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Welcome to The Quay
Somebody or other provided for the rain to
stop just in time for the Jubilee street party so
that several hundred people turned up and enjoyed the helter-skelter, the stalls selling food
and drink, and everything else. Our congratulations go to the organisers for their hard work
and their determination that nothing would
stop the event from going ahead.

with the Maritime Heritage Festival.
We are used to seeing fishing boats in
the harbour. People are less aware of the
earlier generation of wooden boats many of
which are still afloat.
There are still people suffering from Covid and
many more who are fearful. It’s hard to deal
with different expectations and it will take a
long time before we recover both from the
disease and the changes it has made to our
personalities. Let’s hope we can have a good
summer without too many hiccups.

Other towns cancelled; Wells did not.
Our thanks then go to Steve Tuck and his
team for making the day a memorable one. He
has written a little piece for us.

Amidst the summer jollity it will be very important that people in the town come to the
public consultation on the Neighbhourhood
Plan. Again and again we hear people saying
that there is nowhere for working people in the
town to live and the prospect of being able to
buy is out of the question. If we say nothing
we cannot complain that no one listens (details of the consultation are on p.19). RA

July promises to be busy, both on land and
sea. The next stage of the Neighbourhood
Plan is mid-month when the proposals for
rented housing for local people can be seen.
People will be able to see whether the Plan
Working Party has interpreted what people
said they wanted for the town and make their
comments.
At the end of the month the Carnival opens
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The Jubilee Street Party

by Steve Tuck, Di Reynolds, Joyce Trett, Steve Clarke and Matt Clarke
Despite the awful
weather forecast for
the party for Sunday
5th June, the Wells
Street Party Committee
decided that it must go
ahead. We got a bit wet
setting up and then,
miraculously, it stopped
raining at 11am.
What a great day we
had! An estimated 350
people turned up and
all were in the mood
for a party. So from the
Street Party Committee
a big thank you to all of
you who turned up and
made the day a great
success.

Attendance by the public at council meetings is a good indicator of whether this is a
controversial agenda item on it. The last time
proposals were put forward for house building
a lot of people came. This time was much
quieter. Two people spoke in the public forum,
Tiffany Wright about the potential loss of her
father’s farm land, Lynne Burdon, chair of
Homes for Wells, about the need for housing
for essential local workers; the 45 proposed
in the Neighbourhood Plan were not enough,
she said. But requiring purchasers to have
their house in Wells as their primary residence
would not work.

which would provide 20 houses for Homes
for Wells. The problem of their being a large
number of second and holiday homes was
agreed, he said. The question was what the
right solution was.
The council agreed to a new street map for
Staithe Street. The bollards saga continues, as
does the issue of the horse and its owner on
Northfield Crescent.
The main item on the agenda was the Neighbourhood Plan (on the Town Council website)
which Cllr. Roger Arguile spoke about at
length. There would be another planning consultation next month. (The details of the public
consultation are on page 19, Ed.)

In the main agenda Peter Mitchell of Holkham
set out a plan for a much larger housing
scheme for 120 houses off Warham Road

Homes for Wells
by Rod Day
Jagger, Peter Pattrick, Mel Catton, Gilly Cook,
Lehr Perowne, Bill and Thelma Short, Camille
Simmons, Ted Everett and Kier Gilchrist.

This event could not have taken place without
the very generous sponsorship of the following: Arthur Howell, Marcus French, Wells
Town Council, The Earl of Leicester Lodge of
Freemasons, Wells Carnival, the late David

Thank You!

Comings and goings
You will have read last month that our energetic manager of the Community Hospital, Sarah
Peberday is leaving to become clerk of Sheringham Town Council. Sarah has only been
with us a short time but she has done much to
increase the facilities there including attention
to fitness for young and old. We wish her well.

We haven’t kept track of all those who have
gone further afield, to be with the Lord we
trust. Betty Emerson’s contribution to the life
of the town was immense. She was a sterling
member of the Royal British Legion, the Wells
Community Association and was a town councillor. She fought hard to keep the hospital
open as a bedded unit.

Alistair Ogle principal of the High School is
also off to Sheringham, the secondary school
there. He has been here a good while, since
2010. During that time his smiling face and
enthusiasm have galvanized the school so that
it is now bursting at the seams. We shall miss
him.

Bob Brownjohn was chairman of the History
Group for some years having digitalized loads
of local ephemera for posterity, not to mention
the registers and censuses. He was a very
generous man not only with his time.
Clare Tabor was as old as the Queen. She
moved to Wells some years ago with her
husband Ron who assisted at the butchers in
the High Street.

Cliff Shanganya has been the town’s Methodist minister since Jenny Pathmarajah left five
years ago. They do seem to have cosmopolitan ministers. He is off to Stroud at the end of
July and will be replaced by Rev. Johnny Bell
on September 1st.
The Quay
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In this month’s update we wanted to make you
aware of the importance of donations to the
development of Homes for Wells. The way we
structure the finances at Homes for Wells is in
two levels. The homes we own and manage
are let out at affordable rents. These rents cover our operating costs such as maintenance,
insurance and office running expenses. This
means we can confidently run our existing
portfolio and ensure tenants can have long
term security in their homes.

Remembering Homes for Wells in a will –
should we receive a cash payment this will be
exempt from inheritance tax and as such is an
efficient way for making a donation. We have
also been very fortunate to receive a home
through a will. Again this can be tax exempt.
Low or no interest loans – we have received
some very low or no interest long term loans
that allow us to purchase properties. These
loans can be secured and if structured appropriately can qualify for tax relief.

However to expand the numbers of homes
we operate we require donations. These have
played a very important role in recent years,
allowing us to steadily increase the number of
homes for rent. We are very grateful to all our
supporters who have enabled this.
Homes For Wells is a not for profit registered
society which means for tax purposes we
operate as a charity. As such donations we
receive can qualify for tax exemption so that
any receipts can go that bit further.

Supporting events – we run various fund-raising events during the year, most recently a
very enjoyable evening with the Sheringham
Shantymen. We welcome all contributions to
these events and equally if you would like to
run your own event in support of Homes for
Wells please get in touch so we can discuss
how best to support.
Our website, homesforwells.com, contains
more details on how to make a donation and
also gives contact details should you wish to
discuss any issue further. Our donors have
been instrumental in allowing Homes for Wells
to develop and expand successfully. Should
you wish to join them we would be very appreciative. For more information please contact
the General Manager jane.berwick@homesforwells.com

Donations take various forms:
Regular or one-off payments – from the donors’ perspective these qualify as charitable
payments and as such can be deducted from
taxable earnings. From the Homes for Wells
perspective we are able to claim gift aid when
the donor confirms to us that this is a qualifying payment.
The Quay
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Wells Carnival 2022 – July 28th to August 6th
by Patrick Weston, chairman

and friends are ready for the week. Fancy
dress costumes need to ready, produce being
looked after, ready for the shows on Fete Day.
Dogs need to be booked in to the grooming
parlour - some owners could join them ready
for the dog show! There will also be an agility
show for the lovely woofs and owners.

A few sleeps to Carnival!
This year’s Carnival has been three years in
the making and still we are rushing around
to finalise the programme and make sure
everything is ok. All the main events are in
place and ready for the dates in August. It’s
the little and new events we fit in that still take
a little time, finding the right venue, finding the
committee members to cover and make sure
the event is a roaring success.

The raft and duck races will be on Sunday
24th. Unfortunately, the tides didn’t work
in Carnival Week. Ducks will be judged at
2.00pm at Tug Boat Yard and entering the
water shortly after. The raft race follows at
4pm, with the majority of the rafts breaking up
at 4.03pm. The ones that stay afloat will head
to the harbour office buoy, then head back to
the finishing point in the main harbour, greeted
by the roaring crowd.

The committee is so proud of the memories
we have made over the years and we will be
making sure many more are made this year.
We all need a big lift and to make sure normal
life keeps continuing. The Wells Carnival will
be a massive boast to all.
The committee is very pleased to announce
we have a new way to donate to your favourite
carnival, the new TEXT to Donate is up and
running and you are able to do now.
•
•
•

Our famous wrist bands are also now available. Please check shops in the town or the
website if you want them posted to you. If you
are wearing a wrist band you can get into the
free events for free.

To donate £3 text WELLS to 70331
To donate £5 text WELLS to 70970
To donate £10 text WELLS to 70191

For updates and further details please keep
checking social media and The Quay magazine for news and updates.

If you would like to donate a larger amount
please contact us and we can give bank details so you can BACS the committee. Thank
you for your continued support.

Please keep in touch on FaceBook, Instagram
or check our Website

You still have time to make sure you, family

www.wellscarnival.co.uk

Summer Quiz
In case you have five minutes when you are
not looking at your phone, here is a distraction for you. The answers will be provided
next month.
1. Who is the transport vessel in the harbour,
the Frank T, named after?
2. Name the current Lifeboat.
3. What’s the nickname of the local football
club?
4. When did the railway station close?
5. What was the present vet’s property first
used for?
6. Where is the island of Mustique?
7. Mervin and the ......what?
8. Beldorma Close runs off which road?
The Quay

9. What was Wells’ last cinema called?
10. Where was the late Duke of Edinburgh
born?
11. Who is the Home Secretary?
12. What are the dark grey coloured geese
called that winter in Wells?
13. What is the local name for shore crabs?
14. What is a parlour pot?
15. Whose grave stone is in the church porch?
16. What is the capital of the Ukraine?
17. What is malt made out of?
18. Where was Sun Yard?
19. Who was president of the United States
from 1981 to 1989?
20. Who is Lady Gaga?
6
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Alderman Peel High School news
by Alistair Ogle, principal

I am writing this as our students in year 11 are
sitting their GCSE exams and I cannot help
feel immensely proud of them. Their resilience
and determination during the past two years
has been incredible. I am sure they will all get
the results they deserve.

participating in water sports activities thanks
to the support from The Wells Harbour Trust.
They all spent a day at Whitlingham Broad
participating in a number of different activities.
They all had a great time.
Other activities and opportunities in the last
month include several theatre trips, sporting
fixtures, tournaments, a Year 8 disco, GCSE
moderation activities and a Year 8 Parents
Evening. Our Eco-Council has been very
active and a group of students attended Wells
Community Hospital to meet Lady Dannatt
MBE to celebrate the resilience of the town
during the pandemic.

We will be holding our traditional year 11 Prom
this year and we are all looking forward to
celebrating their time at APHS.
The last month has been, again a very busy
one with thirty students participating in a
sailing residential with the Excelsior Trust. This
was only possible due to the amazing generosity of Holkham Estate and Norfolk Boat with
the support of Neil Thompson Boats. Thank
you to you all for your kindness, hard work
and for providing this wonderful opportunity
for our students.

We were really pleased to have all of our staff,
students, governors and trustee’s hard work
recognised by Ofsted. At the time of writing
we are waiting for the report to be published
but we are all looking forward to sharing the
outcomes with you.

All of our year 7 students have also been

Cooking with Carla - A Vegan Welcome
by Carla Phillips

How to welcome my lovely vegan granddaughters?

tion. The sauce is quickly made with a stick
blender or food processor. Stored in a jar in
the fridge, it will last a few weeks.

Of course, I applaud their concern for the
planet. And, at mealtimes, I want to give their
meals as much attention as that given to the
rest of the family.

Ingredients: 4 tablespoons of peanut butter; 2
tablespoons of water; 2 tablespoons of maple
syrup; 1 tablespoon of soy sauce; 1 walnut-sized piece of fresh ginger finely grated; 1
or 2 cloves of garlic, finely chopped; the grated zest and juice of a lime; a small piece of
de-seeded chilli, finely chopped; a teaspoon
of red pepper flakes (the sort used for pizzas);
a little salt and pepper. For garnishing, a handful of chopped parsley or chopped coriander.

So here is a very rapidly made sauce, easily
prepared well ahead of time which can be
used to flavour and spice up a medley or two
of steamed fresh vegetables, pasta or rice,
sautéed bean curd (tofu), mushrooms, cut up
fresh salad ingredients (tomatoes, peppers,
cucumbers, spring onions) and toasted seeds
(sunflower, pumpkin or sesame).

Method: Blend everything together but the
garnish. Spoon it over your cooked mixture,
then decorate with the fresh greens.

Put together decoratively and dressed with the
sauce, you may be on to a winning combina-

A voice from the past
In our darkness there is no darkness for you O Lord;
the deepest night is clear as the day
Psalm 139
The Quay
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Clubs and Organisations
2nd Wells Brownies
Thank you to everybody who came to our
25th birthday party, it was lovely to see so
many people. The Brownies did a fantastic
job serving our guests homemade cake and
drinks. We then moved outside for enrolments
and presentations. The weather was very kind
to us. We finished the evening with a campfire
and singing, followed by toasted marshmallows. A very enjoyable evening.
Jill Craske

For some time now we have been working
on a commission to build ten replacement
duck Houses for the Wildfowlers’ duck pond
on Blakeney Quay. In line with our ‘green’
policy we have been constructing them using
recycled materials, in this case the ‘old floor
boards’ from Nelson’s Cafe on Staithe St
following their fire some time back. We have
now completed six of the ten and the ducks
are fighting over occupancy of their new five
star homes! Check them out on your next visit
to Blakeney.

Men’s Probus
The Wells and District Men’s Probus meeting
for July will take place on Wednesday 27th
July in the Wells WI Hall at 11.00am. Stuart Fidler will be talking on the subject ‘The
Falkland Islands - a Personal Journey.’ The
Group invites any retired or semi-retired men
in the area to join us and further details can be
obtained by calling 01328 856456 or emailing
wickens356@btinternet.com.David Wickens

holkham.co.uk

We are being swamped at the moment with
requests to tackle various projects around
the town. Whilst we are eager to help where
we can we are having to prioritise projects.
Anything for supporting vulnerable people is
getting addressed first. So this means other
‘less critical’ projects will take longer, please
bare with us. The alternative is that you could
come down to the Shed and work on your
own project. Guidance on using the power
tools will be given as well as sharing knowledge and know-how. This way there is a sense
of satisfaction and achievement, so have a
go. There is no need to book just turn up any
Wednesday when we are open.

Nelson Club
We enjoyed our afternoon tea at Bawdeswell
Garden Centre at the beginning of May and
our look around the shops. Several of our
members treated themselves.By the time you
read this we will have attended the Jubilee
lunch on The Buttlands. Hopefully the weather will have been kind. Our meeting on July
7t h will be a seated exercise class with Sue
and the meeting on July 21st will be a cinema
reminiscence afternoon.We meet on the first
and third Thursday of the month, other than
August, at the Wells Community Hospital at
2pm. We are a friendly and welcoming group
and new members are always welcome.
Further details are available from Sandra on
07775 424559 or Adrian on 07990 026839.

One such example is this splendid construction - ‘Buginham Palace’ designed, built and
planted by Jean Davies Very on trend, great
effort.
Don’t forget throughout the summer months
we are having a ‘Tool and Sundries’ table top
sale every Wednesday in front of the Shed so
be sure to pay us a visit. Items include various
tools, rustic handmade planters, bird boxes,
bug hotels, bat boxes and decorative objet
d’art and plants. Meantime if you’d like more
information please visit our website at http:www.wellsnexttheseamensshed.weebly.com , or
email us at mensshedwells@gmail.com

Men’s Shed
We had hoped to have our storage lean- to
completed by the end of May, but it has
stalled a little as we have been handicapped
by both the weather and our Project Manager
contracting the dreaded Covid. So hopefully by the time the July Quay is distributed
we shall be back on track. This is all part of
our tidy-up and remodelling of the various
workspaces. Getting ourselves organised has
been a priority and it’s a whole lot easier to
find things!
The Quay

TERRIFIC TOURS, TALKS & WALKS

Wells Croquet Club
A very successful afternoon get together was
held on the 29th May at the Elsmith bowls
green, the croquet green, and the tennis club
grounds for members and friends where a
barbecue and desserts were available at
the tennis clubhouse. All the visitors were
encouraged to have a go at all or any of the
activities and many did so. Thanks go to the
8
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organisers and visitors and a good time was
had by all. New members and visitors are
always welcome, please contact the group’s
independently. For further information check
at the back of the Quay for contact .telephone
numbers etc.

a look at our website for more details where
you can also find information on our very popular junior coaching courses which are starting
a new six week session on June 23rd. Non
members can book courts for £7.50 an hour
on our website.

Women’s Institute
Our July meeting is on Thursday 7th July in
the WI Hall at 2.15pm as usual. The speaker
will be Phil Butcher talking about Radio Plays,
a subject with a long history and still popular
with thousands. Visitors are always welcome
at our meetings and you do not have to be
a member to come and see what we are all
about!

Wells Sailing Club
May was a good month for sailing, with the
weather generally being ideal for getting out
and enjoying the water. We had some good
racing with plenty of boats out, but we also
had a great turnout of boats taking pleasure in
sailing for leisure too. We held our New Members lunch in the middle of May, a traditional
event held every year at which those who have
joined the club within the last 12 months or
so come along to meet and get to know other
more established members.

We do not have a meeting in August, as so
many members are involved with family holidays, but we do hold a Strawberry Tea which
is open to anyone who wishes to come. This
has not been held for the past two years, of
course, so we are looking forward to welcoming regulars and first-timers on Wednesday
August 17th from 2.30pm in the WI Hall,
behind the YHA. If you would like to find out
more about Wells WI ring Carol Green on
01328 712078

At the same event we thanked Rex Hiskey for
being a trustee and long-standing member of
the club. He was stepping down after many
years of service, during which time he offered
support and legal guidance. He was presented
with an engraved decanter as a thank you.
Some lovely weather in May also meant that
the decking came into its own, especially on
Sunday lunchtimes, when members enjoyed
the warmth of the sun whilst sipping their
favourite lunchtime tipple.

Wells Town Tennis Club
We started the summer with a joint bowls club,
croquet club, tennis club barbecue. We tried
our hand at each other’s games, and made
new friends. Then the following weekend we
had a wonderful doubles tournament fuelled
by Pimms and cream scones. Congratulations
to Claire and Sheila winners of the Platinum
Jubilee Trophy.

If you sail and are considering joining our
club in the year to come, please contact the
secretary at sec.wells.sailing@gmail.com who
will be happy to provide more information.
Alternatively see our website wellssailingclub.
co.uk

New members are made very welcome, have

The Quay
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Gift aided donations means the charity will
receive an extra cash bonus of 25 per cent
of your contribution. Gift aid forms and more
information are available on the website, www.
wightonvillagehall.co.uk, or you can request a
form from Graham Able on 07818 592082. The
website also explains how you can help raise
money through Amazon Smile purchases and
through supporting our village events.
Look out for our fundraising stall at the Wells
Carnival Food and Craft Fair on Tuesday 2nd
August and our float planned for Saturday’s
Carnival Parade on 6th August, when volunteers will walking alongside shaking buckets.

With this in mind, here’s a reminder of our
Buy-a-Brick campaign: anyone can “buy” as
many bricks as they want (at £10 per brick)
by transferring money directly to the Wighton
Recreation Hut Fund (sort code 20-30-81; a/c
no. 30959359), using your surname as a reference. Or by sending a cheque made out to
“Wighton Recreation Hut Fund” to our Treasurer, Barbara Clark, at 37 High Street, Wighton, NR23 1AL. All donations are extremely
gratefully received and contributors’ names

And all will be welcome at the Grand Duck
Race which takes place on Sunday 21st
August with refreshments and the chance for
a flutter. The duck fleet will soon be in training
for what looks set to be a quacking summer in
Wighton.

Norfolk Warm Homes
by Dulcie Walsh

Could you be eligible for a Warm Homes
grant?

ants are on a low income. We particularly want
to hear from Landlords who have properties
with a low energy rating (band E, F or G).

The Norfolk Warm Homes Partnership is
providing heating and insulation grants to our
residents to help keep homes warm across
Norfolk! If you want to keep your energy bills
low and reduce your carbon emissions, installing insulation in your home is one of the best
ways to keep the heat in, and the cold out.

Congratulations to these wurzels which the
Fundraising Committee judged truly outstanding in their field (or, more accurately, front
garden). The total profits from the weekend
added up to £1070.34. A superb result.
Congratulations also go to George and Margaret Brett Reynolds and their team of volunteers
for organising a superb Crank-Up Vintage
Tractor Day last month. This saw 44 gleaming engines take part in a tractor run around
the local lanes. The route included Holkham

Eligible properties will have an energy performance rating (EPC) of E, F or G and your
household gross income is £30,000 pa or less.
As a landlord you could get a two thirds grant
towards the cost of the works to improve the
energy efficiency of your property if your ten-

July 2022

will be listed and preserved for posterity in our
commemorative book.

Thanks to these successful fundraising events
and to the generosity of our benefactors, the
target set by Wighton’s “Hall for All” Project
Group, slowly feels like it’s becoming more
achievable. However, there’s still plenty
of work to be done to raise the hoped-for
£140,000, on top of the £500,000 which is
already pledged to our new build.

We are offering 100% grants to help you keep
your home warm. Insulation measures including loft and cavity wall/external wall insulation are available under this scheme. If your
property is suitable then we can also help you
benefit from low carbon energy by replacing
an inefficient heating system with a renewable
air source heat pump.

Wighton news
Every one of the scarecrows on display in
Wighton’s May festival was a winner, but after
careful consideration the top slots went to
“The Gruffalo” made by Sarah and Neville
Bishop for the best tableau; “The Crow” made
by Alan and Patsy Groom for the best single
scarecrow and “This is not a party” by Susie
Freeman for the best topical display (a carousing scene involving wine and cheese which
achieved even more topicality by going viral
with over 254,000 views on Twitter).

where the trusty old chuggers made for an
impressive line-up in front of hall in the bright
May sunshine. The event raised a magnificent
£738 with profits going to the new village hall.

The Quay

The works will be completed by a preapproved contractor who has passed our rigorous process of selection. We want to help you
live in a warmer home and reduce energy usage. Less energy used means smaller energy
bills for you and it also reduces the county’s
carbon footprint, helping to achieve the UK’s
commitment to net zero by 2050.
You can apply through Norfolk Warm Homes
but if you have any questions then please feel
free to contact North Norfolk District Council
For more information contact Norfolk Warm
Homes on 01603 430103 or visit www.norfolkwarmhomes.org.uk North Norfolk District
Council are working closely with Norfolk Warm
Homes and our aim is to support low income
residents make their homes more energy
efficient.
energy@north-norfolk.gov.uk 01263 513811
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Your legal matters
in safe hands
for generations
Hayes + Storr Solicitors handle a whole
range of family, property and business
legal matters with care and professionalism.

Call us today 01328 710210
www.hayesandstorr.co.uk
Fakenham | Holt | King’s Lynn | Sheringham | Swaffham | Wells by appointment

Stiffkey Road, Wells next the Sea, Norfolk NR23 1QB
info@blueskiescampsite.co.uk • 07557 021660
Small, friendly, family campsite • Tents, touring caravans and motor homes
Dogs and children welcome

All local hotels and B&Bs have 5 stars,
Blue Skies Campsite has 8 million!
The Quay
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Wells Lifeboat Station news

to https://rnli.org/support-us/volunteer/volunteering-opportunities

Local people play a vital role in saving lives at sea
and keeping our beaches safe

Safety Message
Our volunteer lifeboat crews have already
rescued twenty-two people this year. Seventeen of which were walkers cut off by the
tide. Alongside the walkers were a total of ten
dogs, which also had to be rescued. To avoid
becoming one of these ever-growing statistics,
walkers must ensure they are back on the
main part of the beach at least four hours before the Wells Bar high tide time. Please help
to spread this message.

Call outs during May

was towed to the shore by the lifeboat crew
and beached.

Saturday 14th
Wells inshore lifeboat was tasked to rescue
a group of seven and their dog cut off by
the tide to the west side of Wells Beach. The
group was clearly visible from the boat house
but were already up to their knees in water.
Due to the number of casualties, the volunteer
crew had to ferry them to safety in two runs.
By the time the lifeboat returned to the second
group, they were up to their waists in water as
the tide was coming in at speed. The lifeboat
crew took them to the shore where they were
left safe and well.

Wednesday 25th
Wells all-weather lifeboat was called to assist
a motor cruiser as it sailed from Lowestoft to
Hull. The boat was off the shore at Titchwell
when the weather conditions caused the crew
to get into difficulties. On arrival, two of the
lifeboat crew were placed on board the vessel
to assess the situation. As the cruiser seemed
to be operating well under power and the
steering was satisfactory, it was decided that
the lifeboat crew would use their experience
and seamanship to navigate the vessel to the
safety of Wells Harbour. The motor cruiser set
course for Wells, escorted by the lifeboat, and
was safely moored in Wells outer harbour.

Sunday 15th
Wells all-weather lifeboat went to the assistance to an 8m yacht in difficulties approximately 10 miles off the coast of Wells. One
person was on board the yacht, which had
gearbox failure. It was making no headway
and getting into difficulties. On arrival, the coxswain of the lifeboat assessed the situation.
He made the decision that undertaking a tow
was necessary and the safest way to assist
the casualty. The lifeboat towed the yacht
back to the entrance of Wells harbour and
waited for the tide. Once the water was high
enough, the lifeboat towed the yacht into the
outer harbour where it was safely moored.

Launch A Memory 3
The ‘Launch a Memory 3’ campaign to raise
funds for the RNLI is now closed. A total of
14,581 loved one’s names will be printed into
the letters and numbers on the decals on the
side and top of the lifeboat. Those members of the public who have donated will be
contacted by the RNLI to let them know how
and when they will be able to see their loved
ones’ names. This communication will come
from the head office in Poole, but if you have
any questions, please email launchamemory@
rnli.org.uk.

Monday 16th
The inshore and all-weather lifeboat were
called for an immediate launch, after they had
received a distress call from a person whose
boat was sinking off the coast of Brancaster
golf club, but the call had been cut off. Whilst
both lifeboats were heading towards Brancaster, the Coastguard received a call from the
skipper of the speed boat, who had managed
to swim the 100m ashore, indicating he was
alright but the 16ft speedboat was sinking.

The Shannon Lifeboat
The building of our new Shannon Lifeboat,
Duke of Edinburgh, is well underway in Poole
and we expect it to complete acceptance trials and be fully operational ‘On Station’ later in
the year. The photograph shows the lifeboat
at its construction stage in May.
There has been great progress to the interior
of the new lifeboat station. The kitchen has
been installed within the crew area, the vinyl
floors have been laid and the area has been
decorated. The main boathouse will be decorated within the next few weeks. It is hoped
that the interior will be completed by the middle of June. Externally, the ramp lights have all
been installed and the scaffolding is due to be

The inshore lifeboat met the skipper, and after
making sure he was alright and getting confirmation on the position of the boat, escorted him to Brancaster slipway to the waiting
Coastguard team. The speedboat was at risk
of being a danger to other craft, so the boat
The Quay
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(Photo credit: RNLI. Lifeboat House Build)

Lifeboat Service
Plans are underway for our annual lifeboat
service, which will take place on 28 August
this year.

removed from east and west elevations, as the
external cladding is now complete.
Lifesaving Work
Crew training for the Shannon lifeboat begins
in June, with three of the station’s mechanics
heading to Poole for a weeklong Shannon
Mechanics course, ahead of the arrival of
the new lifeboat later this year. Our volunteers train and attend practice launches on a
fortnightly basis to ensure they have the skills
and seamanship to deal with all eventualities.
We are continually looking for committed and
enthusiastic volunteer lifeboat crew. If you
would like to find out more, please contact the
lifeboat house at admin@wellslifeboat.org or
telephone 01328 710230. There are also exciting volunteer opportunities within the shop
and visitors centre in the new lifeboat station if
you are interested or require more information
please email admin@wellslifeboat.org or head

Emergencies
If you or someone you see is in trouble on or
near the sea, dial 999 and ask for the Coastguard.
General Information
For more information about RNLI
Wells Lifeboat Station, events, or being a
member of our team, please contact 01328
710230 or see www.wellslifeboat.org or facebook.com/wellsrnli
PS There is a Newfoundland
Dog Rescue Display on the
Quay in aid of the RNLI on July
9th at 2.30 pm.

Asbestos Patient Support Group
by Brian Wallis

East of England Asbestos Patient Support
Group is back at The Hive, Wells Community
Hospital, and has resumed its monthly Awareness and Asbestos Patient Support Group
meetings held on the last Friday of each
month (excepting August).

and Bury St. Edmunds, is listed as a principal asbestos disease support facility in the
Norfolk & Norwich University Hospital Cancer
directory.
If you are, or you know someone who is, a patient or carer affected by mesothelioma or an
asbestos related disease you will be most welcome to join our group at any of the locations
in Norfolk or Suffolk. Please contact Phoebe
or Brian at info@eastofenglandasbestos.co.uk,
www.facebook/eastofenglandasbestos.co.uk,
@EEAsbestos or 01223 665 652 (Local office)

The group meets at 11am – 2pm in the Hive
Cafe and in good weather in the beautiful
landscaped gardens which the hospital now
has to offer. The Group recently received
(CIO) status and is now a registered charity.
The Group, which meets in Wells, Costessey
The Quay
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Older Client Care in Practice
by Miranda Marshall, Director, Hayes + Storr
In my last article, I considered the work of
the specialist lawyers’ group Solicitors for the
Elderly (SfE). Since then, I have completed
the preparation and passed the assessment
to renew my SfE Older Client Care in Practice (OCCP) accreditation for another 5 years
(which should pretty much see me though to
my own retirement!).

encouraged to
take all practicable
steps to maximise
decision-making,
particularly where
clients are compromised by not just
physical or mental
difficulties, but also
emotional ones.
Home, hospital and care home visits should
be offered, where required, and the extra costs
of these explained.

The ethos of SfE is that the solicitor as an
older client advisor is so much more than
just a lawyer. By learning additional skills
and techniques SfE members can give older
and vulnerable clients a voice, a chance to
make themselves understood, to protect their
futures and ensure that they feel valued in
society. The SfE Code of Practice states the
foremost importance of acting only in the best
interests of the client, respecting their dignity
and taking a holistic approach to problem
solving. Clients should always be seen alone
at some point in the matter; but of course,
a trusted friend or family member can give
assistance and join meetings. There is always
the need to be mindful of potential undue
influence or other pressure, even if well-intentioned.

Clients of all backgrounds may require these
specialist services. These skills are in addition
to technical legal expertise. Although people
tend to think of this work as mostly in the
realms of Wills and Powers of Attorney, and
other traditional elderly client matters, advice
also covers property transactions, dispute
resolution and even divorce and other family
matters.

For further information, please contact
Miranda Marshall on 01263 712835 or email
miranda.marshall@hayes-storr.com.

Clients’ needs are an important sensitivity.
Hearing and vision difficulties should be considered when communicating. The pace and
duration of any meeting should be attuned to
the client. Legal terminology should be kept
to a minimum and plain English used. We are

This article is for general information only
and does not constitute legal or professional
advice. Please note that the law may have
changed since this article was published.

Readers’ Letters
May I, through your letters page, thank everyone who has sent me and my family condolences on the passing of my father David Cox.

Dad quickly grew to love our beautiful village
and saw it as his home; he will be missed not
only by us but by the neighbours who made
him so welcome here.
Elizabeth Hurcombe

Condolences have taken the form of cards,
beautiful flowers, Facebook messages and
visitors. He will join his late wife and my mother Ruby who passed in 2014 after they had
been married for 67 years. Dad spent his last
years at Warham living with me and enjoying his family who also live here or in nearby
villages. It was a very happy time for all and
he was able to hold my daughter’s new baby
in his arms.
The Quay

I wanted to thank everyone who donated
prizes or bought tickets for the tombola at the
Staithe Place Street Party. £460 was raised for
Ukraine and has been sent to them.
Thankyou again.
Sue Rainsford
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News from the Churches
Thelma’s delicious afternoon
tea. Please phone Terry on
01328 710931 to reserve your
place or just turn up on the
day to see if there are any
tickets left. It is sure to be an
enjoyable afternoon.
Church services are at
11.00am on Sundays and
10.30am on Wednesdays. All
are welcome.

Churches Together
The spring is one of our busiest times, now
the Easter events are over but the meaning of
Easter stays with us. The Churches together
Choir is Improving every time I hear them. It’s
lovely to see them sharing their love of music.
I would like to thank all the folks from the other churches who joined us. At the music marathon on 28th May. they made music, soup and
cakes and served teas and coffee, it was such
a wonderful atmosphere. Thank you all.

News from the Anglican churches
“The best laid plans...”
It was all systems go for the start of work on
the St Nicholas restoration and then, as often
happens with complex projects, there has
been a delay.
So it has been business as usual in church,
apart from the Wednesday service which has
moved to join the Methodists at 10.30am as
planned, and we hope the work will commence at the beginning of July. Just one
update - the Community Market will not be
operating for the rest of the year.

Christian Aid Week
Sun 15th -Sat 21st May
“The Walsingham Way”
Well, we got our boots on, the weather was
kind, the company great and we walked
the Walsingham Way, setting off from the
magnificent Cathedral in Norwich, travelling
across the breadth of Norfolk, through the
chalk stream valleys to Walsingham. There
was the Marriott’s Way, tarmac by the NDR,
a marsh, woods, fields and lanes. There were
some surprises too, a game larder turned into
a beautiful Chapel, deserted Churches and
much more to see, with ancient line kilns, old
laundries, mills, varied scenery and wildlife,
finally ending in the ancient pilgrim village
of Walsingham. As well as raising £2205 for
Christian Aid, it was an experience to be
highly recommended. Thank you to all who
supported us.
Judith Wilson

The month of music in May came to a resounding conclusion at the Music Marathon. I
would like to thank Kate Clodd and Margaret
and their team and, of course, the musicians
who took part in all the concerts.
We have moved into a busy patch of what are
known as Occasional Offices, services that
are additional to the usual pattern; baptisms,
marriages and funerals. Congratulations to
Alexis Pistorius, baptised at Wighton. Hannah
Sissons & Andrew Pittams and Laura Richards
& Jonathan Bruce were married at Holkham.
At Wells we have had the funerals of Doris
Williams, Anne Pickering, Betty Emerson and
long-standing congregation member Claire
Tabor. The funeral of former Wells coxswain
David Cox took place at Cromer Crematorium
with a 50 strong RNLI guard of honour.

Wells Methodist Church
It will be lovely to welcome back Timescape ,
who are entertaining us on Friday 29th July at
2.30pm. This has always been a popular concert as they perform songs from the rocking
50’s to the swinging 60’s and beyond. Tickets
are a very reasonable £7.00 which will include
The Quay

Finally, I would like to pay tribute to Archdeacon Ian Bentley who has died. He will be
much missed by colleagues and friends in the
Diocese.
Revd. Brenda
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Letting your holiday has never been easier
With a local and enthusiastic team, Norfolk Hideaways are well placed to make
the process of sharing your holiday home easy and enjoyable. We are dedicated
to managing your property with the same care and attention you would and
with tailored services to suit your needs, you can be as involved as you like.
newowners@norfolkhideaways.co.uk
norfolkhideaways.co.uk | 01328 887 658
Offices in Burnham Market, Wells-next-the-Sea and Holt

THE 17TH
NORTH NORFOLK
MUSIC FESTIVAL
12 - 19 AUGUST 2022
ST MARY’S CHURCH,
SOUTH CREAKE

CASTALIAN, CARDUCCI
and ECHÉA
String Quartets
JULIAN BLISS Clarinet
AILISH TYNAN Soprano
JAMES ATKINSON
Baritone
LEONORE PIANO TRIO
THE MARIAN CONSORT
Pianists
LOUIS SCHWIZGEBEL
and Leeds International
Piano Competition
2021 Winner
ALIM BEISEMBAYEV
ALICE NEARY Cello

01328 730357
northnorfolkmusicfestival.com

REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 1128730
The Quay
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Keeping your mortgage under control
by Peter Barton - Continuum

their home. They represent less risk. If a home
has to be repossessed, the lender knows they
will get their money back, even if they sell it for
less than the owner paid for it.

Mortgages are not a subject I write about
often but, with interest rates rising quickly, this
article may be timely for some. The Bank of
England is doing what it can to control inflation and their main way of doing this is to put
up the bank lending rate - the rate which underpins the Swap Rates, at which high street
banks and other lenders can borrow money.

So, the lower your property’s loan-to-value
(or LTV) the better the deal you may get. The
good news is that if you have owned your
home for a year or two, the chances are that
it has increased in value – so the proportion
of the value that you are borrowing will have
reduced, lowering your LTV.

Therefore, the interest rates charged by lenders to customers will also have to increase –
which in turn means that record low mortgages have ended and the cost of a home loan is
set to head upwards. Mortgage interest rates
could potentially double by next year so how
will re-mortgaging – simply paying off your
existing mortgage and arranging a new one help you prepare for them now?

House prices have rocketed over the past
year, with average growth of 9.7% in 2021,
according to the Halifax House Price Index.
The average UK home was worth £276,759 in
January – up £24,500 from the same month
last year and £37,500 higher than two years
ago. The chances are that you will be entitled
to a better rate as a result. You might also
have upped the value of your home if you have
had any improvements done. Or if you have
any spare cash, you might be able to make a
partial capital repayment to get into a lower
LTV bracket.If you are worried about your
mortgage and need to get some help now,
Continuum we will be pleased to provide it.

We should expect steady base-rate increases for the next year and beyond. How high
those rises could go is unknown – but many
who have stretched their borrowing too far
could face real difficulties, and even risk losing
their homes if they’re unable to keep up with
increased payments. A good rate on a twoyear deal a few months ago was 1%. That is
now off the table. At 2% a borrower with a
£200,000 mortgage would pay an extra £1,128
a year. Even higher increases are possible –
the historic average rate is closer to 5%. Only
those with a fixed-rate mortgage have some
breathing space. These will guarantee no
increase in monthly repayments until the end
of the fixed period. If you are on your lender’s
Standard Variable Rate or a tracker mortgage,
now is probably a very good time to re-mortgage to a fixed-rate deal.

The information contained in this article is based on the
opinion of Continuum and does not constitute financial
advice or a recommendation for a suitable retirement
strategy; you should seek independent financial advice
before embarking on any course of action. Accessing
pension benefits early is not suitable for everyone and
may impact on the level of income in retirement also
may affect your entitlement to certain means tested
benefits.

The best fixed rate deals may already have
vanished, but you may be able to secure a
fixed rate deal that will protect you against
further rate rises. Five -year fixed deals are
common, and ten-year fixes are also available.
Even if your fixed rate has time to run you may
be able to lock in to a good rate now, with an
offer which holds for six months. It may be
worth looking at re-mortgaging even if your
current deal has longer to run.

Peter Barton is an Independent Financial Adviser at
Continuum.
Tel: 01603 879875 or 07787 561087.
Email: peter@mycontinuum.co.uk
www.mycontinuum.co.uk
Continuum is a trading name of Continuum (Financial Services)
LLP Falcon House, Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth, PL7 5JY
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct

There’s another reason to look at re-mortgaging. Lenders reserve the cheapest deals for
people with bigger deposits or more equity in
The Quay
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For a comprehensive
solution contact
Peter Barton DipFA MAQ
Independent Financial Adviser

T: 01603 879875
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www.mycontinuum.co.uk

Continuum (Financial Services) LLP, Falcon House,
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www.mycontinuum.co.uk
Registered address. As Above. Registered in England and Wales.
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Wells Maltings news

by Becca Lynn, Marketing & Development manager
explores the life and times of the
great Wells philanthropist.

Summer is in the air and families are enjoying
everything our town has to offer. This really
is the time Wells comes alive, and July even
more so! We have some glorious summer
treats lined up for you this season, with a new
programme launching now for July – September.

Then it’s the week we’re all waiting for, the
return of the fantastic Wells Carnival! The
Carnival Crew have been working their socks
off to bring you a fun-packed week – see their
programme for full details. We’ll be hosting
some Carnival events at the Maltings, and
adding a few of our own, including A Play In
A Day theatre workshop for 10 – 13 year olds
on Wednesday 3rd August, and a Northern
Soul and Motown Dance Party where you can
drop and groove the night away, Wigan Casino
style, on Thursday 4th August. There will be
a whole host of craft and dance workshops as
well – just check our programme!

From 25th June to 10th July, the Handa
Gallery will house our NR23 exhibition; a
celebration of the creativity in our community.
78 pieces of work from 36 local artists, from
paintings and photography to textiles and
sculpture, selected by a panel of local people.
This exhibition is not to be missed!
In the Handa Theatre, we see out June with
Oddbodies Theatre performing their hilarious
and heart-breaking rendition of King Lear. Alan
Clayson brings the drama, poetry and artistry
of the great French tradition of chanson to our
stage in Clayson Sings Chanson on Fri 8 Jul.
We will also bring our top pick of open mic artists to our main stage on Fri 15th July – look
out for your favourites in the Pick of Open Mic!
Ian Scott continues to bring in some fascinating speakers for the Heritage Series, with
Jake Fiennes joining us for his Biodiversity
and Food Production talk on 21st July, and
Sam Peel with Susan Wild and Glynis Scott

We’d also like to offer our congratulations to
Chelsey Church, Year 10 pupil at APHS, who
won our logo competition for The Lounge by
the Sea youth club (named by APHS school
parliament). We had some fantastic entries so
thank you everyone who took part! Thanks to
all those who have stepped up as volunteers
for the club, but if you’d like to add your name
to the list, please contact katy@wellsmaltings.
org.uk
Our café is serving food when we can, which

See our website for the full programme, or
pick up a printed brochure from the Box Office. To book tickets, or if you have any questions, call our helpful team on 01328 710885
or email hello@wellsmaltings.org.uk

we will keep updating on our Facebook page.
We will always have snacks and drinks available 9.30 – 4pm. The bar is open all evening on
show nights.

Wells Flood Action Team

by Mike and Marie Strong, joint co-ordinators
Advance Planning for residents at risk of
flooding and possible evacuation of their
homes.

need ready if asked to evacuate.
If the Environment Agency and/or authorities
inform you to be prepared for evacuation use
the time to follow your plan remembering
flood water is dangerous. You must not leave
evacuation until it would necessitate walking
or driving through flood water.

If you follow the link ‘Flood Advice’ on wellstc.
norfolkparishes.org.uk you will find, courtesy
of the town clerk, our up-to-date information
for residents and non-resident home-owners
at risk of flooding together with details regarding flood wardens. Included on the web site is
a diagram enabling you to establish the safest
route to the Evacuation Centre.

When ready collect your ‘grab bag’ and
go to safety whether it be the evacuation
centre, family or friends. And please inform
your flood warden where you are going or
if despite advice you intend to remain. The
latter can then be shared with the uniformed
authorities.

Previously we have suggested ways in which
to prepare a property for flooding, such as
flood defences. Additionally you should have
a plan of action to include for example details
of your important contacts, provision for pets,
insurance information, how to turn off your
utilities. Have a think and discuss with any
other members of the home what you would

NOTE: Additionally displayed on the website
are tide tables previously provided by the Environment Agency via NNDC and adjusted for
British Summer Time. This year you will need
to add one hour during British Summer Time.

Wells Weather Watch
May 2022 by Keith Leesmith

May has always been my favourite month of the year. Although it is the last month of spring, you
can still get a few days to remind you that winter isn’t far behind, and also receive a smattering
of the summer days still to come. 2022 didn’t disappoint in its diversity. We had a few days that
could have been mistaken for summer in the middle of the month, with cooler weather at the
beginning and end.
Yet again the rainfall was under average, and only the last few days made the final total as high
as it was. In the first five months of the year only February produced more than normal rainfall,
March was average and the other three months were under. Watching the rainfall radar, I get
the impression that this doesn’t necessarily apply to King’s
Average atmospheric pressure in
Lynn or Cromer, and only the central part of the north NorUK is 1013.25mb
folk coast has been as arid as it has been.
Max. Temperature		
Min. Temperature		
Rainfall Total		
Wettest Amount		
Min. Pressure		
Max. Pressure		
Max. Wind Speed		
The Quay
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25.6C		
5.6C		
34.5mm		
8.5mm		
1002.1mb
1030.8mb
24mph		

Tue 17th
Mon 9tt
for month
Tue 31st
Mon 23rd
Sun 8th
Fri 27th
25

My average rainfall for May is
49mm
Average rainfall for May at Weybourne (Met Office) is 43.5mm
Average rainfall for May at Marham (Met Office) is 53.3mm
July 2022

NPM Builders & Property Maintenance
Building Contractors and Project Management
Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories
Paving, Flooring and Decking
• Painting and decorating • UPVC windows and doors •
• Wall and floor tiling • Gate and fencing repairs and installation •
• Electrical and plumbing work • Lock and glass replacement •
All building work, repairs and maintenance undertaken
All Part P electrical work carried out

07771 874997 • 01328 713002 • www.npmbuilders.co.uk

A Name to Build On!

The Quay
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Wells Community Hospital
Plant Lovers Day
We had a fantastic day at Creake Abbey’s
annual Plant Lover’s Day on the 28th of May;
thank you to everyone that came along and
supported us on the day and to all at Creake
Abbey. The day was a great success and the
funds raised will help us continue our work
supporting our community.

trail, build a bug house, decorate a plant pot
and planting activities.

Community garden
We have developed a small community garden
in the grounds of the hospital which provides a
space to grow and learn about gardening.
On Saturday the 9th of July the garden will be
officially opened with a day of gardening and
craft activities planned. Mini Beast treasure

The Hive Café
The Hive café is open Monday to Friday
10am to 3pm. The perfect place to meet with
friends; join us for great coffee in relaxing surroundings. Last year we hosted book groups
and social gatherings at The Hive Café, if you
would like to hold a group or meeting here,
please contact Simon. 01328 711996

Everyone is welcome to come along to visit
the garden and find out how to get involved.
The Hive café will be open for refreshments.
For more information call Emma- 01328
711996 or email- admin@wellshospital.uk

Group Exercise
Mondays
Yoga with Cat- 1 pm
Jazzercize with Caroline - 6pm
Tuesdays
Seated Exercise with Sue - 10am & 11am
Wednesdays
Yoga with Cat - 10 am
Pilates with Sarah - 5:30pm
Pump with Sarah - 6:30pm
Thursdays
Seated Exercise with Sue -10am & 11am
Paracise with Amy - 1.30pm
Combat Boxercise with Sarah -5:30pm
Clubbercise with Simon & Sarah - 6:30pm
Fridays
Jazzercize with Caroline - 10am

Big C Cancer Support
Foot Health Clinic
with Katie Oliver
Orthotics
The Quay Orthotics
Horticultural therapy
The Nurture Project
Sports/Rehab Massage
Sana Massage

10:15 am , walk starts at 10:30 am
Fun & Togetherness Groups
1st & 3rd Thursdays of the month, all welcome
Singing Together - 3rd Thursday
Fun & Togetherness - 1st Thursday
Wells Nelson Club
Social club for over 70’s.
Art Classes
Adult learning is returning for the summer with
a program of different art classes.

Psychotherapy
Fiona Fisher
Women’s Soft Tissue Massage clinic
Kate Brydon
Sound Therapy
with Sally Collins

Mondays at 1:00pm. Exploring textile and
sewing techniques with pre-loved and recycled materials.

Groups
Our groups are a lovely way to meet people
and share experiences and support each other
and are open to anyone in the community.

Fridays at 1:00pm. Create a Sketchbook
Journal. Each week learn or practise a variety
of basic drawing techniques using pencil and
pen and ink.

Talking Elephants bereavement groups
2nd Thursday of the month

Classes are free! For more information, please
contact reception to book your space. 01328
711996

Walking Group
Tuesday morning- Meet at The Hive Café from

Classes with Simon and Sarah can be booked
via our website www.wellbeingnorfolk.co.uk or
call 01328 711996 for further information.
Clinics, Groups & Services
We have a wide variety of practitioners and
therapists working out of the Community hospital for your wellbeing needs, to find out more
and how to book contact reception, 01328
711996:
Acupuncture, Massage & Reiki
Pointz of Interezt
Audiology
Hear For Norfolk – Earwax removal & Hearing
aid servicing/repairs
Norfolk Hearing Care
The Quay
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Common cuckoo (Cuculus canorus) - photo by Steve Bingham
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Wells Coastwatch

visitors.

And NEW is the Little Blue Hut on Wells Quay,
where you can now book tickets for memorable trips on Lucy Lavers (you can see details
of trips and also book online here), as well as
book trips on other boats, hire gillying sets
and more! We are delighted to also be present
at the main Wells Carnival with a stall in the
Buttlands on both August 2nd and August 6 –
do come and find us!

The Flotilla will be led by our two flagships,
Dunkirk Little Ship and former relief lifeboat at
Wells, Lucy Lavers, and former Wells whelker,
Harvester.
There will be plenty of information available
about the boats and our Maritime Heritage,
and we are delighted there will be members
of the fishing and boatbuilding families who
worked or built these boats joining us.

They say variety is the spice of life… That’s
just one of a number of expression which
really say, “You never really know what’s going
to happen in a day.”

their reply, in the end I phoned HMCG who
were able to contact the skipper and confirmed that they were going to be OK. - Good
to know, although I did wonder what sort of
night they had out there.

Certainly at Wells Coastwatch that’s true.
Coastwatch says it exactly. Our trained volunteers try to keep an eye on everything that is
happening, not just vessels that cruise past.
Recently we watched the attempts of a novice
Windsurfer. He was determined and we were
pleased to see that he returned to the beach
safe and sound.

There was another vessel which I’ll not post
the photographs as it’s local. They were out
for some time, seeming to struggle under sail.
We were concerned that they would miss the
tide, but in the end they dropped their sails
and motored in with no problem.

Projects and fundraising
Our next major project is to restore local
whelker Bessie, a significant historic boat, also
involved in the Dunkirk evacuation. We have
started fundraising, but the costs are large
so if you feel able to contribute, we would
be most grateful. We welcome donations to
support our work – if you are not already, do
become a Friend of Rescue Wooden Boats

As well as the boats, there is much more
to entertain you over the weekend! Rescue
Wooden Boats will have a stall with lots of
information and merchandise, there will be
food stalls (Norfolk Thai, BBQ), a drink stall
(Black Shuck Distillery), a model lifeboats display, activities and competitions. In addition,
the Nelson Shantymen and Anto Morra (Irish
folk singer) will be performing. While you are
nearby do visit our Maritime Heritage Centre open on Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays
until the end of October from 11.00 - 4.00.

If you would enjoy helping in any way, please
email us at info@rescuewoodenboats.com,
fill in the form at the Centre or call the Hon
Secretary on 01485 210196.

Come and see the fascinating displays, stories
and films of our local Maritime Heritage, set
in the old Military Camp at Stiffkey Greenway
NR23 1QF

Now we come to the season of packed
beaches, with people swimming, inflatables
being launched off the beach, sometimes lost
children. Perhaps the most common problem
being folk getting cut off by the tide. Life in our
refurbished watch station is often the mundane mixed with a good dose of variety.

Then a massive storm passed us, albeit
probably six or seven miles out. The weather
wasn’t too nice and the wind was building
when a yacht clearly heading for the harbour
entrance missed the tide. I could just see that
they were dropping anchor but was concerned
by their exposed position and the thought
of the many hours they would wait. I tried to
communicate with them but struggled to hear

Support us if you can, we value your help.

Maritime Heritage Festival - Rescue Wooden Boats
On Saturday and Sunday July 23 & 24th plans
are well under way for the arrival of at least
eighteen historic local wooden crab boats and
whelkers to gather on Tugboat Yard pontoon,
arriving on Friday July 22 and being on display
on both Saturday and Sunday July 23rd and
The Quay

24th.
There will be a spectacular Flotilla on Saturday 23rd July starting at 2.00 pm when all
the boats will motor in convoy to the harbour
mouth and back so they can be viewed by
30
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North Norfolk Exhibition Project
by Marie Askham

For the past ten years the project has been
showing contemporary art exhibitions in
Cley church and for ten years before that in
Salthouse church.

full exhibition will be at Wighton church in July
2023.
To make ourselves known in a new part of
the county we are holding an Open Day in
Wighton church on Saturday 2 July when local
artists will exhibit art works that will be for sale
and an artist will lead a drawing session at
1.30 with materials provided.

Our exhibitions run for the month of July and
showcase the work of artists with a Norfolk
connection. Entry to the exhibition is free and
we have a children’s quiz based on the art
works in the show which brings children and
their parents back repeatedly during July.

£50 OFF
ALL ORDERS
OVER £250

Entry to the event is free and all are welcome.
Refreshments will be available.

We have now left Cley church and our next

Screen-next-the-Sea - July films

www.norwichsunblinds.co.uk
� Units 11-14 Haverscroft
Industrial Estate, New Road,
Attleborough, NR17 1YE

Bradford. Directed by Clio Barnard (Selfish
Giant), and featuring Adeel Akhtar (Four Lions),
Claire Rushbrook and Ellora Torchia, it tells the
story of two people brought together through
their shared affection for Sophia (aged 6)
whom Ava teaches, and a deep connection
begins to grow, but the stresses and struggles
of their separate lives and histories threaten
to overshadow their burgeoning relationship.
Enveloped in music and imbued with humour
this is a moving and funny examination of two
people seeking a connection which was nominated for two BAFTAs. ‘A pair of wonderfully
winning performances from Claire Rushbrook
and Adeel Akhtar lie at the heart of this unexpectedly warm and typically compelling drama
from British writer/director Clio Barnard’ -Mark
Kermode. Showing on Monday 25th July 7pm
at Wells Maltings.

It’s hard to believe we are into summer already; time is flying as we all get busy again!
There are two very different films this month,
and we have settled our programme up until
September, which seems a long time ahead
but at this rate we will be there before we
know it.
On Monday 11th July at 7pm at Wells Maltings, we are showing Taming The Garden (15)
an extraordinary and moving documentary
directed by Salome Jashi, about billionaire and
former Prime Minister of Georgia, collecting
huge, ancient and rare trees from around
the Black Sea coast for his own garden. The
effect on the lives of those living around the
coast is carefully observed as they uproot and
transport (often by sea) these magnificent and
much loved trees, which had for very many
years had been part of their familiar landscape. Wendy Ide of The Guardian describes it
as an ‘extraordinary, savagely poetic film’.

Tickets are available online from www.wellsmaltings.org.uk, by phone 01328 710885, or in
person from the Visitor Information Centre at
Wells Maltings.

In contrast Ali and Ava (15) is a joyful depiction of life and love in modern Britain, set in

Church Open Gardens - Sunday 3rd July 11am - 5pm

� 01603 334178
T’s and C’s apply

The

Take a stroll around the streets of Wells and explore behind garden walls as St Nicholas Church
Open Gardens event returns. Numerous gardens open to the public.
Pick up a leaflet, which includes a map, from the Tourist Information Centre, Wells Maltings.
Tickets cost £5 per person & are issued on the day at participating gardens which will be identified by red balloons Refreshments will be available & John Tuck is opening his Art Studio
For further information contact Steve & Jane Barber
Email:steve.barber5@btinternet.com mobile: 07946 612728
The Quay
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Branthill Farm
Wells-next-the-Sea
Norfolk NR23 1SB

www.therealaleshop.co.uk
info@therealaleshop.co.uk
01328710810

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

.

Real Ale Craft Beer
The Quay

Finest selection of Norfolk bottle conditioned
Real Ales and our very own Malt Coast Craft
Beer freshly brewed here on the farm.
35
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A big day out on the world’s
smallest public railway*
Open every day from
19 March to 30 October

Trains from April to October
th and event info
Pleasethsee website for timetable

North Point Property Care
PAT Testing
&

General maintenance.
* 4s

Contact

Daniel Money 07570234891
info@northpointpropertycare.co.uk
www.northpointpropertycare.co.uk

The Quay
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and under go free!

01328 711630

www.wellswalsinghamrailway.co.uk
wwlr.co.uk

The Quay
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Wells War Memorial
Institute Club

The recently refurbished Club lies at the heart of the Wells Next
The Sea community and welcomes locals and visitors alike
Membership
We offer a range of membership options;
daily £3, weekly £10, yearly £20 and then
£10 to renew thereafter.
Facilities
The Club is airconditioned throughout. We
have a full-size snooker table and pool
table. You can also be entertained by the
live juke box and two fruit machines. We
have two bar areas and our toilets have been completely refurbished.
Sport
We show live sport on our 108-inch projector acreen and three televisions. We are
subscribed to BT Sports and Sky Sports. We
can show two different games at the same time.
Entertainment
The Club shows live music to cater for all
tastes. We will be holding bingo on a monthly
basis. The Club can also be available for
parties, wakes and any other functions.

Come and support your local Club, you will be assured of a warm
welcome. You can find us on Facebook for regular updates on
events, just search Wells War Memorial Institute Club or our
website www.wellsclub.co.uk or drop us a line on 01328 711386.
Google Maps Location Code XV42+GC Wells-next-the-Sea
The Quay
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Events diary

A selection of events and meetings in the area
JUNE
24th - 7.30pm: King Lear - Oddbodies Theatre
(Maltings)
24th to 26th - Classical Music Music next the
Sea (Maltings)
25th June to 10th July - Art Exhibition NR23
(Maltings)
25th - 10am to 4pm: Community Fair at Wells
and Walsingham Light Railway
27th - 7.00pm: Film – The Worst Person in the
World (15) Screen-next-the -Sea
(Maltings)

15th - 7.30pm: Live Music - Pick of Open
Mic (Maltings)
16th - 7.00pm: Film – The unbearable weight
of massive talent 15) (Maltings)
19th - 7.00pm: Free Live Music – Open Mic
night (Maltings)
20th - 7.00pm: Free bingo night – Bingo Star
(Maltings)
21st - 7.00pm: Talk Biodiversity and Food
Production (Maltings)
21st - 7.00pm: National Theatre Live Prima
Facie (Maltings)
22nd - 7.00pm: Film - Doctor Strange in the
Multiverse of Madness (12A)
(Maltings)
23rd - 4.00pm: Film – Sonic the Hedgehog 2
(PG) (Maltings)
23rd & 24th - Maritime Heritage Festival
(Tugboat Yard)
25th - 7.00pm: Film – Ali & Alva (15) Screen
Next The Sea (Maltings)
27th - 11.00am: Men’s Probus (WI Hall) ‘The
Falkland Islands’
28th - 7.00pm: Film – Everything Everywhere
all at once (15) sci-fi (Maltings)

JULY
1st & 2nd - Film: Downton Abbey : a New Era
(PG) (Maltings)
3rd - Open Gardens
(various venues - see p.34)
4th - 7.00pm: Town Council Meeting
(Clore Room, Maltings)
5th - 7.00pm: Free Live music - Open Mic
Night (Maltings)
7th - 2.15pm: WI – Radio Plays, Phil. Butcher
(WI Hall)
7th - 7.00pm: Film – The Innocents (Cert TBC)
supernatural horror (Maltings)
8th - 7.30pm: Live music - Clayson sings
Chanson (Maltings)
9th - 2.30pm: Newfoundland Dog Rescue
Display (Quay)
9th - 4pm & 7pm: Film The Phantom of the
Open (15) comedy drama
(Maltings)
11th - 7.00pm: Film - Taming the Garden (15)
Screen Nest the Sea (Maltings)
13th - 7.00pm: Talk - Sam Peel with Susan
Wild and Glinis Scott
(Maltings)

28th July to 6th August - Wells Carnival
29th & 30th - 10am – 12.30pm: Kids Dance
workshops - Music and Movement
(Maltings)
30th - 2pm & 5pm: Film- Lightyear (U) Disney
(Maltings)

Defibrillator locations in the N23 area
These potentially life-saving devices can be found at:
Alderman Peel High School, Market Lane
Beach Car Park - near the toilet block / tide clocks
Co-Operative, Polka Road, NR23 1JG
Harbour Office, Beach Road, NR23 1AT
Plattens Fish & Chip Shop, The Quay, NR23 1AH
Police Station, Polka Road, NR23 1ED
Recycling Centre, Warham Road, NR23 1NE
Sailing Club, East End, NR23 1LE
The Quay
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If you are aware of any other
locations in the NR23 area
where there is a defibrillator, or
if you find any inaccuracies in
this list, please let us know.
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Church service times

The Quay Directory

Church of England: Revd. Brenda Stewart - 01328 710628
St. Nicholas,
Church Street, Wells

1st Sunday
2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday
1st Sunday
(Sunday services are
uploaded to YouTube: St 2nd Sunday
Nicholas Wells. Evening 3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
prayer is also held on
Wednesday
Zoom)
Please note that some 1st & 3rd Thursday
1st & 3rd Thursday
events are being held

1100
1100
1830
1830
1830
1830
1030
1000
1345

in different locations
during restoration work 2nd Saturday
on St Nicholas, Wells.

Worship for All with music
Holy Communion with music
Taizé worship with music
BCP Evening Prayer
Healing service
Celtic worship with music
Joint worship at Methodist Church
Quiet prayer at Quaker Meeting Room
Little Fishes parent & toddler group at
Quaker Meeting Room
Messy Church at Quaker Meeting
Room

1030

St. Withburga,
Holkham

1st Sunday
3rd Sunday

0930
0930

Holy Communion with music
BCP Holy Communion/Matins

All Saints, Wighton

2nd & 4th Sunday

0930

Holy Communion with music

All Saints, Warham

Festivals & special events

St. Mary Magdalen,
Warham

Patronal Festival: July 24

See church notice boards for details
1500

Songs of Praise (followed by Pimms
and nibbles in the churchyard)

Methodist: Revd. Cliff Shanganya - 01328 862174
Theatre Road, Wells Sunday
Wednesday
4th Sunday
New Holkham
(Longlands)

1100
1030
1430

Morning worship
Prayer and Praise
Sunday Worship

Evangelical Congregational: Revd. Neil Woodruff - 07469 186208

Clubbs Lane, Wells Sunday

1500

Sunday worship

Roman Catholic: Father Keith Tulloch - 01328 713044
Our Lady Star of the Saturday
Sea, The Buttlands, Sunday
Wells

1800
0900

Holy Mass
Holy Mass

Quakers: Glynis Scott - 01328 316586 (warden - 01328 711387)
Friends Meeting
House, Church
Street, Wells

Sunday
Thursday

1030
1700

Meeting for worship
Meeting for worship

Wells Library opening hours
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monday: 11.30 – 7pm
Tuesday: closed
Wednesday: 9am – 7pm
Thursday: closed
Friday: 9am – 7pm
Saturday: 10am – 4pm
Sunday: closed

www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries
The Quay
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EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police 			
Ambulance 		
Fire 			
Coastguard / Lifeboat

Fakenham Infants School
Fakenham Junior School
Fakenham Academy
Walsingham Primary School
Wells Primary School & Nursery

999
999
999
999

NON-EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police 			
101
Flood co-ordinators 		
01328 710743
Environment Agency Floodline 0345 9881188
Wells Coastwatch 		
01328 710587
Wells Fire Station
0300 1231669
Wells Lifeboat Station
01328 710230
BANKS & BUILDING SOCIETIES
Barclays Bank, Fakenham
0345 7345345
HSBC, Fakenham 		
0345 7404404
Lloyds, Fakenham 		
0345 6021997
Nat West, Fakenham 		
0345 7888444
BUS & RAIL INFORMATION
Community Car Scheme
Dial A Bus 		
Lynx Bus Company 		
National Rail Enquiries
Sanders Coaches 		

01485 210342
01553 776971
01553 611955
08457 484950
01263 712800

CHURCHES
Church of England Rector
Methodist Church 		
Congregational Church
Roman Catholic Church
Quaker Meeting House
Russian Orthodox 		
Churches Together 		

01328 710628
01328 711931
07469 186208
01328 821353
01328 711387
01328 820108
01328 713044

COUNCILS
Wells Town Council 		
Norfolk County Council
North Norfolk District Council

01328 710564
0344 800821
01263 513811

HEALTHCARE
Burnham Market Surgery
NHS Direct 		
N & N Hospital, Norwich
QEII Hospital, King’s Lynn
Red Cross 		
Wells Community Hospital
Wells Health Centre 		

01328 737000
111
01603 286286
01553 613613
0808 1963651
01328 711996
01328 710741

LIBRARIES
Fakenham Library 		
Wells Library 		

01328 862715
01328 710467

SCHOOLS
Alderman Peel High School

01328 710476
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01328 864511
01328 862188
01328 851039
01328 820265
01328 710320

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Age UK Norfolk 		
Chemist - David Jagger Ltd
Citizens Advice (Norfolk)
Duncan Baker MP 		
(constituency office number)
Funeral Directors (Suttons)
Norfolk Family Carers		
Norfolk Debt Advice 		
Registration of births, deaths,
marriages & civil partnerships
Relate - marriage guidance
Tourist Information Centre
Veterinary surgery 		
Wells Maltings booking office
Wells Post Office 		

03244 8008020
01603 625333
01328 710885
01328 711022
01328 839000
01328 710332

LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Carers Matter Norfolk
Elsmith Bowls Club 		
Fakenham Choral Society
Heritage House Care 		
Homes For Wells 		
Keep Fit Group 		
Lifeboat Guild 		
Local Archaeology 		
Local History Group 		
Screen-next-the-Sea 		
Sing For Joy 		
The Royal British Legion
Wells Art Group 		
Wells Bellringers 		
Wells In Bloom		
Wells Brownies 		
Wells Carnival 		
Wells Community Theatre
Wells Croquet Club		
Wells Football Club 		
Wells Friendship Club
Wells Harbour Office 		
Wells Maltings Trust 		
Wells Nelson Club 		
Wells Photographic Group
Wells Sailing Club 		
Wells Sea Cadets 		
Wells Town Bowls Club
Wells Town Tennis Club
Wells Twinning Association
Wells United Charities
Women’s Institute 		

01328 710501
01328 713020
01328 700165
01328 711333
01328 711703
01328 730508
01328 711823
01328 711449
01328 710261
01328 710885
01263 479931
07469 186208
01328 710208
01328 710208
01328 712158
07423 152506
01328 710014
01328 710208
01328 710558
01328 710907
07766 151715
01328 711646
01328 711378
01328 711478
01328 856456
01328 712000
07889 136430
07709 988079
07784 872977
01328 711033
07764 406852
01603 624580

0300 5001217
01328 710239
0800 1448848
020 72193000
01692 557140
01328 710301
01603 219924
01603 863582
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A helpful index of our local business advertisers
ACCOMMODATION & EATING OUT
Albatros
Bang In Wells
Beach Café
Blue Skies Campsite
French’s Fish & Chips
Norfolk Hideaways
Potters Farm
The Bowling Green
The Crown Hotel
The King’s Arms

37
2
37
12
43
21
32
9
44
36

BUSINESS SERVICES
Black Dog Computer Services Ltd
Continuum financial advisors
Declan Goode: Computer Services
Hayes + Storr Solicitors
Kathryn Gigg Chartered Accountants
NewPrint & Design
Pro Wills

23
23
27
12
2
14
33

DOMESTIC SERVICES
Masbo Cleaning
Our Man in Norfolk

14
37

ESTATE AGENTS & LETTINGS
Bailey, Bird and Warren
Belton Duffey
Spalding and Co

14
26
9

FOOD & DRINK SUPPLIES
A & M Frary Shellfish Ltd
The Real Ale Shop
Whin Hill Cider

13
35
36

HEALTH & PERSONAL CARE
Chi Beauty and Therapeutic Treatment
David Jagger Ltd, Chemists
Fiona Fisher - Phychotherapist
Foot Perfect
Gunthorpe Osteopaths
Kate Brydon Soft Tissue Maasage
Victoria Edwards - Beauty Therapist
Yoga with Cat

TRANSPORT & TRAVEL
Kenny Greenfield
Scillitoe Bros Garage
Wells Bike Hire

15
23
33

9
13
13
9
27
35
13
35

OTHER
Country Dogs: dog grooming
Holkham Estate
North Norfolk Music Festival
S T Sutton Funeral Directors

27
9
21
36

The Quay

HOMES, INTERIORS & FASHION
Gallery Plus
Norwich Sunblinds
Phillippa Kirby Soft Furnishings
Shoe Stop
Simon Leverett Carpets & Vinyls
The Old Station Pottery & Bookshop
HOME & GARDEN MAINTENANCE
AlarKris: Electrical & Security
Anglian Tree Works
Buckie Plumbing & Heating Services
David Thompson: Chimney Sweep
Finch Garden Design
Guttering Services Norfolk
JAB Systems: electrical installations
JMC Garden & Landscape Services
JRP Construction & Carpentry
KSP Decorators
Need A Carpenter?
North Point Property Care
NPM Builders & Property
Maintenance
PSB Consultancy & Design
R West Electrical
Ross Fulford - Brick & Stonework
Skip It - mini skip hire
S T Bespoke Decor
Tom Frary - Painter & Decorator
Worzels Roofing

Wells Maltings
Wells & Walsingham Light Railway
Wells War Memorial Institute Club
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33
35
32
36
27
13
14
32
15
33
14
15
36
23
23
15
27
36
26
32
15
27
27
15
36
36

9
37
38
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