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Welcome to The Quay
As if it needs saying, It’s Carnival at last! You
should have received your programme by
now. As you see, it’s non-stop.

to return, that their homes will be
liveable, that husbands and sons will
survive. Nothing is certain in this world,
but some things are less certain than others.
We may be thankful that our world is so much
more secure and free from danger than theirs.

Our farewell to Alistair Ogle is heart-felt. You
will see his final letter on p.5. His successor,
Matt Hardman, has been around for some
time. He hails from the West Midlands having
lived close by to where your Editor worked at
one time. So he can’t be bad! We look forward
to his contributions to the Quay.

Reading Peter Barton’s piece, we ourselves
know something about retirement from paid
work. It allows us to choose but too many
choices are disabling and everyone needs
something to get up in the morning for. We
will benefit from something challenging and
useful to give our time to. Not only does that
help the community, but it gives life a bit more
grip.

It is pleasing to see that our concerns are wider than local and even national boundaries.
The Community Lunches were a brave exercise. No one knew how many would come. As
you see there was a good take up and they
will continue after the Carnival.

Have a good summer!
RA

Our meeting of the needs of Ukrainian families
is likewise open-ended. How long the conflict
will last is uncertain. Whether the Ukrainians
will want to go back they will decide in the
light of events. We pray that they will be able

Answers to last month’s quiz:
1. Frank Taylor, former harbour master; 2. Doris Mann of
Ampthill; 3. The Seasiders; 4. 1964; 5. A flour mill; 6. The Caribbean; 7. Starbeats; 8. Polka Road 9. The Regal; 10. Corfu;
11. Priti Patel; 12. Brent; 13. Gillies; 14. A crab and lobster pot;
15. John Fryer; 16. Kyiv; 17. Barley; 18. Next to Platten’s fish and
chip shop; 19. Ronald Reagan; 20. A pop singer
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The next issue is due out on August 24th.
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Alderman Peel High School news

Wells Carnival 2022

by Alistair Ogle, principal

by Patrick Weston, Chairman

Nothing is going to stop us now !!!! Only a few
sleeps to the start of Wells Carnival 22, it’s
going to be the best ever. Carnival 2022 has
been three years in the making and we are still
rushing around making sure all will go to plan,
or close to.

bright pink buckets for you to drop donations
into.
You still have time for last minute calls to family and friends to say “Come Along, you said
next time we will join in”.
Fancy dress costumes, need to be ready,
produce wrapped up, ready for the shows on
Fete Day. Dogs picked up from the grooming
parlour, dance moves adjusted and prepared.
Hopefully you saw the raft race on the 24th, so
you can see how much fun can be had, apart
from the ones the sunk, again.

The very exciting week is almost there, the
committee is still busy preparing for a week of
making amazing memories for you, your family
and friends. Whether you are taking part in an
event or watching the fun we are sure you will
have the best time. A big thank you to all that
have helped bring this week together, to many
thank you’s to list, the town does so well.
Please see Carnival Programme to see full list
of thank you’s.
We also have good news for you, we now
have an easier way for you to donate to us,
this year you can donate to your favourite
carnival, using our new TEXT to Donate, it’s up
and running and you are able to do now. Go
on, give it a go:
To donate £3 text WELLS to 70331
To donate £5 text WELLS to 70970
To donate £10 text WELLS to 70191

The Carnival Merchandise stall will be open on
the Buttlands at our bigger events, good time
to pick up wrist bands and fun bits to wear.
The Wells Carnival Committee is so excited to
bring this event to you, see you at the events,
please bring laughter and smiles. If you see
any of the committee in the week, give them
a hug or buy them a drink, or at least let them
jump the queue in the Health Centre on Monday 8th.
The Carnival Programme will be available in
shops in the town and every house should
have received one, full of quizzes and times
and venues for the events, we hope to see you
there.

All donations are so very appreciated, thank
you.

For updates and further details please keep
checking social media and The Quay magazine for news and updates.

If you would like to donate a larger amount,
please contact us and we can give bank
details so you can BACS the committee. The
committee, every year, gives donations to local charities / organisations and with your help
we can make sure these important groups
keep going. They have had a tough three
years, trying to raise funds, please try to help.
We will still have our amazing fun raffles and

Please keep in touch on FaceBook, Instagram
or check our Website www.wellscarnival.co.uk
Kind Regards and thank you for your help and
support, Patrick

Many of you will be aware I am leaving APHS
at the end of this academic year to be the
Executive Headteacher at Sheringham High
School and Stalham High School. I will be
back at APHS to talk to students about the
sixth form at Sheringham High School and
hope to continue to provide opportunities for
the children of APHS to study A-levels and
other qualifications at Sheringham.

real privilege to lead a school within such a
wonderful community.
Finally, as we near the end of another remarkable year I have nothing but compliments and
thanks for our students and staff. The way
they have adapted, supported students, families and each other is simply amazing.
This term has seen the longest spell of examinations ever seen for our students who
have coped admirably. Due to covid, when the
national exam schedule was structured there
were ten days placed between exams of different subjects, in case covid was still prevalent
and in case the isolation guidance was still
ten days. This has meant that some students
have been sitting exams for eight weeks. Their
resilience and determination has seen them
through but I want to publicly recognise their
achievements, particularly following on from
the past two years of disruption.

APHS is a really special place, not because
of the building, but because of the staff, students, Governors, Trustees and the community. It is a school with a fantastic history and
a bright future. The school has grown from
304 students to just over 600 students in my
twelve years as Headteacher / Principal so
there have always been changes to make. I
have been through two Ofsted inspections
with the recently published inspection rightfully recognising the incredible work everyone
does to help students with an Outstanding
grade for the Personal Development of students.

It was therefore a real privilege to see them
celebrating their Prom. The last time we had
a Prom it was a “fake Prom” in the school
hall, organised in 24 hours, the day before the
first lockdown, back in March 2020. We have
welcomed 129 year 6 pupils to APHS as part
of their transition to year year 7 in September.
It was great to meet them all and their parents
and carers too.

I would like to express my sincere thanks to
everyone who has supported me during the
last twelve years. At times, it has been really
challenging but I know there is nothing that
cannot be solved or improved by working
together.
I am also really pleased that following a rigorous and thorough application and interview
process the Trustees have appointed Mr
Hardman as Principal. As the current Vice
Principal he knows the school, staff, students
and families really well. He is also incredibly
hardworking and thoroughly deserves the
opportunity to be Principal at APHS. It is a

It has once again been a really busy month,
with a whole range of events including:
•
•
•
•

Town Council meeting - July
It was a very quiet meeting with a short
agenda considering it was before the summer
break. Unusually there were four apologies.
Covid has not gone away.

the toilets were being rebuilt. The horse man
is still in situ, the ambulance response times
seem to be getting no better but, by a majority, the Council agreed that the Neighbourhood
Plan could be endorsed ready for the public
consultation on July 15th and 16th.

There was a complaint that there were too
many dogs in Staithe Street and that there
were no portaloos on Stearman’s Yard while
The Quay
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County finals in U15 cricket
Year 7 and year 8 girls football tournaments
Eco Council Beach clean
Tennis tournament for all our local primary
schools hosted at APHS and
supported by our Sports
Leaders
• The Global underwater Hub
STEM Challenge National Final
in Aberdeen
• Students playing / performing at Norfolk Show
• Year 10 work experience
week
• Year 7 Big Bang STEM Day
• GCSE Geography trip to
Birmingham
August 2022

Cooking with Carla - Little Venison Meatballs
by Carla Phillips

including 6 families currently homeless. f we
want Wells to thrive those of us who can afford
to do so need to dig deep.

This recipe was popular with my family and my
customers when I cooked in my restaurant. It
is simple to make, delicious, and because of
its low fat content, very digestible. Leftovers
can be reheated, or served, drained of their
sauce as little nibbles (embedded on toothpicks). The meat used is minced venison. Lean
and nutritious it is a popular choice, as our
farms, gardens and forests are plagued by the
depredations of wild deer - mainly muntjac!

Method: Mince together the meat, half onion
and bread, then add the salt, pepper and five
spice powder. I use a food processor for this.
Oil the roasting tray. Now, form the meat (a
soup spoon at a time) into little balls, slightly
smaller than ping pong balls. Line them up in
your tray. Cover this with a sheet of aluminium foil and roast this in a fairly hot over for
20 minutes. Leave it to cool slightly while you
make the sauce.

Homes for Wells prioritises buying ex-council
houses on the Northfield and Westfield estates
– these homes were built for local people
but are now frequently being lost as second
homes or holiday lets. To buy a 3-bedroom
house on Northfield Waye would currently cost
around £350,000. Homes for Wells might let
this to a local family for £900 per month. This
rent, after paying other expenses, would service a loan of about half the property price.

Ingredients: 400-500g minced venison; 2 slices of bread, soaked in water, then squeezed
dry; ½ a medium onion; 1 teaspoon each of
salt, pepper and five spice powder; a little
vegetable oil to coat a roasting tray.

Warm up a medium large saucepan and add
the vegetable oil. When hot, add the onion,
peppers and gherkins. Stir well for a minute or
two then add the sugar and vinegar, and after
that the tin of chopped tomatoes. Bring it to
the boil, and then simmer it for five minutes.
Add the soy sauce and the seasonings.

Homes for Wells can get these loans, but we
would also need to raise £175,000 plus acquisition expenses through fundraising initiatives
to pay for the other half of the property. There
are currently no grants to help with this.

For the sauce: a dessertspoonful of vegetable
oil; the other half onion, finely sliced; 4-5 gherkins, thinly sliced; 1 red pepper, finely sliced;
2 tablespoons cider vinegar; a tin of chopped
tomatoes; 2 tablespoons dark brown sugar;
2 teaspoons of soy sauce; salt, pepper and a
few chilli flakes.

Now add the pre-roasted meatballs and all
their juice. Simmer them in the sauce until the
sauce itself has thickened somewhat.
These are good served with rice, potatoes and
dark green vegetables.

Homes for Wells
by Lynne Burdon, Chair

The Property Trap – if you love Wells please
read this.

rare occasions a house becomes available the
rent is way over £1,000 per month.

Wells like many other beautiful seaside towns
has a huge problem. Wages are low but property prices are exceptionally high – pushed
up because so many people want to retire
here or own a second home or holiday let in
this beautiful town. Wells has quite a lot of
affordable social housing, managed by Victory
Homes and allocated by North Norfolk District
Council.

This is not just a problem for those needing
homes. It is a problem for all who love Wells
and who want it to be a thriving town all year
round, and not just a seasonal holiday resort.
Wells can only thrive if there is a solid population of working age people who can fill the
town’s employment needs and who, together
with their extended families, will support the
lifeboat, harbour, shops, pubs, schools, and
healthcare facilities 12 months of the year.
These people can only live here if there are
homes for them to rent at prices they can
afford.

The problem is ordinary working families
are just not needy enough to qualify for this
housing. A family with two full time workers
both earning the living wage might have an
income of around £38,000 per year. They
could afford to pay rent of around £1,000 per
month. Further inland they would be able to
rent a 3-bedroom house on the commercial
market. In Wells there is currently no property
to rent on the commercial market and on the
The Quay

Homes for Wells is the only organisation in
Wells providing rented housing at affordable
and intermediate rents for local people giving
priority to our essential workers and volunteers. We currently have 31 properties – but
we have another 46 families on our waiting list
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now second homes or holiday lets – more than
700 properties. Perhaps there are another 300
households in Wells who don’t need the grant.
If even half of these people were to donate
their energy grant to Homes for Wells that
would enable us to buy a property to home
one more local family.
Please help us. Your donation would also
attract Gift Aid making it tax efficient for you.
Homes for Wells is a charitable Community
Benefit Society – owned by local people with a
board of volunteer trustees. No one takes any
profits. If you would like to be more involved
as a shareholder, board member or volunteer I
would be delighted to hear from you.
If you want to give us £400 or any other donation it can be done by speaking to Karen – details below or donating on our website – ‘help
us’ page. If you would like to be on our mailing
list to get priority booking for our events and
our newsletter, please just email Karen at;
karen.clarke@homesforwells.com

The government are about to pay a £400
energy grant for every home in Wells. It is
estimated that 40% of properties in Wells are

Clubs and Organisations
Community Lunch – progress report
Three lunches have been held at time of
writing with attendances between 10 and 20.
Big thanks to the cooks and helpers who are
making it happen and to the Congregational
Church for allowing us to use their Hall and
excellent kitchen. The two course sit down
lunches include meat/vegetarian and vegan
dishes with proper puddings! All are welcome,
there is no charge whatsoever as we have
attracted generous funding from Wells Town
Council & Wells Carnival but there is a donations box for those able to chip in.

to sit in the shade of a tree in the Community Hospital gardens to listen to them. The
strawberries and cream were lovely during the
interval. We don’t have any meetings in August
so our next meeting will be on Thursday 1st
September and is a Cinema Reminiscence
weekend. This event has been postponed
from July. We are a friendly and welcoming
group with members aged in their 60’s and upwards and we welcome prospective members
of all ages. We meet in the Wells Community
Hospital on the 1st and 3rd Thursday’s of the
month at 2pm and transport may be available.
For further details please contact Sandra on
07775 424559 or Adrian on 07990 026839.

So come and enjoy a friendly lunch together
and encourage others to join us every Monday
between 12 and 2.00pm until and including
25 July. Carnival needs the Hall on Mondays
1 & 8 August then “Community Lunch For All”
will resume weekly from Monday 15 August.
Big thanks to Howells Deli and Wells Co-op
for helping us get going. Any queries/offers
of help to : David Saunders (711085) e-mail :
david.saunders@inthelight.uk.com

Men’s Shed
The construction of our storage lean to is still
not complete, due in part to some members
off with the lurgy and agreeing a suitable
shelving configuration. Maybe it’ll be done by
the end of July. Although it remains a priority
we are still busy with a growing ‘to do’ list
mainly relating to various upcoming community projects. So you might see us about constructing bird and bat boxes and the like - be
sure to say hi to our Shedders. Good to welcome some new faces at the Shed this past
month. By way of reminder no previous expe-

Nelson Club
We were blessed with lovely weather for our
Jubilee Celebration. Timescape sang songs
from the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s and we were able
The Quay

7

August 2022

rience is required as training can be provided,
so if you have a project in mind that you’d like
to tackle just come along and have a go. It’s
good for the soul and well-being with an end
product. We only charge a £1 for attendance
to cover your tea/coffee and biscuits. Just turn
up, no prior appointment needed.
The Wells-next-the-Sea Men’s Shed is pretty
much established now but we have recently been supporting two other local start up
Sheds - Holt and Fakenham. Collectively we
form a Norfolk network and help each other
where we can, often trading tools to fill gaps
in our tool stock. In total there are around 600
Mens Sheds in the UK and many thousands
worldwide. We believe Wells Mens Shed has
the distinction of being the only known 100%
Eco friendly Shed.

Feast in
the Park
16th July - 2nd Sept

holkham.co.uk

Budding photographers: don’t’ forget to enter
the Staithe Place Photo Competition, also
part of Wells Carnival and raising money for
our charity. Entries must be in by 3rd August,
and there will be an exhibition of work at Wells
Maltings in October. Look on our Facebook or
Instagram pages for more information.

Don’t forget now the summer is here we are
opening our ‘shop’ of random rustic items,
tools, some plants (snowdrops a speciality),
etc. The shop will be open when the Shed is
open - Wednesdays 10am- 4pm so come on
down while stocks last. Meantime, if you’d like
more information please visit our website at
http:www.wellsnexttheseamensshed.weebly.
com , or email us at
mensshedwells@gmail.com

Our charity is here to help local people who
need financial support. With the cost of living
rising and fuel prices escalating, we understand how easy it is to find yourself in difficulties. Remember, don’t leave it too late, ask for
help via the Community Hub at Wells Community Hospital or contact us directly through our
website, www.wellsunitedcharities.co.uk
Becoming a member of our charity does not
involve you in anything (unless you wish it to),
except making a yearly donation of a minimum
of £5. We then use this money to help local
people; the more of you that join, the more
people we are able to help. Simply download
a Membership form from our website (see
above) or pick one up from Jagger’s Chemist
shop. Linda Pattrick

Women’s’ Institute
We held our President’s Jubilee Tea Party on
22nd June. It was a successful, joyous affair
and some of the Red, White and Blue outfits
were decidedly Glorious. The months roll on
and now it is time to comment on our activities in August. We do not hold a meeting in
August, because so many of our members are
involved in family holidays but we are holding
our Strawberry Tea on Wednesday 17th
August. It is open to anyone who would like to
come and there are summer visitors who we
know come each year.

Embroidery and Textile Group
This well established group was started in the
1980’s as an embroidery group. Since then we
have moved on into various textile hand crafts
such as knitting, sewing ,crochet even to making rugs, plus. We meet on Monday afternoons
2 pm-4pm at the W I hall behind the church
rooms. If you would like any more information
please contact Eileen on 07425607951 or
just come along and you will be made very
welcome.

Of course we were unable to have the Tea in
the last two years but now it is back! We very
much look forward to welcoming people to
the WI Hall – behind the YHA – from 2.30pm
on 17th August. Our next normal meeting will
be on 1st September at 2.15pm as usual and
Judith Key will talk about “Elephants in the
Sea”. There are several social events planned
for autumn, so we look forward with hope and
enthusiasm. If you would like to find out more
about Wells WI ring Carol on 01328 712078
The Quay

Wells United Charities
Many thanks to those people who put out pots
of flowers for our ‘Wells is going Potty’ event,
you brightened up our town and helped our
charity, well done. Our next event is the Open
Bowls Tournament, on Wednesday 27th July,
at the Bowls Green on the corner of Clubbs
Lane and Mill Road. Turn up at 1.30pm,
entrance £3. During Carnival week we have a
stall on the Buttlands on Tuesday 2nd August,
do come and support us. Then on Friday 5th
August we will be running the Quiz Night in the
marquee next to the Gordon Barratt Hall. This
will be a fun night, tickets for sale on the door
£5 each, there will be a bar and a raffle as well
as lots of fun and interesting questions. Get
your team of 4- 6 organised!
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Wells Sailing Club
June has been a challenging month for
sailing. It started off with the British Sharpie
Championships, in which 17 boats entered
to compete for the national title. It began on
Friday morning and went through to Sunday
afternoon and included lively social events
each day. Participants were from Wells,
Brancaster, Overy Staithe and two teams from
Holland. Sailors faced challenging conditions
in Holkham Bay on Friday, with several capsizes and retirements; however, the safety fleet
crews worked well in ensuring everyone was
safe. Due to deteriorating weather conditions,
the last two days were sailed in the harbour.
The eventual overall winners were from Wells
Sailing Club, the Gibbs brothers, who have
won many times before.

Wighton news

Warm, sunny weather and a turn-out of more
than 160 villagers, family and friends helped
to make Wighton’s Platinum Jubilee celebration on Thursday 2nd June a very special and
memorable evening. All were invited to enjoy
a delicious hog roast, courtesy of Wighton’s
Parish Council, Fundraising Committee and
Doorstep Green Playground Committee,
alongside generous donations of funds,
marquee, bunting and raffle prizes by local
residents and businesses. The event, which
included a game of rounders involving young
and old, concluded at 9.45pm with a hearty
rendition of the National Anthem as the village
beacon was lit to honour the Queen’s 70 years
of service to the country, in line with other
beacons around the UK. Many thanks to the
organisers, to all who attended and to everyone who bought raffle tickets (which made
£306 for village funds).
Our next village event is the annual Grand
Duck Race which takes place on Sunday 21st
August at 3.30pm. You can “buy” your ducks
in advance (at £2 each) by adding your name
to the board which is currently on display at
The Carpenters. There will also be a sweepstake and ducks available for purchase on the
day to run (or rather, float) in the additional
children’s duck race and the “veterans” race,
for all the fleetest, feathered contestants who
make it to the finish first time round. Refreshments will be available.
By supporting this event, you’ll be helping to
raise funds for our new village hall, but there
The Quay
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We welcomed members from Norwich Frostbites Sailing Club for the return leg of the
annual team racing. This is an event where
sailors from Wells and the Frostbites sail each
other’s boats on their home waters. Unfortunately, due to adverse weather conditions,
the Wells leg could not go ahead, gifting this
year’s cup to the Frostbites.
June also experienced some wonderful warm
weather, where members enjoyed the sunshine on the decking with BBQ food a glass of
something cold.If you sail and are considering
joining our club in the year to come, please
contact the secretary at sec.wells.sailing@
gmail.com who will be happy to provide more
information. Alternatively see our website
wellssailingclub.co.uk

are plenty of other ways you can contribute.
Our Buy-a-Brick campaign allows anyone
to can “buy” as many bricks as their budget
allows (at £10 per brick) by transferring money
directly to the Wighton Recreation Hut Fund
(sort code 20-30-81; a/c no. 30959359; use
your surname as a reference). Or by sending a
cheque made out to “Wighton Recreation Hut
Fund” to our Treasurer, Barbara Clark, at 37
High Street, Wighton, NR23 1AL. All donations
are extremely gratefully received and contributors’ names will be listed and preserved for
posterity in our commemorative book.
Gift aided donations means the charity will
receive an extra cash bonus of 25 per cent
of your contribution. Gift aid forms and more
information are available on the website, www.
wightonvillagehall.co.uk, or you can request a
form from Graham Able on 07818 592082. The
website also explains how you can help raise
money through Amazon Smile purchases.
Please also look out for our fundraising stall
at the Wells Carnival Food and Craft Fair on
Tuesday 2nd August and our float at Saturday’s Carnival Parade on 6th August, when
volunteers will walk alongside with donation
buckets.
In early July, All Saints Church buzzed with
creativity when it played host to an “art taster”
day. Over 100 visitors came to meet a variety
of artists, including painters, potters, sculptors
and textile designers, who brought along examples of their work. This tantalising glimpse
was designed to pave the way to the art exAugust 2022

hibition on display in the church in July 2023.
The PCC looks forward to welcoming exhibitors and visitors back in a year’s time, but of
course there’s no need to wait until then to
enjoy the building’s wonderful atmosphere. As
well as fortnightly services and a door which is
always open, the popular Harvest Festival Service and Ploughman’s Lunch will take place in
the autumn, date to be confirmed.

The whelk boat ‘Sally’

Lastly, please be aware that the defibrillator
which used to be at the village hall has found
a new home in the old telephone box by the
Methodist Chapel in the centre of the village.
Thanks to George and Margaret Brett Reynolds and to David Skinner for painting the box
and tidying the surround in time for the Jubilee
celebrations, and to Barbara Clark for organising the new defibrillator signs.

information supplied by David Hewitt with apologies for errors
burgh. His father stands, below him, bearded
with a cap on and a pipe in his mouth. Gully
worked her together with Tony Jordan, his
step-son, for many years until his retirement
in 1973. Several of Gully’s brothers, Roly and
Reg acted as crew. Gully and Tony had two
boats; the second bought in 1949 was named
William Edward after Gully’s father. When he
retired Tony took over the William Edward
and sold Sally whose whelking days had now
come to an end but not her days at sea.
Tony sold her to Peter Chilvers who took her
to Morston pit from where he took out angling
parties. Unhappily in April 1979, Peter was
drowned taking another wooden boat, the
Concord, to sea along with four companions
off Blakeney Point.

The fishing boats that go out with the tide
from Wells these days are all made of GRP –
plastic as some call it – have a wheelhouse
and are powered a diesel engine. Some are
twin hulled. They are a far cry from the old
open boats, crabbers and whelkers, built of
wood, oak and larch, one of which, the Sally,
sits quietly in the harbour still just north of the
Granary.
Sally was built in 1939 by Emery’s of Sheringham as were many of the boats that fished off
Wells. She came to Wells by train. She had
been bought by Jimmy Shrum, a Wells fisherman as a whelk boat, but her first five years
were spent on dry land in a whelking shed in
Wells. Jimmy had been called up for the war
effort. She was not launched until 1945 when
he returned. Boats had been engine powered
since the 1920s but retained a lug sail as well;
the engines were marinised lorry engines,
in her case petrol engined six-cylinder BMC
Commodore, expensive to run.

Sally then came into the hands of George Hewitt, brother of David who renovated her and
in 1981 she was returned to the water to again
to be used for angling parties. After him Brian
Riches, currently a Wells harbour commissioner, took her on for the same purpose working
for a while out of Thornham. She is now
owned by his son Ben. In good condition she
should last for many years to come. She can
be seen together with several other boats of
the period at the end of July on Tug boat Yard.

She was worked as a whelk boat by Jimmy
and his half-brother Derek Lack. Whelking
was a three man job in those days: one to
haul up the pots (with the assistance of a
petrol engine), one to empty them and one to
re-bait them. Pots were emptied into a sieve
to separate the smaller whelks and hermit
crabs before being bagged. Each shank had
thirty-six pots, They ran only 6 shanks per
boat, far fewer than modern boats which can
bring in several tons.
When Derek finished Jimmy sold her to another fisherman, Cyril ‘Gully’ Grimes. Gully was
too old for the war having been born in 1902.
His father Billy, also a fisherman, had been
lifeboat coxswain from 1918 to 1933. He
can be seen sitting on top of the lifeboat in a
picture taken in 1920 which hangs in the EdinThe Quay
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Your legal matters
in safe hands
for generations
Hayes + Storr Solicitors handle a whole
range of family, property and business
legal matters with care and professionalism.

Call us today 01328 710210
www.hayesandstorr.co.uk
Fakenham | Holt | King’s Lynn | Sheringham | Swaffham | Wells by appointment

Stiffkey Road, Wells next the Sea, Norfolk NR23 1QB
info@blueskiescampsite.co.uk • 07557 021660
Small, friendly, family campsite • Tents, touring caravans and motor homes
Dogs and children welcome

All local hotels and B&Bs have 5 stars,
Blue Skies Campsite has 8 million!
The Quay
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Wells Lifeboat Station news
Local people play a vital role in saving lives at sea
and keeping our beaches safe
Call outs during June

safety of the Boathouse.

Thursday 2nd June
Wells inshore lifeboat was tasked on Bank
Holiday Thursday to go to the assistance of a
group of three people and their two dogs who
were cut off on the high sand by the incoming tide on the west side of Wells Harbour
entrance. The group was all found well by the
volunteer crew, who ferried them back to the
safety of the boathouse.

Bell Ringing Ceremony for the launch of
Duke of Edinburgh
On Tuesday 5th July two crew members from
Wells Lifeboat Station made the 500-mile
round-trip to the All-Weather Lifeboat Centre
in Poole, Dorset, to see our new Shannon
class lifeboat lowered into the water for the
very first time. Within the ceremony, and per
nautical tradition, a bell rang eight times to
signal the ‘end of watch’ on a naval ship and
the start of a new watch. The new Shannon
class lifeboat, Duke of Edinburgh, is replacing
the Mersey class Doris M Mann of Ampthill.
The new lifeboat – the third Launch a Memory
lifeboat in the RNLI’s history – will be stationed
here at Wells from the autumn, once a series
of sea trials and tests are complete.

Wednesday 15th June
Wells Inshore lifeboat was tasked with an
immediate launch to locate and assist two
adults and one infant cut off by the tide on the
high sand to the West side of Wells harbour
channel. The volunteer crew found the group
well, and the stranded party were ferried to the

An opportunity to see the Launch a Memory
Lifeboat
Between Saturday 20 and Wednesday 24 August 2022, the All-weather Lifeboat Centre in
Poole, Dorset, is being opened to those who
have their loved one’s names on the Wells new
Shannon class lifeboat, Duke of Edinburgh, so
that they can visit the lifeboat before it leaves
for its new home here in Wells-next-the-Sea.
For more information contact launchamemory@rnli.org.uk Please do not contact the
lifeboat station in Wells, as we will be unable
to help with information about this event.

Lifeboat Service
Our 61st annual lifeboat service is taking place
on 28th August this year. It will start at 7pm in
the quay, but we advise you to arrive before
6.30 pm if you would like to see the lifeboats
coming in to moor.
Safety Message
With the holiday season in full swing, we want
everyone to have a wonderful time, but please
take care when you are near, or on the water.
Our top 6 tips to stay safe near the sea Float to Live: If you find yourself struggling in
the water, or if you fall in unexpectedly, you
should Float to Live by lying on your back,
using your arms and legs to help you float.
Once you have controlled your breathing, call
for help or swim to safety.

Call 999 in an emergency and ask for the
Coastguard.
Know your flags.
Check the tide times.
To find out more, visit https://rnli.org/safety/
beach-safety
The Beach Siren
When visiting Wells beach in the summer,
please take immediate action when you hear
the siren. This will sound when it is time to
return to the main part of the beach. Any delay
could result in being cut off by the tide and
becoming stranded. If you find yourself in this
situation, stay calm and as dry as possible,
and contact the Coastguard by calling 999.
Emergencies
If you or someone you see is in trouble on or
near the sea, dial 999 and ask for the Coastguard.
General Information
For more information about RNLI Wells
Lifeboat Station, events, or being a member
of our team, please contact 01328 710230 or
see www.wellslifeboat.org or facebook.com/
wellsrnli
If you would like to donate, please visit our
‘JustGiving’ page - justgiving.
com/fundraising/rnli-wells

Choose a lifeguarded beach, such as our
beach in Wells.
Know the risks and what to do.

Lifeboat House Build
Most of the new lifeboat station is now complete and the scaffolding has been removed.
The inshore lifeboat is now housed in the new
building and the new slipway was used for the
first time in June. The shop opening is planned
for the end of July/early August, and we would
be delighted to hear from anyone who is interested in joining our volunteer team in the shop
and visitor centre. All training for the roles will
be provided; we simply ask that you are able
to commit to a minimum of one session a
week of 4 hours. Please contact Nikki Wrench,
Community Manager, at Nikki_Wrench@rnli.
org.uk for more information.

Duke of Edinburgh in the background. Max Phillips on the right, and
Ray West on the left (as you look at the photo). Both crew members of
RNLI Wells.

The Quay

Lifesaving Work
Our lifeboat volunteers continue to launch in
all weathers, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
They are always ready to assist those who
have found themselves in difficulties from the
sea. Our volunteer crew train and attend practice launches on a fortnightly basis to ensure
they have the skills to deal with every eventuality. We are continually looking for committed
and enthusiastic volunteer lifeboat crew. If you
would like to find out more, please contact the
lifeboat house at admin@wellslifeboat.org or
telephone 01328 710230
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Modernisation of LPAs

News from the Churches

by Miranda Marshall, Director, Hayes + Storr
The Government’s response to the consultation on modernisation of Lasting Powers of
Attorney (LPAs) was published in late May. A
LPA is a legal document by which the person
making it (the donor) gives power to make decisions to one or more others (the attorney(s)).
The public were largely positive to the idea
of using technology to evidence execution.
Professionals, however, were sceptical and
preferred to increase the role of the Certificate
Provider. The Certificate Provider is an independent person (often a qualified lawyer or
doctor) who provides an additional safeguard
to confirm understanding and lack or fraud,
undue influence or pressure. Both approaches
meant there could be a difference in the future
between how donors and attorneys execute
the LPAs, as the donor is inherently more
vulnerable, often. The value of the role of witnesses was considered and, if there is a value,
then, how to retain that value within a future
LPA service. The Office of the Public Guardian’s (OPG) remit was considered; in particular,
ways to widen the powers of the OPG in law
to provide clarity on the checks it can carry
out and the actions it can take following up on
those checks.
Generally, there was favour for identity checks,
which would require the donor and attorneys
all to provide identity information. A system of
conditional checks would be developed, along
with exiting safeguards. However, there would
be no additional suitability checks on attorneys, such as criminal background checks.
The donor will be identified in a modern way,
and this will include a range of identification
options to ensure access for everyone.
The consultation examined how to clarify and
streamline the objection processes. Currently,
the law surrounding LPAs sets out different
processes for different types of objections.
The intention is that the objection system will
be widened to enable anyone to object to the
LPA registration. The OPG will have power
to refer cases directly to the Court of Protection, the judicial forum of which the OPG is
the administrative arm. Objection at any point
from the creation of LPAs to registration, to
include objections by third parties, is to be
considered.
The Government wants to integrate a digital
The Quay
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LPA “channel” with
document and case
management systems.
Many professionals are
not keen to be required
to use a digital service, but this might be
enforced. Many felt that
a paper alternative should continue to run
alongside the digital service with similar enhancements. The Government says it is committed to ensuring a paper channel remains
available, but only for those who need it.
The idea of a new urgent service was considered and indeed could be beneficial. Of
course, it would be overused including when
completely unmerited, and so the idea of an
urgent service was discounted. Many took
the opportunity to raise questions about the
performance of the OPG which is viewed
as having been woeful in recent years. The
pandemic was, of course, given as the explanation. In response to comments on the difficulties faced when trying to use an LPA with
third parties such as banks, the OPG has said
it will continue to develop and roll out its “Use
an LPA” service. There is no plan to introduce
an amendable LPA even though many felt that
it was too difficult, if not impossible, without
starting afresh, to make changes once the LPA
is registered.
There was to be no merger of the Health and
Welfare and Financial LPAs but the limiting of
duplication of efforts is to be investigated. The
OPG were not keen to promote the involvement of solicitors in making LPAs although
many professionals felt their input should
be mandatory and certainly encouraged.
The changes will require amendments to the
Mental Capacity Act 2005 through primary
legislation and this will be implemented when
parliamentary time allows.
For further information, please contact
Miranda Marshall on 01263 712835 or email
miranda.marshall@hayes-storr.com.
This article is for general information only
and does not constitute legal or professional
advice. Please note that the law may have
changed since this article was published.
August 2022

Wells Methodist Church
Don’t forget to start the carnival week with the
afternoon show at the Methodist church on
Friday 29th July. Timescape will be performing
all the old favourites followed by afternoon
tea. Tickets are £7.00 and can be ordered
from Terry Norton on 01328 710931 or pay on
the door. Local or visitor, you are all welcome. Services are Sunday at 11 o’clock and
Wednesday at 10.30.

moths and why I allow ragwort to grow in my
garden.

News from the Anglican Churches
Hopefully by the time you are reading this the
scaffolding will be going up at St Nicholas
and we are grateful to the National Lottery
Heritage Fund for giving us additional funding
making it possible for us to proceed with the
restoration. Meanwhile we have carried on
as usual which meant that Martin Lloyd and
Annie Golding were able to marry at Wells
after all. We also had a wonderful ‘Open
Gardens’. The weather was kind and lots of
people came, including many visitors to the
town. Huge thanks to Steve and Jane Barber
for organising it all and to Kate and David &
Mary for doing refreshments. It was lovely to
welcome a good number of folk to the Rectory
garden for refreshments and we had some
interesting conversations about water butts,

There have been three happy events at
Holkham. The wedding of Angus Marshall-Andrew & Julia Perowne was taken by former
Bishop of Lynn Jonathan Meyrick and their
son Frederick was also baptised. Jack Dove
& Gabriella Ghigi have also married, and there
was a triple baptism as William, Rosie and
Albie Newstead, who live in Holkham village,
were baptised. We have had two funerals,
Jacqueline Nicol from Wighton and Peggy
Offord from Wells.

Wells Weather Watch

We had a lovely event at Wighton as a taster
for the North Norfolk Exhibition Project three
week art exhibition that will take place next
July. A number of artists had examples of their
work with them and there was a real buzz
of excitement about the possibilities of the
space.

As I write, I’m looking forward to having our
first service in Warham St Mary Magdalene for
three years - Songs of Praise for the feast of
St Mary Magdalene on July 24th at 3.00pm followed by a glass or two of Pimms.
Rev Brenda

June 2022 by Keith Leesmith

I’m sorry to keep repeating myself, but once again we have had less rain than average this
month. I take my averages over a 30+ year period, and naturally there were wet years and there
were dry years amongst them.
Unless things change in the second half of the year, this one will be one of the drier ones. Just
for interest, you might like to know that the driest year I have was 1991 with just 423mm. The
wettest was 2004 with 889mm and the average stands at 713mm. So far this year we have only
had 232mm, but that said, the second half of every year tends to be wetter than the first half.
Other than that, the month was unremarkable. The hottest
day of the month, also the hottest day of the year so far,
Average atmospheric pressure in
was one day different from the same record in June 2021.
UK is 1013.25mb
The windiest days produced 21mph winds which was the
same as June last year.
My average rainfall for June is
62mm
Max. Temperature		
32.8C		
Fri 17th
Min. Temperature		
6.6C		
Thu 2nd
Average rainfall for June at WeyRainfall Total		
44.5mm		
for month
bourne (Met Office) is 54mm
Wettest Amount		
14.4mm		
Mon 6th
Min. Pressure		
1005.1mb
Wed 8th
Average rainfall for June at MarMax. Pressure		
1024.6mb
Sun 4th
ham (Met Office) is 59.2mm
Max. Wind Speed		
21mph		
9th & 17th
The Quay
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Wells Maltings news

by Becca Lynn, Marketing & Development manager
At last, August brings us the long-awaited
return of the fantastic Wells Carnival. The
Carnival Crew have been working their socks
off to bring you a fun-packed week – see their
programme for full details. We’ll be hosting
some Carnival events at the Maltings, and
adding a few of our own.

and in our printed programme,
but you can also get your tickets
for all other Carnival events through our
website or Box Office. Don’t miss the biggest
event of the summer!

We’ll have Music and Movement workshops
for kids aged between 4 and 11, Street Dance
for 6 – 11 year olds and Drop-In Carnival
Crafts for ages 4 and up. There’s a Play in a
Day for the young theatre fans and a Drumming Workshop for all ages. Dayglo Indydarc
is back with its brilliant blacklight puppet
show. Holkham Warden Andy Bloomfield will
join us to talk about The Wildlife of Wells and
we’re putting on an Open Mic Night: Carnival
Special. Carnival favourites Pennyless will
be performing in our bar, and the piece de
resistance, the Northern Soul and Motown
Dance Party - time to put on your best Ben
Shermans and baggies, and flex your hips like
it’s 1974. With the vinyl spinning skills of DJ
Steve Greensides, get on the floor and shuffle,
drop and groove the night away, Wigan Casino
style, with no entry fee!
Details for all these events are on our website

Then on the last weekend of the month, we
bring you our Jazz and Beer Weekender from
Fri 26 – Sun 28. Great jazz and even greater
beer over the bank holiday weekend in our
courtyard – what’s not to love? Some parts will
be free to attend and some will be ticketed,
so check our website or call the Box Office for
details.
In the Handa Gallery, Norfolk Creations are in
residence from 8th – 30th August with their
artisan craft market. September brings the
Norfolk and Norwich Art Circle with their 203rd
exhibition, featuring a range of works from
their members and a few pieces by Sir Alfred
Munnings PPRA and Sir Christopher Le Brun
PPRA.
See our website for the full programme, or
pick up a printed brochure from the Box Office. To book tickets, or if you have any questions, call our helpful team on 01328 710885
or email hello@wellsmaltings.org.uk

Wells Flood Action Team

by Mike and Marie Strong, joint co-ordinators
Preparing a ‘Grab Bag’ for when a surge tide
hits the town.
If you have to evacuate your home because
flooding is imminent or for any other emergency it will not be the right time to look for details
regarding your insurance, medicines, needs
of the elderly, children – or pets. So sit down,
think, and discuss with any household members what you would need to take with you.
Gather items and put them in your chosen
grab bag; add copy of the list, note items
which for practical reasons cannot be kept in
the grab bag. Ensure all know where the bag
is kept and location of items. Review contents
regularly. Remember to include in the bag your
plan of action, details for erecting defences
and turning off utilities, insurance details, imThe Quay
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portant contacts, where you will be evacuating
– map of evacuation centre and/or details of
family/pet arrangements.
What else will be needed will vary and all
might not be appropriate to remain permanently in a grab bag but a list showing location
of items can – such as:
medication; glasses/contact lenses; mobile
phone charger; torch; radio; batteries; spare
house & car keys; cash; credit card; first aid kit;
basic toiletries; supplies for babies, children &
pets; snacks & bottled water; warm clothing;
wipes; games & books
This is a guide only – personalise it to your
individual/family needs – but BE PREPARED!
August 2022

Letting your holiday has never been easier
With a local and enthusiastic team, Norfolk Hideaways are well placed to make
the process of sharing your holiday home easy and enjoyable. We are dedicated
to managing your property with the same care and attention you would and
with tailored services to suit your needs, you can be as involved as you like.
newowners@norfolkhideaways.co.uk
norfolkhideaways.co.uk | 01328 887 658
Offices in Burnham Market, Wells-next-the-Sea and Holt

CASTALIAN, CARDUCCI
and ECHÉA
String Quartets

THE 17TH
NORTH NORFOLK
MUSIC FESTIVAL

JULIAN BLISS Clarinet
AILISH TYNAN Soprano
JAMES ATKINSON
Baritone
LEONORE PIANO TRIO

12 - 19 AUGUST 2022

THE MARIAN CONSORT

ST MARY’S CHURCH,
SOUTH CREAKE

Pianists
LOUIS SCHWIZGEBEL
and Leeds International
Piano Competition
2021 Winner
ALIM BEISEMBAYEV
ALICE NEARY Cello

01328 730357
northnorfolkmusicfestival.com

REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 1128730
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How to retire young
by Peter Barton - Continuum

You might love your work, but as the years go
by, you may find that you love it rather less
than you did when you started. Other things
in life, family, travel, hobbies – and enjoying
spending money rather than having to spend
your time making it - start to appeal more.
After all, there’s no point building up a fortune
in your pension pot if you don’t retire until you
are too old to enjoy it. Under current legislation, you can retire at any time after the age
of 55 and start to draw your work or private
pension. The early retirement age will increase to 57 in 2028, and you will have to wait
several more years to start claiming your state
pension. However, if you have enough in your
private pension, there’s no reason to hang on
until state retirement age.
But there are two problems with retiring early.
Firstly, you will have many more years of living
to fund, hence you will need a much larger
pension pot if you are to enjoy the kind of
active lifestyle you want and avoid the risk of
running out of money. If you are still young
and active, travel, taking up new sports and
interests and generally making the most of
perhaps 40 years of leisure is going to be
costly.
Secondly, by retiring early, you have fewer
years of work to build up your pension and
possibly even more important, less years for
the investment and compound growth to build
on your contributions and potentially grow into
the kind of pension pot you want. You will also
need to consider inflation. A long retirement
means watching the real value of a static
income fall. But there are ways to build the
pension pot you need.
A happy early retirement based on a good
pension means a bigger pension pot. It’s vital
to start saving early. By contributing extra you
might be able to grow a larger pension fund.
You could also consider making the most of
employer contribution matching. Does your
scheme allow you to increase your contributions? If you can arrange a ‘salary sacrifice’
and pay more into your pension fund, you
could reduce your tax bill. However, if you are
considering purchasing your own home it may
impact on the amount you could borrow so
seek advice before taking any action.
The Quay
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Selecting a suitable pension
It’s unlikely that your employer’s pension
alone will provide the funds you need for early
retirement. You may also need to consider a
personal pension. Personal and employers’
pensions have the tax advantages you may be
familiar with, but with the important advantage
that contributions can be invested to potentially accumulate the pension pot you require
(depending on investment returns, which are
not guaranteed), reflecting your age and attitude to risk for example.
Get some expert help
Personal pensions are easy to arrange, but
there are many different providers, and many
different ways for them to invest your contributions. Aiming to get the pension and the
performance you need to turn your contributions into a pot large enough for early
retirement may take some careful planning
and expert knowledge.
There’s one thing to remember. When it comes
to pension saving, time really is money. The
sooner you start planning for a more secure
future and looking to build the pension pot you
need, the less it will actually cost to do so –
and the sooner you may be able to retire.
The information contained in this article is based on the
opinion of Continuum and does not constitute financial
advice or a recommendation for a suitable retirement
strategy; you should seek independent financial advice
before embarking on any course of action. Accessing
pension benefits early is not suitable for everyone and
may impact on the level of income in retirement also
may affect your entitlement to certain means tested
benefits.
Peter Barton is an Independent Financial Adviser at
Continuum.
Tel: 01603 879875 or 07787 561087.
Email: peter@mycontinuum.co.uk
www.mycontinuum.co.uk
Continuum is a trading name of Continuum (Financial Services)
LLP Falcon House, Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth, PL7 5JY
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct
Authority. Continuum (Financial) Services LLP is a Limited Liability
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Make Your
Finances
Simple

For a comprehensive
solution contact
Peter Barton DipFA MAQ
Independent Financial Adviser

T: 01603 879875
M: 07787 561087
peter@mycontinuum.co.uk

www.mycontinuum.co.uk

Continuum (Financial Services) LLP, Falcon House,
Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth, PL7 5JY
T: +44 (0)345 643 0770 E: info@mycontinuum.co.uk
www.mycontinuum.co.uk
Registered address. As Above. Registered in England and Wales.
OC393363
Continuum is a trading name of Continuum (Financial Services) LLP
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Continuum (Financial Services) LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership.

Partnership. Company registration number OC393363. Registered in England & Wales.
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Wells Coastwatch

What’s on at Holkham

by Ben Cracknell

by Niobe Shaw

I consider myself a local, despite being born
in Walsingham. My family moved to Wells in
1966 so I was brought up here from the age
of four. When I was 22 I moved to London for
ten years learning a trade, then spent another
twenty years in Norwich, but I’m back home in
Wells now. Working from home as a book designer suits me well, and I’ve been quite busy
in the lockdown, but thought it was about time
I did a little volunteering for the local community. The National Coastwatch Institution (NCI)
seemed like just the job.
Happily, I was welcomed in by the members of
the volunteer team and as a ‘young’ starter; I
was given training in all aspects of being part
of the NCI. After several weeks of induction,
I had learnt the basics and was given a certificate to say that I was a competent watch
keeper. I was more pleased with that than I
thought I would be!
Having qualified I was allowed to wear the
uniform – something I haven’t done since
my schooldays – I thought it odd at first, but
the first day I wore it a member of the public
approached me and asked about the rules of
the beach, simple stuff but she trusted me,
and I was able to direct her and her dog in the
right direction. Not what I was expecting as
a first call, but it was clear then why we wear
our uniform. The training I was given includ-

ed chart reading,
communication with
the Hull coastguard,
monitoring vessels
in and out of the
harbour, estimating
locations of vessels
and, very importantly, what to do if an incident
is seen that might endanger anybody in our
range. The area we monitor is about eight
miles from the hut in a semicircle facing north
and includes the beach and the East Hills. We
also have a view of the inner harbour so we
can check in that direction too.
I have enjoyed working at the Lookout, despite
it mostly being from a temporary Portakabin,
but we are all looking forward to getting back
to the refurbished Lookout station, which has
been enlarged using donations from the public, thank you all for that. The RNLI will also be
pleased as we are currently blocking their nice
new slipway!
I really enjoy my weekly shift at the Lookout
station. I like to watch the tide coming in and
going out which allows me to work out where
the channels are – I’m hoping this will help
me when I’m racing my dinghy. Watching the
world go by and feeling useful at the same
time is a great feeling.

The Bounty, built on the Playground by Ray Hewitt, has been restored by Kevin Parr with
paint donated by Kent Blaxhill ready for the season. She will sail again!
The Quay

24

August 2022

Summer is well and truly here, and Holkham
has plenty of opportunities for you to get out
and about, enjoy the ever-changing British
summer weather and explore. Whether you’re
a food fanatic, hunting for history, raring for
adventure, or a fan of life’s simple pleasures,
Holkham has just what you need this summer.
If you’re a fan of eating alfresco food but don’t
want to be bothered with the fuss of packing
a picnic, look no further. Holkham’s Feast in
the Park is back most days this summer, with
a great selection of Norfolk’s finest food popups serving up delicious dishes every day.
The Adnams bar, coffee and smoothie trucks
will be on hand to quench your thirst too. The
line-up of street food on offer will change regularly, so you can keep heading back for more!
Keep an eye on Holkham’s website to check
who will be popping-up when. On Sundays,
popular East Anglian music duo Cameron
and Jordan will be performing songs from the
‘60s to modern pop alongside the food and
spectacular sights, so every sense will be kept
satisfied!
For anyone keen to embrace the outdoors this
summer, there really is no better place than
Holkham. The spectacular landscapes of the
park, National Nature Reserve and beach offer
stunning opportunities for walking, running
and cycling. If you don’t have a bicycle, then
the cycle hire available will give you the wheels
to get exploring the estate and beyond. The
free monthly walking women’s group will be at
Holkham Park on the 2nd August and offers a
fantastic way to meet new people.
Perhaps sitting back and relaxing is more your
thing? We don’t blame you! This August sees
a selection of daytime and evening entertainment on offer in the form of outdoor theatre
and cinema in the beautiful surroundings of
Holkham’s Walled Garden. Enjoy theatrical
productions of As You Like It, Peter Pan, Cinderella, Alice through the Looking Glass, Rapunzel and The Reluctant Dragon. (see Events
Diary for dates) Alternatively, warm up those
vocal chords and head on over to Holkham
for a cinematic sing-a-long to films including
The Greatest Showman, Grease, Mamma Mia,
Encanto and Bohemian Rhapsody from 19th The Quay
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21st August .Book online or by ringing 01328
713111.
You’ll spot a new face at Holkham when
heading to the Walled Garden, too. Orion
the steppe mammoth has arrived, as part
of the charity Break’s GoGoDiscover trail in
Norfolk this summer. Beautifully covered in
illustrations of Holkham’s nature by local artist
Lisa Kirkham, you won’t want to miss giving
Orion a visit. On the 4th and 18th August,
free, exclusive workshops will be taking place
for children to learn even more about these
prehistoric creatures.
Speaking of entertaining children this summer, a day out at Holkham provides plenty of
opportunity. The Woodland play area is open
daily, though the ropes course up in the trees
might appeal more to older children seeking
a thrill! A variety of tractor trailer tours touring
the park offer bumpy-but-brilliant rides for
seeing the sights and spotting deer and other
wildlife amidst the trees and wildflowers. Family yoga (most Wednesdays) will provide some
downtime, whilst pond dipping and bushcraft
are sure to excite.
Holkham’s attractions are a delight all year
round. The Walled Garden is looking particularly lovely this time of year, and the recently
restored and reopened Samuel Wyatt Vinery
is well worth a visit. Holkham Stories offers an
interactive experience for visitors to find out
all about Holkham’s past and present, while
the 18th century Palladian style hall (open
Mondays, Thursdays and Sundays) is steeped
in history, with artworks and statues aplenty.
If history is what you’re looking for, why not
book onto one of Holkham’s expert-led tours?
This month, you can enjoy an architecture tour
on the 23rd, learning more about the decisions
made during the hall’s build. On the 10th or
24th August, our Country House Party tours
will give you a glimpse into the social lives of
past Holkham figures.
So whatever you’re looking for this month, and
whatever weather the summer brings, there’s
plenty to enjoy and explore at Holkham. Find
out more and plan your visit at holkham.co.uk.
August 2022

NPM Builders & Property Maintenance
Building Contractors and Project Management
Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories
Paving, Flooring and Decking
• Painting and decorating • UPVC windows and doors •
• Wall and floor tiling • Gate and fencing repairs and installation •
• Electrical and plumbing work • Lock and glass replacement •
All building work, repairs and maintenance undertaken
All Part P electrical work carried out

07771 874997 • 01328 713002 • www.npmbuilders.co.uk

A Name to Build On!
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Hosting Ukrainians in Wells
by Georgina Hardie

are still in Ukraine. They seem pleased and
relieved to be here.

Our little WHU group (Wells Hosting Ukrainians) has continued to meet and think about
how we can offer support to people seeking refuge from the terrible situation in their
country.
Wells has been enormously generous in their
response to requests for things guests might
need. For example, offers have included
haircuts, free membership of the National
Trust, Forest School sessions, membership of
the Nelson rural scouts group and the North
Norfolk Hockey Club, judo training and yoga
classes. We have also been given toys, new
clothes, school uniform, books, and loans and
gifts of bikes and scooters. And we have been
given cash donations.
The good news is that there are now four
hosts who have Ukrainian guests who include
four mothers, ten children and a couple.
They have all been through an extraordinarily
stressful process in getting here; hours and
hours spent trying to sort out visas, huge journeys and mountains of paperwork when they
get here. And of course they are all deeply
shocked by what is happening at home and
cut off from husbands, family and friends who

Also two people are soon to have guests for
a week’s holiday in Wells. Offering a holiday
seems a good idea, particularly when guests
would be staying in a family home, sharing
bathroom and kitchen etc which might not be
so easy longer term for both sides. There may
also be people with second homes or holiday
lets who would want to offer this.

£50 OFF
ALL ORDERS
OVER £250

Children are beginning to settle into the Primary School; they and Alderman Peel School are
being very welcoming to the guest families, as
is our GP practice. And there have been lots of
offers of friendship and support from the town.

www.norwichsunblinds.co.uk
� Units 11-14 Haverscroft
Industrial Estate, New Road,
Attleborough, NR17 1YE

We are keen to support anyone coming here
for respite, so if there are any businesses who
would be willing to donate a voucher e.g. for
meals/trips out etc we would love to hear from
you!

� 01603 334178
T’s and C’s apply

We welcome anyone who would like to get
involved in any way (Email Stephen Robertson
– stephenerobertson@hotmail.co.uk). And we
are really grateful to everyone who already is.

Screen-next-the-Sea - August films

It’s great to have our carnival back this year,
here’s hoping the weather holds and a good
time is had by all.

On Monday 8th August 7pm at Wells Maltings
we are showing Petite Maman (U), a French
drama fantasy, written and directed by Celine
Sciamma, who also designed the costumes,
that follows a young girl coping with the death
of her grandmother. Nelly is helping her parents to clear out her mother’s childhood home
in the wake of her grandmother’s death and
explores the house and surrounding woods.
Then one day she meets a girl of the same
age building a tree house. This is a tender tale
of childhood grief, memory and connection
which was nominated for a BAFTA in the category Best Film Not in the English Language
and is subtitled.
Nightmare Alley (15) is “A spectacular noir
melodrama boasting gruesomely enjoyable
The Quay
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performances and freaky twists” (Peter Bradshaw, The Guardian). Directed by Guillermo
Del Toro starring Bradley Cooper (Stanton),
Cate Blanchett, Willem Dafoe and many
others, the film is adapted from the 1946 novel
by William Lindsay. Set in 1939, it tells the
story of a corrupt former carnival worker who
becomes a nightclub entertainer and master
manipulator. Using mind-reading tricks and
charm, Stanton swindles millionaires out of
money, and he plots to con a dangerous tycoon with the aid of a mysterious psychiatrist
(Blanchett), who might be his most formidable
opponent yet. Nominated for four Oscars
this year, including best picture, it is showing on Monday 22nd August at 7pm at Wells
Maltings.
Tickets are available online from www.wellsmaltings.org.uk, by phone 01328 710885, or
in person from the Visitors Centre at Wells
Maltings.
August 2022

The

Branthill Farm
Wells-next-the-Sea
Norfolk NR23 1SB

www.therealaleshop.co.uk
info@therealaleshop.co.uk
01328710810

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

.

Real Ale Craft Beer
The Quay

Finest selection of Norfolk bottle conditioned
Real Ales and our very own Malt Coast Craft
Beer freshly brewed here on the farm.
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A big day out on the world’s
smallest public railway*
Open every day from
19 March to 30 October

Trains from April to October
th and event info
Pleasethsee website for timetable

North Point Property Care
PAT Testing
&

General maintenance.
* 4s

Contact

Daniel Money 07570234891
info@northpointpropertycare.co.uk
www.northpointpropertycare.co.uk
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and under go free!

01328 711630

www.wellswalsinghamrailway.co.uk
wwlr.co.uk

The Quay
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Wells War Memorial
Institute Club

The recently refurbished Club lies at the heart of the Wells Next
The Sea community and welcomes locals and visitors alike
Membership
We offer a range of membership options;
daily £3, weekly £10, yearly £20 and then
£10 to renew thereafter.
Facilities
The Club is airconditioned throughout. We
have a full-size snooker table and pool
table. You can also be entertained by the
live juke box and two fruit machines. We
have two bar areas and our toilets have been completely refurbished.
Sport
We show live sport on our 108-inch projector acreen and three televisions. We are
subscribed to BT Sports and Sky Sports. We
can show two different games at the same time.
Entertainment
The Club shows live music to cater for all
tastes. We will be holding bingo on a monthly
basis. The Club can also be available for
parties, wakes and any other functions.

Come and support your local Club, you will be assured of a warm
welcome. You can find us on Facebook for regular updates on
events, just search Wells War Memorial Institute Club or our
website www.wellsclub.co.uk or drop us a line on 01328 711386.
Google Maps Location Code XV42+GC Wells-next-the-Sea
The Quay
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Events diary

28th July to 6th August - Wells Carnival

A selection of events and meetings in the area
JULY
23rd 4.00pm: Film – Sonic the Hedgehog 2 (PG)
(Maltings)
23rd & 24th - Maritime Heritage Festival (Tugboat
Yard)
25th 7.00pm: Film – Ali & Alva (15) Screen Next The
Sea (Maltings)
27th 11.00am: Men’s Probus (WI Hall) ‘The Falkland
Islands’
28th 7.00pm: Film – Everything Everywhere all at
once (15) sci-fi (Maltings)
29th & 30th 10am – 12.30pm: Kids Dance workshops - Music and Movement (Maltings)
30th 2pm & 5pm: Film- Lightyear (U) Disney
(Maltings)
AUGUST
1st 2.00pm – 4.00pm: Street Dance Carnival Kids
Workshop Age 6 – 11
1st 7.00pm: Carnival Talk – The Wildlife of Wells
(Maltings)
2nd 6.15pm: Outdoor Theatre – Peter Pan (Holkham)
2nd 7.00pm: Open Mic Night – Carnival Special Free
Live Music (Maltings)
3rd 10.30am - 2.30pm: Drop-In Carnival Crafts Kids
Workshops Age 4+ (Maltings)
3rd 10.00am – 5.00pm: (open performance 4.30pm)
A Play in a Day Age 10-13 (Maltings)
4th 12.30pm: Drumming Workshop Carnival fun
(Maltings)
4th 8.00pm – 11pm: Northern Soul and Motown
Dance Party - Free dance party (Maltings)
5th 11.00am, 12noon & 2.00pm: Indydarc Neon
Puppet Show (Maltings)
6th: Wells Carnival Parade (see Carnival Programme)
6th 4.00pm & 7.00pm: Film – Top Gun: Maverick
(PG) Fighter pilot sequel (Maltings)
7th 7.30pm: Pennyless - Free Live Music (Maltings)
8th to 30th: Norfolk Creations Artisan makers
market
8th 7.00pm: Screen-next-the-Sea - Petit Maman (U)
(Maltings)
9th 6.15pm: Outdoor Theatre – Cinderella (Holkham)
12th 7.00pm: Film – Elvis (PG) Biopic starring Austin
Butler (Maltings)

13th 7.00pm: Film – The Road Dance (15) Powerful
drama (Maltings)
16th: Open Mic Night - Free live music (Maltings)
17th 6.15pm: Outdoor Theatre – The Reluctant
Dragon (Holkham)
17th 7.00pm: Talk - Wilding and Recovery the Biodiversity Series (Maltings)
17th 7.00pm: Family Bingo Star - Free family bingo
(Maltings)
18th 7.00pm: Heritage Talk – Medieval Norfolk – The
Friaries (Maltings)
19th 7.30pm: Play – Pygmalion (GB Shaw) Dot
Productions (Maltings)
19th 8.00pm: Outdoor Cinema – Grease sing-a-long
(Holkham)
20th 2.00pm: Outdoor Cinema – Encanto (Holkham)
20th 8.00pm: Outdoor Cinema Mamma Mia - 50
Years of Abba
21st 2.00pm: Outdoor Cinema –The Greatest Showman sing-a-long (Holkham)
21st 7.00pm: Outdoor Cinema – Bohemian Rhapsody (Holkham)
22nd 7.00pm: Screen-next-the-Sea - Nightmare
Alley (15) (Maltings)
23rd 7.00pm: Online short story group – Short and
Sweet (Maltings)
24th 5.00pm Film – The Railway Children return (U)
Sequel to the beloved classic (Maltings)
24th 6.30pm: Outdoor Theatre – As you like it
(Shakespeare) (Holkham 0
26th 10.00am – 3.00pm: Somatic Senses Workshop
Connect with your senses (Maltings)
26th to 28th: The Maltings Jazz and beer Weekender (Maltings)
30th 7.00pm: Quiz – the Family Cleverdick General
Knowledge Quiz (Maltings)
31st 5.30pm: Outdoor Theatre –Rapunzel (Holkham)
SEPTEMBER
1st 6.00pm: Family Beetle Drive (Maltings)
2nd 5.00pm: Film – Minions: the rise of Gru (U)
(Maltings)
3rd 5.00pm: Film – the Bob’s Burgers Move (12)
(Maltings)

Defibrillator locations in the N23 area
These potentially life-saving devices can be found at:
Alderman Peel High School, Market Lane
Beach Car Park - near the toilet block / tide clocks
Co-Operative, Polka Road, NR23 1JG
Harbour Office, Beach Road, NR23 1AT
Plattens Fish & Chip Shop, The Quay, NR23 1AH
Police Station, Polka Road, NR23 1ED
Recycling Centre, Warham Road, NR23 1NE
Sailing Club, East End, NR23 1LE
The Quay
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If you are aware of any other
locations in the NR23 area
where there is a defibrillator, or
if you find any inaccuracies in
this list, please let us know.
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Church service times

The Quay Directory

Church of England: Revd. Brenda Stewart - 01328 710628
St. Nicholas,
Church Street, Wells

1st Sunday
2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday
1st Sunday
(Sunday services are
uploaded to YouTube: St 2nd Sunday
Nicholas Wells. Evening 3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
prayer is also held on
Wednesday
Zoom)
Please note that some 1st & 3rd Thursday
1st & 3rd Thursday
events are being held

1100
1100
1830
1830
1830
1830
1030
1000
1345

in different locations
during restoration work 2nd Saturday
on St Nicholas, Wells.

Worship for All with music
Holy Communion with music
Taizé worship with music
BCP Evening Prayer
Healing service
Celtic worship with music
Joint worship at Methodist Church
Quiet prayer at Quaker Meeting Room
Little Fishes parent & toddler group at
Quaker Meeting Room
Messy Church at Quaker Meeting
Room

1030

St. Withburga,
Holkham

1st Sunday
3rd Sunday

0930
0930

Holy Communion with music
BCP Holy Communion/Matins

All Saints, Wighton

2nd & 4th Sunday

0930

Holy Communion with music

All Saints, Warham

Festivals & special events

St. Mary Magdalen,
Warham

Patronal Festival: July 24

See church notice boards for details
1500

Songs of Praise (followed by Pimms
and nibbles in the churchyard)

Methodist: Revd. Cliff Shanganya - 01328 862174
Theatre Road, Wells Sunday
Wednesday
4th Sunday
New Holkham
(Longlands)

1100
1030
1430

Morning worship
Prayer and Praise
Sunday Worship

Evangelical Congregational: Revd. Neil Woodruff - 07469 186208

Clubbs Lane, Wells Sunday

1500

Sunday worship

Roman Catholic: Father Keith Tulloch - 01328 713044
Our Lady Star of the Saturday
Sea, The Buttlands, Sunday
Wells

1800
0900

Holy Mass
Holy Mass

Quakers: Glynis Scott - 01328 316586 (warden - 01328 711387)
Friends Meeting
House, Church
Street, Wells

Sunday
Thursday

1030
1700

Meeting for worship
Meeting for worship

Wells Library opening hours
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monday: 11.30 – 7pm
Tuesday: closed
Wednesday: 9am – 7pm
Thursday: closed
Friday: 9am – 7pm
Saturday: 10am – 4pm
Sunday: closed

www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries
The Quay
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EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police 			999
Ambulance 		
999
Fire 			
999
Coastguard / Lifeboat
999

Fakenham Infants School
Fakenham Junior School
Fakenham Academy
Walsingham Primary School
Wells Primary School & Nursery

NON-EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police 			101
Flood co-ordinators 		
01328 710743
Environment Agency Floodline 0345 9881188
Wells Coastwatch 		
01328 710587
Wells Fire Station
0300 1231669
Wells Lifeboat Station
01328 710230

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Age UK Norfolk 		
Chemist - David Jagger Ltd
Citizens Advice (Norfolk)
Duncan Baker MP 		
(constituency office number)
Funeral Directors (Suttons)
Norfolk Family Carers		
Norfolk Debt Advice 		
Registration of births, deaths,
marriages & civil partnerships
Relate - marriage guidance
Tourist Information Centre
Veterinary surgery 		
Wells Maltings booking office
Wells Post Office 		

03244 8008020
01603 625333
01328 710885
01328 711022
01328 839000
01328 710332

LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Carers Matter Norfolk
Elsmith Bowls Club 		
Fakenham Choral Society
Heritage House Care 		
Homes For Wells 		
Keep Fit Group 		
Lifeboat Guild 		
Local Archaeology 		
Local History Group 		
Screen-next-the-Sea 		
Sing For Joy 		
The Royal British Legion
Wells Art Group 		
Wells Bellringers 		
Wells In Bloom		
Wells Brownies 		
Wells Carnival 		
Wells Community Theatre
Wells Croquet Club		
Wells Football Club 		
Wells Friendship Club
Wells Harbour Office 		
Wells Maltings Trust 		
Wells Nelson Club 		
Wells Photographic Group
Wells Sailing Club 		
Wells Sea Cadets 		
Wells Town Bowls Club
Wells Town Tennis Club
Wells Twinning Association
Wells United Charities
Women’s Institute 		

01328 710501
01328 713020
01328 700165
01328 711333
01328 711703
01328 730508
01328 711823
01328 711449
01328 710261
01328 710885
01263 479931
07469 186208
01328 710208
01328 710208
01328 712158
07423 152506
01328 710014
01328 710208
01328 710558
01328 710907
07766 151715
01328 711646
01328 711378
01328 711478
01328 856456
01328 712000
07889 136430
07709 988079
07784 872977
01328 711033
07764 406852
01603 624580

BANKS & BUILDING SOCIETIES
Barclays Bank, Fakenham
0345 7345345
HSBC, Fakenham 		
0345 7404404
Lloyds, Fakenham 		
0345 6021997
Nat West, Fakenham 		
0345 7888444
BUS & RAIL INFORMATION
Community Car Scheme
Dial A Bus 		
Lynx Bus Company 		
National Rail Enquiries
Sanders Coaches 		

01485 210342
01553 776971
01553 611955
08457 484950
01263 712800

CHURCHES
Church of England Rector
Methodist Church 		
Congregational Church
Roman Catholic Church
Quaker Meeting House
Russian Orthodox 		
Churches Together 		

01328 710628
01328 711931
07469 186208
01328 821353
01328 711387
01328 820108
01328 713044

COUNCILS
Wells Town Council 		
Norfolk County Council
North Norfolk District Council

01328 710564
0344 800821
01263 513811

HEALTHCARE
Burnham Market Surgery
NHS Direct 		
N & N Hospital, Norwich
QEII Hospital, King’s Lynn
Red Cross 		
Wells Community Hospital
Wells Health Centre 		

01328 737000
111
01603 286286
01553 613613
0808 1963651
01328 711996
01328 710741

LIBRARIES
Fakenham Library 		
Wells Library 		

01328 862715
01328 710467

SCHOOLS
Alderman Peel High School

01328 710476
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01328 864511
01328 862188
01328 851039
01328 820265
01328 710320
0300 5001217
01328 710239
0800 1448848
020 72193000
01692 557140
01328 710301
01603 219924
01603 863582
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The Quick Quay

A helpful index of our local business advertisers
ACCOMMODATION & EATING OUT
Albatros
Bang In Wells
Beach Café
Blue Skies Campsite
French’s Fish & Chips
Norfolk Hideaways
Potters Farm
The Bowling Green
The Crown Hotel
The King’s Arms

33
2
33
12
39
21
28
9
40
32

BUSINESS SERVICES
Black Dog Computer Services Ltd
Continuum financial advisors
Declan Goode: Computer Services
Hayes + Storr Solicitors
Kathryn Gigg Chartered Accountants
NewPrint & Design
Pro Wills

23
23
27
12
2
14
29

DOMESTIC SERVICES
Masbo Cleaning
Our Man in Norfolk

14
33

ESTATE AGENTS & LETTINGS
Bailey, Bird and Warren
Belton Duffey
Spalding and Co

14
26
9

FOOD & DRINK SUPPLIES
A & M Frary Shellfish Ltd
The Real Ale Shop
Whin Hill Cider

13
31
32

HEALTH & PERSONAL CARE
Chi Beauty and Therapeutic Treatment
David Jagger Ltd, Chemists
Fiona Fisher - Phychotherapist
Foot Perfect
Gunthorpe Osteopaths
Kate Brydon Soft Tissue Maasage
Victoria Edwards - Beauty Therapist
Yoga with Cat

TRANSPORT & TRAVEL
Kenny Greenfield
Scillitoe Bros Garage
Wells Bike Hire

15
23
29

9
13
13
9
27
31
13
31

OTHER
Country Dogs: dog grooming
Holkham Estate
North Norfolk Music Festival
S T Sutton Funeral Directors

27
9
21
32
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HOMES, INTERIORS & FASHION
Gallery Plus
Norwich Sunblinds
Phillippa Kirby Soft Furnishings
Shoe Stop
Simon Leverett Carpets & Vinyls
The Old Station Pottery & Bookshop
HOME & GARDEN MAINTENANCE
AlarKris: Electrical & Security
Anglian Tree Works
Buckie Plumbing & Heating Services
David Thompson: Chimney Sweep
Finch Garden Design
Guttering Services Norfolk
JAB Systems: electrical installations
JMC Garden & Landscape Services
JRP Construction & Carpentry
KSP Decorators
Need A Carpenter?
North Point Property Care
NPM Builders & Property
Maintenance
PSB Consultancy & Design
R West Electrical
Ross Fulford - Brick & Stonework
Skip It - mini skip hire
S T Bespoke Decor
Tom Frary - Painter & Decorator
Worzels Roofing

Wells Maltings
Wells & Walsingham Light Railway
Wells War Memorial Institute Club
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29
31
28
32
27
13
14
28
15
29
14
15
32
23
23
15
27
32
26
28
15
27
27
15
32
32

9
33
34
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