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Welcome to The Quay
2022 looks at if it is going to be ‘bounce back’
year. The Jubilee celebrations have already
begun. The anniversary of Her Majesty’s
accession was last month. The street party will
be in June to coincide with the date of the coronation (which some of us remember watching
on someone else’s television). If past events
are any guide it should be a heck of a day.

spread to others if not tackled quickly. Think
about it.
Meanwhile, we’ve been getting some earache,
literally, about loud car exhausts. It’s not just
motorcycles; some cars seem to lack silencers
and some drivers have heavy right feet. Can
we have a little more consideration for the
town’s peace and quiet?

Meanwhile the volume of reports from organisations suggests that everyone is feeling the
need to get back into action. Volunteering
makes this town happen. Some of it is for
interest, some for fun, some to help people.

Finally March takes us into spring and spring
means Easter but before that, the season of
Lent.
The churches will be keeping Ash Wednesday
on March 2nd which begins this season. We
may not much feel like depriving ourselves of
anything after the long seasons of deprivation
in the past two years. At least if we give up
anything for Lent it will be voluntary. RA

There is always something we can do. Heritage House needs volunteer drivers. Coastwatch needs volunteers. The Fire Station,
whose help we hope never to need, also
needs youngish fit men and women to train up
against the day when an awful event happens.
In our crowded town a fire in one house can
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Wells Coastwatch
By David Butcher

Wells National Coastwatch team welcomes
all comers, qualified as seamen/women or
complete novices looking to spending a few
hours each week involved with and backing
up other Emergency Services. Whoever joins
as a volunteer undergoes the same training to
reach the high standard of a watchkeeper.

from all walks of life, not just from highly qualified marine personnel. Tradesmen, managers,
a minister, even an undertaker! Giving up a
few hours a week is not a great sacrifice. We
do it as volunteers with no pay other than the
reward of being there for others. Needs vary
but obviously the warmer weather brings out
more and more problems, some from vessels
but mostly from beach users. Be assured you
can become “The eyes and ears around the
coast.”

In this article I want to introduce Martin Bird,
Captain Martin Bird RN (retired). I met Martin
some months ago and realised he came to
Coastwatch with a wealth of experience. Yet
was still willing to be trained in the same way
as every other volunteer. Martin tells me that
he got his first taste of the sea (and seasickness) when he was evacuated to Canada during the war. That sparked an interest in the sea
and he joined the Royal Navy in 1953, serving
for the next 36 years and still being seasick!
His initial specialist service involved work in
the Operations Room where he would supply
tactical information that the Captain would
use. Training roles followed with further service
on aircraft carriers, Cruisers, destroyers and
frigates, in command of the frigate Achilles,
leading on to a time serving in the Falklands
after the war. Martin was the senior Naval
Officer in the Falklands.

Not got the time? OK there is certainly another
form of help needed. The small watch station
is showing its age and while it is warm and
windproof, areas have had to be patched up
outside to keep it like that. Plans are afoot to
replace the building and as we all know, that
costs lots of money. If you feel that you could
contribute in any way, please make contact.
During our working hours there is a collection
box by our gate which you can make donations in. If you feel you could make a larger
donation, information can be obtained from
our Treasurer John Couch, john.couch@nci.
org.uk. Iin addition if you could gift-aid it, John
can give you the charity number etc.
Thinking of joining or supporting Wells NCI.?
Why not enquire from Station Manager, Tony
Goddard tony.goddard@nci.org.uk. Men or
women of any adult age group and skills are
welcome. We work with Humber and local
coastguards, Search and Rescue teams and
RNLI via Humber Coastguard. We are eyes
and ears along the coast. Excellent training is
given and you will be committing to a really
worthwhile organization.

Since the Navy Days, Martin has worked as an
administrator for thirteen years in a legal firm,
later moved to a Norfolk village with His wife
Sally and their horses. But there is more. Their
busy lives include singing in two choirs and
although he is very modest about it I get the
impression that he is quite an accomplished
musician.
Our volunteers as I said from the start come

Some farewells...
Dr. Gordon McAnsh
We would like to record formally the impending retirement of Dr Gordon McAnsh who,
after over 30 years, has finally decided to hang
up his stethoscope. He will be retiring on 31st.
March 2022. He has been a great guy to work
with and I hope you will join us in wishing him
many years of golf and holidays or indeed
golfing holidays! (and a bit of gardening, learning to play an instrument and learning a new
The Quay

language, although he hasn’t quite mastered
English yet with those odd Scottish words
slipping in!)
If anyone would like to contribute to his retirement collection please call in at reception. We
will have a drop-in day on Wednesday 29th
March for tea and biscuits/cake at the surgery
if you would also like to call in and wish him
well.
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I know many of you will be concerned about
the continuity of the practice. Wells Health
Centre will have three new partners – Dr David
Ince, Dr Sarah Gorrod and Dr Leena Deol.
Drs Ince and Gorrod are partners at Burnham
and intend to run Wells and Burnham Market
as two separate practices. Dr Deol will be
joining Wells as a partner in June and Dr Jayne
Welfare-Smith will also be joining as a salaried
GP in April.
Jan Wright, Wells Health Centre

many people came with specs that had been
broken by children, chewed by the dog, run
over by a car or trodden on. He always did his
best to sort out these problems and helped
many people, locals and holiday makers alike.
He also dealt with more serious problems and
always managed to fit in anyone who was
worried about their eyes, be it a foreign body
that needed removing or an urgent problem
where a hospital visit was needed.
I was receptionist for Jim Richards for fourteen
years and I can honestly say it was one of the
best jobs I ever had, meeting so many interesting people and chatting with them while
they waited for their appointments. It was a
joy working for a true gentleman and I shall
miss being there. I am sure you will join me
in wishing him a long and healthy retirement.
Diana Walker

Mr. Jim Richards – optician
As some of you may already know Mr. Richards our local optician is retiring in March. He
has served Wells and the surrounding villages
for more than thirty years and will be sorely
missed by many. He has always been kind and
generous with his time, unfailingly polite and
nothing is ever too much trouble for him. So

Loss and bereavement - “Talking Elephants”
sleeping well, feeling very tired and finding it
hard to cope and stay fit.

Losing someone we love, and coping with the
grief it brings, comes to us all at sometime
in our lives, but the pandemic has brought it
closer for some. Covid has challenged us in
many ways. Things taken for granted were
denied us; and the most vulnerable have been
isolated and often separated from those closest to them when they needed them most.

Some people immerse themselves in work or
other activity, while others need to talk over
what has happened to them, perhaps again
and again. Others do a bit of both. All is normal and for many of us, the love and support
of family, friends and colleagues is enough to
get us through. Some people appreciate the
listening ear of the doctor or of others who
have experienced a similar loss.

People have been fearful, and parents, friends
and grandparents have been taken before
their time. Many funerals have been restricted
and people have been unable to get together
to pay their respects and to mourn the passing
of someone who mattered to them. This has
been a huge loss for many. We feel relieved
as the restrictions ease up and gradually life
returns to normal, but for many it has changed
forever. There will huge regrets along with the
sadness and loneliness of bereavement.

If this appeals to you on the second Thursday
of the month at 11am at the Wells Community
Hospital we have a regular get together which we
call Talking Elephants. We
meet in the Hive cafe and
then go and have a chat
in another room for an
hour or so. It is very informal but we are careful to
respect the confidences
of each other. If you feel
this is for you, please
come and join us.

Bereavement is a painful but natural process.
No two people experience it in the same way
and yet there are common things, like anger,
guilt, denial or regret that we may feel as we
grieve. Grief is often referred to as ‘work’,
and it is hard but necessary work if we are to
make the eventual adjustment to our loss, and
so find meaning for the rest of our lives. Decisions have to be made and often new roles
taken on while we struggle with mixed and
confused emotions. We may not be eating or
The Quay

Helena Arguile 01328 711788
Revd Steve Wood 01328 259316
Revd Brenda Stewart 01328 710628
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Review of the AONB

Wells Town Council - February meeting

By Catherine Leigh – Project Advisor Norfolk Coast Partnership
A public consultation will also ask for views on
proposals to drive nature recovery within our
landscapes and support for the communities
that live and work within them, such as the
design and delivery of new agri-environment
schemes and an ambitious management plan
for each area.

We live in an Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB) and may take it for granted
that it is properly protected. Some people
have questioned whether this is still the case.
So two years ago Julian Glover undertook
an independent Landscapes Review which
looked at whether the protections for National
Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty are still fit for purpose, which was presented
to government.

The full Government’s response to the Landscapes Review can be found
online at: https://www.gov.
uk/government/publications/
landscapes-review-national-parks-and-aonbs-government-response

The Government’s response to the Review
has been set out by Environment Secretary
George Eustace. A new national landscapes
partnership would bring together those
responsible for managing England’s National
Parks and AONBs to collaborate, share knowledge and tackle common objectives such as
nature recovery and improved public access.
By harnessing their collective strengths whilst
preserving their independence, the partnership would support local leadership to work
together nationally, including by carrying out
campaigns, organising events and offering
volunteering opportunities that bring people
closer to nature.

The consultation can be found online at:
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/future-landscapes-strategy/government-response-to-the-landscapes-review/
We would encourage everyone
living or working in the Norfolk Coast AONB to
have their say and take part in the consultation
process before the 9th April deadline.

Fairtrade fortnight 2022
By Peter and Mary Cundy

When is Fairtrade Fortnight 2022?
Monday 22nd February to Sunday 6th March.

Ethiopia, and Honduras. These countries
have contributed least to the causes of climate
change. Yet they face droughts, crop disease,
floods, heat waves and shrinking harvests.
During Fairtrade Fortnight we must not forget
other burning issues like eradicating child
labour and promoting equality in work and
education for women.

What is Fairtrade Fortnight?
Two weeks when, companies, groups and individuals in the UK come together to celebrate
the people who grow our food, who are frequently exploited and poorly paid. The focus
is climate change, and the growing problems
this poses to farmers and workers within the
Fairtrade community. Since last year, the G7
and COP26 have taken place. These conversations are a good start, but there is still frustration that the wealthiest nations are failing to
recognise the urgent need to invest in farmer
expertise. They are delaying their promised
annual funding to climate vulnerable countries
until 2023. It is not good enough.

Choosing to buy fair trade, ethical food and
drink is everyday activism. It is the simplest
way to change the world. Through fair trade,
farmers and growers can earn enough to feed
their families, send their children to school,
provide a future for their local community and
work on solutions to the problems they face
due to climate change.
Want to find out more or get involved?
Contact Wells Action for Fair Trade:
wellsfairtade@icloud.com
Look at The Fairtrade Foundation web site:
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/

The two-week period will highlight the facts;
climate change is a huge challenge for farmers
and workers in countries such as Kenya,
The Quay
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The Council business was about planning,
planning and planning. Our town’s Neighbourhood Plan depends on the District’s Local
Plan which was up for consultation ending at
the end of February. So we were treated to a
Power Point presentation on what the Local
Plan says.

Wright’s farm on Mill Road came in for some
criticism.
The Neighbourhood Plan Working Party
reported on progress with the Plan for Wells.
Among the things it will contain will be a
Design Guide which is supposed to guide
those wanting to build new houses or extend
existing ones so that any change adds to
the character of the town rather than going
against it. The Site Options report, produced
by a government agency makes comments
on proposed housing developments. Apparently none of the sites proposed are entirely
problem free.

Overall, the Council was pretty critical. Two
concerns came foremost. Wells is a tourist
town in the middle of the North Norfolk coast
in direct line by road from the south, but the
road system cannot cope and the parking
provision is lamentable. Gridlock and illegal
parking were two issues identified.

Meanwhile, Peter Mitchell from Holkham
reported on the projected replacement of the
train service to the beach with a bus service:
an open-topped 1951 Leyland Tiger and an
ultra modern electric vehicle. As a councillor
remarked, we are back to the old days when
Sam Abel’s coaches ran to and from the
Pinewoods.

The other concern was the lack of serious provision for affordable housing for local people.
Given the level of wages in the town, average £38,550 apparently, local people cannot
afford to buy and there is no housing for those
who work locally – key workers as they are
called. The Council agreed that the need for
extra housing for local people needed to be
addressed. In addition the proposal to build on

Cooking with Carla Philips A Taleggio Treat
Taleggio is an Italian cheese, widely available in delicatessens, large supermarkets and
market stalls which feature cheese. A ripened
cheese, it is more solid than Brie, with a less
bitter crust. Delicious on its own, as it comes,
this particular recipe which I made up using
what remains I had at hand, has now been
repeated several times. This recipe is for one
serving only. It is great accompanied with a
dark green vegetable: broccoli, calabrese, or
roasted kale leaves – a good contrast to the
creamy warmth of this dish.

and a little grated nutmeg; 30-40g Taleggio,
thinly sliced; 2 eggs; a few slivers of butter; a
little seasoning of salt, pepper and cayenne.
Method: Preheat oven to medium hot.
First, lightly butter a small casserole dish or
ovenproof bowl. Place the mashed potato
in it. Cover with the sliced cheese, leaving
two holes or small spaces with the potatoes
exposed. Break an egg into each of these
spaces. Season. Cover the dish with foil, and
then bake for 20 minutes. Serve, accompanied
with the greens.

Ingredients for one serving: 125-150g of plain
mashed potatoes, seasoned with salt, pepper

[You can get the cheese at the Deli - Ed.]

A voice from the past

“The tongue is like a fire. Think how a large forest can be set on fire by a single flame. It is
evil and uncontrollable. We use it to give thanks and also to curse. But surely sweet water
cannot pour from the same spring as polluted water.” Letter of James
The Quay
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Wells Weather Watch
January 2022. By Keith Leesmith

In 2021 January was the wettest month of the year, and the wettest January since my records
began in 1990. In 2022 it was drier than any January since 2006. Not surprising really, since high
pressure was dominating for most of the month, ignoring the last three days when first Storm
Malik (named by the Danish Met Office) and then Storm Corrie (named by the British and Irish
Met Offices) rolled in.
The most surprising statistic in the month was the fact that on only one night (Thursday 6th) did
the air temperature drop below zero. That doesn’t mean that the white stuff that you saw on the
ground was an aberration. It is the difference between air frost and ground frost. Temperatures
are measured at 4 feet above the ground and drop about one degree for every foot below that.
So, an air temperature of zero usually means that the temperature on the ground is minus four.
Although about twenty days saw a ground frost, only the one produced an air frost. That is why
many cars will warn you if the temperature is four degrees
Average atmospheric pressure in
or lower. Most temperature sensors are mounted on door
UK is 1013.25mb
mirrors, which are about four foot off the ground!
Max. Temperature		
Min. Temperature		
Rainfall Total		
Wettest Amount		
Min. Pressure		
Max. Pressure		
Max. Wind Speed		

14.6C		
-0.9C		
22.2mm		
8.6mm		
988.6mb		
1040.3mb
29mph		

Sat 1st
Thu 6th
forJan..
Sat 8th
Sat 8th
Wed 12th
Mon 31st

AN INVITATION TO
OUR PREVIEW DAY
You are warmly invited to our preview day
for locals on Saturday 19th March 2022.

Find out more at holkham.co.uk/previewday

My average rainfall for January is
63mm
Average rainfall for Jan. at Weybourne (Met Office) is 54.8mm
Average rainfall for January at
Marham (Met Office) is 56.1mm

Postbag
Keith Garrett
Dear Editor,
Edna and family would like to say “thank you”
to all who attended Keith’s funeral in December. And special thanks to Guy Stratton, Jenny
Jagger, Rev. Cliff Shanganya for a lovely service,
the Bowling Green, and last but definitely not
least Wells Fire Service. Keith would have been
so pleased they were involved.
Thank you.
Edna Garrett and family

31st January. Norman Smyth had his 10 year
badge, Sheila Warner, Ronnie Shaw, Jean Shaw
and Margaret Shaw had their 15 year badges,
and Mary and I our 35 year badges.
I am still looking at this time for someone to take
over from me as we wish to retire.
David A Woolgar 01328 712052

Wells Poppy Appeal
Dear Editor,
I would like to thank all those local people and
visitors who contributed to the Poppy Appeal
Charity to raise our grand sum of £7480. I could
not have done it on my own so with this I must
thank the dedicated helpers who were involved
in this magnificent event for such a small town.
To cover this and to say a big thank you from
myself and the County Poppy Appeal organiser
Lyn Hatch, those helpers were presented with
their year badges at the Hive Cafe on Monday
The Quay
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Wells Street Party

Wells Maltings prepares for Spring

In June 2022 HM The Queen will
have reached the unique milestone
of 70 years of service to the nation
as Monarch and Head of State.

Kicking off the new month is our Open Mic
Night on Tuesday 1 Mar. If you’re a musician
and would like a casual, relaxed place to play
a couple of songs, come down from 7pm –
there’s a free drink in it for performers!

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

By Becca Lynn, marketing & development manager

To mark this historic event there
will be year-long Platinum Jubilee
celebrations throughout the United
Kingdom and the Commonwealth.
The Government has announced an
extended bank holiday from Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th June 2022.
These four days of celebrations will
include public events and community activities. An outline of these
national celebrations is as follows:

Patrick Monahan returns to the Maltings on
Friday 25th March with his stand-up show
Started From the Bottom, Now I’m Here smart and funny observations on a new found,
middle class lifestyle with ski holidays, through
the prism of poor, immigrant, living-in-a-caravan roots.

March 3rd brings an exciting live show, Her
Body and Songs: Susie Self. Maltings favourite Susie interfaces live physical theatre with
soundscapes, video and punchy minimalist
music in this feel-good antidote to traditional
interpretations of being a woman.

Thursday 2nd June
The Queen’s Birthday Parade
(Trooping the Colour)
The lighting of the Platinum Jubilee
Beacons across the country

fairground type stalls around the Buttlands.
Also, music will be provided throughout the
afternoon.

Friday 3rd June
Service of Thanksgiving at St Paul’s Cathedral

The plan is to have a fun afternoon on the
Buttlands for our community and visitors. The
theme will be the 1950s, so please feel free to
get in the mood and dress accordingly.

Saturday 4th June
Platinum Party at the Palace
Sunday 5th June
‘The Big Jubilee Lunch’
Communities throughout the UK and Commonwealth come together for a Street Party
The Wells Street Party committee has held
many successful Street Party events, such as
the Royal Wedding, The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and commemorations to mark the ending
of WW1 and WW2.
Wells Street Party is now in the process of
organising a ‘street party’ on the Buttlands for
the afternoon of Sunday 5th June 2022 from
12 to 5pm. Wells Street Party will provide seating and tables for 200 on a first-come basis (of
course you can bring your own if you wish).
The idea is that you bring your own picnic
food. However, there will also be takeaway
food and soft drinks for sale on Buttlands. In
addition, we are planning to have a tent selling
beers and wine, a children’s’ fun fair and other
The Quay

A-Roll Music Quiz, taking place
in the bar.
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If any organisation in Wells wishes to have a
stall on the Buttlands on the day, please get in
touch with one of the Committee members.
Finally, the above activities have to be paid
for and Wells Street Party relies on donations.
The more money we raise, the more we can
provide. Your donations, no matter how big or
small, will be gratefully received. Alternatively, you may consider sponsoring one of the
activities.
To make a donation please contact one of the
Committee members or you can donate direct
by bank transfer to:

Sunday 6th March is a busy one with North
Norfolk Music Festival presenting Karski Quartet at 3.00 pm and a performance on our stage
by Dave Kelly and Bob Hall with Hilary Blythe.
These long-time friends will give us a bluesy
night to remember! More live music and hijinks
with comedy pianists The Missing Coda on
Friday 11th March.
In our Handa Gallery, an exciting exhibition
will be opening from Friday 11th March to
Sunday 27th . I Matter brings together 15
artists from black, Asian and minority ethnic
backgrounds and communities, curated by
Olu Taiwo. A mix of various media including
photography, sculpture and painting, showcasing works that connect to the importance
of diversity, in response to the powerful declaration – ‘I Matter’.

March 2022

Rounding off the month is Sam and Zoe
vs Evermore, perfect for anyone who’s into
Dungeons & Dragons, video games, or just
really great theatre. Join Sam and Zoe as they
embark on an epic theatrical quest!
Some exciting news for all local artists – in
June and July we are turning over our Handa
Gallery to you for a mixed exhibition of work
made here in Wells. We’ll be looking for up to
three pieces of work – drawings, paintings,
sculpture, photography – from any artist living
in the NR23 postcode area.

Our series of Heritage talks continues with the
postponed Wells Lifeboat talk, Those in Peril
On The Sea, on Wednesday 9th March with
Nicky King and his crew. On Thursday 17th
March Arthur Howell and Chris Coubrough
present On The Hoof
as part of the Saltmarsh Series of talks.
Top international
pianist Martin Roscoe
joins us on Sunday
20 Mar for a classical
afternoon featuring
Beethoven, Liszt and
Brahms, then we quiz
you on your musical
knowledge on Tuesday
22nd in our Funk-Pop-

WELLS STREET PARTY Account No:
33483274 Sort Code: 20-30-81
Steve Tuck, Chairman. (07799 352117 Email:
grenadiersteve@hotmail.co.uk)
Committee - Di Reynolds, James Platten, Matt
Clarke, Steve Clarke and Joyce Trett

The Quay

We have extravagant musical comedy for you
on Saturday 26th with Bowjangles: Dracula
In Space, a very unusual string quartet with a
unique blend of music, theatre and comedy.
In this brand new show, the intrepid foursome
are blasting off into outer space to meet a
mysterious benefactor whose proposition
seems a little too good to be true. But what
happens when their lead violinist starts to act
a little strangely?
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This is very much your exhibition, and we’ll
offer our services to get your work on display,
and on sale if you wish. We are also looking
for some impartial selection judges, and anyone to assist with the physical tasks of hanging and managing the exhibition. If you’d like
to be involved, please email director Simon
Daykin at simon@wellsmaltings.org.uk.
Browse and book the full programme online
www.wellsmaltings.org.uk, or drop by and
pick up a paper programme. Our bistro, visitor
information centre and box office are open
daily. You can always call us for information or
book over the phone on 01328 710885.
March 2022

Your legal matters
in safe hands
for generations
Hayes + Storr Solicitors handle a whole
range of family, property and business
legal matters with care and professionalism.

Call us today 01328 710210
www.hayesandstorr.co.uk
Fakenham | Holt | King’s Lynn | Sheringham | Swaffham | Wells by appointment

Stiffkey Road, Wells next the Sea, Norfolk NR23 1QB
info@blueskiescampsite.co.uk • 07557 021660
Small, friendly, family campsite • Tents, touring caravans and motor homes
Dogs and children welcome

All local hotels and B&Bs have 5 stars,
Blue Skies Campsite has 8 million!
The Quay
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Clubs and Societies
Wells Sailing Club
Winter is a very quiet time for those who enjoy
sailing on the sea for leisure. Most sailors are
busy doing remedial work to their boats ready
for the start of the new season, which this year
begins on Sunday 27 March.
However, some of our keen sailing members
joined our friends at Norwich Frostbites at
their club on the River Yare in Thorpe St.
Andrews, for the away-leg of the annual race
which has been running for many years. We
compete against Frostbite club members
sailing their boats, Norfolk One-designs, in
the chilly month of January and the return leg
takes place in Wells in the warmer month of
June in our members’ Sharpies. This year we
came second, but everyone who took part had
a great day.
If you sail and are considering joining our
club in the year to come, please contact the
secretary at sec.wells.sailing@gmail.com who
will be happy to provide more information.
Alternatively see our website;
wellssailingclub.co.uk
Wells United Charities
In a new venture with Wells Community
Hospital, our charity will help fund an Apprenticeship initiative that the Hospital has begun.
With a grant from us, they will be able to
provide employment and training to a young
local person. The individual being sponsored
by the Hospital is expected to complete a
Level 3 Events Assistant apprenticeship later
this year. In April, we will be holding a raffle for
an original painting by Linda Pattrick
(trustee). Tickets will be on sale at her exhibition ‘Inspired by Wells’ (also showcasing
the work of John Richter), which runs from
9th-21st April in the Handa Gallery at Wells
Maltings. The exhibition is open daily 11-4 and
entrance is free.
Calling on keen gardeners, we would like you
to start preparing for our ‘Going Potty’ event
for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. We are
asking you to plant a colourful pot of flowers
and place it in your gateway for the weekend
of 3-5th June. If this appeals to you, please
contact Jean Davies on 01328 710476. We
are keen to increase our membership. Being a
member does not involve you in anything othThe Quay

er than a small annual minimum payment of
£5. However, we are always extremely grateful
for any help running our events, i.e. stalls on
the Buttlands selling raffle tickets; if you wish
to volunteer. To join as a member, please
download the membership form from our website www.wellsunitedcharities.co.uk or pick
one up from Jagger’s Chemist at the
top of Staithe St.
Elsmith Bowls Club
It is always so heartening after a dark,
dreary winter to see brave, little snowdrops
so delicate looking but yet so strong rising
above the cold earth. They also herald the
fact that with the spring the bowling season is
approaching. Meetings are already underway
for the new season and Elsmith members can
look forward to participating in three leagues,
that is the Fakenham, North Norfolk and the
County Triples Leagues. We welcome new
players. Anyone interested in playing please
contact Ann Egan 01328 713020. Tuition can
be arranged for beginners.
Women’s Institute
We are having a coffee morning in our hall
on 17th March where we will be supporting
Fairtrade, 10.30am to 12 noon, all welcome.
Come and support Fairtrade. Our meetings
are held on the first Thursday of each month,
so we try to keep readers up to date with both
the current month and the future. So April’s
subject will be “Doctors without borders” a
remarkable international charity (Médecins
sans Frontières). This will be on 7th April at
2.15pm as usual.
Even further into the future, on May 5th, we
will be discussing this year’s national Resolutions and will also hear about “The History
of Tea and Coffee”. Plans are well in hand for
celebrating the Platinum Jubilee with a very
special President’s Party at the end of June.
A busy year is planned and an enjoyable one
as well!
If you would like to find out more about Wells
WI ring Carol Green on 01328 712078
Wells Local History Group
Having been on Zoom only for the past 18
months or so, WLHG will resume live talks on
Wednesday 2nd March. This talk, plus future
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meetings, will be in the Kiln Room at Wells
Maltings at 7.30pm.The March Talk by Adrian
O’Dell is entitled 19th Century industrial Activity in Norfolk and its Market Towns. This is free
to members and is also open to non-members
at a cost of £5.On April 6th we have an old
friend of WLHG, Peter Stibbons, talking about
The Paston Footprints Project. Same place,
same time, same cost to non-members. We
are hoping for a costumed speaker at our
last meeting of the season on 4 May, but
more about this in the future. New members
welcome – keithnextthesea@gmail.com Keith
Leesmith.
Men’s Shed
Work on building our Covid-safe external
working space has taken a giant leap forward
this month. The building materials arrived and
we have taken a break from various community projects to refocus on getting the construction done. It’s proving we can work well as a
team, bringing together a variety of skills and
a good learning exercise all round. It should
be completed by the time you read this update
and we look forward to working in it soon,
whatever the weather.
We now have a number of community projects
booked in so we are now having to schedule
requests - simply not enough hours in the day,
but keep the requests coming in and we’ll do
our best. Meantime thank you for your patience. There have been some very generous
donations of tools recently, including screws
and other sundry woodworking items and
we’d like to thank everyone for thinking of us.
These tools are restored and put to good use.
We get through a lot of screws so they are
always welcome.
Just a reminder that we are situated in the
grounds of the Wells & Walsingham Light
Railway on the Stiffkey Road, and we are open
every Wednesday 10 am to 4 pm if you’d like
to visit us. There is also more information
on our website at http:www.wellsnexttheseamensshed.weebly.com , or email us at
mensshedwells@gmail.com
Men’s Probus
Following the first two meetings of the Year:
‘Who are the Quakers’ (January) and ‘The
Wells Community Hospital’ (February) the
March talk will be about ‘Erskine Childers the
Irish Patriot’. The Group will meet in the WI
The Quay
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Hall at 11 00 am on Wednesday 23rd March
and the talk will be followed by lunch (optional)
at the Bowling Green. Visitors are welcome
and for full details should contact David Wickens at either 01328 856456 or email him at
wickens356@btinternet.com
Fakenham Choral Society
The first performance of 2022 is sure to
delight, with exciting works by Puccini and
Dvorak. Conducted by music director, Mark
Jones, the choir will be joined by soloists
Graham Neal and Justin Harmer, and their
accompanist James Mooney-Dutton. Puccini’s thrilling Messa di Gloria, and Dvorak’s
romantic and tuneful Mass in D makes this a
performance not to be missed. The concert
takes place on Saturday 26th March at 7pm
(please note the earlier time) at Fakenham
Parish Church. Refreshments will be available
before the performance and during the interval. Eagerly anticipating their first full-length
concert since March 2019, a warm welcome
is ensured.
Tickets are £12 (under 18s free) in advance,
and can be purchased from Colin Blackmore
(01485 544335 or blackburns12@btinternet.
com) or through the website www.fakenhamchoralsociety.org
Wells Fire Station
As you may have seen the station now has
a brand new tower for training. We are really
excited as this now gives much more scope
for improving skills! There is a sloping roof
for chimney fire training , enhancing our roof
ladder techniques. Also areas for safe working
at height training. We still experiencing a quiet
time which is good with not many calls for the
team to attend! If you are interested in joining,
you live within five minutes from the station ,
and can give day time cover. Then please visit
the NFRS website and complete an application form. Stay safe. Thanks.
Watch Manager, Doug Kelly
Wells Textile and Embroidery Group
Great to meet up again: a new year and new
projects to start. One of our members has
started patchwork for the first time being
helped by another experienced member. We’re
looking forward to seeing the finished project.
Another has started a beautiful ‘tattoo’ Crossstitch cushion. We also had a mini-introduction to crewel embroidery.
March 2022

This year’s plans include a demonstration of
spinning, and having a go spinning your own
yarn, a workshop on making Dorset buttons
and, later this year a trip to Sheringham museum to view the local textiles on display.
We are also busy knitting hats for our 2022
Christmas creation! (Any donations of green
wool will be welcomed).

subscription will be £50 per year and all the
equipment will be available for members use.
If you would like further information and/or
to register an interest please contact either
Lindsay 01328 710558, Marilyn 01328 710963
or Linda 01328 711848.

If you are interested in joining us contact
Eileen on 07425607951
Nelson Club
It was lovely to catch up with everyone after
our first meeting of the New Year. We have
two meetings in March, on the 3rd and 17th,
both at the Wells Community Hospital at 2pm.
We are a friendly and welcoming group who
meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the
month at 2pm at the Wells Community Hospital. If you are interested in joining us please
telephone Sandra Phipps on 07775 424559 or
Adrian Underwood on 07990 026839 for more
details. Transport may be available.
Ladies Lunch Club (formerly Ladies’ Probus)
We hope the change of name will attract new
members. We meet on the Second Monday
in the month at the W.I.Hall at 1030 for coffee
followed by a talk . Keith Leesmith will be
talking about Edith Cavell in April.
We ‘enjoyed’ Seated Exercise with Sue
Gathercole in January. .Anyone interested in
joining, please ring Pat Bannister on 01328
710193
Wells Croquet Club
We are pleased to confirm that we will ready
to play in April after Easter and will be holding
an open day at the lawn for past and potential members to meet up nearer the time. The

Wells Community Theatre Group a Passion Play
This year there is a revival of the Binham
Passion Play that was first performed 11 years
ago in Binham Priory. The Wells Community
Theatre Group feels privileged to be involved
in the staging, casting and directing of this
production. The company will be supported
by other enthusiastic amateur players from
surrounding villages and members of Binham
Priory Church.
Performances: Binham Priory Church Tuesday
– Thursday April 12th-14th Pre-booked seats
essential. Email; David Frost226@btinternet.
com or telephone 01328 830362. No charge
but retiring collection to help maintain Binham
Priory.

Churches Together

Wighton news
“Why is it risky to share secrets on a farm?
Because the corn has ears, the potatoes have
eyes and the beanstalk…” and if you think that
joke’s pretty bad, be prepared to hear plenty
more good groaners which are up for grabs on
Saturday 26th February when Wighton’s acting
troupe go “on tour” to perform their final show
of “Jack and the Beanstalk” at Binham village
hall. Curtain-up is at 7.30pm and tickets (£6
adults, £3 children) are available on the door
or from Liz Brown on 01328 830519. Suitable
for all ages, the show wowed the Wighton
audiences in January and is absolutely not to
be missed.

ence. Or send a cheque made out to “Wighton
Recreation Hut Fund” to our Treasurer, Barbara Clark, at 37 High Street, Wighton, NR23
1AL. All donations will be extremely gratefully received. If you are able to gift-aid your
donation, the charity will receive an extra cash
bonus of 25% of your contribution. Gift-aid
forms and more information are available on
the website, www.wightonvillagehall.co.uk, or
you can request a form from Graham Able on
07818 592082. The website also explains how
you can help raise money through Amazon
Smile purchases and by supporting our village
events.

Thanks to all those who came to the New
Village Hall Project open morning on Saturday
29th January to find out more about the plans,
proposed timetable and ongoing fundraising
schemes. Alongside members of the Project
Group, there were representatives from our
building contractor, Grocott and Murfit, who
answered questions over refreshments.

Saying goodbye to our trusty old corrugated
iron recreation hut is not going to be easy
but a fabulous and fitting farewell dance
took place earlier this month with an evening
of singing and bopping to the foot-tapping
sounds of the Fakenham Ukes Band. As a
finale, everyone joined hands for a rendition of
“Auld Lang Syne” in memory of all those who
have played and partied within the hut’s walls
over many decades. Huge thanks to Margaret
Brett Reynolds for organising such a splendid
send-off and to Graham Polson for manning
the bar. A sale of contents will take place on
Saturday 19th February. Please keep an eye
on the website and on village Facebook pages
for more details nearer the time.

Anyone who is interested in donating to this
exciting project is very welcome to join our
Buy-a-Brick campaign. You can “buy” as
many bricks as you wish (at £10 per brick)
by transferring money directly to the Wighton
Recreation Hut Fund (sort code 20-30-81; a/c
no. 30959359), using your surname as a refer-

By bus to the beach
Two buses, a 1951 Leyland Tiger open-top
and an all-electric 2022 state-of-the-art bus
will replace the harbour railway this summer
to take visitors to the beach. In summer they
will run continuously given passengers no

more than a ten minute wait between services.
They will run from the south end of the football
ground to the roundabout at the top of beach
road.

By Margaret Sheppard

After such a long time we were able to meet in
person and catch up with each others’ church
news We have all missed that “togetherness”
feeling.

Lent Lunches held at the Friends Meeting
House at 12- 1pm. On 18th March it’s the
Methodists doing the cooking; on 25th March
St Nicholas, on 1st April Our Lady Star of the
Sea, and on 8th April, the Friends, You will
have lovely home soup and bread and a very
warm welcome. It costs £3 and this money is
split between Christian Aid and Cafod. Hope
you will join us.

Our meeting started with some memories and
a farewell to Rev Colin Garwood who died on
22nd January. We will miss him very much.
Our future events this month are the annual
The Quay
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News from the Anglican Churches
By Revd. Brenda Stewart, Rector

It’s wonderful to see the days lengthening as
the first signs of spring appear. Once they
got going we had a fine show of snowdrops
and winter aconites, particularly at Warham
St Mary Magdalene. Winter weddings at
Holkham are a new thing this year and we had
a windy but glorious sunny day as Luke Kendal and Lisa Taylor exchanged their vows.

Meanwhile the season of Lent is upon us.
On March 1st, St Nicholas Wells will have a
Shrove Tuesday supper 6.30pm in the W.I.
Hall. The cost is £7.00. It will be homemade
soup and crusty bread and puddings. Bring
you own drink. There will be a quiz and raffle.
Book a place from Kate Clodd 07826 280915
or Margaret Sheppard 01328 710584. All proceeds will go to our Overseas Missions funds.

Sadly, there have been several more funerals
and we keep the families of Norman Andrews
and Brenda Pincher from Wells, and Wighton man Philip Lane in our prayers. We also
join with our Methodist friends in expressing
our sadness at the passing of Revd Colin
Garwood.

Lent begins the following day, March 2nd,
Ash Wednesday when there will there will be
a 10.00am service at Wells St Nicholas and
at 6.30pm a sung service at Burnham Sutton
where we will be joined by the Creakes Chamber Choir conducted by our new organist at
Holkham Justin Harmer. We will also have
three Churches Together Lent study groups
using USPG resources. If you are interested in
joining us do get in touch.

The restoration dates have now been firmed
up and work on St Nicholas will commence
on June 6th and will hopefully be complete in
time for Christmas. Meanwhile a team of students from Alderman Peel High School have
been assisting Peter Terrington with churchyard maintenance and later in the year, as part
of the restoration project, there will be a series
of wildlife days happening in the churchyard
run in conjunction with Norfolk Wildlife Trust.
All very exciting!
On March 13th the Bishop of Lynn, Jane
Steen, will be visiting us and will join me at
both services on Sunday morning, 9.30am
at Wighton and 11.00am at Wells. Do come
along and meet her.

With a local and enthusiastic team, Norfolk Hideaways are well placed to make
the process of sharing your holiday home easy and enjoyable. We are dedicated
to managing your property with the same care and attention you would and
with tailored services to suit your needs, you can be as involved as you like.
norfolkhideaways.co.uk
newowners@norfolkhideaways.co.uk | 01328 887 658
Offices in Burnham Market, Wells-next-the-Sea and Holt

By Sue Scoles

Our sad news is that the Revd Colin Garwood
died on the 22 January, at the age of 94, very
peacefully at The Queen Elizabeth Hospital.
The last service he took at Wells Methodist
Church was on 2 January 2022 when his wife
Pat, daughter Mary and son-in-law Clive all
took part. Colin was an evangelical preacher
who was in his 70th year of ordination. As a
minister of the United Reformed Church he
was involved with the change from the Congregational Church to the URC. He worked
tirelessly with youth groups and choirs and
conducted a ‘Songs of Praise’ in 1984 at the
Sea front in Bexhill. In Wells he was very active
in the Churches Together group and tried hard
20

CASTALIAN, CARDUCCI
and ECHÉA
String Quartets

THE 17TH
NORTH NORFOLK
MUSIC FESTIVAL

Methodist Church news
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Letting your holiday has never been easier

to persuade our churches that change was
certainly coming and we should prepare for it.
He was well liked in the community and many
people benefited from his sensible Christian
advice. He was much loved and will be greatly
missed.
Normal services are on Wednesdays at 10.30
and Sundays at 11. o’clock. Looking forward to Easter, as well as our Sunday Easter
Service on April 17th, there will be an extra
service at 7.30pm on Maundy Thursday, April
14th led by Rev. Cliff Shanganya. Everyone is
welcome to attend. Please remember the food
bank box when you do your normal shop.
March 2022

JULIAN BLISS Clarinet
AILISH TYNAN Soprano
JAMES ATKINSON
Baritone
LEONORE PIANO TRIO

12 - 19 AUGUST 2022

THE MARIAN CONSORT

ST MARY’S CHURCH,
SOUTH CREAKE

Pianists
LOUIS SCHWIZGEBEL
and Leeds International
Piano Competition
2021 Winner
ALIM BEISEMBAYEV
ALICE NEARY Cello

01328 730357
northnorfolkmusicfestival.com

REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 1128730
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Tax Year End Planning Checklist
By Peter Barton, Continuum

It’s not too late to start thinking about using
your tax allowances. The Treasury has a large
deficit and although taxes may not have
increased, the combination of inflation and the
Chancellor’s freeze on allowances may mean
that you will find yourself paying more to the
taxman – in income tax, NI and capital gains
tax. But there are ways to reduce the tax you
pay through careful planning.

ties, or even eliminate them altogether.
First, are you making full use of your personal savings allowance? This is £1,000 for a
basic rate taxpayer and £500 for anyone who
pays higher rate tax. Investments are more
complicated. The Dividend Allowance means
that you won’t pay tax on the first £2,000 of
dividend income, no matter what other income
you have.

Income tax
Reducing your taxable income to below
£50,271 will take you out of higher rate (40%)
tax and into basic rate at 20%, while reducing
income below £150,000 will avoid additional
rate (45%) tax.

You can also mitigate your tax with an ISA.
You have a £20,000 ISA entitlement this tax
year and another after April, meaning that a
couple can protect up to £80,000 of investment from the taxman by arranging ISAs at the
right time.

Pension contributions are one of the simplest
ways to reduce your taxable income. Paying
more into your pension is usually a good idea
provided you do not exceed the £40,000
Annual Allowance, especially as the taxman
contributes with you.
For high earners, the personal allowance
reduces by £1 for every £2 for those with
adjusted net income exceeding £100,000. This
means there will be no personal allowance
available once adjusted net income exceeds
£125,140. For those subject to a reduced personal allowance, a personal pension contribution could claw back some of this allowance,
giving an additional tax saving.
Transferring income to your spouse or civil
partner to make full use of their personal
allowance may be an option. This is £12,570
in both the current and next tax year.

The information contained in this article is based on
the opinion of Continuum and does not constitute
financial advice or a recommendation to suitable
retirement or investment strategy; you should seek
independent financial advice before embarking on any
course of action.
The value of investments can fall as well as rise and
you may get back less than you invested.Levels and
basis of reliefs from taxation are subject to change
and depend upon your personal circumstances. The
Financial conduct authority does not regulate taxation
advice.

Capital gains tax
Capital gains tax planning may help to reduce
your tax obligation by carefully timing the
disposal of an asset. Correctly done, this can
help maximise this year’s annual exemption
(£12,300). Again, it may be possible to reduce
CGT by transferring your assets to a spouse
before disposal.

Peter Barton is an Independent Financial Adviser at
Continuum. Tel: 01603 879875 or 07787 561087.
Email: peter@mycontinuum.co.uk www.mycontinuum.co.uk
Continuum is a trading name of Continuum (Financial
Services) LLP Falcon House, Eagle Road, Langage,
Plymouth, PL7 5JY which is authorised and regulated by
the Financial Conduct Authority. Continuum (Financial)
Services LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership. Company
registration number OC393363. Registered in England &
Wales.

Savings and investments
Savings income and dividends from investments can both be liable to tax, but there are
some simple ways to reduce your tax liabiliThe Quay

Pensions
Pensions are also subject to the Lifetime Allowance, currently £1,073,100. You will usually
pay tax if your pension pots are worth more
than the lifetime allowance, so it makes sense
to look closely at your current pension pot and
ensure that you are still within the allowance.
If you are in danger of exceeding it, it could
be time to look at other types of investment to
prepare for your retirement.
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INDEPENDENT
MERCEDES SPECIALIST

Servicing . Diagnostics . Repairs

01362 695 906

Make Your
Finances
Simple

Rash’s Green, Dereham, NR19 1SX

prestigeautomotiveservices.co.uk

For a comprehensive
solution contact
Peter Barton DipFA MAQ
Independent Financial Adviser

T: 01603 879875
M: 07787 561087
peter@mycontinuum.co.uk

www.mycontinuum.co.uk

Continuum (Financial Services) LLP, Falcon House,
Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth, PL7 5JY
T: +44 (0)345 643 0770 E: info@mycontinuum.co.uk
www.mycontinuum.co.uk
Registered address. As Above. Registered in England and Wales.
OC393363
Continuum is a trading name of Continuum (Financial Services) LLP
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Continuum (Financial Services) LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership.
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Wells Lifeboat Station news
Local people play a vital role in saving lives at sea
and keeping our beaches safe
Volunteer Opportunities
Shop and Visitor Area
With the new lifeboat station well into its
final stages of build, we can now turn our
attention to recruiting the volunteers needed
to work in the shop and in the visitor’s area.
These roles are essential to the working of the
lifeboat station, so if you can offer a minimum
of 4 hours a week and you are looking for an
exciting challenge, we would love to hear from
you. The volunteer roles include Lifeboat Visits
Officer, Shop Manager, and supporting roles in
both areas.
To give everyone the opportunity to find out
about the roles available, we are holding a
Recruitment Open Afternoon at 3pm – 5pm
on Saturday 26 March at Wells Sailing Club.
We invite anyone who is interested in finding
out more to come along to this event where
representatives of Wells lifeboat crew and
others will be available to explain the roles,
the recruitment process and to answer any
questions. If you are unable to make the Open
Afternoon, but would like to find out more,
please email admin@wellslifeboat.org Training
will be provided for the successful applicants
and all the roles have clear job descriptions.

Monday 17 January
Wells All-weather Lifeboat was tasked to assess the situation of a 38ft fishing vessel with
crew of two, which was disabled and taking
on water. The harbour supply tender, Frank
T, had attempted to assist, but the difficult
sea conditions made it too challenging for it
to bring the boat safely into the harbour. The
lifeboat launched and proceeded out to sea
to the fishing vessel, where the decision was
made to rig a tow. The lifeboat then safely
towed the fishing vessel into Wells Harbour.
Lifeboat House Build
There has been a great amount of work done
internally over the last month. All the windows
and doors are in. The first fixing is complete,
and the walls are ready for plastering. The
roof has been insulated and by the time this
article is being read, the aluminium sheeting
will be going onto the roof. Externally, the
block work has been laid to finish just under
the windows. The new lifeboat is still on track
to be completed by the end of May. To follow
its progress, see our website and social media
pages for photographs.

Deputy Press Officer
We also have a vacancy for the volunteer role
of Deputy Press Officer to support and deputise for the Lifeboat Press Officer. We have a
very busy year ahead of us with the opening
of the new lifeboat station and arrival of the
Shannon Lifeboat, so this role will be very
exciting for the right applicant. All applications
should be made through the RNLI website at
bit.ly/3sgRXSw. Alternatively email Justine
Sykes at Justine_Sykes@rnli.org.uk for more
information.

Launch a Memory
As many of you will know, the new Wells
lifeboat will be part of the RNLI’s “Launch a
Memory” campaign, giving you the opportunity to remember a loved one by adding their
name in the letters and numbers printed on
the boat. The campaign is expected to close
soon, with names able to be added subject to
availability. If you would like to add your loved
ones’ name, donations can be made online
at rnli.org/WellsLaunch or by phone on 0300
300 0061. There is a suggested donation of
£50.

Call Outs during January
Saturday 1 January
Wells Inshore Lifeboat was tasked to assist
two people and their dog who were cut off
by the tide in the dark on Scolt Head Island.
The two people were walking with their dog
when they were cut off by the incoming tide.
They were cold and wet, but safe. The local
Coastguard team managed to locate the two
The Quay

people by the walkers’ flashing light, signalling
their whereabouts, so they were able to guide
the lifeboat to their location. The casualties
were helped onboard the lifeboat and taken to
safety in Burnham Overy Staithe.

Lifesaving Work
Four members of our lifeboat crew successfully completed and passed the training for
the soft track, inshore lifeboat launch vehicle.
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This service is essential to be able to launch
and retrieve the inshore lifeboat at low tide.
We congratulate James Betteridge, Kevin
Parr, Harvey Gunhouse and Paul Spiers. Our
lifeboat crew are ready to respond to a call
24/7, 365 days a year. Our volunteers continue
to train and attend practice launches on a
fortnightly basis. The next dates, subject to
operations, are Monday 21st March at 6pm,
Sunday 10th April at 9am and Saturday 23rd
April at 9.30am. We are presently looking
for committed volunteer lifeboat crew. If you
would like to find out more, please contact the
lifeboat house at admin@wellslifeboat.org or
telephone 01328 710230.
Safety Message
During 2021 Wells Inshore RNLI Lifeboat
crews rescued 24 people that were cut off by
the tide. At least one quarter of those people
lived locally. Now is a good time to remind
ourselves of how to easily keep safe whilst
enjoying our beautiful coastline:
•
•
•

•

with a lanyard, so that you can keep your
mobile dry and around your neck so it’s
easy to get to
If you do find yourself cut off by the tide:
stay dry, stay calm, dial 999 and ask for
the Coastguard.

Emergencies
If you are - or you see someone - in trouble
on or near the sea, dial 999 and ask for the
Coastguard.
General Information
For more information about RNLI Wells Lifeboat Station, events, or being a member of our
team, please contact 01328 710230 or see:
www.wellslifeboat.org
Wells RNLI

@wellsrnli

If you would like to donate,
please visit our ‘JustGiving’
page:
justgiving.com/fundraising/
rnli-wells

Get to dry sand/land at least four hours
before high tide
Know the day’s local tide times
Have a waterproof mobile phone pouch

Alderman Peel High School news
By Alastair Ogle, principal

As you may have seen in the local press, we
have had a positive start to the Spring Term.
There is a huge amount of hard work in returning to our pre-COVID expectations, supporting
students in their academic studies and their
well-being.
The last few weeks have included:
A residential trip to Edale | Cluster sports
competitions | A non-uniform day to raise
money for Cancer Research UK | Year 8
STEM workshops (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) | The start of our year
9 options process | Vocational qualification
examinations | Theatre trips | Swimming
lessons for Primary Schools at APHS |
Wensum Trust rugby tournaments | A wide
range of sports fixtures for all year groups |
Sheringham Shantymen Music Workshop |
Online parents evening | Curriculum work,
volunteering to help at St Nicholas’ Church |
Year 11 completing applications and attending
interviews for college, apprenticeships and
The Quay
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sixth form.
Alongside this, the Wells Sea Cadets based
at APHS continue to go from strength to
strength and I would encourage adults able
to volunteer and students to get involved. The
opportunities and qualifications they provide
are excellent.
At the time of writing we are waiting for final
confirmation for the planned GCSE exams in
May and June 2022. I know staff and Year 11
students can manage anything that happens.
As often, it is the uncertainty that is most
difficult to deal with. We expect exams to go
ahead (at this time) but the content of exams
and any other contingency arrangements for
students that have missed school due to COVID or may even miss exams in May / June due
to COVID is currently unknown.
We are also planning for September 2023 as
more students join us.
March 2022

NPM Builders & Property Maintenance
Building Contractors and Project Management
Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories
Paving, Flooring and Decking
• Painting and decorating • UPVC windows and doors •
• Wall and floor tiling • Gate and fencing repairs and installation •
• Electrical and plumbing work • Lock and glass replacement •
All building work, repairs and maintenance undertaken
All Part P electrical work carried out

07771 874997 • 01328 713002 • www.npmbuilders.co.uk

A Name to Build On!
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ENERGY THAT WON'T
COST THE EARTH
Renewable energy solutions for

HOT WATER

HEATING

ELECTRICITY

Contact us for a free, no obligation consultation to
find out how you can benefit from renewable energy

01603 574185
www.wisegreenenergy.co.uk
info@wisegreenenergy.co.uk
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Wells Carnival 2022
Carnival Day is 6th August, so you have plenty
of time to rally friends and family to join the
parade, plenty of classes to enter the world
famous Wells Carnival Day parade. The town
has missed out over the last two years not
having a Carnival in August, but the biggest
miss has been all the old friends and family
that normally come back to the town to see
old mates and catch up. The town has an
amazing community and this grows to the next
level on Carnival Day.

The committee is still keeping busy, planning
the week for August, adding new events to
go with the firm favourites that have made the
Carnival one of the best in the region. We held
an informal meet and greet catch up in Bang
early in February, if you were unable to attend
and would like to be more involved with the
committee or have time to help in the week
please contact us.
If you are a new business and would like
to sponsor an event we have a very large
audience that would love to hear about you.
Hopefully next month we will be able to print
a provisional programme so you can start
planning your summer.

North Point Property Care
PAT Testing

One event we couldn’t fit into Carnival Week
is the Raft Race as there was no suitable time
that the tide was right, so this will be held on
Sunday 24th July at 4pm, if poor weather it
will be held in The Maltings. Please keep in
touch on Facebook, Instagram or check our
Website: www.wellscarnival.co.uk
Patrick Weston

The Quay
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Property, Garden & General Maintenance
Contact

Daniel Money 07570234891
info@northpointpropertycare.co.uk
www.northpointpropertycare.co.uk

The Quay
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Homes for Wells

Polly Robins tells us what Homes for Wells means to her
What made you want to live in Wells?
I love it in Wells, my life is here. My job is in
Wells and I don’t drive so I wouldn’t be able
to continue if I moved away. All my friends are
here and most of my family are close by.

understand it before signing anything. I had
so much help with the actual move from really
great friends and even one of my new neighbours stepped in and gave me a hand. So so
thanks mates; you are the best!!

How difficult was it to find an affordable
property?
It was almost impossible. Because we are a
holiday destination most of the properties are
holiday lets so places to rent to live are in very
short supply. The few places that come up to
privately rent were way out of my price range
before you even thought about bills on top.

How is it going now you’ve settled in?
It’s fantastic me and Django my dog are very
happy and loving the central heating! The people who lived here before us, left it spotless. It
smelt brand new when we moved in and I’ve
become quite house proud cleaning because I
want to keep it as lovely as it was given to me.
Other news
Owners of a holiday let in Wells have pledged
their ‘Omicron Hospitality and Leisure Grant’
of £2,667 to Homes for Wells. They said ‘it
didn’t feel right to keep this when the holiday
let market has been so good this summer
– donating to Homes for Wells will keep the
benefit of the grant local’.
Many owners of holiday homes already donate
one week’s rent to us each year thinking this is
a good way to contribute to Wells – especially
when they don’t pay Council Tax and have a
Business Rate exemption.

How did you come to hear about homes for
Wells?
The first person who ever told me about
Homes for Wells was Joyce Trett.
How long had you been on the waiting list?
I’m not sure, about 7 years I think?

We really appreciate all the help we get from
second homeowners, and our other regular
donors, some of whom set up monthly standing orders to us.
We’re very grateful to Lady Glenconner for
giving a most entertaining talk for us on 4th
February. Thank you to all who attended and
made it such a fantastic evening and to Wells
Maltings for superb hosting. To hear about
more events like this, why not sign up for
our newsletter - please email: karen.clarke@
homesforwells.com

How did you feel when you heard you had
been allocated a property?
Ecstatic!!!!! Very excited very, very happy and
also relieved! Homes for Wells gives you so
much more security than a private rent as well
as being much more affordable.
Was the process of moving in easy?
Once Homes for Wells had allocated me a
property they were really great about keeping
in touch with me and letting me know how
things were going. I was so excited the day
I got my keys I couldn’t take anything in and
Jane was really calm and said she wanted
me to read the pack I was given and properly
The Quay

Please take a look at our redesigned website:www.homesforwells.com with huge thanks to
Annie Golding for her work in the end result.
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Wells War Memorial
Institute Club

The recently refurbished Club lies at the heart of the Wells Next
The Sea community and welcomes locals and visitors alike
Membership
We offer a range of membership options;
daily £3, weekly £10, yearly £20 and then
£10 to renew thereafter.
Facilities
The Club is airconditioned throughout. We
have a full-size snooker table and pool
table. You can also be entertained by the
live juke box and two fruit machines. We
have two bar areas and our toilets have been completely refurbished.
Sport
We show live sport on our 108-inch projector acreen and three televisions. We are
subscribed to BT Sports and Sky Sports. We
can show two different games at the same time.
Entertainment
The Club shows live music to cater for all
tastes. We will be holding bingo on a monthly
basis. The Club can also be available for
parties, wakes and any other functions.

Come and support your local Club, you will be assured of a warm
welcome. You can find us on Facebook for regular updates on
events, just search Wells War Memorial Institute Club or our
website www.wellsclub.co.uk or drop us a line on 01328 711386.
Google Maps Location Code XV42+GC Wells-next-the-Sea
The Quay
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Events diary

A selection of events and meetings in the area
FEBRUARY
22nd - 7pm - ‘Short and Sweet’
Online short story group. (Maltings)
23rd - 7.30pm - Jazz with Sam Braysher
Intimate, swinging duo jazz (Maltings)
25th - 7pm - ‘Lapwing’ (18) – Film
Bleak and beautiful drama (Maltings)
26th - 6pm - Peter Grimes on Aldeburgh
Beach (PG) – Film of Britten opera
Screen-Next-The-Sea (Maltings
28th - 7pm - Mothering Sunday (15) – Film
Screen Next The Sea (Maltings)

nists one piano (Maltings)
12th - 5.55pm - Opera – Ariadne auf Naxos,
Richard Strauss (Maltings)
13th - 3pm - Ballet – Swan Lake, Tchaikovsky
Bolshoi Live
14th - 10.30am - Ladies Lunch Club (WI Hall)
14th - 7.00pm - Film – Flee (15), Screen Next
The Sea
15th - 7.00pm - Zoom – Short and Sweet,
online story group (Maltings)
16th - 3.00pm Bingo Star – free bingo night
(Maltings)
17th - 10.30am - WI – Talk on Millicent Garrett
Fawcett - the quiet suffragette (WI Hall)
17th - 2.00pm - Nelson Club (Hospital)
17th - 7.00pm - Saltmarsh series talk – On the
hoof, Arthur Howell and Chris Couborough
(Maltings)
18th - 7.00pm - Film – Boiling Point (15) life in
a professional kitchen (Maltings)
20th - 3.00pm - Live Classical – Martin Roscoe, keyboard (Maltings)
22nd - 7.00pm - Music Quiz – Funk Pop a
Roll, Simon Daykin (Maltings)
23rd - 11.00am - Men’s Probus Talk – Erskine
Childers, Irish Patriot (WI Hall)
25th - 7.30pm - Comedian – Patrick Monahan
Started From The Bottom – Now I’m Here
26th - 7.30pm - Live Music – Bojangles presents Dracula in Space (Maltings)
26th - 7.30pm Concert – Fakenham Choral
Society, Puccini and Dvorak (Fakenham
Parish Church)
28th - 7.00pm - Film – Licorice Pizza, Screennext-the-Sea (Maltings)
30th - 7.30 pm Theatre – Sam and Zoe vs.
Evermore (Maltings)

MARCH
1st - 6.30pm - Shrove Tuesday Supper – St.
Nicholas’ Church (WI Hall)
1st - 7.00pm - Open Mic Night –bring your
own instruments (Maltings)
1st - 7.30pm - Men’s Discussion Group –
Wells and the wonders of wireless (Meeting
Room)
2nd - 10.00am Ash Wednesday – Holy Communion (St. Nicholas’ Parish Church)
2nd - 7.30pm History Group talk -19th Century industrial Activity in Norfolk (WI Hall)
3rd - 2.00pm - Nelson Club (Hospital)
4th - 7.00pm - Film – the King’s Man (15)
(Maltings)
6th - 3.00pm - Chamber Music – Karski Quartet with Simon Rowland-Jones, Mozart and
Dvorak (Maltings)
6th - 7.30pm Live Music – Dave Kelly, Bob
Hall and Hilary Blythe (Maltings)
9th - 7.00pm Talk – Those in Peril on the Sea
–Nicky King (Maltings)
10th - 11.00am - Talking Elephants (Hospital)
11th - 7.30pm - The Missing Coda, two pia-

For full details of events please see the links and QR codes on the various magazine pages, or visit;
wellsmaltings.org.uk

Community Hospital: wellbeingnorfolk.co.uk

holkham.co.uk

Defibrillator locations in the N23 area
These potentially life-saving devices can be found at:
Alderman Peel High School, Market Lane
Beach Car Park - near the toilet block / tide clocks
Co-Operative, Polka Road, NR23 1JG
Harbour Office, Beach Road, NR23 1AT
Plattens Fish & Chip Shop, The Quay, NR23 1AH
Police Station, Polka Road, NR23 1ED
Recycling Centre, Warham Road, NR23 1NE
Sailing Club, East End, NR23 1LE
The Quay
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If you are aware of any other
locations in the NR23 area
where there is a defibrillator, or
if you find any inaccuracies in
this list, please let us know.
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Church service times
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Church of England: Revd. Brenda Stewart - 01328 710628
St. Nicholas,
Church Street, Wells
(Sunday & Wednesday
services are streamed &
uploaded to YouTube:
St Nicholas Wells.
Evening prayer is also
held on Zoom)

1st Sunday
2nd, 3rd, 4th Sunday
5th Sunday
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th Sunday
Wednesday
1st & 3rd Thursday
1st & 3rd Thursday

1100
1100
1030
1830
1830
1830
1830
1830
1000
1000
1345

Worship for All with music
Holy Communion with music
Benefice worship
Taizé worship with music
BCP Evening Prayer
Healing service
Celtic worship with music
BCP Evening Prayer
Holy Communion
Quiet prayer
Little Fishes parent & toddler group

St. Withburga,
Holkham
(using Holkham Hall
Chapel in winter)
All Saints, Wighton

1st Sunday
3rd Sunday

0930
0930

Holy Communion with music
BCP Holy Communion with music

2nd & 4th Sunday

0930

Holy Communion with music

All Saints, Warham &
St. Mary’s, Warham

Festivals & special events

See church notice boards for details

Methodist: Revd. Cliff Shanganya - 01328 862174
Theatre Road, Wells Sunday

1100

Morning worship

Evangelical Congregational: Revd. Neil Woodruff - 07469 186208
Clubbs Lane, Wells Sunday

1500

Sunday worship

Roman Catholic: Father Keith Tulloch - 01328 713044
Our Lady Star of the Saturday
Sea, The Buttlands, Thursday
Wells

1800
0930

Holy Mass
Holy Mass

Quakers: Glynis Scott - 01328 316586 (warden - 01328 711387)
Friends Meeting
House, Church
Street, Wells

Sunday
Thursday

1030
1700

Meeting for worship
Meeting for worship

Wells Library opening hours
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monday: 2pm – 6pm
Tuesday: CLOSED
Wednesday: 9am – 2pm
Thursday: CLOSED
Friday: 9am – 2pm
Saturday: 10am – 4pm
Sunday: Closed

www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries
The Quay

36

March 2022

EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police 			
Ambulance 		
Fire 			
Coastguard / Lifeboat

Fakenham Junior School
Fakenham Academy
Walsingham Primary School
Wells Primary School & Nursery

999
999
999
999

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Age UK Norfolk 		
Chemist - David Jagger Ltd
Citizens Advice (Norfolk)
Duncan Baker MP 		
(constituency office number)
Funeral Directors (Suttons)
Norfolk Family Carers		
Norfolk Debt Advice 		
Registration of births, deaths,
marriages & civil partnerships
Relate - marriage guidance
Tourist Information Centre
Veterinary surgery 		
Wells Maltings booking office
Wells Post Office 		

NON-EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police 			
101
Flood co-ordinators 		
01328 710743
Environment Agency Floodline 0345 9881188
Wells Coastwatch 		
01328 710587
Wells Fire Station
0300 1231669
Wells Lifeboat Station
01328 710230
BANKS & BUILDING SOCIETIES
Barclays Bank, Fakenham
0345 7345345
HSBC, Fakenham 		
0345 7404404
Lloyds, Fakenham 		
0345 6021997
Nat West, Fakenham 		
0345 7888444
BUS & RAIL INFORMATION
Community Car Scheme
Dial A Bus 		
Lynx Bus Company 		
National Rail Enquiries
Sanders Coaches 		

01485 210342
01553 776971
01553 611955
08457 484950
01263 712800

CHURCHES
Church of England rector
Methodist Church 		
Congregational Church
Roman Catholic Church
Quaker Meeting House
Russian Orthodox 		
Churches Together 		

01328 710628
01328 711931
07469 186208
01328 821353
01328 711387
01328 820108
01328 713044

COUNCILS
Wells Town Council 		
Norfolk County Council
North Norfolk District Council

01328 710564
0344 800821
01263 513811

HEALTHCARE
Burnham Market Surgery
NHS Direct 		
N & N Hospital, Norwich
QEII Hospital, King’s Lynn
Red Cross 		
Wells Community Hospital
Wells Health Centre 		

01328 737000
111
01603 286286
01553 613613
0808 1963651
01328 711996
01328 710741

LIBRARIES
Fakenham Library 		
Wells Library 		

01328 862715
01328 710467

SCHOOLS
Alderman Peel High School
Fakenham Infants School

01328 710476
01328 864511

The Quay

01328 862188
01328 851039
01328 820265
01328 710320
0300 5001217
01328 710239
0800 1448848
020 72193000
01692 557140
01328 710301
01603 219924
01603 863582
03244 8008020
01603 625333
01328 710885
01328 711022
01328 839000
01328 710332

LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Carers Matter Norfolk
01328 710501
Elsmith Bowls Club 		
01328 713020
Fakenham Choral Society
01328 700165
Heritage House Care 		
01328 711333
Homes For Wells 		
01328 711703
Keep Fit Group 		
01328 730508
Lifeboat Guild 		
01328 711823
Local Archaeology 		
01328 711449
Local History Group 		
01328 710261
Screen-next-the-Sea 		
01328 710885
Sing For Joy 		
01263 479931
The Royal British Legion
07469 186208
Wells Art Group 		
01328 710208
Wells Bellringers 		
01328 710208
Wells In Bloom		
01328 712158
Wells Brownies 		
07748 256714
Wells Carnival 		
01328 710014
Wells Community Theatre
01328 710208
Wells Football Club 		
01328 710907
Wells Friendship Club
07766 151715
Wells Good Companions
01328 711425
(formerly Wells Pensioners Association)
Wells Harbour Office 		
01328 711646
Wells Maltings Trust 		
01328 711378
Wells Nelson Club 		
01328 711478
Wells Photographic Group
01328 856456
Wells Sailing Club 		
01328 712000
Wells Sea Cadets 		
07889 136430
Wells Town Bowls Club
07709 988079
Wells Town Tennis Club
07784 872977
Wells Twinning Association
01328 711033
Wells United Charities
07764 406852
Women’s Institute 		
01603 624580
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A helpful index of our local business advertisers
ACCOMMODATION & EATING OUT
Albatros
Bang In Wells
Beach Café
Blue Skies Campsite
French’s Fish & Chips
Norfolk Hideaways
The Bowling Green
The Crown Hotel
The King’s Arms

33
2
33
12
39
21
9
40
31

BUSINESS SERVICES
Black Dog Computer Services Ltd
Continuum financial advisors
Declan Goode: Computer Services
Hayes + Storr Solicitors
Kathryn Gigg Chartered Accountants
NewPrint & Design
Wise Green Energy

23
23
27
12
2
14
28

DOMESTIC SERVICES
Masbo Cleaning

14

ESTATE AGENTS & LETTINGS
Belton Duffey
Spalding and Co

26
9

FOOD & DRINK SUPPLIES
A & M Frary Shellfish Ltd
Whin Hill Cider

13
31

HEALTH & PERSONAL CARE
Big C cancer charity
Chi Beauty and Therapeutic Treatment
David Jagger Ltd, Chemists
Fiona Fisher - Phychotherapist
Foot Perfect
Gunthorpe Osteopaths
Heritage House Day Centre
Kate Brydon Soft Tissue Maasage
Victoria Edwards - Beauty Therapist

29
9
13
13
9
27
14
33
13

HOMES, INTERIORS & FASHION
Art & Design By Camilla

30
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Gallery Plus
Phillippa Kirby Soft Furnishings
Shoe Stop
Simon Leverett Carpets & Vinyls
The Old Station Pottery & Bookshop
HOME & GARDEN MAINTENANCE
AlarKris: Electrical & Security
Anglian Tree Works
Buckie Plumbing & Heating Services
Chas D Allflatt - Building Contractors
David Thompson: Chimney Sweep
Finch Garden Design
JAB Systems: electrical installations
JMC Garden & Landscape Services
JRP Construction & Carpentry
KSP Decorators
Need A Carpenter?
Norfolk Stump Removal
North Point Property Care
NPM Builders & Property
Maintenance
PSB Consultancy & Design
R West Electrical
Ross Fulford - Brick & Stonework
Skip It - mini skip hire
S T Bespoke Decor
Tom Frary - Painter & Decorator
Tom Norman Gardening Services
Worzels Roofing

14
28
15
33
30
14
31
23
23
15
27
33
31
26
28
15
27
27
15
31
15
31

TRANSPORT & TRAVEL
Kenny Greenfield
PAS Mercedes Specialist
Scillitoe Bros Garage
Wells Bike Hire

15
23
29
30

OTHER
Country Dogs: dog grooming
Holkham Estate
North Norfolk Music Festival
S T Sutton Funeral Directors

27
9
21
31

Wells Maltings
Wells War Memorial Institute Club
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