Stiffkey Road, Wells next the Sea, Norfolk NR23 1QB
info@blueskiescampsite.co.uk • 07557 021660
Small, friendly, family campsite • Tents, touring caravans and motor homes
Dogs and children welcome

All local hotels and B&Bs have 5 stars,
Blue Skies Campsite has 8 million!
The Quay

12

February 2022

The Quay

13

February 2022

The Quay

14

February 2022

The Quay

15

February 2022

Clubs and Societies
Wells Brownies
Evee’s sleepover piece; “I went on my first
brownies’ sleep over to high altitude trampoline Park. I was super excited but a little
worried as I love my sleep and didn’t know
how much sleep I would get! First we had a
bounce and for tea had the best pizza ever.
We all got cosy for the night in our sleeping
bags wrapped up warm as it was really cold in
there at night.

space in Wells and enable us to once again
offer the facilities for this great game that
provides gentle exercise, friendly competition
and good company.

In the morning we had a bounce again, which
is really fun on all the trampolines. We then got
breakfast and after breakfast got our brownie
badges for doing the sleepover. I had loads of
fun on my first sleep over with the Brownies!”
Evee

Wells Sailing Club
With the challenges of Covid and the virus
increasing steadily, we decided to cancel our
Christmas Party planned for the month of
December. We were one of many groups cancelling parties to protect people before sharing
the festivities with friends and families.

Wells and Syderstone Brownies joined together for this event on December 10th, making
thirty-two Brownies, five leaders, and two
young leaders.
Snowy Owl
Men’s Probus
The February Meeting will take place in the WI
Hall at 11.00 am on Wednesday 23rd February. The topic for this month is ‘The Wells
Community Hospital.’ Probus is a completely
informal club for retired or semi-retired men
and meets on a monthly basis for talks on a
variety of subjects followed by a lunch in the
Bowling Green.(Optional) New Members are
welcome and those interested may obtain
further details from David Wickens on 01328
856456 or wickens356@btinternet.com.
Wells Croquet Club
The croquet lawn is in the process of being
brought up to playing standard again and we
are pleased to say it will be ready for use at
Easter. The annual membership fee will be £50
and the playing season runs from April to September/October, depending on the weather.
We are planning on having two club sessions
per week but the lawn will be available at any
time for members’ use. All equipment, including a range of mallets, is provided, and there
are toilet facilities on site. Please consider joining, as a playing or non-playing member, as it
will ensure the future of this great recreational
The Quay
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If you would like any further information or
express an interest in becoming a member,
please contact Lindsay 01328 710558, Marilyn
01328 710963, or Linda 01328711848.

If you sail and are considering joining our
club in the year to come, please contact the
secretary at sec.wells.sailing@gmail.com who
will be happy to provide more information.
Alternatively see our website wellssailingclub.
co.uk.
Men’s Shed
New Year - New Hope, as we all face the
continuing Covid challenges. Our Shedders
remain positive and upbeat and have come
back to the Shed with renewed enthusiasm
after the Christmas break. Now it’s back on
the bikes for the Men’s Shed Cycling Club to
work off those extra pounds put on after all
those goodies they’ve consumed over the
festive season!

fact, it was a collaboration with the Alderman
Peel High School - the Wells Men’s Shed
constructed them and the Students decorated
them. We used 100% recycled materials and
hopefully they are robust enough to be reused
next year.
We are always keen to expand our membership so if anyone is making a New Year’s
resolution to try something new, then please
come and join us. You do not need to have
any previous experience as full training will be
given. Although we focus on woodwork at the
moment we intend to start doing metalwork,
including traditional skills like blacksmithing.

We are planning ahead, booking speakers and
mid-month social events and celebrations as
normal, whilst alongside taking all anti-infection measures possible. In other words, using
our common sense. If you would like to find
out more about Wells WI ring Carol Green on
01328 712078.

We also have three laptop computers available
to members to learn IT skills, so plenty of
variety. We have an inclusive membership
policy; the only limitation is you must be over
18. Just pop in on a Wednesday to check us
out and we look forward to welcoming you at
the Shed. The kettle is always on.

Ladies’ Probus
The Club will have met four times (including
the AGM). We are pleased with the fact that
attendance is around 20 at each meeting. In
February Carla Phillips will talk to us about
‘Learning to Cook in three steps in three
Countries’. In March David Saunders will be
talking about The Quakers.

As always, if you would like more information
please visit us at http:www.wellsnexttheseamensshed.weebly.com , or email us at
mensshedwells@gmail.com.

Anyone interested in joining, we meet on the
second Monday in the month at the W.I. Hall,
followed by lunch at the Bowling Green Inn.
Pat Bannister 01328710193 .

Nelson Club
We all enjoyed our Christmas party and buffet
in December. Many thanks to Simon and his
team at the hospital for the lovely food. Our
next meeting will be on Thursday 3rd February
and is a Bring & Buy. This will be followed by
our AGM on February 17th. Both meetings will
start at 2pm and will be held at Wells Community Hospital.

Wells United Charities
We depend on the hard work of our trustees
who give up their time to make sure this
charity performs to its best. From time to time
trustees leave us and we recruit new ones to
replace them.

There are no new developments with the
construction of our Covid safe External Workspace Area as we are waiting for the building
materials to arrive. All the prep work has been
done and we will commence the build when
the materials are delivered.

We meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the
month at Wells Community Hospital. If you
would like to join us please contact Sandra on
07775 424559 or Adrian on 07990 026839 for
more details. Transport may be available.

We have been pleased to help out on a couple
of community activities. First, assisting the
wonderful NHS team and volunteers doing
booster vaccinations at the Wells Community
Hospital. Some of our Shedders were on Car
Park duty to help ensure smooth arrivals and
departures. We were also pleased to help the
Pride of Wells organising Committee by making seven Post Boxes for the nominations. In

Women’s Institute
Our January meeting speaker’s subject was “A
selective history of WW2 bomb disposal in five
objects”. February’s subject is “The Georgian
Seaside” and on March 3rd we will hear about
“The Quiet Suffragette – Millicent Garrett
Fawcett”. We do like a variety of subjects in
the WI!

February 2022

On Wednesday 16th February we are having
one of our Soup and Dessert lunches for
members and friends and a coffee morning is
planned for Wednesday March 16th. Both will
be held in our hall.
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During 2020 & 2021, three long standing trustees retired from office: Rodney Crafer, Stuart
Rangeley-Wilson and Bob Brownjohn. We
would like to say a big thank you to all three
for their hard work over the years. Equally, we
would like to welcome Robin Swift and Dennis
Woods and Lynn Pigney (our clerk) to our
trustee team.
A big thank you from all of us, to all the lovely
local people who donated crafts or helped
out, on our Christmas stall in the Maltings
for Christmastide weekend. We were thrilled
to have raised £712. Also, thanks to Maria
Matthews and her team at The Shoe Shop,
Staithe St, for donating some lovely prizes for
future raffles.
Did any of you visit the marvellous Staithe
February 2022

Place Photography exhibition at Wells Maltings last year? We were generously donated
the proceeds of this before Christmas, many
thanks for that. Also, our thanks go to three
loyal supporters who donated money in lieu
of Christmas presents, your kindness is much
appreciated.
Finally, we have been busy handing out grants.
At the end of 2021, we awarded twenty-two
fuel grants, to local people. We hope that
the recipients enjoyed a warm Christmas as
a result. We also awarded sixteen education
grants, for local students requiring assistance
with further education bus passes etc.
In December, we provided a grant to Wells
Community Hospital, to help fund a festive
bundle of food hamper and presents, for thirty-four local families who needed a bit of extra
help at Christmas.
If you would like to become a member of WUC
please download a form from our website
www.wellsunitedcharities.org.uk or collect one
from Jagger’s Chemist. It costs as little as £5
a year to join and help us support these good
causes.
Wells and District Royal British Legion
The Wells and District Royal British Legion
recently enjoyed a major membership boost
thanks to the President of the branch, Lord
Leicester, who is currently also acting as
Chairman, going through his smart phone
contacts and calling up anyone local he knew
who had served in the military. No fewer than
eight young new members appeared at the
next branch meeting. and several more – even
younger – members are now in the pipeline.
(‘Young’ is used here in a comparative sense.)
His Lordship then surveyed November’s
Remembrance Day service with as keen an
eye as the Queen once watched him when he
changed the guard at Buckingham Palace.
The branch is undergoing a revitalization and
welcomes all (serving, ex-, and non-military) to
its next meeting, to be held at Gordon Barrett
Memorial Hall, at 6pm on Friday 11 February,
followed by (very competitively-priced) drinks
at the War Memorial Institute, down the road.
At the meeting a speaker from the Norfolk
RBL will talk about how the association works.
The Quay
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Come along. No need to ‘pull up a sandbag’
as the old soldiers say, just bring your interest
and good company.
Looking ahead, there will be a meeting on
Tuesday 19 April at 2pm at Gordon Barrett
Memorial Hall. The speaker will be Mr. William
Athill, North Norfolk seaweed farmer, amongst
many other things. For more info call the
Branch Secretary, Sue Woodruff, on 07469
186208
Wells Town Tennis Club
The New Year brings a big change for us as
Mike Walker who has been our wonderful secretary for so many years has decided to step
down. Mike is currently President of Norfolk
Lawn Tennis Association and this prestigious
position is gobbling up all his time so he had
to let something go. Enormous thanks to Mike
for all his years of dedication, he will be a hard
act to follow. If anyone has a little spare time
and would like to be our membership secretary then do get in touch with any committee
member, contact details on our website.
Winter tennis is wonderful, if a little challenging with that low winter sun and short days but
many of us play regularly. Come and join us,
we welcome players of all and no experience
and can lend you a racquet if you want to give
tennis a try. More information on our website,
just type Wells Town Tennis Club into your
browser.
Men’s Discussion Group
The programme for February continues on
Tuesday evenings at 7.30 pm in the Quaker
meeting room. On February 1st. Tim Pestell
will talk about the Castle Keep Project; on the
8th Andrea Elsdon will talk about the work of
the Magistracy; on the 15th Adrian Dwyer will
talk about Terrorism and on February 22nd.
Roger Arguile will talk about Telling the truth
(and how to avoid it).
Wells Local History Group
The Group continues to meet via Zoom and
this month will be hearing Keith Leesmith talking about Boudicca, Queen of the Iceni, who
may have strayed this far north. If you want to
join the meeting on February 2nd. at 7.30 pm
contact Keith on keithnextthesea@gmail.com.
February 2022

Wighton news
Diaries to the ready, it’s a “knots in hankies”
month in Wighton. First knot is a reminder that
“Jack and the Beanstalk” will go on tour to
Binham Village Hall for a final performance on
Saturday 29th January (tickets available on the
door or from Liz Brown on 01328 830519), if
you didn’t catch it in Wighton.

Hankies will be out again, albeit for a different
reason, on the evening of Saturday 5th February, when a fond “farewell to the hut” event
is planned, with a live band and dancing.
Timings and more details of this event will be
posted on www.wightonvillagehall.co.uk and
on village Facebook pages nearer the time.

Next up, an update on progress with the new
village hall project. Thanks to hard work by
the Village Hall Project Group, alongside our
nominated local building company, Grocott
and Murfit, and to the support shown by the
Holkham Estate, a planning application for our
new hall was submitted to the North Norfolk
District Council just before Christmas.

The Project Group is still hoping to find a kind
and caring home for the old village hall, an
atmospheric heritage hut made of corrugated iron that’s certainly seen better days but
would make a wonderful studio or tea-room.
If anyone is interested, please phone project
co-ordinator, Sophie Trend on 01328 820183.
Currently, the plan is to dismantle the building
and clear the site in March in preparation for
the new build to start soon after, subject to
planning permission.

By now, every household will have received a
leaflet about the project but please tie another
knot in your hanky as a reminder about the
Open Morning on Saturday 29th January at
the village hall from 10am to 12pm. This is
for all those who want to know more about
the plans, as well as the proposed timetable
and ongoing fundraising schemes. Alongside
members of the Project Group, there will be a
representative from Grocott and Murfit present
to answer any questions and refreshments will
be available. Everyone is welcome.

Lastly, looking further ahead, please make
another knot in your hanky for a Village Hog
Roast and Beacon Lighting to celebration the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on Thursday 2nd
June.
Keep those hankies to hand, with fundraising
events planned on top of our usual scarecrow,
tractor and duck-themed get-togethers, 2022
looks set to be a busy year for Wighton.

Carnival 2022 July 29th to August 7th
The committee has been busy, planning the
week for August, adding new events to go
with the firm favourites that have made the
Carnival one of the best in the region.

week, tell us about new events for the week,
sponsor an event or just to meet the committee and have a drink.

We almost have the week full of fun events
aimed at all ages, with just a few spaces to fill!
We hope to see you all there. Plenty of time to
think of costume ideas and how you and the
family can join in. Great fun to watch but even
better fun to take part.
As we haven’t held a carnival for two years
now, the committee is keen to make next year
the best ever but we will need your help. We
will be holding a ‘’come and meet us” night’ in
Bang Restaurant at the top of Staithe Street.
Tuesday 8th February, 4.30 – 6.30 pm, is the
date to put in your diary. We hope you will be
able to come along to ask questions about the
The Quay
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The committee is a great way to meet people
and to promote your business or organisation.
The committee is also not getting any younger
so we need young blood to join and help
during the week. Our youth group average age
is 52, so come along young people, we need
you !!!!
The other big date for your diary is Carnival
week, the week starts on Friday 29th July
and the last day in Sunday 7th, with Carnival
Day on the 6th. The big yellow lorry has been
ordered so it must happen now.
Keep in touch on FaceBook, Instagram or
check our website; www.wellscarnival.co.uk.
February 2022

News from the Anglican Churches
By Revd. Brenda Stewart, Rector

Amidst the uncertainty I’m pleased that we
have been able to continue worshipping in
church with the sensible and legally required
precaution of wearing face coverings.

Holkham Hall chapel.

What is new for me this time around is how
many people I know personally who have had
Covid, including members of our congregations.

In ministry plans for happy events are juxtaposed with sad ones. It is always difficult
when families lose loved-ones during the
festive season and our prayers are with the
families of Dennis Williamson and Lawrence
Smith of Warham and Jean Whitaker of Wells
who all died in December.

This time last year the wedding couples who
thought spring was a safe bet were cancelling
but this year we are hoping that won’t happen.
As I write I have been talking to three couples
being married at Holkham between now and
Easter and we are being cautiously optimistic
that they will be able to go ahead. It is lovely
to have them attending worship with us at

Finally an update on our illuminated cross on
the St Nicholas’ Wells tower. Many people
have said how much they have appreciated it
shining out as a beacon of hope. It will continue to do so until Pentecost but then we will
have to turn it off as we start to prepare for the
restoration project work during the summer
months.

Methodist Church news
By Sue Scoles

Instead of collecting warm clothing as we
have in the past, St. Martin’s Housing Trust
asked for financial help and the Methodist
church contributed £181.60 to the total sent
to them in December. Thank you to everyone
who contributed. Please continue to think of
the foodbank when you do your weekly shop.
There is a box just inside the door of the cottage hospital.
Due to the increased number of cases of Covid in Wells there will not be a service for the

Women’s World Day of Prayer which is being
organized this year by Great Britain on the 4th
March. However the leaflets will be available
in all the churches on the last Sunday in February if you wish to follow the service in your
own home. A collection will be taken for the
various UK charities on Sunday 6th March.

We are looking to expand our portfolio
With a local and enthusiastic team, Norfolk Hideaways are well placed
to make the process of sharing your holiday home easy and enjoyable.
We are dedicated to managing your property with the same care
and attention you would and with tailored services to suit your needs,
you can be as involved as you like.
Please call us on 01328 887 658 or email newowners@norfolkhideaways.co.uk

norfolkhideaways.co.uk

The weekly services continue to be at 10.30
on Wednesday mornings and 11.00 on Sunday mornings. All are welcome.

Music in the Creakes

Yorke Trust series of benefit concerts in support of promising young musicians
The series continues in the New Year with a
recital by Matthew Wadsworth, the internationally acclaimed blind lutenist who kindly
gives his services on 29 January. Matt lives in
Norwich and played in the Trust’s first opera
production in 1997 at the start of his stellar
career.
On 12 February Edgar Francis, viola, and Jonah Spindle, cello, present an interesting and
unusual programme. They are postgraduate
scholars at the Royal Academy of Music and
include works by some lesser-known female
The Quay

composers.
The double bass player Leon Bosch, who celebrated his 60th birthday last December with
a concert at the Wigmore Hall, talks about
his early life in Apartheid South Africa where
he was arrested aged fifteen for initiating a
protest march. He plays some of the works he
has commissioned.
Our first series concludes with the Echéa
String Quartet from the Royal College of Music
playing Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven. The
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quartet formed their own ‘bubble’ and locked
down in the Trust’s Old Chapel in South
Creake to prepare for competitions and to
study new repertoire. Being able to benefit by
using an otherwise empty hall at a time when
live music could not take place, was fortuitous
for all parties. The quartet, coached by Simon
Rowland-Jones of the North Norfolk Music
Festival, was able to livestream some performances and was generously supported by the
RCM and the NNMF who contributed towards
their stay.

Come and hear a free bonus concert on
Sunday 30 January at 19:00. The new young
baroque Ensemble l’éveil play music by Bach
and Telemann together with other gems from
the 18th century performed on period instruments:
The Old Chapel, Burnham Road, South
Creake, NR21 9JF. Free tickets from 01328
738482, text 07899 771366 or email to
carol.jennings2@btinternet.com.
The Yorke Trust is Charitable Incorporated Organisation No.1158927

Getting started as an older investor
By Peter Barton, Continuum
With the children out of the way and the mortgage at least close to being paid off you may
find that your financial priorities are changing.
You may no longer want to put quite so much
effort into your career and instead start concentrating on enjoying life, not just now, but
planning how you will do so in the future.
You will want to secure your wealth. But you
may face a problem. The traditional answer for
accumulating wealth for the future – putting
money into a savings account – now means
very poor returns. A combination of low interest rates and steady inflation may mean that
the real value of your saved cash will actually
fall. If you are counting on income from savings to help provide a comfortable retirement,
you are likely to be disappointed.
However, investing is another way to potentially build the wealth you need for the future.
Unlike cash, investing means taking some risk.
Investments can fall as well as rise and if a
business you have invested in fails, you could
lose your money. But in return for the risk, you
have the potential to make much more than
savings will offer.
What’s more, with proper planning, your investment can provide a steady income, capital
growth or both – allowing you to tailor your
investment to your particular needs. It’s never
too late to become an investor, but you need
to be aware of an important point. Successful
investment is never a matter of trusting to luck
or grabbing a bargain. It always requires careful planning, which starts with knowing what
your financial goals are and when you want to
achieve them.
The Quay
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You may want to grow your capital. A sound
basis for most people’s investment is a Stocks
and Shares ISA, which gives you the potential
growth of the stockmarket with the added
benefit of being tax efficient, helping your
money potentially build faster. But it is not the
only option to consider. If you have already
accumulated capital, you might want to think
about using it to provide a regular income to
help in your retirement.

UU
U

INDEPENDENT
MERCEDES SPECIALIST

Servicing . Diagnostics . Repairs

Make Your
Finances
Simple

Investing can be simple. You don’t have to be
an expert to succeed at investing. You don’t
even need to worry about individual stocks or
doing painstaking research. Some knowledge
is no bad thing, but at Continuum we can
help you invest through funds with investment
managers who will provide all the expertise
you need.

For a comprehensive
solution contact
Peter Barton DipFA MAQ

The information contained in this article is based on
the opinion of Continuum and does not constitute
financial advice or a recommendation to suitable
investment strategy, you should seek independent
financial advice before embarking on any course of
action. When investing your capital is at risk.
The value of investments can fall as well as rise and
you may get back less than you invested.

peter@mycontinuum.co.uk

Peter Barton is an Independent Financial Adviser at
Continuum.
Tel: 01603 879875 or 07787 561087
Email: peter@mycontinuum.co.uk
www.mycontinuum.co.uk
Continuum is a trading name of Continuum (Financial Services)
LLP Falcon House, Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth, PL7 5JY
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct
Authority. Continuum (Financial) Services LLP is a Limited
Liability Partnership. Company registration number OC393363.
Registered in England & Wales.
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01362 695 906
Rash’s Green, Dereham, NR19 1SX

prestigeautomotiveservices.co.uk

Independent Financial Adviser

T: 01603 879875
M: 07787 561087
www.mycontinuum.co.uk

Continuum (Financial Services) LLP, Falcon House,
Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth, PL7 5JY
T: +44 (0)345 643 0770 E: info@mycontinuum.co.uk
www.mycontinuum.co.uk
Registered address. As Above. Registered in England and Wales.
OC393363
Continuum is a trading name of Continuum (Financial Services) LLP
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Continuum (Financial Services) LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership.
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Wells Lifeboat Station news

Homes for Wells

Local people play a vital role in saving lives at sea
and keeping our beaches safe

By Lynne Burdon - chair

Shouts in December
Wells inshore lifeboat was paged on 29th December, to two people who were in danger of
being cut off by the tide on the marshes to the
North side of Burnham Overy Staithe Harbour.
The local Coastguard had the people in sight
from the car park on the staithe. The Wells
inshore lifeboat launched with crew of three
and proceeded out of the harbour toward
Burnham Overy. With the tide ebbing, the
Coastguard team had managed to assist and
successfully get the people across the main
creek before darkness fell, and to the safety
of the foreshore in the harbour, so the lifeboat
was stood down.
Boathouse Build
The festive season and a delay in construction
resources arriving, has slowed down progress
during December; however, the completion
date is still hoped to be at the end of May this
year. Follow its progress on our Facebook
page through the link at the end.
Lifesaving Work
Our volunteer lifeboat crew is prepared to respond to a call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week,
365 days a year. They continue to train and
attend practice launches on a fortnightly basis.
The next dates, subject to operations will be
Sunday 23 January at 8am, Sunday 6 February at 8am, Thursday 17 February at 5.30pm.
We are looking for committed and enthusiastic volunteer lifeboat crew. To find out more,
please contact the lifeboat house at admin@
wellslifeboat.org or telephone 01328 710230.
We will shortly be advertising for different volunteer roles for the new lifeboat station. More
information will be provided in the next edition
of the Quay magazine and on our social media
pages over the coming months.
Lifeguards Needed!
We are on the look out for new lifeguards to
keep watch on our beach next summer. You
need to be fit and strong and able to swim
200m in under 3½ minutes and run 200m on
sand in under 40 seconds. If you, or someone
you know is interested, please contact Ted
Morgan by emailing ted_morgan@rnli.org.uk
The Quay
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for more information. (RNLI Lifeguards are a
paid position).
Water Safety Roundup of 2021
Wells volunteer lifeboat crews rescued 56 people in 2021. 24 of those rescued were beach
goers or walkers cut off by the tide; so almost
1 in every 2 people.
We would like to thank the collaborative
working between Wells Police, Coastguard,
Coastwatch, Wells Harbour, RNLI Lifeguards
and Lifeboats and Holkham Estate. These
members of the Wells Safety Forum have been
working very hard to create, share and disseminate key water safety messaging for this
area of the North Norfolk Coast. Thank you to
all those who have shared their local knowledge, and thank you to the local businesses
which have agreed to be RNLI Ambassadors.
Through putting RNLI water safety posters in
their windows and in guest information folders,
they too have helped to share the water safety
messages. If you would like your business to
join the RNLI Ambassadors to help keep our
area safe on the water, please contact admin@
wellslifeboat.org and we will put you in touch
with our water safety officer.
Emergencies
If you are - or you see someone - in trouble
on or near the sea, dial 999 and ask for the
Coastguard.
General Information
For more information about RNLI Wells Lifeboat Station, events, or being a member of our
team, please contact 01328 710230 or see:
www.wellslifeboat.org
Wells RNLI

@wellsrnli

If you would like to donate,
please visit our ‘JustGiving’ page:
justgiving.com/fundraising/
rnli-wells
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Since becoming Chair of Homes for Wells I have
been speaking to as many people as possible
about the work we do. There are a few questions
that I have been asked several times and so I
thought it would be a good idea to answer a few
FAQs here.
Who does Homes for Wells belong to?
Homes for Wells belongs to the people of Wells.
It is a Charitable Community Benefit Society and
anyone who cares about providing more affordable
accommodation in Wells can apply to become a
shareholder for £1. The shareholders don’t receive
any profits. Our board, all of whom are volunteers,
run the organisation with the intent of making a
small surplus each year. We need to make sure we
have cash in the bank for a rainy day but subject
to this any surplus is reinvested in more properties.
What does Homes for Wells do?
We buy and manage affordable homes for local
people, giving priority to our key workers. This
is what makes us different to other housing
associations that prioritise the most vulnerable
people over the whole of the North Norfolk. We
think prioritizing key workers is important if we are
to keep Wells and its surrounding villages thriving
year-round places to live and work. Because of the
demand for holiday and second homes property
prices are at an all-time high. Buying or even renting privately is out of reach for many who grew up
here. Our community needs affordable housing for
workers in schools, doctors, shops and other local
services so it can thrive and keep family networks
together. We’re about creating a community
owned legacy now and for generations to come.
How do you afford to buy property?
Where possible we obtain grants from central
government, NNDC or other institutions. We
have been given substantial six-figure donations,
interest free loans and even properties by a small
number of local benefactors. We have a growing
number of supporters who make donations on
monthly standing orders. We fundraise with events
and in any way possible. We borrow money by
way of mortgage just like anyone else buying
a home. We currently have long term loans of
around £1m which need to be paid from rents
received each month. The only thing that holds
us back from buying more property is the need to
raise more money. We currently own twenty-two
properties and manage a further eight for other
generous individuals or organisations who are
willing to let their properties on our terms.
The Quay
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How do you fix rents?
This is not easy! Our one rule is that rents must always be ‘affordable’ which is defined as less than
80% of the market rent. Our properties vary a lot
in size and location and the number of bedrooms
is not our only criteria for setting rent. We sometimes have to take into account the requirements
of owners or funders. Where we are unable to get
a grant, we need to charge higher rents to service
bigger loans. Grants are increasingly difficult to
obtain on existing housing stock. When allocating
any property, we consider carefully any prospective tenants’ ability to pay.
Not all our tenants want the cheapest rent, some
are happy to pay a little more for a more desirable
property. The open market rent for a 3-bedroom
house in Wells is around £1,500pm – so we would
never charge more than £1,200pm and often as
little as £675pm – the Kings Lynn Local Housing
Allowance. We review the rent every year but, as
we are a registered housing provider, any increase
is limited by law to 1% plus the Consumer Price
Index so long-term tenants may be paying much
less than newer tenants.
Finally thank you to everyone who donated prizes
or bought tickets for our Christmastide raffle. The
weather was kind to us for most of the day and
we raised over £500. If you have other questions
you would like me to answer in these pages please
email me lynne.burdon@homesforwells.com
Please look at our website to make a donation,
or to see other ways you could support us www.
homesforwells.com

Homes for Wells are pleased to announce their
next fundraising evening:
Friday 4th February 2022, 18:30 Wells Maltings
Lady Glenconner presents
‘A Haunting at Holkham’
We are very pleased to present this talk
by Lady Glenconner
Tickets are £50.00 and include champagne and
canapés on arrival and supper after the talk.
We look forward to seeing you on the night!
To book your tickets please email:
jane.berwick@homesforwells.com
February 2022

NPM Builders & Property Maintenance
Building Contractors and Project Management
Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories
Paving, Flooring and Decking
• Painting and decorating • UPVC windows and doors •
• Wall and floor tiling • Gate and fencing repairs and installation •
• Electrical and plumbing work • Lock and glass replacement •
All building work, repairs and maintenance undertaken
All Part P electrical work carried out

07771 874997 • 01328 713002 • www.npmbuilders.co.uk

A Name to Build On!
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ENERGY THAT WON'T
COST THE EARTH
Renewable energy solutions for

HOT WATER

HEATING

ELECTRICITY

Contact us for a free, no obligation consultation to
find out how you can benefit from renewable energy

01603 574185
www.wisegreenenergy.co.uk
info@wisegreenenergy.co.uk
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Alderman Peel High School news
By Alastair Ogle, principal

Our return to school in January once again
included students having a Lateral Flow test on
their first day and continuing to test twice weekly
to identify asymptomatic cases of COVID. In line
with national government guidance published
on the 2nd January all staff and students, unless
exempt, will also be wearing masks inside the
school building as well as on school buses. It
has been a truly challenging time and I am sure
this will continue in the short term. However, we

will keep striving to provide the best possible experiences for all students in terms of extra-curricular clubs and events whenever possible. The
priority is now for all students to attend school
as much as possible to allow them to make the
fastest progress. They have obviously missed a
great deal of school due to COVID.
In response to this and the changes announced
by Ofqual regarding GCSEs we have made
changes to the curriculum in all subjects and
also amended our assessment schedules to
inform future teaching and support progress.

North Point Property Care

We are already planning for the new academic
year in September 2022. We now have our final
Year 7 numbers confirmed for September 2022
and as expected, we are once again full with
a large number of students joining us from out
of catchment. We will also soon be continuing
our discussions with year 9 regarding their
preferences for their GCSE subjects starting in
September and organising staffing, the
curriculum and rooming.
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PAT Testing
Property, Garden & General Maintenance
Contact

Daniel Money 07570234891
info@northpointpropertycare.co.uk
www.northpointpropertycare.co.uk
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News from Wells Maltings

By Becca Lynn, marketing & development manager
February, and the days are finally getting
longer. We have a packed programme for you
this month, as well as a few gems to light up
the last few days of January.

Wed 9 Feb brings back Tom
Sands for another fascinating
Heritage Talk, this time on The Lawless Coast
and the history of smuggling on our coastline.

We’ve partnered with Sea Fever to bring you a
special series of events for Holocaust Memorial Day, beginning with FÜR DAS KIND / For
the Child, a major photographic exhibition by
artists Rosie Potter and Patricia Ayre, which
presents and revisits the dramatic history of
the Kindertransport.

Then on Thu 10 Feb we have a delightful
comedy, The Beautiful Game, a laugh-out-loud
look at Britain’s undying obsession with football, celebrating everything from weird match
day rituals to ridiculous arm chair punditry. It
is a show for the family, the fanatic and the
impartial spectator. Even if you don’t like football, even if you despise football, The Beautiful
Game will persuade you of its charms.

On 27 January we’ll screen Tom Stoppard’s
Olivier Award-winning Leopoldstadt from NT
Recorded Live, following the story of a Jewish
family in Vienna from the beginning of the
20th Century. Two children’s workshops about
Kindertransport, a discussion of WG Sebald’s
Kindertransport masterpiece, Austerlitz, and
an exploration of the stories of local families
in Norfolk who fostered the Kindertransport
children, will take place on 29 January.

We have some fun family films coming up for
Half-Term week, a general knowledge quiz on
15 Feb and a free Family Bingo night on 16
Feb.
Fans of Phillip Pullman’s His Dark Materials
series will be thrilled to hear we will be screening the NT Live performance of The Book of
Dust: La Belle Sauvage on Thu 17 Feb. On
the same night we have Nina Plumbe and
her business partners Max and Bruin Maufe,
here to talk about Fruit and everything their
business encompasses.
Wed 23 Feb sees the return of live jazz at the
Maltings, with young saxophonist Sam Braysher. On Sat 26 Feb, Screen-Next-the-Sea
offer a special screening of Peter Grimes on
Aldeburgh Beach.

Moving into the month ahead, we have another free Open Mike Night on Tue 1 Feb, and on
3 & 4 Feb we will finally see The Canada Boys
on our stage – fEAST Theatre’s play about
Colman’s employees who were offered the
opportunity of a new life on the other side of
the Atlantic in 1912, postponed from 2020.
The Society of East Anglian Watercolourists
return to the Handa Gallery for another showcase of the best in watercolour; Awash 2022
will run from 3 – 27 Feb.
The Quay
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Looking forward to March, we can anticipate another Open Mic Night, an evening
with Susie Self and a performance of Her
Body and Songs by the international singer
and composer. Susie interfaces live physical
theatre with soundscapes, video and punchy
minimalist music. Her Body is the feel-good
antidote to traditional interpretations of being
a woman. The evening includes a free inner
goddess goodie pack.
Browse and book the full programme online
www.wellsmaltings.org.uk, or drop by and
pick up a paper programme. Our bistro, visitor
information centre and box office are open
daily. You can always call us for information or
book over the phone on 01328 710885.
February 2022
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Wells War Memorial
Institute Club

The recently refurbished Club lies at the heart of the Wells Next
The Sea community and welcomes locals and visitors alike
Membership
We offer a range of membership options;
daily £3, weekly £10, yearly £20 and then
£10 to renew thereafter.
Facilities
The Club is airconditioned throughout. We
have a full-size snooker table and pool
table. You can also be entertained by the
live juke box and two fruit machines. We
have two bar areas and our toilets have been completely refurbished.
Sport
We show live sport on our 108-inch projector acreen and three televisions. We are
subscribed to BT Sports and Sky Sports. We
can show two different games at the same time.
Entertainment
The Club shows live music to cater for all
tastes. We will be holding bingo on a monthly
basis. The Club can also be available for
parties, wakes and any other functions.

Come and support your local Club, you will be assured of a warm
welcome. You can find us on Facebook for regular updates on
events, just search Wells War Memorial Institute Club or our
website www.wellsclub.co.uk or drop us a line on 01328 711386.
Google Maps Location Code XV42+GC Wells-next-the-Sea
The Quay
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Events diary

A selection of events in the area
JANUARY
19 – 29th - Für Das Kind, Kindertransport
photographic exhibition. Maltings
23rd - 10.30 am - Christian Unity Service
Venue TBC
23rd - 3pm - Ballet – Jewels, Bolshoi Ballet
Maltings
24th - 7pm Film - I’m Your Man (15)
Screen Next The Sea. Maltings
25th - 7pm - Quiz
The Cleverdick General Knowledge Quiz
Maltings
27th - 7pm - Play – Leopoldstadt NT
Recorded Live. Maltings
28th - 7pm - Film - C’mon C’mon (15)
starring Joaquin Phoenix. Maltings
29th – all day Holocaust Memorial Day
Maltings
29th - 5.55pm Opera – Verdi’s Rigoletto
Met Opera Encore. Maltings
FEBRUARY
1st - 7pm - Open Mike Night Free live music
Maltings
2nd - Candlemass Services in some churches
3rd & 4th - 7.30pm - ‘The Canada Boys’
fEAST Theatre. Maltings
5th - 7pm - Spencer (12A) – Film with Kristen
Stewart as Princess Diana. Maltings
6th - 3pm - Roman Kosyakov Piano
Recital. Maltings
7th - 7pm - Wells Town Council. Maltings
8th - 4.30pm - 6.30pm
“Come and Meet us” Carnival meeting
Bang in Wells

9th - 7pm - ‘The Lawless Coast’ with Tom
Sands - Heritage Talks. Maltings
10th - 7pm - ‘The Beautiful Game’ - Play
Football, dance and comedy. Maltings
13th - 4pm - ‘West Side Story’ (12A)
Adaptation of the classic musical. Maltings
14th - 7pm - ‘Rose Plays Julie’ (15)
Screen Next The Sea film. Maltings
15th - 2pm - ‘Clifford The Big Red Dog’ (PG)
Film Live-action family fun. Maltings
15th - 7.30pm - Cleverdick General Knowledge Quiz. Maltings
16th - 4pm - ‘Ghostbusters: Afterlife’ (12A)
Film Sequel with Finn Wolfhard. Maltings
16th - 7.30pm - Family Bingo - A free, family-friendly bingo night. Maltings
17th - 7pm - ‘The Book of Dust: La Belle Sauvage’ - National Theatre of the Philip Pullman
fantasy. Maltings
17th - 7pm - ‘Fruit with Nina Plumbe’ - Saltmarsh Series talk. Maltings
19th - 7pm - ‘King Richard’ (12) – Film
Early life of the Williams sisters. Maltings
20th - 3pm - Ted Black (Tenor) with Ana Manastireanu (Piano) – Recital. Maltings
22nd - 7pm - ‘Short and Sweet’
Online short story group. Maltings
23rd - 7.30pm - Jazz with Sam Braysher
Intimate, swinging duo jazz. Maltings
25th - 7pm - ‘Lapwing’ (18) – Film
Bleak and beautiful drama. Maltings
26th - 6pm - Peter Grimes on Aldeburgh
Beach (PG) – Film of Britten opera
Screen-Next-The-Sea. Maltings
28th - 7pm - Mothering Sunday (15) – Film
Screen Next The Sea. Maltings

For full details of events please see the links and QR codes on the various magazine pages, or visit;
wellsmaltings.org.uk

Community Hospital: wellbeingnorfolk.co.uk

holkham.co.uk

Defibrillator locations in the N23 area
These potentially life-saving devices can be found at:
Alderman Peel High School, Market Lane
Beach Car Park - near the toilet block / tide clocks
Co-Operative, Polka Road, NR23 1JG
Harbour Office, Beach Road, NR23 1AT
Plattens Fish & Chip Shop, The Quay, NR23 1AH
Police Station, Polka Road, NR23 1ED
Recycling Centre, Warham Road, NR23 1NE
Sailing Club, East End, NR23 1LE
The Quay
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If you are aware of any other
locations in the NR23 area
where there is a defibrillator, or
if you find any inaccuracies in
this list, please let us know.

February 2022

Church service times

The Quay Directory

Church of England: Revd. Brenda Stewart - 01328 710628
St. Nicholas,
Church Street, Wells
(Sunday & Wednesday
services are streamed &
uploaded to YouTube:
St Nicholas Wells.
Evening prayer is also
held on Zoom)

1st Sunday
2nd, 3rd, 4th Sunday
5th Sunday
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th Sunday
Wednesday
1st & 3rd Thursday
1st & 3rd Thursday

1100
1100
1030
1830
1830
1830
1830
1830
1000
1000
1345

Worship for All with music
Holy Communion with music
Benefice worship
Taizé worship with music
BCP Evening Prayer
Healing service
Celtic worship with music
BCP Evening Prayer
Holy Communion
Quiet prayer
Little Fishes parent & toddler group

St. Withburga,
Holkham
(using Holkham Hall
Chapel in winter)
All Saints, Wighton

1st Sunday
3rd Sunday

0930
0930

Holy Communion with music
BCP Holy Communion with music

2nd & 4th Sunday

0930

Holy Communion with music

All Saints, Warham &
St. Mary’s, Warham

Festivals & special events

See church notice boards for details

Methodist: Revd. Cliff Shanganya - 01328 862174
Theatre Road, Wells Sunday

1100

Morning worship

Evangelical Congregational: Revd. Neil Woodruff - 07469 186208
Clubbs Lane, Wells Sunday

1500

Sunday worship

Roman Catholic: Father Keith Tulloch - 01328 713044
Our Lady Star of the Saturday
Sea, The Buttlands, Thursday
Wells

1800
0930

Holy Mass
Holy Mass

Quakers: David Saunders - 01328 711085 (warden - 01328 711387)
Friends Meeting
House, Church
Street, Wells

Sunday
Thursday

1030
1700

Meeting for worship
Meeting for worship

Wells Library opening hours
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monday: 2pm – 6pm
Tuesday: CLOSED
Wednesday: 9am – 2pm
Thursday: CLOSED
Friday: 9am – 2pm
Saturday: 10am – 4pm
Sunday: Closed

www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries
The Quay
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EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police 			
Ambulance 		
Fire 			
Coastguard / Lifeboat

Fakenham Junior School
Fakenham Academy
Walsingham Primary School
Wells Primary School & Nursery

999
999
999
999

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Age UK Norfolk 		
Chemist - David Jagger Ltd
Citizens Advice (Norfolk)
Duncan Baker MP 		
(constituency office number)
Funeral Directors (Suttons)
Norfolk Family Carers		
Norfolk Debt Advice 		
Registration of births, deaths,
marriages & civil partnerships
Relate - marriage guidance
Tourist Information Centre
Veterinary surgery 		
Wells Maltings booking office
Wells Post Office 		

NON-EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police 			
101
Flood co-ordinators 		
01328 710743
Environment Agency Floodline 0345 9881188
Wells Coastwatch 		
01328 710587
Wells Fire Station
0300 1231669
Wells Lifeboat Station
01328 710230
BANKS & BUILDING SOCIETIES
Barclays Bank, Fakenham
0345 7345345
HSBC, Fakenham 		
0345 7404404
Lloyds, Fakenham 		
0345 6021997
Nat West, Fakenham 		
0345 7888444
BUS & RAIL INFORMATION
Community Car Scheme
Dial A Bus 		
Lynx Bus Company 		
National Rail Enquiries
Sanders Coaches 		

01485 210342
01553 776971
01553 611955
08457 484950
01263 712800

CHURCHES
Church of England rector
Methodist Church 		
Congregational Church
Roman Catholic Church
Quaker Meeting House
Russian Orthodox 		
Churches Together 		

01328 710628
01328 711931
07469 186208
01328 821353
01328 711387
01328 820108
01328 713044

COUNCILS
Wells Town Council 		
Norfolk County Council
North Norfolk District Council

01328 710564
0344 800821
01263 513811

HEALTHCARE
Burnham Market Surgery
NHS Direct 		
N & N Hospital, Norwich
QEII Hospital, King’s Lynn
Red Cross 		
Wells Community Hospital
Wells Health Centre 		

01328 737000
111
01603 286286
01553 613613
0808 1963651
01328 711996
01328 710741

LIBRARIES
Fakenham Library 		
Wells Library 		

01328 862715
01328 710467

SCHOOLS
Alderman Peel High School
Fakenham Infants School

01328 710476
01328 864511

The Quay

01328 862188
01328 851039
01328 820265
01328 710320
0300 5001217
01328 710239
0800 1448848
020 72193000
01692 557140
01328 710301
01603 219924
01603 863582
03244 8008020
01603 625333
01328 710885
01328 711022
01328 839000
01328 710332

LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Carers Matter Norfolk
01328 710501
Elsmith Bowls Club 		
01328 713020
Fakenham Choral Society
01328 700165
Heritage House Care 		
01328 711333
Homes For Wells 		
01328 711703
Keep Fit Group 		
01328 730508
Lifeboat Guild 		
01328 711823
Local Archaeology 		
01328 711449
Local History Group 		
01328 710261
Screen-next-the-Sea 		
01328 710885
Sing For Joy 		
01263 479931
The Royal British Legion
07469 186208
Wells Art Group 		
01328 710208
Wells Bellringers 		
01328 710208
Wells In Bloom		
01328 712158
Wells Brownies 		
07748 256714
Wells Carnival 		
01328 710014
Wells Community Theatre
01328 710208
Wells Discussion Group
01328 710444
Wells Football Club 		
01328 710907
Wells Friendship Club
07766 151715
Wells Good Companions
01328 711425
(formerly Wells Pensioners Association)
Wells Harbour Office 		
01328 711646
Wells Maltings Trust 		
01328 711378
Wells Nelson Club 		
01328 711478
Wells Photographic Group
01328 856456
Wells Sailing Club 		
01328 712000
Wells Sea Cadets 		
07889 136430
Wells Town Bowls Club
07709 988079
Wells Town Tennis Club
07784 872977
Wells Twinning Association
01328 711033
Wells United Charities
07764 406852
Women’s Institute 		
01603 624580
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A helpful index of our local business advertisers
ACCOMMODATION & EATING OUT
Albatros
Bang In Wells
Beach Café
Blue Skies Campsite
French’s Fish & Chips
Norfolk Hideaways
The Bowling Green
The Crown Hotel
The King’s Arms

33
2
33
12
39
21
9
40
31

BUSINESS SERVICES
Black Dog Computer Services Ltd
Continuum financial advisors
Declan Goode: Computer Services
Hayes + Storr Solicitors
Kathryn Gigg Chartered Accountants
NewPrint & Design
Wise Green Energy

23
23
27
12
2
14
28

DOMESTIC SERVICES
Masbo Cleaning

14

ESTATE AGENTS & LETTINGS
Belton Duffey
Spalding and Co

26
9

FOOD & DRINK SUPPLIES
A & M Frary Shellfish Ltd
Whin Hill Cider

13
31

HEALTH & PERSONAL CARE
Big C cancer charity
Chi Beauty and Therapeutic Treatment
David Jagger Ltd, Chemists
Fiona Fisher - Phychotherapist
Foot Perfect
Gunthorpe Osteopaths
Heritage House Day Centre
Kate Brydon Soft Tissue Maasage
Victoria Edwards - Beauty Therapist

29
9
13
13
9
27
14
33
13

HOMES, INTERIORS & FASHION
Art & Design By Camilla

30
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Gallery Plus
Phillippa Kirby Soft Furnishings
Shoe Stop
Simon Leverett Carpets & Vinyls
The Old Station Pottery & Bookshop
HOME & GARDEN MAINTENANCE
AlarKris: Electrical & Security
Anglian Tree Works
Buckie Plumbing & Heating Services
Chas D Allflatt - Building Contractors
David Thompson: Chimney Sweep
Finch Garden Design
JAB Systems: electrical installations
JMC Garden & Landscape Services
JRP Construction & Carpentry
KSP Decorators
Need A Carpenter?
Norfolk Stump Removal
North Point Property Care
NPM Builders & Property
Maintenance
PSB Consultancy & Design
R West Electrical
Ross Fulford - Brick & Stonework
Skip It - mini skip hire
S T Bespoke Decor
Tom Frary - Painter & Decorator
Tom Norman Gardening Services
Worzels Roofing

14
28
15
33
30
14
31
23
23
15
27
33
31
26
28
15
27
27
15
31
15
31

TRANSPORT & TRAVEL
Kenny Greenfield
PAS Mercedes Specialist
Scillitoe Bros Garage
Wells Bike Hire

15
23
29
30

OTHER
Country Dogs: dog grooming
Holkham Estate
North Norfolk Music Festival
S T Sutton Funeral Directors

27
9
21
31

Wells Maltings
Wells War Memorial Institute Club
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