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THE QUAY
Wells and District Community Magazine

Welcome to The Quay
We were reminded last month by the Ukraine
appeal that we live as part of a much wider
world. The desperate situation in eastern
Europe is never far from our thoughts and
prayers but it is encouraging that practical
steps are being taken all over the place, with
families fleeing the conflict being taken in
locally already. It gives us hope that individual
contributions make a collective difference for
good. Another reminder comes from one of
our contributors, Peter Barton who has just
taken in a family from over there. Good that
practical steps are being taken.

can be said for the Carnival crew
whose enthusiasm is admirable. Here
in Marsh Lane we have our ducks at the
ready but I don’t think we shall be doing the
Raft race. Maybe the Town Council can be
persuaded to have their own float.
Yet another link with the past is broken. David
Cox, to whom tributes have been made both
at his funeral and less formally elsewhere,
including by the lifeboat folk, was the last
member of the Savanesti crew. The others
have gone before, some a long time ago. He
spoke to me, as he had to others, about that
night and his account, along with that of others, was published by the local RLNI in 2001.
He was coxswain of the lifeboat from 1960 to
1986. It may be helpful to readers for someone to reprint some of what he wrote about
his various exploits. Two vessels, now in the
harbour, the Lucy Lavers and the Ernest Tom
Nethercoate were in service here at different
times during his term of office.

With this issue the current editorial team is
entering its second year. Maybe it is time for
the word ‘acting’ to be removed from my title
though I remind myself that in September I
shall be entering my 80th year. I have had
one offer which I shall make further enquiries
about. But given what we shall be celebrating
on June 5th nobody under 90 has any grounds
for going into retirement. If we get the kind of
weather we got for the royal wedding some
years back we shall have a good old time. Our
thanks are due to those who have organised
the Jubilee events planned here. The same
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Neighbourhood Plan Working Party

Homes for Wells

by Roger Arguile (chairman)

Last October the working party held a consultation in the Gordon Barrett Hall where anyone
who wished could comment on the proposals
being put forward for the town over the next
umpteen years (till 2036). The proposals
cover issues which include Housing, Employment and Retail, Infrastructure and Services,
the Natural Environment, Sustainability and
Climate Change.

by Jane Berwick

First we have to submit the draft plan to the
District Council to see if it is consistent with
the District’s own plans (the so-called Local
Plan which covers the whole of North Norfolk)
and whether it follows government guidelines.
That part of the process has already started.
This is followed by our presenting it to the
Town Council which has to sign it off. That
should happen at the beginning of July.
Then we have to show it to you.

The responses to that consultation, which
you can still find on the Council website have
been the basis of the Working Party’s work
since then. Aided by our consultants, we are
now pretty near to producing the Plan itself.
We have tried to take notice of what people
said they wanted and what they didn’t want,
as John Edwards explained last month. What
next?

There is still a lot to do but we have provisionally booked the Gordon Barrett for Thurs
14th& Friday 15th for a public consultation
similar to that which we had last October. The
people of Wells can comment on the revised
plan. And after that? When the Working Party
has gathered your comments and made any
necessary changes, there comes the referendum, when you all get to vote on it.

Party on The Buttlands!
The Street Party on the Buttlands to celebrate The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee will
commence at 12.30 pm on Sunday 5th June
2022.

The theme will be 1950s so come along and
have fun!
We rely on donations to stage these events
so if you would like to make a contribution (no
matter how big or small), you can do so by
bank transfer to the following account:

Tables and chairs for 200 will be provided, or
bring your own. There will be food and drink
outlets on the Buttlands, or again, bring your
own.

(Or contact Steve Tuck on 07799 352117)
Wells Street Party
Account No: 33483274
Sort Code: 20-30-74

Other attractions will include a children’s fun
fair, some fairground side stalls and music
throughout the afternoon.

Open Gardens
The five gardens belonging to the National
Garden Open Day will, once again, be opening
their gardens to the public on Sunday 19th
June 10.00 am to 5.00 pm.

of the gardens are close together and on the
bus route, with the Clubbs Lane garden in the
centre of town. All details from: ngs.org.uk
The NGS donated over £3 million to various
beneficiaries such as Marie Curie; Macmillan
Cancer Support; Hospice UK; Carers’ Trust;
Parkinson’s UK and many more.

The gardens may be small but they are very
different in style and colour. They are: Caprice, Clubbs Lane; Hiraeth, 11 Burnt Street; 7
Market Lane; Norfolk House, 17 Burnt Street
and Poacher Cottage, 15 Burnt Street.

All of our properties have to at least pay for
themselves. I have spoken to a few people in
the hospitality trade over the past few weeks
and most are saying they are desperate for
staff. Walking down Staithe Street there are a
few posters in windows asking for staff. I fear
this situation is only going to get worse. Where
are the staff, seasonal and on minimum wage
meant to live? Driving from Fakenham or further is becoming less feasible with the cost of
fuel not to mention lack of parking in the town.
If you would like to be kept up to date about
future events, please email: karen.clarke@
homesforwells.com.

Some of our applicants are in unfit accommodation or badly overcrowded. What can we
do but listen and work as hard as we can to
find ways of adding to our existing portfolio
of thirty properties. We have just successfully
gained the use of a three bedroom house,
which we are in the process of refurbishing
ready for occupation. One lucky family will be
housed. That just leaves 37 in urgent need.
There has been a lot of media interest about
the lack of affordable housing in beauty spots
around the UK. Our Chair, Lynne Burdon has
been inundated with requests for interviews
regarding this current crisis. I have spoken to
two people who are considering letting Homes
for Wells manage their properties and another
person who asked to find them a tenant.

We are really looking forward to the Community Fair. This event is a special collaboration
with the Wells & Walsingham Light Railway,
who are celebrating their 40th year, and will
be held on Saturday 25th June, 10am – 4pm.
We have a fantastic day lined up with Hero &
Heroine both in steam, guest locos, ‘Driver
for a Fiver’ (a chance for anyone over 18 to
have a go at driving a train), Wells Fire Service
Crew & engine will also be there, along with a
selection of stalls (arts, crafts, local produce,
food & drink etc.). Plenty of parking available
(£2.50 for any length of stay). Do come and
join in the fun!
If you would like
to help please
do get in touch.
We are looking
for one more board member. We are always
grateful for help with fundraising. Most of all
we need more money to buy homes – you can
donate on our website www.homesforwells.
com

If you are looking for a tenant, please do get
in touch. We will help provided the rent is less
than 80% of market rate. There is another
ex-local authority property on the market,
thankfully it has a covenant in place, so it must
be sold to someone who has a three-year
connection to Norfolk. Sadly, most of the old
housing stock is being sold without covenants, meaning they will be most likely lost to
a second/holiday home. We can no longer get
grant funding from NNDC to help purchase
these properties and the loan to rent values
we can achieve just don’t work out.

Jane Berwick, General Manager
07919 992 204
jane.berwick@homesforwells.com
www.homesforwells.com

A ticket of £5 gets you into all five gardens.
We look forward to welcoming you. Local
contact: 01328 711085

This year light refreshments throughout the
day are available at Poacher Cottage. Four
The Quay

Homes for Wells provides affordable rented
accommodation for local people – giving
priority to our key workers and volunteers. Our
waiting list gets ever longer. We have a huge
problem in Wells with the lack of affordable
local houses. We currently have 38 people
waiting, four are currently homeless, needing
a range of one to four bedroom homes. Some
of the stories are horrid. We have applicants
who have been evicted from their homes so
that the property can be sold as a second
home or let as a holiday let or Airbnb.
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Wells Primary School news

by Julia Norman, Acting Head Teacher & Emma Beck, Acting Deputy Head Teacher
caring.
A new addition to the staff team is Willow, our
school dog. She has been
into school regularly since
February. She attends our
school assemblies, helps out
at playtimes and spends time
with children for wellbeing and
hears some readers. The children adore her and she has
quickly become a very much
loved member of the school.

It has been a busy few months for all at Wellsnext-the-Sea Primary School.

As we approach the summer
term there are lots of events
to look forward to. Each class
will be having a Beach Day
run by Holkham Estate, many
classes are having trips to
Norwich Castle, Gressenhall,
Snettisham Park Farm and
Pensthorpe to name a few.

We had a two day Ofsted Inspection on 18th
& 19th January. Ofsted have rated the school
as ‘Good’, which as you can tell from the photo had us all jumping for joy. Ofsted reported
that pupils at our school are curious about
learning and are happy, they concentrate well
and there is a calm atmosphere around the
school. Teachers have high expectations, are
ambitious for children to achieve and staff are

We will be celebrating the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee with our own street party, dressed as
Kings and Queens. By the time this goes to
print our Y6 children will have taken their SATs
examinations, we have every confidence that
each and every one of them will have tried
their very best.

Wighton news
Early May saw a whole host of interesting
characters pop up in Wighton, ranging from
trainee farmers, postmen, car mechanics,
campers, lollipop ladies, lockdown workers, gardeners, native Americans, mardling
folk, horse-riders, cyclists, book characters,
anglers and shepherds. Pop stars, politicians
and royalty as well as the honey monster and
the Gruffalo also made an appearance. Yes,
the annual Scarecrow Festival was back with
all the enthusiasm, humour and imagination
Wighton is famous for, and it attracted a
steady stream of appreciative visitors, young
and old, who toured the village with huge
smiles on their faces.

baked cakes, served refreshments and made
the fantastic array of scarecrows. It really was
a bumper crop of wurzels after two years on
hold. As this goes to print, exact proceeds
are yet to be confirmed but they look likely
to exceed £1,000 for village funds. This and
the results of Wighton’s fun-for-all Crank-Up
Vintage Tractor Day on Sunday 8th May will
be confirmed in the July edition of The Quay
magazine.
In the meantime, another reminder about the
village Platinum Jubilee hog roast and beacon
lighting on Thursday 2nd June which will
take place from 6.30 pm on the playing field.
By now, all villagers should have received
invitations through letterboxes with details
of the event and a tear-off form to return to
indicate numbers. It’s looking set to be a busy

Wighton’s Fundraising Committee would
like to say a really big thank you to all who
supported the Festival, donated raffle prizes,
The Quay
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long weekend, but organisers look forward to
welcoming as many as possible to mark this
auspicious day. Looking ahead to the summer,
this year’s Grand Wighton Duck Race will take
place on Sunday 21st August. Please make a
note in your diaries.

And lastly, congratulations to the recent winners of the 100 Club draws in aid of the playground and playing field. March winners were
Ravel Turner, Alan and Geraldine Williams, and
Jennifer Lazell; April winners were Wendy Brett
Reynolds, Sarah King and Sarah Hiner.

Job opportunities at sea
by Nigel Tompkins

East Anglia is one of the UK’s major energy
industry hubs, and offshore wind energy and
its supply chain are important parts of the
region’s economy and business life.

fers of turbine technicians, requiring experience of safety procedures associated with
vessel to vessel transfer, deck management
on long passages, the importance of fender
placement and watch-keeping duties. These
are some of the many elements covered by
method statements and risk assessments essential to the implementation of HSE policies
and procedures.

This sector already offers many employment
opportunities and the anticipated growth of
those career paths in the coming years is leading to innovative developments in skills and
education, work experience, apprenticeships
and graduate programmes for the region’s
young people.

Leo Hambro, the Commercial Director of Tidal
Transit is looking to offer further apprenticeship opportunities over the coming years.
The importance of increasing the supply of
electricity from offshore wind energy in recent
announcements made by the UK Government
will undoubtedly result in a growth of employment opportunities throughout the industry
supply chain.

Tidal Transit has been chartering purpose-designed crew transfer vessels (CTVs) to
offshore wind farm developers and operators
for over ten years from its headquarters at
Egmere. Sailors will remember the Eden Rose
as one of the vessels operating from the outer
harbour. Apprenticeships provide for practical
experience aboard these vessels and include
experience of rope techniques, daily maintenance checks, the vessel refueling process,
navigation and watch procedures and chart
management. Wind farm work includes trans-

The hope is that there is a corresponding
increase in apprenticeship opportunities. For
further information please contact Leo Hambro
- Commercial Director, Tidal Transit Limited
01328 854225 mob. 07767 701434

Cooking with Carla - Barm Brack
by Carla Phillips

Ingredients: 500g of mixed fruit,- either a
packet or your own combination of mixed
dried fruit; 170g brown sugar; 300ml hot tea (I
prefer either Earl Grey or Lapsang Souchong);
1 egg; 250g Self Raising Flour; a pinch of Salt.

Many years ago Sue Polson from Wighton
ran a little stand during the weekend. First
it was near the Maltings, at that time being
rebuilt and transformed. Later on she moved
it closer to the harbour. She sold wonderful
baked goods, fundraising for various great
causes. Her baking skills were great and I was
a big fan of her squidgy little tea loaf, an Irish
tea bread which tasted great, stored well and
when sliced and lightly buttered was a popular
treat for friends and family. When she stopped
running her stall she gave me this recipe. I
have never found any equal, in taste or ease of
preparation. This lasts well and I am happy to
pass it on to you.
The Quay

Method: Overnight, soak the fruit and sugar in
the hot tea. Next day mix in the lightly beaten
egg together with the flour and salt.
Bake in two lined small bread tins. Use medium heat and bake for 40 minutes to an hour
(depending upon the vagaries of your oven).
Wrapped well, these will store nicely.
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Clubs and Organisations
Women’s Institute - Because of the extended Bank Holiday this year, our June meeting
will be on June 9th, a week later than normal.
Maria Pennington will be telling us about the
Wonderful World of Pearls. Visitors are always
welcome at our meetings so do come along.
Our mid-month meeting is a very special tea
party. Our President is hosting a Platinum
Party for members with a theme of Red, White
and Blue. It promises to be a glorious occasion – a homage to our most illustrious member, her Majesty the Queen. The July meeting
on July 7th will feature a talk on “Radio Plays”,
a medium that gives much pleasure and interest to a large audience. If you would like to
find out more about Wells WI ring Carol Green
on 01328 712078

home waters visiting the Isle of Wight and other coastal towns on the South coast. We have
more cadets booked to go offshore including
nine plus two adult volunteers joining the
power vessel TS John Jerwood for a week in
May, travelling along the coast from Lowestoft
to Grimsby. Hopefully if the tides and weather
are right they may well “pop in” to Wells for an
overnight visit. We have also been fortunate
enough to be allocated a Cheverton Champ
work boat by the MoD (Navy) for use as a
training boat within the harbour. The Champ
will operate alongside our RIB and Rigiflex 360
giving the cadets a chance to work towards
their RYA powerboat qualifications.

holkham.co.uk

We are also looking forward to hosting some
other Units for a weekend of boating and
shore activities in May. Over 100 cadets will be
camping out and enjoying a variety of boating
on Holkham Lake and also taking the opportunity to visit and experience Wells-next-theSea. If you have a son or daughter over the
age of 10 who is interested please register at
https://www.sea-cadets.org/apply If there are
any adults out there who may be able to offer
just some of their free time to help Wells Sea
Cadets please email Wellsseacadets@gmail.
com

Nelson Club - Our Easter Bonnet competition
in April was won by Helen. There were some
lovely Easter bonnets and they were judged
by the hospital staff. Many thanks to them for
this. We are only having one meeting in June
as the first Thursday in June is at the start
of the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations and is a
bank holiday. Our meeting on June 16th is a
Jubilee Celebration and strawberry tea and
Timescape are coming to play for us. We are a
friendly and welcoming group and we meet at
the Wells Community Hospital at 2.00 pm on
the first and third Thursdays of the month. If
you would like more details please ring Sandra
Phipps on 07775 424559 or Adrian 07990
026839.

Wells and Kings Lynn Coastal Rowing Club
Have you ever noticed the old-fashioned rowing boats being rowed around the Wells harbour? Have you ever thought you’d like to join
them and get away from the stresses of land
life, just for an hour or two? The Club would
love to welcome you to come and try it, with
no obligation to join until you know it’s for you.
You don’t need any experience. We will show
you the ropes, even though there aren’t any,
and provide life jackets. It’s not just for the
young and fit either. Although we’ve no objections if you are! We love gentle rows as much
as racing! Most of our activities take place
either in Wells or the neighbouring Brancaster,
Burnhams and all the creeks in between.

Men’s Probus - The June meeting will take
place on Wednesday 22nd June at 11.00am
in the WI Hall Wells. The Speaker, John Balls
will talk on ‘Imposters on the Titanic’. Visitors
are welcome and further details can be obtained from David Wickens on 01328 856456
or wickens356@btinternet.com. The group
welcomes any retired or semi-retired men in
the Wells area.
Wells Sea Cadets - Holkham Lake has seen
the cadets spending many hours kayaking and
rowing with eight British Canoeing Discovery
awards, five cadets completing the rowing
competent crew course and two more well on
their way to getting their rowing supervised
coxswain qualification. Ordinary Cadet Henry
P spent a week on board the SCC’s flagship,
the sailing brig TS Royalist. She stayed in
The Quay
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The Club’s focus in the last few years has
been centred around rowing, with the boat
building and maintenance opportunities, and
specialised skills, taking a back seat somewhat. With practical support and increased
involvement from the Wells Harbour Commissioners and Harbour Master Robert Smith,
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MBE the Club is able to look ahead with much
excitement at the possibilities it has for growing the club and adding the stunning Wells location as one of its main bases. For the more
practical amongst you, this also means that
we can look forward to continuing our build
of our new rowing boat - a Wemyss skiff. For
anyone wanting to share their existing skills or
learn new ones, this is a great opportunity to
be involved, without getting wet!

appeal. We were staggered and delighted to
raise £1,040 from the ‘fry-up’ and hot cuppas,
most of which was donated on the morning
but the generosity of our members continued
afterwards from some of those who had been
unable to make the spontaneous event. Later
in April we had a curry night and although only
twenty were able to attend, those who did
had a great night. The food, cooked by the
head of our house committee and his partner,
was outstanding and the bar did well. We had
our first racing event away from home at the
end of the month. Those Sharpie sailors who
were able to attend headed over to Burnham
Overy Staithe on the last weekend of April to
join fellow sailors and friends on the water for
evening and early morning racing.

So, if you’d like to get involved, in any capacity please come along and say Hi. You’ll be
made very welcome. Contact us for a chat or
for more information at: Email: admin@wklcrc.
club Website: www.wklcrc.club
Wells Town Tennis Club - Great news! We
have so many juniors on our Thursday courses
that we have had to provide additional sessions and now have three groups running after
school. A new six-week course will start after
half term, so contact our coach Becky (details
on our website) if you have a child of primary
school age who would like to join in the fun.
We welcome players of all standards to our
club; if you would like to see if it is for you,
come and try one of our club social sessions
on Wednesdays from 2.00 pm until 4.00 pm
and again from 6.00 pm-8.00 pm during the
summer and on Sundays from 10 am until 1
pm all year round. If you or your guests want
to book a court and are not members, just go
to our website and click on the court booking
tab; you need to pay £7.50 an hour through
the online payment system.

Sadly, April also brought about the passing of
one of our longest serving members, David
Cox BEM. After the war, when everyone gradually resumed their lives, careers and leisure
time, David and his brothers would step off
their whelk boats after a full day’s fishing and
step into a Sharpie (the slim gaff rigged boat
still popular in the club today) to go racing.
At this time the boats were kept on moorings
and the clubhouse was the Shipwrights Arms.
Memories of David’s lifetime of fishing, sailing
and seamanship will live on; the man was
truly a legend. If you sail and are considering
joining our club, please contact the secretary
at sec.wells.sailing@gmail.com who will be
happy to provide more information. Alternatively see our website wellssailingclub.co.uk
Wells United Charities - The Easter Raffle
for a painting by local artist Linda Pattrick
raised an amazing £996 for our charity. Many
thanks to all those of you who bought tickets.
The raffle was drawn by Simon Daykin at the
Maltings and the winning ticket belonged to a
local person, who was delighted to receive the
prize. The next event will be our ‘Wells is going
potty’ flower tubs, placed around Wells for the
Platinum Jubilee weekend, 2nd -5th June. Do
look out for them and encourage your friends
and family to make a donation by placing their
phone to the QR code displayed.

Finally, the relaxed (very relaxed) coaching
and cake session is very popular on Fridays
at 10.00am. We can supply racquets; you
just need suitable footwear. Give me, Paula
Baldry a ring 07784 872977 if you need any
more information or just turn up. You will be
very welcome.
Wells Sailing Club - April brought about some
great opportunities to get on the water, both
for leisure and racing. The warm weather over
the Easter break saw sailors keen to get back
in their boats and enjoy sailing in the harbour.
It is great to see the boat park outside the
clubhouse full of boats again and feel the
enthusiasm amongst many for the season
ahead. April also saw some great social
events. At the beginning of Easter we held
a ‘donation only’ breakfast for the Ukrainian
The Quay

All keen photographers, look out for the
Staithe Place Photo Competition, which is
part of Wells Carnival and is raising funds
for our charity. Wells Bowls Club are kindly
hosting a Bowls Competition in aid of Wells
United Charities in the afternoon of 27th July,
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with tea and cakes available to buy. During
Wells Carnival, look out for our stall on The
Buttlands on Tuesday 2nd August. We will be
raffling a gorgeous quilt made by Gill Lupin, a
skilled local quilt maker. To follow on August
5th we will be running the quiz night in the
marquee next to the Gordon Barrett Hall. The
plaque naming our Northfield Waye property
‘Reginald Mussett House’, to commemorate
the man whose legacy we used to purchase
it, should be in place by now. In case you’re
not aware, we bought numbers 4 and 4a as an
investment when they were put on the market
by a local housing association. After refurbishment, Homes for Wells took on their management and found worthy local tenants for us.
We are very proud to be able to work hand in
hand with another local charity.

us clear up the site as well as give us more
work space in the Portakabin which we have
been using as storage. We are also remodelling the worktop layout in the Portakabin to
make it more versatile and user friendly along
with making customised wall units for various
hand tools. It’s been good to welcome a
couple of new members recently adding to our
growing skills range. It’s important to say that
previous experience is not a pre-requisite of
joining the Men’s Shed so if you’d like to see
if it’s for you just pop down on a Wednesday
when we are open and see for yourself. We
are still supporting the Community Hospital
with delivering much needed food hampers
and supporting other community projects too
although we still have a backlog of work, but
we are slowly getting through the to do list. It’s
all a balance between Shed upkeep and doing
work in the community.

Our charity is here to help local people with
financial support. Please don’t be afraid to ask
us for help if you are in difficulties. To contact
us go to our website www.wellsunitedcharities.org.uk or ask at the Wells Community
Hospital to be put in touch. You can also help
by becoming a member, simply fill out a form
from Jagger’s Chemist or download one from
our website. You will then receive a regular
newsletter and be able to attend the AGM, as
well as knowing that your yearly contribution
(from £5) will be put to good use locally.

Through the columns of The Quay we’d like
to say a big thank you for some generous
donations of tools and useful items that have
recently been received. Everything is put to
good use and gets restored, repaired, recycled
and repurposed thereby getting another life.
We have now opened our stall selling a range
of items from planters, bird boxes, doorstops,
tea lights, garden trugs and a variety of other
rustic products, including garden arbours. The
stall is open every Wednesday 10.00 am to
4.00 pm so come along and grab a bargain.
We also do commissions so if there is something rustic you’d like then let us know.

Men’s Shed - The Shedders are busy at the
moment constructing the storage lean to
against the Shed. This is phase two of our
project to create a covid safe, secure and
weatherproof outdoor workspace. The idea is
to build shelving to store timber from pallets
and reclaimed timber. Hopefully the weather
will stay kind to us and we should have this
completed by the end of June. This will help

Meantime if you’d like more information please
visit our website at http:www.wellsnexttheseamensshed.weebly.com , or email us at
mensshedwells@gmail.com

Life of Brian - Ryder
Exhibition of paintings June
10th to 15th. at Lees Yard, Holt
Brian has been painting in North
Norfolk since 1995 having previously worked as an architect.
He is a founder member of the
Institute of East Anglian Artists
and has produced seven art
tutorial DVDs and four books. He
lives in Wells and has painted many scenes around the town, some from observation and some
from imagination.
The Quay
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Your legal matters
in safe hands
for generations
Hayes + Storr Solicitors handle a whole
range of family, property and business
legal matters with care and professionalism.

Call us today 01328 710210
www.hayesandstorr.co.uk
Fakenham | Holt | King’s Lynn | Sheringham | Swaffham | Wells by appointment

Stiffkey Road, Wells next the Sea, Norfolk NR23 1QB
info@blueskiescampsite.co.uk • 07557 021660
Small, friendly, family campsite • Tents, touring caravans and motor homes
Dogs and children welcome

All local hotels and B&Bs have 5 stars,
Blue Skies Campsite has 8 million!
The Quay

12

June 2022

The Quay

13

June 2022

The Quay

14

June 2022

The Quay

15

June 2022

Wells Lifeboat Station news
Local people play a vital role in saving lives at sea
and keeping our beaches safe
Call Outs during April
Easter Sunday – 17th April
Wells inshore lifeboat was tasked to assist two
people and their dog cut off by the incoming
tide on the marshes at Stiffkey. Information
received from the local coastguard was that
the two people had been sighted from the
adjacent shore, using the what3words app
to locate them. The lifeboat arrived in the
area and navigated its way through the creek
system, guided by the coastguard team. They
quickly identified the stranded people and
their dog, who were safe and well. The group
were ferried on-board the lifeboat across the
creek, where they were met by the local coastguard team.

was appointed coxswain in 1960 and at that
time he was the youngest ever coxswain in the
RNLI. During his 43 years’ service he helped
to save many lives at sea. His bravery, determination and excellent seamanship earned
him five awards, including a prestigious silver
medal for the service to the Romanian cargo
ship Savanesti during terrible conditions in
February 1979. David was an inspiration to all
lifeboatmen throughout the RNLI, particularly
here at Wells; he actively continued to support
the work of the Wells lifeboats throughout his
retirement years and was a great ambassador
for the RNLI. David Cox, coxswain of Wells
lifeboat, will live on in all our memories.

Saturday 23 April
Wells inshore lifeboat was on a
routine practice launch in Wells
harbour, when the local coast
watch team on duty identified
a windsurfer who had got into
difficulties and was unable to sail
back to the safety of the shore
without assistance. The inshore
lifeboat was tasked to help and
was quickly on scene. The lifeboat
crew ferried the windsurfer to the
safety of the shore.

Our lifeboat volunteers continue to launch to
rescue those who have found themselves in
danger from the sea, in all weathers and any
time of day or night. Our volunteers train and
attend practice launches on a fortnightly basis;
the next sessions will be on Tuesday 31st May
at 6pm and Thursday 16th June at 6pm.
We are continually looking for committed and
enthusiastic volunteer lifeboat crew. If you
would like to find out more, please contact the
lifeboat house at admin@wellslifeboat.org or
telephone 01328 710230.

Emergencies
If you or someone you see is in trouble on or
near the sea, dial 999 and ask for the Coastguard.
General Information
For more information about RNLI Wells Lifeboat Station, events, or being a member of our
team, please contact 01328 710230 or
see www.wellslifeboat.org or facebook.
com/wellsrnli

If you are interested in volunteering in the shop
or visitor centre in the new lifeboat station,
please email admin@wellslifeboat.org for more
information.

If you would like to donate,
please visit our ‘JustGiving’
page: justgiving.com/fundraising/rnli-wells

National Coastwatch
by David Butcher

The old coastguard station which has served
Wells National Coastwatch so well for the past
fifteen years has finally bitten the dust… well
some of it anyway.

Saturday 30 April
Wells inshore lifeboat was tasked
to assist a group of eight people
and several dogs cut off on the
high sand by the incoming tide on
the west side of Wells Harbour entrance. The
group had been clearly visible from the lifeboat
station and some of the party had managed to
wade to the safety of the main beach, leaving
three people and three dogs on the high sands
to be rescued. The lifeboat crew found the
remaining group all well and ferried them and
their dogs to the safety of the shore.

Lifeboat House Build
There is great progress on the interior of
the new lifeboat station – the decoration is
complete, the stairs for the shop and crew
area are in place, the glass has been inserted
into the shop hand rails and stairs and the
lifts are in and working. The visitors’ platform
for the viewing gallery is in, as is the boarding
platform for the crew. The flooring is down in
the main boathouse and there is power, water,
heating and lighting all working. It is hoped
the inside will be completed by the middle
of June. On the exterior, the east side of the
lifeboat house has been clad and it is hoped

David Cox BEM
It is with great sadness that we report that David Cox passed away on 24 April. David started volunteering for the Wells lifeboat at the
age of 17 and retired from the crew at 60, he
The Quay

Safety Message
Please be aware the bridge on Stiffkey marsh,
just north of Stiffkey Greenway (next to the
car park by the campsite), has been temporarily removed by the National Trust, due to
a combination of deterioration of the bridge
and coastal erosion. The RNLI understand
the bridge will be replaced. In the meantime,
please be aware that the circular walk using
this bridge and the five bridges to the East is
not safely navigable.

that the block paving will soon go down. The
ramps to the south and west elevation will
be in place within the next six weeks and
the cladding to the remaining walls too. Our
website has lots of photographs showing the
build at its different stages including the most
recent work done www.wellslifeboat.org and
further updates are fed through our social
media pages on Facebook and Instagram.
Lifesaving Work
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OK, it’s not quite as easy as from our actual
station but we know it will just be a matter of
weeks before we will be back to normal. This
window of opportunity during the reconstruction has meant that essential equipment has
been sent away for servicing, new aerials
sourced plus one or two home comforts are
ready for installation. Exciting times as we go
forward to serve the community in the years
ahead.

The timber frame which we estimate to be
60 years old remains in part. One section
has been completely rebuilt as the building is
slightly enlarged. Other sections which had
suffered from the elements are being dealt
with. The new roof is on and the whole project
is now well under way. Rewiring is already
being undertaken which apart from anything
else will be tidier than the ‘add on’ wiring of
the old building.
The fact that the station is being rebuilt
doesn’t mean NCI is not functioning. Based in
a Portakabin just a few metres away the team
continues to watch and already have logged
one incident where the RNLI have been called
out to assist a windsurfer in some difficulty.
The Quay
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Solicitors for the elderly

by Miranda Marshall, Director, Hayes + Storr
One of the specialist professional bodies of
which I am a member is the Solicitors for the
Elderly (SfE) which does what it says on the
tin. I am in the process of renewing my SfE
Older Client Care in Practice (OCCP) certificate which comes around every five years.

depression receive
no help at all from
the NHS, and it
must have become
higher over lockdown. Guidance
includes asking
a vision-impaired
person if they are
bringing a guide
dog and, if so, making sure that there is a bowl
of water for it and showing them the nearest
patch of grass for the dog’s comfort-break.
We are told that those with dementia can suffer from hypersensitivity to sensory issues. As
well as creating a calm office environment, it is
suggested that we consider our clothing and
make up and avoid strong scents or perfumes.
However, we are told that sometimes wearing
lipstick provides a great communication advantage for people who need to lip-read. It is
interesting to track how advice and guidance
and our attitudes about the older client have
moved on from well-intentioned paternalism to
life-affirming empowerment since I was one of
the early members of SfE back in the 1990s.

The resource and guidance material is surprisingly engaging reading, so I thought I would
share with you some of the little nuggets of
information that have come out of the course,
leading to a 90-minute online assessment. It
is not just a question of diminishing capacity
and substituted decision-making. The aim is
to establish a recognised standard of older
and vulnerable client care procedures that
result in a better experience and service for
older clients and their representatives. A large
element of the course is understanding the
potential physical and cognitive limitations
that affect how advice should best be given
and how to use soft skills to communicate.
Increasingly high statistics about difficult
safeguarding topics such as spotting potential
undue influence and abuse may just show
that we are more alert to the risks. This ranges
from gentle ‘coaching’ to harsh and abusive
treatment.

For further information, please contact
Miranda Marshall on 01263 712835 or email
miranda.marshall@hayes-storr.com.

Medical knowledge about ageing brings valuable insight. According to the Royal College
of Psychiatrists, the most common health
problem in later life is depression and a major
reason for admission to care homes. Estimates suggest that 85% of older people with

This article is for general information only
and does not constitute legal or professional
advice. Please note that the law may have
changed since this article was published.

Wells Carnival 2022 - It’s actually going to happen!!!
The Carnival Committee is getting very excited
about the long awaited Carnival Week they
have planned for the first week in August After
missing the last two years, we are so looking
forward to bringing the Carnival back to our
town. The programme of events is nearly
ready to announce to the world, we are still
very busy laying out the programme we hand
out just before the week. This amazing programme, very kindly arranged by Sara Phillips,
will be delivered to over 3000 houses and
shops in the NR23 area.

you are a new or existing business in the area.
Please contact us asap to discuss events to
sponsor, adverts to go in the programme or to
make a donation. The week we are planning
will be one of the best, so we are looking at
additional sponsorship to help with the cost of
putting on the best family event in East Anglia,
an award we proudly won three years ago.
The town will soon be celebrating The Queen’s
Jubilee. The Wells Carnival Committee has
been busy choosing its own royalty. We are
so very pleased to announce that Macey
Curtis will be Carnival Queen for 2022 and

There isn’t a better way to promote yourself, if
The Quay
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the senior attendants are Oliver Beasant and
Ambaliy Sweeney and Kayla Bryan. The junior
attendants are Jessica Wines, Stanley Davies
and Aoife-Lily Lloyd. We are sure that Macey
will continue the high standard of Carnival
Queens we have had. She is looking forward
to the busy week, along with her attendants
she will be at most of the events to hand
out prizes and give support. The committee
always feel the Carnival Queen could be used
at more events in the year, please contact us if
you need help in the year with your event.

Friday Night act.
Training the woof - for the Dog show.
Cleaning mud of your trainers - ready for the
races in the week.
Getting in training - for the Tug of War; take
a length of rope with you when out and about,
when in a queue, take out the length of rope
and pass along the queue and PULL, oh the
fun you can have. Don’t mention the Carnival.
Oh and order Prosecco and blanket - for the
Music Nights.
At the fantastic music nights we will have a
new way to donate to the Wells Carnival. You
will be able to text a chosen word, to be confirmed and a chosen amount, to us. Anybody
over 40 may have to ask their children to do
this, I do. We will also run the raffles and have
pink buckets so hopefully we will have an
amazing carnival week returning to the town
and raise money to give to the local charities.
If you are able to help in the week with setting
up events, marshalling on Carnival Day,
clearing down after events or in any other way
please contact us.

Now it’s over to you…….you will need to start
making a list soon of the events you will be
going to and which items you need to start
collecting. Every year you say you will so do it
this year. Tickets for the events will be on sale
at The Visitor Centre at The Maltings, dates to
be announced.
Raft Race - you will need drums and wood,
possibly tape and rope, for the raft race.
Duck Race - collect your duck to be decorated. You will need paints and ribbon, not plum
sauce.
Dancing shoes - don’t do what I do (take two
left ones).
Plan your Float - the one you always say you
will do next year, well now it is next year !!
Plant fruit and veg - for the Produce Show;
wonky ones are included.
Pruning plants - for the Flower Show.
Saving bags of money for the floats on Carnival Day.
Buying a blonde spiky wig - for the First

Please keep checking social media and The
Quay magazine for news and updates. Keep
in touch on Facebook, Instagram or check our
Website. The Staithe Place photo competition,
linked with The Wells Carnival, is now up and
running - please join their Facebook page or
check ours, for full details on how to enter. A
great competition to get involved with.
www.wellscarnival.co.uk

Staithe Place photo competition
After a very well supported competition in
2021 with lots of great entries displayed at
Wells Maltings the Resident Association is
running it again in 2022.

Carnival and hope to raise at least £500 for
Wells United Charities. We would very much
appreciate donations via the QR code and link
on the Face Book Group – Staithe Place Photo
Competition.

Seeing so many wonderful photos on social
media sites posted by local residents and
visitors to Wells-next-the-Sea, we thought
it might be fun to run a competition so that
everyone could share their creative expertise,
with the chance of winning cash prizes and
the possibility of seeing their photos exhibited
at the Wells Maltings. At Staithe Place in Wells
we have an abundance of photo talent whose
entries we know will compete with the best of
the Wells community as they very much did
last year! This year we are linking up with Wells
The Quay

This year the three themes set to test the
creativity of the participants are :
1 - Life is a carnival
2 - The spirit of Wells
3 - On reflection
Our resident photographer Janice Alamanou
will be the lead judge of the competition once
again and Wells Maltings have generously agreed to exhibit a selection of the best
photos from 6th- 13th October later this year.
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Photos are to be taken between the 1st May
and Wednesday 3rd August 2022, winners
being announced in Carnival Week – so get
snapping ! The competition is being organised
by the Staithe Place Residents Association
and who look forward to another selection of
fantastic entries.
This photo, ‘Sunrise on Wells Beach’, was
taken by Oscar Curtis from Wells, aged 12,
last year, winning the Youth category.

News from the
Churches

Letting your holiday has never been easier

Wells Methodist Church
Hopefully by the time this goes to press the
weather will have warmed up a bit. The wind
coming off the sea seems to go straight
through you and chills you to the bone but
you are always guaranteed a warm welcome
in the Methodist church.

continue in the Chancel, Little Fishes & Messy
Church are moving to the Quaker Meeting
House and the Community Market to the
Gordon Barrett Hall. The Wednesday morning
congregation will be joining up with our Methodist friends for their 10.30 service.

The services are on Sundays at 11 o’clock and
10.30 on Wednesday and afterwards you are
welcome to stay for a hot cup of tea or coffee.
There is a collection point in the Co-op for the
foodbank or you can take your items straight
to the community hospital. Times are difficult
for all of us but please spare what you can for
those in greater need. Tickets will shortly go
on sale for our show in carnival week. More
details in next month’s Quay.
Sue Scoles

Since I last wrote we have had another baptism at Wells as Obi Palmer was welcomed
into the church family, and we have said farewell to much loved member of our community
David Jagger.
Revd. Brenda Stewart
Churches Together
We had a very successful five weeks of Lent
Lunches and thanks to all the soup makers.
They were delicious. Just over £300 will be
split between Christian Aid and Cafod. We
also had three study groups that were very
interesting and thought provoking. Thanks to
the group leaders.

News from the Anglican Churches
There’s an old expression, ‘Absence makes
the heart grow fonder’, and I am so appreciating being able to once more do the things
that are part of the pattern of the year in our
little corner of Norfolk. Wighton’s scarecrow
festival was as inventive as ever with Boris’
partying much in evidence along with a liberal
smattering of scarecrows who’d had terrible
accidents! And it was lovely welcoming folk
into All Saints church for refreshments.

The Walk of Witness down Staithe Street
is always very moving as we think of Jesus
carrying the cross to his death. A complete
change of mood on Easter Morning, we met
at 6.30 on the beach by the Lifeboat station
in the sunshine, there were 45 adults, a baby
and 3 dogs! And it was a very joyous start to
Easter Day. We finished up with hot chocolate
and cross buns.
Margaret Sheppard

At Wells we have had a varied month of music
culminating in a Music Marathon in aid of the
next restoration project, our rather special
pipe organ, and now the current restoration
begins and St Nicholas will be under scaffolding until December. Sunday worship will
The Quay
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With a local and enthusiastic team, Norfolk Hideaways are well placed to make
the process of sharing your holiday home easy and enjoyable. We are dedicated
to managing your property with the same care and attention you would and
with tailored services to suit your needs, you can be as involved as you like.
newowners@norfolkhideaways.co.uk
norfolkhideaways.co.uk | 01328 887 658
Offices in Burnham Market, Wells-next-the-Sea and Holt

CASTALIAN, CARDUCCI
and ECHÉA
String Quartets

THE 17TH
NORTH NORFOLK
MUSIC FESTIVAL

JULIAN BLISS Clarinet
AILISH TYNAN Soprano
JAMES ATKINSON
Baritone
LEONORE PIANO TRIO

12 - 19 AUGUST 2022

THE MARIAN CONSORT

ST MARY’S CHURCH,
SOUTH CREAKE

Pianists
LOUIS SCHWIZGEBEL
and Leeds International
Piano Competition
2021 Winner
ALIM BEISEMBAYEV
ALICE NEARY Cello

01328 730357
northnorfolkmusicfestival.com

REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 1128730
The Quay
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Are annuities improving?
by Peter Barton - Continuum

they pay out more cash from the beginning.
A joint annuity can provide for a spouse after
the original policyholder dies. This is a better
choice for many couples where one partner
does not have a pension of their own – although again there will be a reduced monthly
payment.For several years, annuity rates have
been so poor that many pensioners would
not live long enough to get the value of their
pension pot back in income. Now, with rising
interest rates, annuity rates are starting to lift
off from their rock bottom lows, and providers
say demand for annuities is starting to recover.

Annuities used to be what you lived on when
you retired. For those people with a pension
pot, the pension provider took that money and
in return provided an annuity, which provided a guaranteed income for life. The income
amount would depend on the annuity rate
being offered, which largely depended on the
yield on government bonds or “gilts” at the
time the annuity was arranged. But annuity
rates go up and down. If high gilt yields dictated a high annuity, you might be very pleased
with the income provided. However, if they
were low, there was very little that you could
do about it. The income provided by a basic or
‘level’ annuity is fixed, which can cause another problem. The income may seem generous
initially but can seem pitifully small after 30
years of inflation.

However, many approaching retirement remain
suspicious. Annuities may offer security, but
they might still be a better deal for providers
than for pensioners. Those in poor health risk
getting the worst deal of all if they die shortly
after taking out their annuity plan. What should
you do? You could leave some of your pension
pot invested via drawdown, allowing it to
grow, and use the rest to buy an annuity to
provide a secure lifetime income. Any decision
will come down to your personal circumstances, and attitude to risk.

Annuities fell rapidly out of favour after the
Government abolished the obligation to buy
one when pension freedoms were introduced
in April 2015. As a result, many people now
prefer to leave their money invested. They
then draw down the money as they need it,
hence the name drawdown. But the case for
annuities may be getting stronger. Drawdown
can and does work well for many people. With
a large enough pension pot, and a cautious
approach to spending, it may be possible to
live purely on the income generated by your
pension savings. With luck and good investment, you could see your pension pot continue to grow. But there are no guarantees, and
with rising inflation and potential care costs,
it’s possible to run out of money – particularly
if you live longer than anticipated. Drawdown
also exposes you to stock market volatility,
and the possibility of a stock market crash.
With an annuity, there are no such risks - the
annuity income will continue for as long as you
live.

The information contained in this article is based on the
opinion of Continuum and does not constitute financial
advice or a recommendation for a suitable retirement
strategy; you should seek independent financial advice
before embarking on any course of action. Accessing
pension benefits early is not suitable for everyone and
may impact on the level of income in retirement also
may affect your entitlement to certain means tested
benefits.
Peter Barton is an Independent Financial Adviser at
Continuum.
Tel: 01603 879875 or 07787 561087.
Email: peter@mycontinuum.co.uk
www.mycontinuum.co.uk

There are also alternatives to the basic annuity. The level annuity pays out the same fixed
income for life, with zero protection against
inflation. An “inflation-linked annuity” starts
off with a much smaller income but keeps
increasing over time. However, the starting
income for an annuity increasing by 3% each
year could be up to a third lower compared to
a level annuity. Many people prefer not to wait
and choose level annuities simply because
The Quay
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Wells Flood Action Team

Wells Maltings news

by Becca Lynn, Marketing & Development manager
As we all know, this month begins with the
extended Jubilee bank holiday, and we have
some regal treats lined up for you!

The primary role of Wells Flood Wardens is to
provide a link between ourselves and residents
in their assigned sector. Wells is divided into
seven sectors designated by the Environment
Agency (EA) to be at varying degrees of risk
from sea flooding.

In a flood surge we are known as Bronze
Command (in some situations Operational
Command or Local Co-ordination) and are
tasked with ensuring we have details of residents at risk. Thus Flood Wardens provide us
with the information detailed above.

Rounding off the month an inventive, irreverent
and highly accessible one-man performance
of King Lear from Oddbodies Theatre Company on 24th June. Adam Johnson returns with
his merry band of classical musicians; from
Friday 24th to Sunday 26th Music Next The
Sea will play five concerts featuring Schubert,
Mozart and Mahler.

Flood Wardens establish contact with the
residents in their sector ensuring they are
aware of risk and have registered for the EA’s
‘Floodline’ messages. When the EA confirms
Wells is at danger of flooding and the level
of risk per sector we brief Wardens to inform
their residents and if evacuation is likely.

Particularly important is a change of plan going to a friend or relative is a common example, of concern is a determination to remain
in their home whatever happens and is crucial
to our conversations with the police.

In the Handa Gallery Ann Massing’s painting
and printmaking exhibition begins on 3rd
June; East to East: The Chinese Literary Tradition in East Anglia brings together a fusion of
Eastern and Western styles, in particular the
Chinese literati style using traditional materials. As a regular visitor to Wells, the Norfolk
coast figures in many of her works. See it in
the Handa Gallery from 3rd to 19th June.

At this stage contact between Flood Wardens
and residents in their sector becomes invaluable - to know and be known, for both parties
to have contact numbers, to encourage preparation of defences, warn of potential evacuation, location and opening of evacuation
centre, impassable roads three hours before
high tide, if medical care and an ambulance
is required. Later to locate ‘missing’ residents
and ensure any change of location is shared.

On Friday 17th experience the
wonders of Stevie with Some Kinda Wonderful, celebrating the lifetime genius of Stevie
Wonder.

On Thursday 2nd June a Right Royal Race
Night brings all the fun of the races to the
Maltings. For those of you who haven’t experienced a race night, it’s a chance to ‘bet’
on your horse (without actually gambling), get
caught up in the excitement and win a prize at
the end. On Friday 3rd June a beautifully British 1952 Tea Dance with the Jeff Short Swing
Band, tea and cakes galore and as much
dancing as you can handle.
Perhaps a contrast to the weekend’s celebrations is the Met Opera’s Hamlet. The tragic
Danish prince is streamed live onto our screen
on Sunday 5th.

Then from 25th June the gallery will house
our NR23 exhibition; a celebration of the
creativity in our community. Submissions for
this open exhibition are open until 22nd May,
then around 80 pieces of work, from paintings
to textiles to sculpture, will be selected by a
panel of local people.

Our June Open Mic Night brings free live
music back to the Maltings bar on Tuesday
7th, then the Biodiversity series continues
on Wednesday 8th with a talk from Andrew
Bloomfield on The Birdlife of the North Norfolk
Coast.

Looking ahead to July, Alan Clayson, chanteur
and raconteur, brings the drama, poetry and
artistry of the great French tradition of chanson to our stage in Clayson Sings Chanson
on Fri 8 July. We will also bring our top pick of
open mic artists to our main stage on Fri 15
Jul – look out for your favourites in the Pick of
Open Mic!

We have more free music along with poetry
from Kevan Taplin - The Poet on the Porch - in
the bar on Friday 10th.
More free events the following week with our
online short story discussion group - Short
and Sweet - on Tuesday 14th, and the brilliant
Bingo Star on Wednesday 15th. You can play
free and maybe win a tin of beans or a malt
loaf!

Our café is now serving food every day, 9.30
– 4pm. The bar is open all evening on show
nights.
See our website for the full programme, or
pick up a printed brochure from the Box Office. To book tickets, or if you have any questions, call our helpful team on 01328 710885
or email hello@wellsmaltings.org.uk

Back to our excellent heritage series on Thursday 16th - Round Tower Churches with Lyn
Stilgoe, author of The Round Tower Churches
of Norfolk. This is part of the Whatever Happened to Religion series of talks, conversations and presentations.
The Quay

by Mike and Marie Strong, joint co-ordinators
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You will understand how valuable a role Flood
Wardens play. However activities above
and beyond their role have sometimes been
expected but they are required to sign a document confirming they will always act within
Health and Safety requirements, never placing
themselves at risk to their personal safety.
For example they should never enter flood
water, risk any form of rescue operation, clear
blocked drains, or assemble flood defences.
Acting against such requirements violates their
insurance cover.

Wells Weather Watch
April 2022 by Keith Leesmith

The one thing about April that everybody knows is that it is prone to showers of rain. As the
old saying goes – “Sweet April showers do spring May flowers”. That was fine until the climate
started turning weird and old sayings didn’t necessarily apply.
In fact, the first week of April in Wells was typically showery, as was Wednesday the 13th. But
the last fortnight was completely devoid of any rain thanks to high pressure. Over Easter (16th18th) this gave us a short spell of summer, but soon turned into typical anticyclonic murk with
winds in the northerly quarter reducing the temperature by several degrees on those places just
a few miles inland.
In fact, my rainfall readings for April record well-under average figures for eight of the last ten years.
Max. Temperature		
Min. Temperature		
Rainfall Total		
Wettest Amount		
Min. Pressure		
Max. Pressure		
Max. Wind Speed		
The Quay

20.4C		
1.3C		
10.1mm		
3.9mm		
984.9mb		
1033.6mb
29mph		

Sun 17th
Sat 2nd
for month
Mon 4th
Thu 7th
Fri 29th
Thu 7th
25

Average atmospheric pressure in
UK is 1013.25mb
My average rainfall for April is
42mm
Average rainfall for April at Weybourne (Met Office) is 42.7mm
Average rainfall for April at Marham (Met Office) is 47.2mm
June 2022

NPM Builders & Property Maintenance
Building Contractors and Project Management
Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories
Paving, Flooring and Decking
• Painting and decorating • UPVC windows and doors •
• Wall and floor tiling • Gate and fencing repairs and installation •
• Electrical and plumbing work • Lock and glass replacement •
All building work, repairs and maintenance undertaken
All Part P electrical work carried out

07771 874997 • 01328 713002 • www.npmbuilders.co.uk

A Name to Build On!

The Quay
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Wells Community Hospital

nities, which would really benefit from the help
of volunteers with administrative, retail and
project management experience.
If you could help the team in this regard, or to
find out more, please email:
simon.prince@wellshospital.uk

Well, Well, Wells!
Heritage Wellbeing session for the over 60’s.
Led by the Norfolk Wildlife trust, this wellbeing
session will explore Wells Community Hospital
Garden and give you time to discover, enjoy
and be creative in this very special space.

Both have expressed thanks to the community
of Wells for their support. On behalf of the
Trustees the Chair wishes to thank both Sarah
and Andy for their hard work, support and
dedication to the organisation. A process is
now in place to recruit.

On 30th June, the current General Manager,
Sarah Peberday, will be leaving her role with
the charity to move to a role nearer to home.
Sarah will continue to teach group exercise

Join us for this exciting session, which will
run from 10am until 1pm on Wednesday 15th
June 2022. This session isfFree & lunch will be
provided after the session by the Community
Hospital. Booking is essential. Please call
01328 711996 or email admin@wellshospital.
uk for more information or booking.

INVITATION TO LUNCH

Every Monday from 13th June - “COMMUNITY LUNCH FOR ALL”
at the Gordon Barrett Hall in Clubbs Lane
served from 12 noon to 2.00pm.
All ages welcome, no charge.

Group Exercise
The training hub at the hospital is a bright and
airy space overlooking beautiful countryside.
We have a wide range of classes available for
all abilities.

Art for wellbeing
June will see the launch of a new term’s programme of art classes. Run by Adult Learning
and hosted by the hospital these classes are
free to join.

Mondays
Yoga with Cat- 1 pm
Jazzercize with Caroline -6pm
Tuesdays
Seated Exercise with Sue -10am & 11am
Pilates with Sarah (until 30th June) - 4:30pm
Wednesdays
Yoga with Cat- 10 am
Move it or Lose it with Karen - 11:30am
Pilates with Sarah - 5:30pm
Combat with Sarah - 6:30pm
Thursdays
Seated Exercise with Sue -10am & 11am
Paracise with Amy- 1.30pm
Pump (weighted exercise to music)
with Sarah– 5:30pm
Clubbercise with Simon & Sarah – 6:30pm
Fridays
Jazzercize with Caroline- 10am

With a mixture of taster sessions and 5-week
courses, subjects will explore various techniques, including creating a sketchbook
journal and exploring artist work or Creative
textiles with pre-loved material, exploring textile and sewing techniques. The class will run
on Mondays and Fridays. Spaces are limited
so registration is essential. Please call 01328
711996 for more details.
Groups
Our groups are a lovely way to meet people
and share experiences and support each other
and are open to anyone in the community.
Talking Elephants
Bereavement group- 2nd Thursday of the
month
Walking Group - Tuesday morning. Meet
at The Hive Café from 10:15, walk starts at
10:30.
Potterers Walking Group - a gentle paced
walk starting from the hospital on the 3rd
Tuesday of the month at 11:00.
Fun & Togetherness Group
Singing Together - 3rd Thursday of the month.

The new class on Wednesdays from 11:3012:30, is “Move it or Lose it!” with Karen - a
class to turn back the clock and improve balance and confidence, mobility and flexibility,
strength and independence. Call Karen on
07785 280027 for more information.
Classes with Simon and Sarah can be booked
via our website www.wellbeingnorfolk.co.uk
or call 01328 711996 for further information. If
you would like to run a class from the Hub do
get in touch with Simon on 01328 711996.
The Quay

classes on Wednesdays & Thursdays. Andy
Williamson will also be leaving after five years
as Finance Manager.

Volunteering
We are in the process of building some social
enterprise projects, addressing access to
discounted food in our rural coastal commu30
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More information : David L. Saunders (01328) 711085 or david.saunders@inthelight.uk.com

Screen-next-the-Sea - June films
The Worst Person In The World (15) is at The
Maltings on 27th June 7pm. This is a romantic
comedy about the quest for love and meaning
in contemporary Oslo.

Summer is on the doorstep and we have two
excellent films in store for June.
On Monday 13th June at 7pm at the Maltings we are showing The Outfit (15) directed
by Graham Moore, the award winning writer
of The Imitation Game, and starring Mark
Rylance as Leonard, a master tailor making
beautiful and very expensive clothes for a family of vicious gangsters.

Renata Reinsve is Julie, who we follow
through four years of her twenties as she navigates the troubled waters of her love life and
struggles to find her career path in Oslo.
“Reinsve...brings Julie’s equivocal nature vividly to life...and supplies the lingering warmth
in this fast moving film” Ryan Gilbey New
Statesman.

One night two killers knock on his door in
need of a favour and he is thrust into a deadly
game of deception and murder. Rylance is
on his best form in this stylish and tense old
school thriller.

Subtitles.

“Top tier cinema” Kevin Maher, The Times

The

Branthill Farm
Wells-next-the-Sea
Norfolk NR23 1SB

www.therealaleshop.co.uk
info@therealaleshop.co.uk
01328710810

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

.

Real Ale Craft Beer
The Quay

Finest selection of Norfolk bottle conditioned
Real Ales and our very own Malt Coast Craft
Beer freshly brewed here on the farm.
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North Point Property Care
PAT Testing
&

General maintenance.
Contact

Daniel Money 07570234891
info@northpointpropertycare.co.uk
www.northpointpropertycare.co.uk

The Quay
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Wells War Memorial
Institute Club

The recently refurbished Club lies at the heart of the Wells Next
The Sea community and welcomes locals and visitors alike
Membership
We offer a range of membership options;
daily £3, weekly £10, yearly £20 and then
£10 to renew thereafter.
Facilities
The Club is airconditioned throughout. We
have a full-size snooker table and pool
table. You can also be entertained by the
live juke box and two fruit machines. We
have two bar areas and our toilets have been completely refurbished.
Sport
We show live sport on our 108-inch projector acreen and three televisions. We are
subscribed to BT Sports and Sky Sports. We
can show two different games at the same time.
Entertainment
The Club shows live music to cater for all
tastes. We will be holding bingo on a monthly
basis. The Club can also be available for
parties, wakes and any other functions.

Come and support your local Club, you will be assured of a warm
welcome. You can find us on Facebook for regular updates on
events, just search Wells War Memorial Institute Club or our
website www.wellsclub.co.uk or drop us a line on 01328 711386.
Google Maps Location Code XV42+GC Wells-next-the-Sea
The Quay
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Events diary

A selection of events and meetings in the area
MAY
19th - 10.30am: Singing Together
(Community Hospital)
19th - Nelson Club (see p.8)
19th - 7.00pm: Talk - The 1851 Census with
Roger Arguile (Maltings)
20th - May concert at St Nicholas
21st - 5.55pm: Opera - Lucia di Lammermoor
(Donizetti) - Met Opera Live (Maltings)
23rd - Musical entertainment by students from
APHS and Wells Primary School (St Nicholas)
25th - 11am: Men’s Probus
26th - 7.00pm: Play – Straight Line Crazy
National Theatre Live (Maltings)
27th - 7.00pm: Film – Drive my Car (15) Haruki
Murakami story (Maltings)
28th - 10.00am - 8.00pm: Music Marathon
(St Nicholas)
28th - 7pm: Film – Cyrano (12A) Classic story
reimagined as a musical (Maltings)
29th - 12 noon to 2.00pm: Free Live music in
the bar Annie Duggan & Rob Hines (Maltings)
30th - May concert at St Nicholas
31st - 7.30pm: Cleverdick General Knowledge
Quiz (Maltings)

7th - 7.00pm: Open Mic Night – free live music
(Maltings)
8th - 7.00pm: Talk - Bird life of North Norfolk
with Andrew Bloomfield
9th - 7.00pm: Film – Paris 13th District (Maltings)
10th - 7.30pm: Music and Poetry – Kevan
Taplin the Poet on the Porch (Maltings)
13th - 7.00pm: Film -The Outfit (15) Screennext-the-Sea (Maltings)
14th - 7.00pm: Online short stories - Short
and Sweet (Maltings)
15th - 7.00pm: free Bingo (Maltings)
16th - 7.00pm: Talk – Roundtower Churches
with Lyn Stilgoe (Maltings)
16th - Nelson Club Jubilee Celebration
(see p.8)
17th - 7.30pm: Music - Some kinda wonderful
Steve Wonder tribute (Maltings)
18th - 7.00pm: Film – Red Rocket (18) (Maltings)
21st - 7.30pm: Quiz – Funk-pop-A-Roll Music
Quiz (Maltings)
22nd - Men’s Probus (see p.8)
24th - 7.30pm: King Lear - Oddbodies Theatre
(Maltings)
24th to 26th - Classical Music Music next the
Sea (Maltings)
25th June to 10th July - Art Exhibition NR23
(Maltings)
25th - 10am to 4pm: Community Fair at Wells
and Walsingham Light Railway (see p.5)
27th - 7.00pm: Film – The Worst Person in the
World (15) Screen-next-the -Sea (Maltings)

JUNE
1st - 4.00pm: Film - The Bad Guys (PG)
(Maltings)
2nd - 2.30pm: Theatre - I spy with my little eye
(Maltings)
2nd - 7.00pm: Right Royal Race Night
(Maltings)
3rd - 2.30pm: 1952 Tea Dance with Jeff Short
Swing Band (Maltings)
3rd - 5.00pm: Film - Fantastic Beasts the
Secrets of Dumbledore (PG) (Maltings)
3rd to 19th - Art Exhibition Ann Massing: East
to East
4th - 5.55pm: Opera - Hamlet (Brett Dean) Met
Opera (Maltings)

JULY
1st & 2nd - Film: Downton Abbey : a New Era
(PG) (Maltings)
3rd - Open Gardens (various venues)

Defibrillator locations in the N23 area
These potentially life-saving devices can be found at:
Alderman Peel High School, Market Lane
Beach Car Park - near the toilet block / tide clocks
Co-Operative, Polka Road, NR23 1JG
Harbour Office, Beach Road, NR23 1AT
Plattens Fish & Chip Shop, The Quay, NR23 1AH
Police Station, Polka Road, NR23 1ED
Recycling Centre, Warham Road, NR23 1NE
Sailing Club, East End, NR23 1LE
The Quay
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If you are aware of any other
locations in the NR23 area
where there is a defibrillator, or
if you find any inaccuracies in
this list, please let us know.
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Church service times

The Quay Directory

Church of England: Revd. Brenda Stewart - 01328 710628
St. Nicholas,
Church Street, Wells
(Sunday services are
uploaded to YouTube:
St Nicholas Wells.
Evening prayer is also
held on Zoom)

1st Sunday
2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
Wednesday

1100
1100
1830
1830
1830
1830
1000

Worship for All with music
Holy Communion with music
Taizé worship with music
BCP Evening Prayer
Healing service
Celtic worship with music
Holy Communion

1st & 3rd Thursday
Please note that some
events will be held in
different locations once 1st & 3rd Thursday
planned restoration work
2nd Saturday
starts on 6th June

1000

Quiet prayer
(at Quaker Meeting Room from 16/06)
Little Fishes parent & toddler group
(at Quaker Meeting Room from 16/06)
Messy Church
(at Quaker Meeting Room)

St. Withburga,
Holkham

1st Sunday
3rd Sunday

0930
0930

Holy Communion with music
BCP Holy Communion

All Saints, Wighton

2nd & 4th Sunday

0930

Holy Communion with music

All Saints, Warham &
St. Mary’s, Warham

Festivals & special events

(1030 at Methodist Chapel from 08/06)

1345
1030

See church notice boards for details

Methodist: Revd. Cliff Shanganya - 01328 862174
Theatre Road, Wells Sunday
Wednesday
4th Sunday
New Holkham
(Longlands)

1100
1030
1430

Morning worship
Prayer and Praise
Sunday Worship

Evangelical Congregational: Revd. Neil Woodruff - 07469 186208

Clubbs Lane, Wells Sunday

1500

Sunday worship

Roman Catholic: Father Keith Tulloch - 01328 713044
Our Lady Star of the Saturday
Sea, The Buttlands, Sunday
Wells

1800
0900

Holy Mass
Holy Mass

Quakers: Glynis Scott - 01328 316586 (warden - 01328 711387)
Friends Meeting
House, Church
Street, Wells

Sunday
Thursday

1030
1700

Meeting for worship
Meeting for worship

Wells Library opening hours
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monday: 11.30 – 7pm
Tuesday: closed
Wednesday: 9am – 7pm
Thursday: closed
Friday: 9am – 7pm
Saturday: 10am – 4pm
Sunday: closed

www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries
The Quay
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EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police 			
Ambulance 		
Fire 			
Coastguard / Lifeboat

Fakenham Infants School
Fakenham Junior School
Fakenham Academy
Walsingham Primary School
Wells Primary School & Nursery

999
999
999
999

NON-EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police 			
101
Flood co-ordinators 		
01328 710743
Environment Agency Floodline 0345 9881188
Wells Coastwatch 		
01328 710587
Wells Fire Station
0300 1231669
Wells Lifeboat Station
01328 710230
BANKS & BUILDING SOCIETIES
Barclays Bank, Fakenham
0345 7345345
HSBC, Fakenham 		
0345 7404404
Lloyds, Fakenham 		
0345 6021997
Nat West, Fakenham 		
0345 7888444
BUS & RAIL INFORMATION
Community Car Scheme
Dial A Bus 		
Lynx Bus Company 		
National Rail Enquiries
Sanders Coaches 		

01485 210342
01553 776971
01553 611955
08457 484950
01263 712800

CHURCHES
Church of England Rector
Methodist Church 		
Congregational Church
Roman Catholic Church
Quaker Meeting House
Russian Orthodox 		
Churches Together 		

01328 710628
01328 711931
07469 186208
01328 821353
01328 711387
01328 820108
01328 713044

COUNCILS
Wells Town Council 		
Norfolk County Council
North Norfolk District Council

01328 710564
0344 800821
01263 513811

HEALTHCARE
Burnham Market Surgery
NHS Direct 		
N & N Hospital, Norwich
QEII Hospital, King’s Lynn
Red Cross 		
Wells Community Hospital
Wells Health Centre 		

01328 737000
111
01603 286286
01553 613613
0808 1963651
01328 711996
01328 710741

LIBRARIES
Fakenham Library 		
Wells Library 		

01328 862715
01328 710467

SCHOOLS
Alderman Peel High School

01328 710476

The Quay
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01328 864511
01328 862188
01328 851039
01328 820265
01328 710320

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Age UK Norfolk 		
Chemist - David Jagger Ltd
Citizens Advice (Norfolk)
Duncan Baker MP 		
(constituency office number)
Funeral Directors (Suttons)
Norfolk Family Carers		
Norfolk Debt Advice 		
Registration of births, deaths,
marriages & civil partnerships
Relate - marriage guidance
Tourist Information Centre
Veterinary surgery 		
Wells Maltings booking office
Wells Post Office 		

03244 8008020
01603 625333
01328 710885
01328 711022
01328 839000
01328 710332

LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Carers Matter Norfolk
Elsmith Bowls Club 		
Fakenham Choral Society
Heritage House Care 		
Homes For Wells 		
Keep Fit Group 		
Lifeboat Guild 		
Local Archaeology 		
Local History Group 		
Screen-next-the-Sea 		
Sing For Joy 		
The Royal British Legion
Wells Art Group 		
Wells Bellringers 		
Wells In Bloom		
Wells Brownies 		
Wells Carnival 		
Wells Community Theatre
Wells Football Club 		
Wells Friendship Club
Wells Harbour Office 		
Wells Maltings Trust 		
Wells Nelson Club 		
Wells Photographic Group
Wells Sailing Club 		
Wells Sea Cadets 		
Wells Town Bowls Club
Wells Town Tennis Club
Wells Twinning Association
Wells United Charities
Women’s Institute 		

01328 710501
01328 713020
01328 700165
01328 711333
01328 711703
01328 730508
01328 711823
01328 711449
01328 710261
01328 710885
01263 479931
07469 186208
01328 710208
01328 710208
01328 712158
07423 152506
01328 710014
01328 710208
01328 710907
07766 151715
01328 711646
01328 711378
01328 711478
01328 856456
01328 712000
07889 136430
07709 988079
07784 872977
01328 711033
07764 406852
01603 624580

0300 5001217
01328 710239
0800 1448848
020 72193000
01692 557140
01328 710301
01603 219924
01603 863582
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A helpful index of our local business advertisers
ACCOMMODATION & EATING OUT
Albatros
Bang In Wells
Beach Café
Blue Skies Campsite
French’s Fish & Chips
Norfolk Hideaways
Potters Farm
The Bowling Green
The Crown Hotel
The King’s Arms

33
2
33
12
39
21
28
9
40
32

BUSINESS SERVICES
Black Dog Computer Services Ltd
Continuum financial advisors
Declan Goode: Computer Services
Hayes + Storr Solicitors
Kathryn Gigg Chartered Accountants
NewPrint & Design
Pro Wills

23
23
27
12
2
14
29

DOMESTIC SERVICES
Masbo Cleaning
Our Man in Norfolk

14
33

ESTATE AGENTS & LETTINGS
Bailey, Bird and Warren
Belton Duffey
Spalding and Co

14
26
9

HOME & GARDEN MAINTENANCE
AlarKris: Electrical & Security
Anglian Tree Works
Buckie Plumbing & Heating Services
David Thompson: Chimney Sweep
Finch Garden Design
Guttering Services Norfolk
JAB Systems: electrical installations
JMC Garden & Landscape Services
JRP Construction & Carpentry
KSP Decorators
Need A Carpenter?
North Point Property Care
NPM Builders & Property
Maintenance
PSB Consultancy & Design
R West Electrical
Ross Fulford - Brick & Stonework
Skip It - mini skip hire
S T Bespoke Decor
Tom Frary - Painter & Decorator
Worzels Roofing

FOOD & DRINK SUPPLIES
A & M Frary Shellfish Ltd
The Real Ale Shop
Whin Hill Cider

13
31
32

TRANSPORT & TRAVEL
Kenny Greenfield
Scillitoe Bros Garage
Wells Bike Hire

15
23
29

HEALTH & PERSONAL CARE
Chi Beauty and Therapeutic Treatment
David Jagger Ltd, Chemists
Fiona Fisher - Phychotherapist
Foot Perfect
Gunthorpe Osteopaths
Kate Brydon Soft Tissue Maasage
Victoria Edwards - Beauty Therapist
Yoga with Cat

9
13
13
9
27
33
13
33

OTHER
Country Dogs: dog grooming
Holkham Estate
North Norfolk Music Festival
S T Sutton Funeral Directors

27
9
21
32
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HOMES, INTERIORS & FASHION
Gallery Plus
Phillippa Kirby Soft Furnishings
Shoe Stop
Simon Leverett Carpets & Vinyls
The Old Station Pottery & Bookshop

Wells Maltings
Wells War Memorial Institute Club
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29
28
32
27
13
14
28
15
29
14
15
32
23
23
15
27
32
26
28
15
27
27
15
32
32

9
34

The Quay

39

June 2022

